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PricE ONE PENNY. 


Our generals in South Africa are having recourse to the 
methods of barbarism. Unable to subdue the fighting 
men, they have taken to fighting the women and children. 
Reports from Lord Roberts #fid newspaper correspondents 
tell of wholesale burning of homesteads, laying waste the 
country, and “ driving” of women and children. 

* * 

From China, too, come*reports of wholesale looting and 
burning of villages, indiscriminate slaughter of “ Boxers,” 
and villainous outrages upon the women inhabitants by 
the troops of the allied Christian armies. 

e * * 

Anp from India, under our flag, still comes the wail of 
famishing millions, whose famine the British Government 
could relieve if it would, but will not. 

x * 

Anp this is Empire! And in a few weeks hence the 
land will be atune with carols and the feast of Christmas- 
tide. 

* * * 

Mr. McKintry, as everybody expected, has defeated 
Mr. Bryan for the Presidency of the United States. The 
largeness of the majority—two to one—has, however, 
Although pronounced against 
Trusts and Imperialism, and supported largely by sincere 
democratic sentiment, we cannot regard Mr. Bryan’s de- 
+ 1m Wma-sreat mrisforiunc-bo progress. -Ié is 
probable that Mr. Bryan’s success at this juncture would 
ave improved the general political situation in America, 
or encouraged the growth of Socialism. His programme 
was vague and at the best a mere tinkering one. 

: a a A 

No resolutely anti-capitalist programme could possibly 
carry in the United States today. The great mass of the 
people are politically and economically quite unregenerate, 
and the substitution of Bryan and his Democratic friends 
for McKinley and the Republicans, would not accelerate 
but perhaps retard their conversion. Mr. McKinley was 
backed by the great financiers in New York, and Mr. 
Bryan was supported by Tammany Hall: a choice of two 
evils with a vengeance! As we write, none of the tele- 
graph agencies have condescended to inform us how 
Eugene Debs and the Socialist vote prospered in the tussle. 

* * # 

_ CanapA, too, must needs have a general election contest 
just now, like its neighbours. There, too, as in Britain 
and the United States, the Government policy is tri- 
umphant; but in this case it is a Liberal policy. The 
Ministerial Party has been returned with precisely the 
same majority as before, namely, 50. Many insignificant 
changes have, however, been wrought in the political con- 
figuration of the Dominion. Protestant British Ontario, 
previously Liberal, has become Tory. Quebec is now 
solidly Liberal. The party division in the centre is now, 
we are told, a provincial and racial division. This is your 
Imperialism again—provoking wherever it goes racial con- 
flict and provincial jealousy. 


Until the outbreak of hostilities in South Africa, people 
had forgotten that there existed such a thing as race 
antipathy between the Canadian French and the Canadian 
British populations. We shall now probably hear of it 
frequently. The disaffection and alarm aroused among 
the French population by the sending of Dominion troops 
to suppress the Boer Republics will not be allayed for 
many a day. Sir Wilfrid Laurier, the Prime Minister— 
himself of French origin—is, happily, by no means a jingo, 
and several of his colleagues have expressed strong dis- 
approval of the South African war. The victory of the 
Government is, therefore, a rebuke to the extreme Im- 
perialists, and on the whole a reassuring event. 

ee a ee 

Turnine to home politics, we find that Lord Salisbuty’s 
Ministry has been undergoing extensive alterations and 
repairs. This is as yet the only visible effect which our 
British General Election has produced upon the Govern- 
ment of the Empire. Whether or not the change in the 
personnel of the administration is a matter of any im- 
portance to the nation depends, we suppose, on the quality 
of the gentlemen appointed. Like most people inside and 
outside Parliament, we happen to know really little or 
nothing concerning the new Ministers—a fact which is 
neither our fault nor, perhaps, their misfortune. 

i ¥* * 


Tr is interesting, howeyer_@bnly in view of the charges 
of nepotism made ext 1Y by the Government Press 
against President Kruge o note that Lord Salisbury has 
now procured jobs in the Cabinet for his son, his son-in- 
law, and two of his nephews, while Mr. Chamberlain has 
also found a corner for his son as well as his brother in 
the Ministry, in addition to having provided a cosy seat 
in the Home Office for his faithful friend Mr. Jesse 
Collings. Of course, there is no harm in great statesmen 
discovering and rewarding genius among their relatives. 
For why should not the law of heredity be utilised for the 
advantage of the State? And even if it is not, perhaps, 
quite reassuring to have it said of Prime Ministers and 
Colonial Secretaries that 

“Their uncles and cousins 
Were there by the dozens.”’ 
meaning by “there,” influential and lucrative positions in 
the Imperial administration, it must surely be remem- 
bered that in dealing with British statesmen we are dealing 
with corrupt republican oligarchs, but with high-minded 
English Conservative gentlemen. 
* * % 

FoLiowIne so close as they have done upon the heels 
of the General Election, the municipal elections this year 
have not excited very general iinterest. The absence of 
complete returns showing how our I.L.P. candidates have 
fared in the contests, prevents our being able to summarise 
our losses and gains. Except in one or two towns, it does 
not appear that any general effort was made this year to 
materially increase the I.L.P. representatives on City or 
Town Councils; and, so far as can be ascertained from 
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the figures which have reached us, our total representation 
on these bodies will remain much as it was before. 
Municipal politics seems to be at present in a stationary 
condition ; the position of Liberal and Tory representation 
remaining also virtually unchanged by the elections. 

* % x 

To Socialists, perhaps, the most interesting fact which 
the municipal contests have brought into view is the fixity 
of tenure which the I.L.P. has secured for itself in con- 
nection with municipal representation. When our first 
successes at municipal polls were announced, many wise 
and prudent politicians comforted themselves with the re- 
flection that as soon as the novelty of its appearance had 
worn off, the I.L.P. would speedily subside as an electoral 
power. This notion is now quite extinguished. Even the 
most optimist of the reactionary politicians now perceive 
that, once the I.L.P. has won a position on a local board, 
it increases from year to year its hold upon the representa- 
tion. The polls at Bradford, Halifax, Manchester, Sun- 
derland, Workington and Glasgow are fairly decisive upon 
this point. Even the Blackburn figures, though they 
show the loss of an I.L.P. seat, prove no exception, if 
rightly understood, to the rule. Our Blackburn friends, 
in attempting, after an exhausting Parliamentary cam- 
paign, to capture three new seats with unknown candidates 
and without organization, set themselves an impossible 
task. They had, besides, to face unexpectedly a coalition 
not only of the Liberal and Tory, but—wonderful thing to 
see—of the publican and temperance parties. 

* * * 

Tus fusion of Liberal and Tory, Church and Chapel, 
publican and teetotal electoral forces, for the purpose of 
frustrating municipal enterprise and of worsting labour 
and Socialism, is responsible also for the defeat of Will 
Thorne and other labour men in West Ham. It is, how- 
ever, a combination that canot last. It is composed of 
elements which are mutuam ructive. Nevertheless, 
its existen\e, whether under t pecious title of “ Muni- 
cipal Alliance,” or any other nan®», is a warning to us that 
the very success of the work of our Socialist representatives 
may at any moment bring the visible and invisible agencies 
of Capitalism and reaction in scandalous and (for the 
moment) irresistible combination against us. 

SUFFICIENT, however, for the day is the evil thereof. At 
least we -have splendid victories to set against our few 
reverses (“reverses” is now, as we gather from Lord 
Roberts, the acceptable term!). At Manchester Coun- 
cillors Fred Brocklehurst and J. E. Sutton were both 
assailed by the strongest. opponents that could be put in 
the field against them ; nevertheless, both 1.L.P. candidates 
came out of the conflict with largely increased majorities. 
EK. J. Hart, too, in the Openshaw Ward, polled no less 
than 1,168 against 1,779 votes recorded for his opponent, 
a very rich and exceedingly popular Tory. At Halifax 
the I.L.P., in addition to firmly replacing Councillor Jas. 
Parker in his seat against an infuriated assault by the 
Liberals, attempted, like Blackburn, to wrest three addi- 
tional seats for the opposition. Their effort failed, but 
they succeeded so far as to place H. L. Barrett within 38 
votes of the top of the poll, and they scored for Arthur 
Taylor the handsome vote of 533 against 698 recorded for 
his opponent. At Workington the I.L.P. candidates have 
again been signally successful, and at Glasgow, Sunder- 
land, Keighley and elsewhere the party has stoutly held 
its own. 


BraDForD is entitled to the highest award of victory. 
There two I.L.P. seats—those of Councillors Minty and 
Hartley—were challenged by the Tories, and three Tory 
seats were in their turn challenged by the 1.L.P. Every 
inch of the ground was contested. by the combatants. In 
the end, however, the I.L.P. not only. re-elected Councillors 
Minty and Hartley, but captured one of the Tory seats, 
and Edwin Halford, who had—contrary, it is but fair to 
state, to the wish of the Liberals generally—a Liberal 
opponent to hamper-him in the contest, polled 623 against 
the winning figure of 738 for the Tory. Tuke Priestman’s 
poll of 878 against the Tory 1,236 was a highly creditable 
achievement in a ward hitherto untried by the L.L.P. . 


== 
Opening of the Pankhurst Hall. 


THE ceremony of opening the large Hall belonging to the premises 
built by the Hightown members of the Manchester and Salford 
I.L.P., and dedicated to the memory of the late Dr. Pankhurst, 
took place on Saturday, the 9th inst. The hall, which is a fine, 
airy building, seated for about 400, with excellent retiring rooms 
attached, has been built from the designs of Mr. Tom Cook, 
architect, the vice-president of the Manchester and Salford I.L.P. 
Connected with the new hall is a lesser hall already in use as a 
recreation room, and a suite of shops which form the facade of the 
block of buildings. The building, as we have stated, has been 
erected by members of Hightown I.L.P. who have formed them- 
selves into a company for that purpose. Excellent enterprise has 
been shown by the members in raising the necessary funds to 
enable the work to be completed. A considerable portion of the total 
cost (about £1,350) has, however, been raised on loan, and additional 
share capital is, therefore, invited. The hall was gaily decorated for 
the inauguration ceremony, and tables laid for an abundant tea. 

Joseph Nuttall occupied the chair and was supported on the 
platform by Mrs. Pankhurst, the Misses Pankhurst, and Harry 
Pankhurst, Mrs. Bruce Glasier, Tom Cook, and Councillor Jas. 
johnson, J-Pau 

In declaring the Hall open, Bruce Glasier, on behalf ot the 
National I.L.P., congratulated the Hightown members on their 
enterprise in adding such a fine building to the resources of the 
movement. Speaking of Dr. Pankhurst, to whom the Hall was a 
memorial, he said the, Socialist movement a eople of 
Lancashire generdily fad lost in hii One of Mie u fic spit 
of the age. He possessed enthusiasm, public-mindedness an 
chivalry to the degree of genius. He was a man who regard 
neither kings nor lords—a republican of inborn conviction. He 
was a student—a rare Icver of philosophy and literature—a thinker 
and investigator, and his career formed one of the finest traditions 
of the Reform and Socialist movements in England. Concluding, 
Bruce Glasier spoke of re-awakened vigour of the I.L.P. The large 
assembly then sat down to tea, and an excellent social followed. 


IL.L.P, RESOLUTION ON THE WAR. 


‘“THaT in view of the terrible sacrifice of life, wide- 
spread suffering, and the enormous destruction of 
property, which the present war has entailed and must 
further entail if it is prosecuted to the bitter end, we 
recommend that the Governments of Gréat Britain and 
the South African Republic should at once declare the 
terms of peace that would be acceptable to them, 
so that it would be possible for either Govern- 
ment by the acceptance of them now or at any 
time during the course of the war to bring hos- 
tilities to a close. We believe that such a declaration 
would be in harmony with the principles agreed to at 
the recent Peace Conference at the Hague; that it 
would be approved by the people of our own and every 
other civilized land, and that, in addition to probably 
bringing a speedy end to the present war, it would forma 
precedent that might save this and other countries from 
the disaster of war in the future.” 

Copies of the resolution have been sent to the leading 
statesmen of all parties. | 


CHEAP EDITION. 


‘Well calculated to make its mark upon the popular economic thought of our time.”’ 


THE LABOUR MOVEMENT 


PREFACE BY R. B. Hacpang, M.P. 


Crown 8vo. Stiffened paper wrapper, As. net. 


2 NOTES FROM THE REVIEWS. 


“It would not be too much to say that-this_is a book which no 


*Reformer’s Library’ should be without, and what is more, it is a book 


which no one who desires to take up an intelligent attitude towards the 
labour movement can afford to neglect. And this, after all, ought to mean 
everyone : for at a time when ‘things are in the saddle, and ride mankind,’ 
no one can form on ideal of duty without some guidance on industrial 
questions. Mr. Hobhouse’s brochure will add not only strength, but 
substance, to those who dream dreams, and it will rouse out of their 
‘dogmatic slumber’ those who are content to acquiesce in a world of 
commercial competition as the best of all possible worlds. I cannot hope 
to do more than indicate the general outline of Mr. Hobhouse’s argument, 
which is as skilful and suggestive in execution as it is resolute and vigorous 
in conception.”—International Journal of Ethics. 

“Mr. Hobhouse has given us a delightful little book, picturesque, 
readable, and logical; and if these criticisms touch the form rather than 
the matter, let us add that it is full of thought, and full also of fire.”— 
Oxford Magazine. 

“The present cheap edition must be reckoned a splendid shilling’s- 
worth indeed.”—Reformer. 

“Ought to be studied by all who wish to get aclearer insight into 
present-day politics.” —Cambridge Independent. 


Lonpon: T. FISHER UNWIN, Paternoster Square, E.C. 
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I.L.P. Demonstrations. 
GLASGOW. 


A grcat public meeting was held on Friday, 26th October, in the 
City Hall, Glasgow, to celebrate the return of Keir Hardie to 
Parliament and to demonstrate the popularity of I.L.P. principles 
in the city. The Hall, which seats over 3,000 people, was filled. 
W. Martin Haddow, the president of the Glasgow Council of the 
I.L.P., occupied the chair, and was supported by Keir 
Hardie, I.L P. Councillors and the leading local Socialists and 
Trades Unionists. Hardie received a great ovation on rising to 
speak, and the points in his address were approved with an applause 
which displayed how sound at heart the I.L.P. movement remains 
despite its rapid growth in the second city of the kingdom. 


MANCHESTER. 


A similar demonstration, took place in the Free Trade Hall, 
Manchester, two days later (Sunday, 28th October) on the occasion 
of the visit of the National Council to that city. The gathering 
was organised by the Manchester and Salford I.L.P. as a welcome 
to the Council and to Keir Hardie, M.P. The great Hall was 
crowded with an enthusiastic audience of close upon 4,000 people. 
Previous to the opening of the proceedings, and at intervals during 
the progress of the meeting, the Manchester Socialist Choir rendered 
a number of pieces to the delight of the vast assembly. Councillor 
Fred Brocklehurst occupied the chair and was accompanied to the 
platform by J. Bruce Glasier (Chairman of the Party), J. Keir 
Hardie, M.P., Mrs. Pankhurst, Councillor Sutton, Councillor R. A. 
Barrett, T. H. Gunning, and a host of other well-known local sup- 
porters. The proceedings throughout were of the most inspiriting 
character, and never in the history of Manchester I.L.P. has there 
been manifested so pronounced a feeling of revival and strength as 
the speeches called forth. 


BLACKBURN. 


A series of special meetings in connection with the National 
-Council visit to Manchester were also held on Sunday, the 28th 
October, in Blackburn, at which J. R. Macdonald, S. D. Shallard, 
and John Penny were the speakers. The weather, unfortunately, 
» proved very stormy, and deterred the people from assembling in 
_ such large numbers as otherwise would have been the case. Sub- 
Wiegnent visits to Blackburn by Mrs. Bruce Glasier and Philip 
ow.that the good effects wrought by the latter’s Parlia- 


__Snowde 1 
mentary candidature have in no,respect diminished. 


SOCIAL GATHERINGS. 


On Saturday, 27th October, a Tea and Social Gathering was held 
in the ‘‘ Wheat Sheaf’’ Hotel, Manchester, to receive the wembers 
of the National Council and congratulate Keir Hardie on his election 
for Merthyr. About 100 :riends—men and women—sat down to tea, 
and Tom Cook, the Vice-president of the Manchester Party, pre- 
sided. Songs, speeches and readings prolonged the enjoyment of 
the evening till a late hour. 


~ 


I know there are people of good-will now, as there have been in 
all ages, whe have conceived of art as going hand in hand with 
luxury, nay, as being much the same thing. But the idea is false 
from the root up, and most hurtful to art, as I could demonstrate 
to you by many examples.—WILLIAM Morais. 


Do you want to fix the People you impressed during the 
Election ? 


Give them ———~-==2=—. 


CITY BRANCH PAMPHLET No. lI. 
THE INDEPENDENT LABOUR PARTY: 


WHAT IT IS AND WHERE IT STANDS. 


No. 2.—LABOUR LAWS FOR WOMEN. (arp Epition.) 


No. 3—IMPERIALISM: ITS MEANING AND ITS 
TENDENCY. 


Price, One Penny each. 


THE OFFICES OF THE LLP., 
53, Fleet Street, London, E.C. 
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The ‘“ Reynolds” Convention. 


Even at the risk of delaying by a very brief period its 
consignment to a kindly oblivion, we may venture a word 
or two upon the somewhat fantastic gathering which took 
place under the designation of “A Great National Demo- 
cratic Convention,” a week or so ago in London. The 
gathering was, we must acknowledge, an almost startling 
testimony to the hold that Reynolds Newspaper has upon 
the imagination of Radical and Democratic politicians, for 
surely a more imposing newspaper-made “Convention ° 
has never been contrived. All manner of variegated and 
interesting Democrats were there, though indeed what 
they were there for many of them had probably but little 
notion. Reynolds’ Newspaper had summoned them, and. 
they came. It was, we say, a great day or evening for 
Reynolds Newspaper. 

We notice that Reynolds’ alleges that a million workers 
were represented at the gathering. Therein we think our 
contemporary has possessed itself of a delusion. We. 
should be glad to believe that a million workers were even 
interested in the affair, but facts are stubborn things. 

Although no doubt a well-meant undertaking, the Con- 
vention was, we fear, ill-conceived from the beginning. 
There never was the least: shadow of hope of founding a 
new Democratic movement on the programme which was 
framed for the discussion of the meeting. Nor can new 
Democratic movements be made to order. Political move 
ments spontaneously arise; and when they arise they pro- 
claim themselves by many signs and circumstances visible 
to the eye and audible to the ear. There has not been, 
we need hardly say, the least indication that the Demo- 
cracy has suddenly bestirred itself, and is at present eagerly 
groping its way towards a new political path paved with 
such paltry good intentions as payment of election ex- 
penses, manhood suffrage, and a few other unimportant 
measures of political reform. Pte Democracy Makes 
up its mind to some new departure, it will be, we hope, 
to advance beyond official Liberalism, not to retrace its 
steps back half a century. 

Think of a “new Democratic movement ” entering the 
threshold of the twentieth century, about to ask for pay- 
ment of election expenses, but not payment of members! 
And without a word to say upon the land question, the 
housing question, or the question of militarism or im- 
perialism! Brief as was its existence, the New Demo- 
cratic Convention proved itself to be a rather ancient 
affair. 

Payment of election expenses and payment of members, 
etc., are, of course, very desirable reforms, and if obtained 
would considerably facilitate social legislation. But the 
fact is, the bulk of the community has little or no interest 
in those political reforms precisely because the bulk of the 
community does not particularly want any social legisla- 
tion—a fact which the recent elections has made sufficiently 
clear. It is evident, therefore, that what is most urgently 
wanted is not a movement to provide the people with a 
better means of expressing their opinions, but as many 
movements as possible to provide the people with opinions 
to express. 


The Appeal to Reason, the American Socialist newspaper, which 
did so much for the candidature of Debs and Harriman for the 
Presidency and Vice-Presidency of the United States, has a 
weekly circulation of nearly 150,000, and it is constantly in- 
creasing. Over three-quarters of a million of a special number, 
dated November 3rd, were sold. The A. X. is certainly one of 
the best propagandist Socialist organs in the English language. 
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What the I.L.P. is Doing. 


ALVEsTON I.L.P. severely heckled the Parliamentary candidate 
at several of his meetings. Secretary Gilbert Williams has been 
again attacked by Thornbury Hooligans in consequence. The 
Gas Workers’ Union joined the Branch in issuing a manifesto to 
the electors. 

HoLBEcKk Branch has finished a very successful summer season. 
Indoor lectures will be held during the winter. 

TWELVE MeEmBeErRS of the Rutherglen I.L.P. have decided 
to subscribe a penny a week for future election expenses. This 
good example, we trust, will be followed elsewhere. 

W. PickLEs, Chairman of Trades Union Congress, has been 
speaking for the Spen Valley S.S. Let us hope Spen Valley is 
waking up. 

Lhe Clapham Independent and Labour News is the title of the 
latest addition to the ranks of I.L.P. papers. It is to be 
published monthly, price one halfpenny. The first issue 
(November) is brightly written, and if the programme of the 
journal is carried out it should play a useful part in municipal 
developments in the Clapham district. ; 

The Pioneer (Pendlebury) contains a portrait and a descriptive 
sketch of Councillor Philip Snowden, late Parliamentary candi- 
date for Blackburn. 

West BromwicuH I.L.P. has decided to build a Socialist Hall, 
and is trying to raise £100 for this purpose in six months. 

ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE Branch is making preparations for hold- 
ing a Sale of Work and Christmas Tree, with a view to clearing 
off the cost of their recent Parliamentary contest, and providing 
means for participating in the School Board election, which takes 

_ place in January. . 

THE GENERAL SECRETARY has paid an official visit to the 
Birmingham, Wolverhampton and district branches. 

Keir Harvie has been among his constituents delivering 
addresses to enthusiastic meetings and receiving congratulations in 
English and Welsh prose and poetry. . 

ALTHOUGH ALL THE FOUR SOCIALIST CANDIDATES at Blackburn 
Municipal Elections were defeated, they all, with one exception, 
polled larger votes than were obtained last year. Had the contests 
been. three-cornered ones it is believed that at least three of the 
candidates would bave won. ., 


A DEMONSTRATION is to be held in Liverpool on Sunday, 25th 


inst., at which Keir Hardie, M.P., S. D. Shallard, and James 
Parker, members of the National Council will speak. 

Mrs. Bruce GLasiER put nine days’ work into the Bradford 
municipal contests—speaking at indoor and out, and canvassing 
between times. 

S. G. Hosson, Bruce GLASIER, AND S. D. SHALLARD have 
on the occasion of their recent visits to the Leek Labour Church, 
lectured by invitation to the Leek Liberal Club. There have been 
lively discussions, and we hope more light than heat radiated as the 
result of them among the members. 

WILLIE WriGut has been in Scotland, lecturing for the I.L.P., 
in Ayrshire and in a number of the industrial towns. 

Hype I.L.P. put in nomination papers for one of its members as 
a candidate at the recent municipal elections. His nomination was 
rejected, however, on account of the error of a single letter of his 
name, although it was the registration roll that was at fault. 


FOLLOWING upon his Parliamentary campaign, Fred Brocklehurst 
has had to go through the ordeal of a municipal election, and now 
he is in the thick of a School Board contest. 
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No. 44. 


The Question of Policy. 


To be fair to the Liberal and Tory censors of the I.L.P., 
we must acknowledge that they are not its only critics. 
Within the ranks of the I.L.P. the voice of disaffection is 
not quite silent. Murmurings, faint, it is true, have been 
heard here and there—some accusing the party locally of 
indirectly consorting with the Tories, and others complain- 
ing of risky alliances with the Liberals. 

There may or may not be ground in some cases for such 
complaints. Frankly, we are prepared to admit that not 
only must such allegations come, but that good cause for 
them must occasionally come also, not because I.L.P. prin- 
ciples lend themselves to abuse, but because the I.L.P. itself 
is human. Local irritation against the conduct of one or 
other of the political parties has upon more than one 
occasion led members and branches to pursue vindictive 
and sometimes reckless courses at elections. Cases, too, 
have occurred where the personal influence of prominent 
members has persuaded branches into actions against their 
better judgment. Misadventures of this kind are in- 
separable from political warfare, and it is no part of our 
duty to pretend that the I.L.P. is in possession of either 
perfect wisdom or perfect men. 


Recognizing these things, we are far from feeling dis- 
posed to treat all complaints raised against the political 
action of branches as unfounded or merely spiteful accusa- 
tions. There is, and always will be, more than enough 
justification for constant vigilance on the part of all who 


wish to preserve our movement strong and of good repute. 
When, however, complaint arises, as it not infrequently 
does, less from a solicitude to preserve the party on the 
path of resolute independence than from timidity because 
the party is associated for the moment with one or other 
section of the opposition, or from vexation because the 
Liberals rather than the Tories, or the Tories rather than 
the Liberals, are for the moment aimed at, we confess to 
feeling but little sympathy with the complainants. There 
exist a few dissentients in our ranks who are always im- 
placably opposed to voting Liberal under any circum- 
stances, just as there are others who become recalcitrant 
when it is proposed under any circumstances to vote Tory. 
This taint of partiality is usually concealed under especially 
strong asseverations of independence of both political 
parties. These pro-Liberal and pro-Tory dissentients form 
no appreciable portion of the I.L.P., the vast majority of 
which is entirely without fear or favour towards one party 
or another. But, though few in number, they are none 
the less deserving of reply. 

To those who are specially apprehensive of any collusion 
between the I.L.P. and the Liberal Party, recent. cireum- 
stances have no doubt lent countenance to their fears. 
The Liberal Party, realizing its own distressful plight and 
the growing strength of the I.L.P., and, acting on the 
principle that discretion is the better part of valour, has 
recently left our candidates in several constituencies a free 
field to fight the Tories. This fact, coupled with wide- 
spread feeling in our ranks in favour of supporting anti- 
war candidates, undoubtedly brought our electoral forces 
and those of the Liberal Party into temporary juxtaposi- 
tion in a number of constituencies. 


Temporary conjunctions of I.L.P. and Liberal or Tory — 


electoral forces of this kind, are inevitable, and any fear 
of pro-Liberalism which has arisen from the present 
political circumstances is merely the counterpart of the 


fear of pro-loryism which was iucidental to tne Genera 


Election of 1895, and which led some of the feebler- 
minded of our members to take flight from our ranks. It 
is a fear which, in one or other of its forms, will afflict 
the more timid section of Socialists from time to time, just 
as circumstances arise compelling the I.L.P. to throw its 
influence with one or another of the two old political 
parties. 

The policy of neutrality or abstention has the advantage 
—if such it be—of not arousing misapprehensions of this 
kind. That indeed is the chief and perhaps the only ad- 
vantage that can be generally claimed for that policy. 
Though often for this reason a wise and necessary pre- 
caution, an abstention policy is a policy of compromise of 
the completest kind. It possesses, too, the quality of 
fatal facility. It is always an easy resort from the re- 
sponsibility of statesmanship, and is apt to degenerate into 
feebleness and futility. A neutrality or abstention policy 
is no more a condition of independence in politics than 
isolation is a condition of independence in ordinary life. 
It is a policy which will become more and more difficult 
and impolitic as our party grows and our power becomes 
more determinative on the political issues before the 
nation. Common action with one or other of the political 
forces in the field must inevitably become one of our re- 
sources at elections. As our strength grows, the hopeless- 
ness of Liberal opposition to us in certain seats, and of 
Tory opposition to us in others, will become more and 
more manifest, and the adversity of our foes will thus 
bring us strange bed-fellows, whether we will or no. And 
besides this, as our political dominion extends our re- 
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sponsibility for the fate of parties and measures will be- 
come of too vast an importance to the nation to be neg- 
lected or declined by us. 


More and more, therefore, must the policy of inde- 
pendence in this country, as in Germany and elsewhere, 
become less and less a policy of isolation. It would be 
an amazing spectacle indeed were the I.L.P., as it acquires 
the power of arbitrament in politics, to refuse to exercise 
that power. It would be an abandonment of its duty of 
citizenship and of the prerogative which its success im- 
posed upon it. Nay, it would be a cowardly and incom- 
petent policy ; and all the more cowardly and incompetent 
if indulged in because of distrust of our own virtue or 
capacity to act freely for or against the other parties. The 
fear of one’s self is a far greater misfortune than the fear 
of one’s enemies. 


All these are things which we shall have to take into 
account as we go on. They form part of our day’s work, 
as William Morris used to put it cheerily. Doubts and 
difficulties concerning them will constantly present them- 
selves, and we shall have to cleave our way through them 
as best we can. The branches will make mistakes, and 
the whole party may at times fall into an error of judg- 
ment ; but let us be assured that the good sense and the 
good humour of the party will not fail 1t in an emergency. 
The party will right itself by the momentum of its 
Socialism. Our I.L.P. is not an adventitious movement. 
Its growth, the necessity of it, and the inevitableness of 
its policy, are part of the process of the industrial and 
moral development of Society. . 


Above all, let us not be distraught if here and there 
within our ranks some one is found wringing his hands 
and declaring that the party is going to the bad because 
it is getting on well. Failure is not always a proof of 
honesty, nor unpopularity of wisdom; as often as not it 
4s We a@ecriosy berosdd ered “ns ; 
that we are taking a wrong course have assailed our ears 
from the beginning, and it has not infrequently turned out 
that the cries have been but premonitory symptoms of the 
complainers themselves losing faith and falling out by the 
way. 


Tue National Administrative Council has under con- 
sideration an important scheme for adding greatly to the 
financial and propaganda resources of the moveinent. In 
view of the wide public sympathy for the social and anti- 
militarist aims of the Party which the recent elections 
have revealed, the Council feels that it is incumbent upon 
the I.L.P. to undertake wider and more effective action to 
organize public opinion for the purpose of securing the 
return of a number of members pledged to further our 
principles at the earliest opportunity. To accomplish this 
object the funds of the Party must be largely augmented, 
and the Council is hopeful that not only the members of 
the Party but a large section of unattached sympathizers 
will respond to the call that will be made upon them. A 
statement: concerning the new financial scheme and method 
of more extensive propaganda will shortly be issued. 


« 


A STRONG AGITATION is being worked up in Chicago in favour 
of the municipalization of the gas supply. America, like Eng- 
land, is finding that private monopolies do not benefit the people. 
A candidate for U.S.A. Congress in the Los Angeles district has 
adopted as his motto, ‘‘Let the nation own the trusts.” It would 
be difficult to find a more terse epitome of the Socialist idea. 
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Muncipal Election Results. 


BLACKBURN.—Sr, Paut’s Warp 
ile. Gil Wl ee RR oe Se ce ce oe a 912 
Beer Mar ory ti Ee, Ey oer 1s My Mey is snes Wrieeecdlers a's" e Ma niet @ 513 
Bera lL WHA OKiby, . sadder gthed Pha os. deci 399 
ST. MATTHEW’s Warp. 

AMEN SAI ES Se nS SNS | 8 eel ae an ae 849 
UIST SU in] FAN are Sh iO 9) I ae ae i 678 
Per al Mali yg he ewes ods se eee AN 171 

ST. THomMAS' WARD. 
RYN CatAT | Cale ts choca eee OES tibe es digo 'e de 6 ee Siclee s 886 
SAE OC tede Es OCR LH, )irt ha beech ey Gas Ev che seein e+ 6 642 
COnperVallVes UIAJOLIly eerie. ssc ssh o oo oe 244 

ST. ANDREW’s WARD. 
Aba SOLCTD (en) Caras Pass ou. g he ES ORS Woo ee WR Ole oe 788 
Minera Wes tr CCL ECS Da in Goa htt a veo'e vos Pais ocs binnlee Bete’? 269 
CORSEIV ALIVE TAJOLILY Win nels sore ee ales 600s 519 


Gus TEP. loss: 
S.D.F. councillors. 
BRADFORD. 
ALLERTON WARD. 


Sesser etm TS tL. WEY. yo ra tesdaoven deve’. cae.tpeqre nese 883 
VV Gl Cie HRs MMC Neh c= chs ge cen sccm teeters vine clonllitinee seeds 794, 
HE EPG AFOGRCY. 3 yi secede oc besa vse ten sncmess 89 
~ BRADFORD Moor WARD. 
Pes RR. EL Art ley eee NMR ns 5. enc. .oaseoes0'eo Yoo sie ites Ua 1334. 
Joseph Wheaten aattcccs.saeccts rete ses) dane bvacconeet ee Mers 985 
Bee Eee PUAVOEILY em mttavo vee date ee. sso cats oo dba eenieen 349 
LITTLE HorTON WARD. 
mristopnersGreenWOOds(C) of cranes vs snessioupeasoerscapterses 1236 
meee EPICA LiF atie (Holy. le.) rsa son teas cess vcsuscegeungediee sseetass 878 
Conservative MajOrity .....sssesseseeeseseeee recs 308 
EE NATION SEAS VAT 2 D7, ; 
*George Minty LIS Ree ren csc RA TE reget: «++ ovo. deighitine cle sie ans 1,881 
Joseph Hey @) vem tare ts petacbavodeteneelerccdscterdssaet spe 1,309 
1: Ly; PRAT anOPELY eererss wonioce. vets sesugestemeee ese. 572 
NoRTH BIERLEY WEST WARD. 

Rae We Wickham (G)) lattes \iitenreates ..cs.+sn~ ssciaaaabensmen dius 738 
Bdwii bal ford: (Ie 1o.P. }i pegs peat « «sane © - + 0s semenenstes 623 
Athra Kellett (Ind. Liberal) yy tee ct recess... 0. .ssceontvmrars 424, 
Conservative MajOVityaels.:.. odes. scssccentr ene 115 


One I.L.P. gain. 
sentatives (four councillors and two aldermen). 


HALIFAX. 
KINGSTON. 
eee SOUL) Riveces gy diese nducedd. colne de dilees siesta tsean aes serie ogeeere 973 
Jennings Sow00d (L.L.P.)  ceecssesceseccssseeseeceeeeren scene eens 378 
Independent Majority ........scseererersereeeoeeee 595 
NORTH. 
*James Parker (I.L.P.) ..cecsssesesesscseeseecseseneeneeeneeeeesees 778 
Michael McHugh (L.L.P.)  ..ccccscsesessesenscececeseneseeeeeees 484, 
Tea Re AI OLY iy vance sce cie@seesesetsaviecensaaeons 294 
CENTRAL. 
PEG HE PA BUCE La) on. isc. cebivpiess decunwaasanress le canesewsescdecever 572 
Henry Lambert Barrett (1.L.P.) .......csscsereceseesscescesssees 534 
IIPELAL MIAJOTILY® i.. ccs vieepecdscrennssseesed sus cves 08 
PELLON. 
Alfred Binns (L) — ....sccscpesnesecsscersccscceseseceecedaveecenezes 698 
Arthur Taylor (1.L.P.) ...cc...cccceteccngersesevccnecescsevcseccess 533 
Liberal Majority cesriereeerrnsrrererrsees .. 165 
No change. Council contains two I.L.P. representatives. 


- 


The Council now contains one I.L.P. and two 


The Council now contains six I.L.P. repre- 


KEIGHLEY. 
EAST: 
*Wilham F. Hardy (1. 0L.P:) i.sccccstracsuswevs nse oreereen eas 480 
William Thomson (L)  ....ccescssevcececcsesecsaserevsscvesersesees 469 
L.GeP. majority ss sever ceess «<wgeen to ns aeemees 11 
Norvru-East. 
Je TocPollard:(C)> «02.290 siden ons omnaelercadils «ted aia na tery Re meaene 489 
fonathan Gill (L) si. ci..ccccostscnsctnserscnscsnrnebeecreastererurs 304 
Thomas Mackley-(E.L.P.) .is.cs-creseweser espace sca snsetieer ener 144 
No change. Council contains four I.L. P, representatives, in- 


cluding one alderman. 


MANCHESTER. 
BRADFORD WARD. 


*J. EB. Sutton (LE R.) Avi ssctssgencadeatades athe derars pmereneetnaae 3,008 
G., Jennison (C) .....cieeiediss dete vsens ese ecsaie evenens reteeeamanae 1,363 
1.L.P. majority? Sees.. ch sine eee teneeenen tee a 1,645 

HLARPURHEY. 
+i Brocklehurst. (lh. Lek.) wanes. taraea see onde caren eae 3,003 
G. We Chadwick (G)-aenc Avid se rreeres tondeataes eran 2,195 
Llp Pema Orit = ae. oot Weare vaments ap eeee 808 

OPENSHAW. 
B]o= Pollitt: (©): Wecs Teangestomtave uceeace any ataieey at eerdun onenadsan Gio 
(Oa ard acs ay da od egret ers oct eee er Gye er 1,168 
Conservative. majority) crac: naseecs Sereda vas 611 


No change. Council contains three I.L.P. and one S.D.F. 
representatives. 
Results in Brief. 

Finsbury . Penny . Not elected 145 
i EEE a ee i La 

Workington .. Dodgson . Re-elected 983 

¥ .- Holmes apse be 199 

> ee VV ats Ae hia 195 

Stockton . Smith . Re-elected 325 

Hartlepool .. Sherwood . Not elected 185 

Hackney .. Bingley st a: 169 

ie .. Debnam e - 108 

5 .. Horne, C. a . 14! 

* .. Montague = i 123 

ie 7 oomiti & iy 152 

a . Wigan hy *. 143 

St. Pancras .. Horne, G. oe ie 5909 

a .. Chambers a - 989 

ne .» James SE be 893 

y .. Rogers Be: 4 ~ 869 

Clapham son Dartlett 4 a 161 

m .. Strugnell 5 i. 123 

4 .. Crisp a a Se be 

.. Paul “f: BA 110 

a Cera art a a 88 

Ossett .. Wilkinson - a 97 

.. Wilson 3 mS 49 

& .. France . Loss 224 

Oldham . Clynes . Not elected 946 

Bootle .. Wadsworth w v 503 

Wolverhampton Frost Oe ae 335 

Sunderland .. New .. Re-elected .. + 860 

Arbroath . Maclean .. Not elected vu) 45 

4 .. Addison fo Sa. Re ith roe 

Glasgow . Forsyth . Re-elected » eee 2875 

ms .. Haddow, W. M... Not elected es 1189 

Edinburgh . Davidson gery, ” . 1002 

Rochdale <~ Holt wi’ Maas nt «239 

West Ham... Jacobs . Gain +h WoL 

Davis . Re-elected 926 

Summary.—54 candidates, 3 gains, 12 re-elected, 2 losses. Total 


vote 34,180. Average vote 633. 
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The I.L.P. in the General Election. Independent Labour Party Election 
(Continued from last month.) Fund. 
SUBJOINED is a Statement of General Election fee een 
and Expenditure to date, 10th November, 1900. It includes all 
FLETCHER IN CAMLACHIE. ae received oa cae aaa te th crit tree ean It Rr 

THE wide reputation of A. E. Fletcher e ‘ us hat when all the cards and outlying collections are sent in a con- 

rectitude and ae personal qualities, ttre fire ea iaetie eae Bt eueke: ccieexcatninee® iso bhipeh pore are nd aa ae Ree wit 
arian . that part, at least, of the nomination fees paid towards the various 

eastern division of Glasgow one of great interest to hosts of people : . 

outside our ranks and the immediate area of his contest. fee ee ares Soll be ee any io 

The constituency is one in which two former I.L.P. parliamentary RECEIPTS. EXPENDITURE, 
contests took place. Cunninghame Graham fought this seatin a | £ s. d. £ os. d. 
four cornered contest in 1892, obtaining over 900 votes. Threeyears | To Amount of Sub- By Nomination Fees 
later, when Robert Smillie engaged in a three cornered fight, the scriptions, inclu- paid out as fol- 
poll fell to some 600 votes. In the present instance, after many | ding donations lows :— 
futile efforts on the part of the official Liberals to procure a Liberal perLabourLeader, Blackburn - 163 3 4 
candidate, it was eventually thought expedient to allow Mr. Fletcher received by T. Bradford 2 140,;50°/ 0 
a free field against the Tory. D. Benson - 988 17 6 Camlachie - 180 0 0 

Mr. Fletcher proclaimed himself a socialist and a “ pro Boer.” ,, Amount received Leicester - 150 0 0 
His 3,107 votes, therefore, make one of the most notable polls | from HeadOffice 550 0 0 MerthyrTydvil 270 0 0 
recorded for our candidates. His candidature was enthusiastically Preston - - 200 0 0 
promoted by the Camlachie I.L.P., and hearty assistance was given | Gorton - - 25 0 0 
by the other Glasgow branches. The Trades Council and local | South - West 
Irish National League also participated in the fray in his behalf,and Manchester- 100 0 0 
the S.D.F. and the Clarion Scouts and Cyclists worked for his Halifax - - 30 0 0 
return with a will. Sandy Haddow acted as his Election Agent,and | Rochdale - 60 0 0 
the I.L.P. Councillors Mitchel, Stewart and Forsyth, Bailie ,», Ashton - under - 
Ferguson, Wm. Murphy, President of Co-operative Wholesale Lyne 3 - 7010 9 
Society, Wm. Blackwood, Secretary of the Gas Workers Union, _ », Loans to Gorton 150 0 0 
with a host of other local propagandists, shared in the toils of the | », Speakers, travel- 
campaign. ‘ ling, &c. - --22 2 0 

» Lelegrams Cm Stace kG 
» Postages, &c. 016 6 
» General Expen- 
B k] ses - - 0 Geet 
rocklehurst at Manchester. ,, Balance carried 
down - = 22.12 6 
a T eS eS 

Ir was known for many months that the Liberals would, as the | £1,561 10 0 £1,561 10 0 
better part of valour, put no candidate in the field to interfere in rere ———— 
the contest between Fred Brocklehurst and W. T. Galloway the 
sitting Tory member, The doubt as to whether this self efface- | By Balance brought 
ment upon the part of the official Liberals would be handsomely __ down. __- ~ £22 12 6 
supplemented by their calling upon the Liberal voters to record | | =. 
their votes for Brocklehurst was, however, fully justified by events. | November 10th, 1900. 

At the last moment the pronouncement was made that the A T. D. Benson, Treasurer. 
rea rk peat Bare abstain from the polis. It appears Beare eas ye 
that the official Liberals have sulked in their tent ever since | : 
Brocklehurst inaugurated his campaign eighteen months ago, when _ MONTHLY REPORT FROM HEAD OFFICE, 
he declared that he stood absolutely independent of Liberal and | OCTOBER, 1900 
Tory, and refused to submit his candidature to the approval of Bench ia feeein Gctoher rp 
the Liberal party. The 2,398 votes recorded for Brocklehurst Mies ener See ee 

* : : ’ 47 hy sent reports without fees. 
represent, therefore, votes which we hope are definitely alienated fees quarter! 
from the Liberal party. The I.L.P. had accomplished little or no 2 ss a ee f y: + 
organisation in the division, and Brocklehurst had to meet an Theos ne tps eee : 

‘ : ; e income of the Head Office during October was :— 
ey on whose behalf neither money nor misrepresentation was Affiliation Fees £20 16 8 
spared. | f aes 3 i: 

The contest proved one of the most uphill battles in which any eee fae PS + 4 1 ie a 
of our candidates have had to engage in, in town constituencies. National Meanchs a x S : . 

Joe Nuttall acted as election agent, and was assisted by | a ti 3 va y : 
I.L.P. members from all parts of Manchester. peas males pi 2a 
£205 13 0 
The Branch Report Sheet for November must be 
2 | posted on or before the 25th inst. Report Sheets may be 
City Branch. | obtained from the Head Office. 
NEw BRANCHES. 

Mr. T. J. Cobden Sanderson, member of the City Branch of the gas ee ok te es 
1.L.P., will read a paper on ‘‘ Craft and Trade Guilds’ at the next | OLpHam SocraList Society—Secretary, J. Shaw, 21, Barker Street 
meeting of the Branch, on Tuesday, Dec. lith, at 8'\p.m., at Clifford’s | Oldham. ne ‘ 
Inn, Fleet Street. The meeting will be free to all, whether | CHANGE OF SECRETARIES— 
members of the I.L.P. or not. The City Branch decided at its first Barrow-in-Furness—John R. Cameron, 86, Ainslie Street, Barrow-in- 
annual meeting, held on November 7th, to send a copy of the Furness. 

I.L.P. News each month to each of its members, The 4th of the |  Bootle—Ernest Clarke, 50, Queens Road, Bootle. 
City Branch Series of I.L.P. pamphlets is now ready. Itisentitled | Bradford—F. Bramley, 139, Oak Lane, Manningham, Bradford. 
OS Saat Bo tat aeecictin ne Sie ae cunent ee Some | Clydebank—John Trew, 87, Kilbowie Road, Clydebank. 
, estive in vie = = i ry’ : 
ia. School Board Elections y sugg w of approach Glossop—W. F. Hollings, 71, St. Mary’s Road, Glossop. 


Nelson—Jos. Procter, 38, John Street, Nelson. 
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Branch Fees and Reports. 


The following Branches paid fees in October :— 


Alveston, 1s.; Annfield Plain, paid; Arbroath, 2s. 6d.; Ayr, 
1s. 5d.; Barnsley, 3s. 6d.;\ Bedlinog, 5s. ; Birmingham W., 6s. ; 
Blackburn, 6s. 3d.; Bootle, 2s. 1d.; Brechin, 2s. 6d.; Bromley, ts. Gfks 
Cheltenham, 2s.; Chester, tos.; Clapham, 3s.; Cleckheaton, gs. ; 
Clydebank, 2s. 6d.; College, ros.; Consett, 2s. 6d.; Cowdenbeath, 
paid; Cowling, 2s.; Darlington, 2s.6d.; Dudley, 8s. 4d.; East 
Ham, ts. 4d.; Edinburgh, 5s. 5d.; Farnworth, 4s. 2d.; Farsley, 
3s. 6d.; Gillingham, 2s.; Hawick, 1s. 6d.; Hexham, ts. 2d::; > ol- 
beck, 2s. 4d.; Hollinwood, 18s.; Horwich, tos. ; Huddersfield, 
£1 12s. 6d.; Hull, 12s. 4d.; Kensington N., rs. 6d.; Lesmahagow, 
1s.; Littleborough, 2s. 6d.: Liverpool, r5s.; London City, Fl GS ac 
Long Eaton, paid; Longwood, 6s. 9d. ; Milnsbridge, paid; Mother- 
well, 1s. 4d.; Newcastle, ros. ; New Marske, ts. 6d.; Norwich, 13s.; 
Nottingham, 3s. 2d.; Oakengates, 2s. ; Oldham S.S., 2s.; Paisley, 


8s. 4d.; Pendlebury, 1os.; Portsmouth, 5s.; Preston, 4s. 2a 
Rishton, 2s.; Rotherham, 4s.; Rothwell, 3s.; St. Rollox, 6s. 6d. ; 
Salford W., tos.; Shildon, 1s. 6d.; South Shields, 2s. 6d.; 
Sowerby, 6s.; Spen Valley S.S., 1s. 2d.; Stockport, £2 3s. 6d. ; 


Stockton, 4s. 2d.; Sutton-in-Ashfield, 7d.; Thornhill Lees, 16s. 8d.; 


Tottenham, 3s.; Tradeston, 2s. 6d.; Warrington, 3s. 4d. ; 
Werneth, 7s. 64.; West Ham N., 5s.: Woolwich, 7s. ; Yeadon, 
3s. 4d.; Ystalyfera, 1s. (74). 

The following Branches pay fees quarterly :— 

Felling, Finsbury, Lye, Musselburgh, Nelson, Townhill, 


Workington. \(7). 
The following Branches sent Reports without fees :— 


Armley, Ashton-under-Lyne, Aston, Attercliffe, Barrow-in-Furness, 
Birmingham, C., Bolton, Bordesley, Bradford, Bridgeton, Chester- 
field, Crewe, Crook, Crosshills, Darlaston, Darwen, Derby, Doncaster, 
Earlestown, Eccles, Fulham, Glasgow City, Glossop, Hackney, Hali- 
fax, Hartlepool, Islington, Keighley, Kettering, Langley Mill, Leeds 
N., Leicester, Mexborough, Manchester and Salford, Middlesbrough, 
Mossley, Openshaw, Penydarren, Rochdale, St. Pancras, Spen 
Colliery, Stroud, Sunderland, West Bromwich, West Ham S., 
Wolverhampton, York. (47) : 


The following Branches Sent neither reports or tees :—- 


Abertillery, Ashford, Bath, Berkeley, Bermondsey, Birken- 
head, Brighouse, Burslem, Bury, Camlachie, Cardiff, Chalferd 
Cirencester, Colne Valley, Dundee, Elland, Failsworth, Gateshead, 
Gloucester, Govan, Grantham, Greenwich, Halton, Heckmondwike, 
Hunslett E., Hutchesontown, Hyde, Inverness, Kilmarnock, 
Kingswood, Kirriemuir, Lancaster, Leeds C., Leith, Limehouse, 
Macclesfield, Maesycwmmer, Mansfield, Merthyr Vale, Middleton, 
Montrose, Newport, Normanton, Oakworth, Ossett, Otley, Partick, 
Peckham, Pudsey, Ripley; Rutherglen, Southampton, Spennymoor, 
Stalybridge, Sunderland, Tyldesley, Vale of Eeven, Walkden, 
Wishaw, Yarmouth. (60). 


OTHER CASH RECEIVED IN OCTOBER. 


Sales.—Arbroath, ts. 8d.; Bootle, 1s. rrd.; Brechin, 9d.; Brom- 
ley, 3zd.; Clydebank, 3s. 6d.; Consett, rtogd.; Darlington, 
1s. 34d.; Derby, 2s.; Felling, 1s. 9d.; Gillingham, tos. 6d. ; 
Hackney, ro}d.; A. Heaton, £1 ros od.; Huddersfield, 18s. rod. ; 
Hull, 3s. 6d.; Leeds, 1s. 8d.; Leicester £1 7s od.; Liverpool, 15s. ; 
Motherwell, 3s. 8d.; Norwich, 9s.;_ Paisley, 3s. rod.; Penydarren, 
5s. tod.; Sowerby, 7s. 2d.; Stockport, 6s.; Stockton, 2s. 4d. ; 
West Birmingham, 4s.; West Ham S$. rofd.; Office, £11 3s. 11d. 
Total £18 19s. 64d. 


National Branch.—S. Mc. Gowan ts. 
Donation.—P. Harrison 24d. 


Election.—J. Field, 2s. 6d.; S.G., 2s.; A. Grimmeth, 2s. 6d. ; 
C. Jevens, 2s. 6d.; H. Davies, 2s. 6d.; H. F. Hawkes, 2s.; Milns- 
bridge Labour Club, £2.; J. A. and W. Arnot, £1; J. Sparling, 5s.; 
West Bromwich I.L.P., 16s.; Harry Brockhouse, £2 4s.; Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Sproson, 2s. 6d.; A. Priestly, 1s. ; J. W. Holland, 2s. 6d.; 


NEWS. 


T. Hall, 2s.; E. Taylor, 2s. 6d.; G. Anderson, 2s.; W. Pickles, 1s. 
J. Brook, is.5°E.H.>Ellis, rs; A. Bower, 2s. 6d.; H. Thomas, 
2s. 6d.; Ben Clough, 6d.; W. Lockwood, 2s.; J. Hulfield, 2s.; 
T. Wilkinson, 1s.; T. H. Thornton, 1s.; W. Brook; 1s.; H. Bottomley, 
2s.; T. Topping, 2s. 6d.; J. F. Mooney, 2s. 6d.; J. Priestly, 6d, ; 
P. Burrowclough, 1s.; F.Haytack, 6d.; W. Lumb, ts.; C. Maltby, 
18.; J: Steele, 2s.; J. Mossley, 1s.; D, D. Hopkinson, 1s.; A. Martisin, 
5s.) J. Green, 1s.; T. B..1s.; W. H., 6d; A. D.,6d4 JW. Bas. W., 
6d.; Crosshills I.L.P., rrs. 9d.; Hull 1.L.P. (first instalment), £1 5s.; 
Lye I.L.P., collected by Oliver Jenkins, £1 10s:; Edith Quainton 
aud Comrades, tos; E. O. France, collected, 7s.; W. Roughley, 
collected, 5s. 6d.; R. Wilson, collected. 5s.: Joe Wright, Annesley 
Woodhouse, collected, £1 11s. 9d.; Chester I.L.P., tos.; Nelson 
LEP. £2; Atew Crewe lL. P;ers, per, “A: E. Walker, £1 7s. 6d.; 
collected by A. Butler, Cheltenham, 5s.; Clapham I.L.P., collected 
by H. Crisp, 14s.; A. Graysin, Eccles, 2s. 64:;* Hull PsP an oon 
A. Foote, Lochgelly, collected, £1 5s.; E. Chadwick, Rothwell, 
collected, 10s. 9d.; Mark Goodall, Rothwell, collected, 2s. 6d. ; 
Wm. Palfrey, Rothwell, collected, 2s. 6d.; W. Lunn, jun., Rothwell, 
collected, 16s. gd.; A. Danbrook, Crook, collected, 13s.; Wm. 
Faichnie, Falkirk, collected, £1 os. 94.; Kettering I.L.P., collection, 
tos. 3d.; A. Mitchell, collected, ros.; Hanley Labour Church, 
16s. 6d.: A Few Friends, per F. Hayward, 6s. 9d.; Per W. Stubbs, 
New Marske, 2s: 6d.; F. Rogers, Chesterfield, collected, £3 16s. ; 
G. Bowen, Chesterfield, collected, 7s. 6d.; T. K. Clay, Bordesley, 5s.; 
S. H. Morgan, Bordesley, collected, 4s. 3d.; E. Molyneux, Bordes- 
ley, collected, £1 8s.; A. Hunt, Bordesley, collected, 9s.; Felling 
I.L.P., collected, £2 3s.; W. Rowlind, Eccles, collected, 3s.; M. 
Williams, Newcastle, collected, £1 6s.;G. Ness, Neweastle, collected, 


4s. 6d.; Rotherham I.L.P., £4.; Darlington I.L.P., £4 1s.; Hexham 


I.L.P., 5s.; G. Henderson, collected 14s. tod. ; John Baker, collected 
t1s.; G.D.E. 6s.; J. Peacock, collected 19s.; W. Marrs, collected 
15s. 6d.; Music Engraver, 4s. 6d.; J. Riddell, collected 15s. 9d. ; 
Per ‘‘ The Clarion” £53 4s 2d.; H. S. Phillips, 5s. ; John Scullard, 


1os.; Eliza Passmore, 2s. 6d. ; S. E. Southard, 2s. 6d.; G. Gifford, — 


collected 15s. 84d.; Derby I.L.P., 12s.; W. Hughes, collected 11s. ; 
Hawick I.L.P., col. W. Riddle, £1.; McG.G., £2.; Rotherham 
I.L.P., collected £2 5s.; A. Jackson, collected 5s. ; W. Hughes, 
collected 1s. 6d.; Stockport I.L.P., 16s.; Keighley I.L.P., £4 15s. ; 
G. Madelaine, 5s.; J. Smith, 5s.; A. Hill, 5s.; J. Pritchard, 5s. ; 
T. Stott, 5s.; Mr. Ashworth, 6d.; Mr. Weld, 6d.; Lye LL Peaos: 
A: Wilson, 2s.; J: Greenhalgh, ros.5° N. W. Franks? '2s\6de 
E, Hayes, 6d.; W. W. Cayford, 1s,; E. A. Hanks, collected 
ThS3— Gare Es DeVIS, — 
per G. Henderson, J. Johnstone, J. Fenton, J. Robertson, H. 
Izatt, A. .Payton, 9s. \6d-; Spennymoor TP aertes 

Bowen, 6d.; P. Beard, 1s.; Longwood Labour Club, £2.; 
Birkenhead I.L.P., £4 5s. 6d.; Stockton, I.L.P. (ist instal- 
mént); 2.4 SpenshieP. 25 oss 
collected 7s.; W. M’Donald, Clapham, collected 4s.; Crewe L.L-P., 
collected £3.; Rutherglen I.L.P., £2 5s.; A. Dalton, collected at 
Penge, 11s. 6d.; G. Kellie, College, collected r9s.; W. C. Wilson, 
College, collected 3s. 6d.; A. Robertson, College, collected gs.; M. 
Logan, Bridgeton, collected 8s. 6d.; John M’Nicol, collected 16s. 
3d. ; John Searson, collected 8s.; T. Riddle, collectedf1.; William 
Dick, collected 17s. 3d.; T. Myers, Thornhill Lees, col. £1 Is.; 
A. Fernie, Eccles, collected 3s. 6d.; G. S. © Pad,” 2s. 6d.; North 
West Ham I.L.P., £1 5s.; T. Scarff, Shildon, collected 14s. od. ; 
R. Spenceley, Shildon, collected 18s.; D. Lang, Middlestrough, 
collected 14s. 6d.; Joshua Ellis, Slaithwaite, collected 19s. Gd. ; 
Jonas B. Winpenny, Slaithwaite, collected 9s.; N. Gartside, Is. ; 
F.E.G., 6s.; G.R.E., 1s.: P. G., Stroud, 3s.; R, Burrell, Annfield 
Plain, collected 15s.; W. Speakman, Earlestown, collected 17s. ; 
Joseph Hill, collected 11s, 2d.; J. Wombell, collected £1 3s. 6d. ; 
H. Sykes, collected 6s. 6d.; T. Nicholson, collected 2s.; G. Short, 
collected 6s.; T. Dimberline, collected 9s. 6d.; Hugh Wharton, 15s. 
ads} R.. Jones, collected 35.6.5 J. Walton, collected £1 2s. 6d.; 
A. E. Allen, collected 18s.; A. Bannister, collected 6s. 6d.; G. 
Clay, collected 3s.; IT. C. Wilson, collected 1os.; Jos. Hazelip, 
collected £1 6s. 6d.; A. Leake, collected £1 18s. of d.; J. Scholey, 


collected 3s.; Holbeck I.L,P., 10s.; W. Powell, 1s. 4d,; Cris. Kay, 


collected 6s.; C: J. Duxbury, collected 8s. ; Simeon Kay, collected 
3s.; Ainsworth Cooper, collected 11s.; J. Duxbury, collected 8s. ; 
Francis Johnson, collected 12s. 6d.; Total, £165 15s, 7d. 


(Signed) JOHN PENNY, is 
53, Fleet Street, E.C. 


Printed for the I.L.P., by Messrs. Vat & Co. (Trade Union Printers), 170, Farringdon Roai; London, W.C. 
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PARLIAMENT has been suddenly called together to vote 
money to the Government for the war. The voting of 
money to Governments has at all times been the chief, 
and in some instances (notably those of King Charles 
and &c.), the only reason for summoning Parliament 
at all. 


at 


Parliamentary privilege (Parliament, be it observed, 
has no “rights” only ‘“ privileges”) used to be safe- 
guarded by the axiom, ‘“‘grievance before supply.” 
Patriotic war policies, however, have acquired an 
awkward knack of knocking old-fashioned formule of 
popular liberties unceremoniously out of the way. 
Already one session of Parliament has been held, and 
now here comes another, in which no ‘“ grievances” 
need apply, and only bills of supply may come before 
the House. 

It is curious to note how adaptable—one might almost 
say, time-serving—is our parliamentary institution. With 
equal facility it responds, as it deems occasion requires, 
to the will of the people or the behest of the monarchy. 
But yesterday it seemed to have irrevocably shut its 
doors against the least intrusion of kingship or autocracy ; 
to-day, without informality or alteration of posture, it 
complaisantly leaves the door ajar, Even a dullard 
may see how, if but a war with France or any European 
nation took place, our whole parliamentary paladium of 
democracy might fall, without visible act of violence, to 
the ground. 

ae * * 

Meanwhile, alack! for the rare old rousing cry, ‘‘ Peace, 
retrenchment, and reform!” What a far-away sound 
the venerable syllables have now-a-days! They have 
acquired almost a revolutionary chime to the ear! Nor 
can we doubt that they would be regarded as a treason- 
able proclamation by Mr. Chamberlain were he to 
discover them in the private epistle of a member of 
Parliament. 

* oe 

Public interest in all the affairs of the State has been 
eclipsed for a few days by the great arsenic-in-beer 
scare. It was really a very frightsome affair. Next 
to poison in Conservative politics, or in money, or 
half-penny newspapers, nothing could: have threatened 
more universally the lives of the lieges in England than 
poison in the national beverage. Like most other ills the 
common people are heir to, the arsenical adulteration 
has been traced to our old enemy, Competition for Profit. 
If only this scoundrelly old Economic Cause could be 
hoist with his own petard—poisoned, that is to say, 
with his own arsenical glucose—what a happy day it 
would be for England! But again—alas that we have 
to repeat the injunction so often !—Socialism is the only 
remedy—even for bad beer. 


If, however, reports are to be trusted, the English 
artisan has, as usual, sought for himself a remedy which 
is likely to prove as perilous as the disease. He has— 
and what is more, his wife has—it appears taken to 
whisky drinking as a refuge from the perils of the pint- 
pot. Asa result of this desperate resort there has been, 
we are informed, quite a lamentable increase in the num- 
ber of the labouring class seen in a drunken state upon 
the streets in Lancashire towns. One writer alleges that 
in a town where formerly a drunken man or woman in 
the streets was a rare occurrence, he witnessed on a 
recent Saturday night so many people rolling about 
intoxicated that he almost fancied for the moment he was 
walking through the streets of Greenock or Glasgow. 


* 


In an interesting new book upon Ireland, by Mr. 
Gannon, the author laments that the political movements 
for Home Rule, or for separation from England, have 
absorbed the attention of the active mind of the people, 
to the neglect of more possible piecemeal reforms. He 
dreams of what Ireland might have been to-day if she 
had been situated near to Bordeaux, instead of near to 
Bristol. If she had been a province of France she would 
have shared in the advantages of the French Revolution 
of 1789. Large landlordism would have given place to 
peasant proprietors, the state would have encouraged 
local manufactures, and patronised the folk-songs and 
folk-language, the towns would be supplied with cafés 
and promenades, and the military spirit would have its 
outlet in a national army, in which every citizen would 
serve. 


*k *-O OX 


There has passed away in a sadly reproachful fashion 
a strange but gifted being from the literary world, and 
all the world that is—Oscar Wilde. By many his 
genius was appraised very highly, and he was esteemed 
as a man of light in his day. Maybe in a different age 
he might have been a reformer; as it was he did not 
break many chains. He, being a very clever man, saw 
the truth of Socialism, and wrote a very fine article, 
entitled ‘‘The Soul of Man under Socialism.” But his 
socialism was not our work-a-day socialism, and he was 
not of our band. He never came near us—not so much 
as to a single working-man’s meeting, so far as we know. 
He did not like the democracy ; the democracy would 
not have understood him. He had no physicianship for 
the poor. He liked the rich and all the richness of their 
ways exceedingly, and only pinched and _pricked their 
follies with his pen as a gallant likes to nip the arms of 
his mistress. Nevertheless, he had a generous nature, 
and possessed esthetic perception and wit of a very rare 
degree. We regret the merciless judgment that fell 
upon him. His generation rather than himself was at 
fault. 


— 


2 1 Wo eee 


Empire and Dishonour. 


It would appear as if the last days of the nineteenth 
century were to be marked in history as a period in 
which the sentiment of civilisation gave way, and a 
reversion to barbarism occurred among Western nations— 
as a period wherein, amidst the highest achievements of 
science and invention, and the most remarkable develop- 
ment of civic organisation which the world had known, 
there occurred an outbreak of those homicidal and 
predatory passion which it was thought had become 
extinguished in civilised man. 

But a few years ago no Englishman would have 
willingly admitted the likelihood that in the course of a 
year or two Britain would allow millions of people under 
its care to starve—thousands and thousands of them 
falling and rotting on the wayside—without so much as 
devoting a penny from the national exchequer to mitigate 
the extremity of their suffering. Nor would he have 
consented to the notion that almost any conceivable 
provocation would have induced Great Britain to des- 
patch 250,000 troops, and spend a hundred or more 
millions of money, to grab up two small republican 
nations, and in its insensate desperation to stamp out the 
last vestige of the independence of the two states would 
have resorted to the barbarity of Tartar hordes. He 
would have been no less loth to believe that Britain 
would have joined in a military invasion of China with 
powers that, in the name of Christian civilisation, swept 
with fire and sword thousands of men, women, and 
children into rivers, and in public streets massacred men, 
women, and children wholesale, with the worst accom- 
paniments of outrage and pillage. 

Yet such enormities—the perpetration of which would 
hardly have been conceivable to us a few years ago—are 
actual occurrences of the present year, and the greater 
portion of the British have already become accustomed to 
them as but commonplace incidents of Imperialist policy. 

There are signs, too—very faint ones, perhaps—that 
this callosity is invading the sentiment of civilization 
with respect to public conduct within the nation at home. 
At least it is noticeable (else surely the popular Imperialist 
Press would not itself have noticed it) that drunkenness, 
the ravishment of girls in the streets, riot and black- 
guardism generally, are becoming somewhat customary 
and apparently sympathetic accompaniments in our chief 
city of Imperialist excesses abroad. There are, we might 
almost begin to fear, circumstances enough to awaken 
the surmise that the civilised nation of Great Britain is 
beginning to fall into the depraved national habits that 
were early indications of the rottening away of the great 
empires of the past. 

For ourselves, as Socialists, though our voice may 
hardly be heard, we protest with deepest indignation 
against the shameful deeds that are being done in the 
name of Empire at home and abroad. We declare that 
the wholesale burning of Boer homesteads, raised with 
immense human toil in the wilderness, and the penalizing 
of women and children, is an abominable and cowardly 
resort—no matter what pretext be alleged in its behalf. 
We protest against the misgovernment and plunder and 
neglect in their utmost extremity of the Indian people, 
and we join with the Socialists of Europe in repudiating 
the infamous behaviour of the Allied troops in China. 
Civilization is mocked by such deeds, and the name and 
fame of Britain are indelibly disgraced. 


 —— 


NEWS. 


Freethought in the Nineteenth 
Century. 


The publication of Ernest Haeckels’ ‘‘ Riddle of the 
Universe at the Close of the Nineteenth Century,” seems 


to mark an anti-climax in the scientific assault upon 


_ the religious interpretation of phenomena. 


Confident 


_ and immensely able as the great evolutionist and free- 
_ thinker writes (and we honour him highly for his services 
_ to knowledge), his book nevertheless leaves an impres- 


sion of overstrained effort, and a doubtful hypothesis. 
The expectation which existed in scientific minds 30 years 
ago that science was, or would be, able to offer a sufficient 
materialistic rationale of the manifestations of matter and 
mind, life and creation, has almost passed away. 
Numerous scientific men, who have abandoned for ever 
Christian belief, seem to be turning away distraught 
from dogmatic “ materialism,” and are finding themselves 
brought strangely back, as in a circle, to the conviction | 
that there is a power, a mystery, an order—a creative 
something—in the world, which chemical analysis and 
physiological investigation is no nearer explaining than 
the superstitions of old. 

Haeckels’ book reminds us, however, of how much has” 
been won from freedom of thought during the century. 
The Church has been finally dethroned as the prescriptor — 
of belief either concerning religion or secular knowledge.* 
Men are free in most European lands, and in America 
and the colonies, to think and write as they choose con- 
cerning science, religion, and history. That is a great 
gain—perhaps the greatest gain of freedom that the 
century has seen accomplished. Never again, let us 


hope, shall either Church or State, or any other institu- 


tion usurp power to dictate opinions or repress freedom of 
thought and speech upon questions of belief. Let us 


remember with gratitude the courage and toil of those 


men who fought and won this great liberty for us—of whom 
Priestley, Paine, Burns, Byron, Shelley, Owen, Carlyle, 
Lyell, Darwin, Mill, Huxley, Tyndall, and Bradlaugh 
were a few amongst the many. : ; 


Publications Received. 


“The Labour Movement,” by L. T. Hobhouse, Second Edition, 98 
pp. stiff cover, 1/- nett. T. FisH—ER UNWIN. 

It is sufficent here to notify the issue of this new and cheaper 
edition. 


“Commerce and Christianity,” by the author of ‘Life in our 
Villages,’ 205 pp., cloth, 3/6 nett. Swan SONNENSCHEIN & Co. 

‘A precise, definite, and direct application of religious principles 
to our commercial affairs is the great need of our times. This small 
book is a plea for such application.”—Extract from preface. Well 
worth reading. 


«A Short Account of the Origin and Development of our Guardian- 
ship of the Poor,’ by Mary Simmons. 32 pp., 6d. NATIONAL 
HomE READING UNION. 

In view of the coming Guardians’ Elections will be useful. 


Advance (San Francisco), Cosme Monthly, The Tocsin (Mel- 
bourn), People and Collectivist (Sydney), Appeal to Reason, The 
Labour Pioneer (Cardiff), Maidstone Telephone, Correspondenzblatt, 
The Throstle (West Bromwich), The Railway Review, Keighley 
Journal, Daylight (Norwich), Scottish Co- operator, Blackburn Labour: 
Journal, Swansea Workers’ Journal, Land and Labour, East Ward 
Advertiser (Bradford), Justice, Clarion, Labour Leader, Social 
Democrat, Young Oxtord, Chelsea Pick and Shovel, Clapham In- 
dependent, Municipal Reformer, Liberty Review, Llais Llafur 
(Ystalyfera), South West Ham Worker, Nelson Socialist Journal. 

It is specially requested that copies of all papers issued by 
branches be forwarded to Head Office. The Secretary will also be 
pleased to receive copies of all local circulars and Election addresses. 


LL Ps NEWS: 2 


International Notes. 


France. 

The French people have shown a wise self-restraint 
in the presence of ex-President Kruger. The Radicals 
and Socialists have managed to keep the Jingo intriguers 
in check for the present. They have not forgotten that 
the party of 22,000 mayors at Paris was only marred by 
the presence of the Chauvinist Regis, the anti-Semite. 
At the Paris Exhibition were many conferences of inter- 
national reformers, scientists, and workmen, and the 
Government of France has set an example to our 
prancing pro-consuls and latter-day Cleons. 

Germany. 

In Germany, as in England, soldiers at the front are 
liable to have their letters confiscated. Bebel, the leader 
of the Socialist group in the Reichstag, had the 
sympathy of a good part of the members of the House 
when he attacked the blood-thirsty speeches which the 
Emperor had addressed to his troops before they set out 
to ‘‘civilise”’ the Chinese. Pastor Naumann, the leader 
of the Christian Socialist party, defends official militar- 
ism, like Price Hughes in England. | Busstag, or fast- 
day, occurred a few weeks ago. This is nowadays a sort 
of Bank Holiday, but the papers issued leading articles 
groaning over the spread of immorality, as instanced by 
the recent exposure of millionaire Sternberg, a corrupter 
of young girls, and wholesale briber of the police. The 
Socialist papers have published a letter, written by an 
official of the Home Office, demanding subscriptions 
from rich employers to agitate in favour of a Govern- 
ment bill to crush strikes. In Austria the Socialists are 
the only politicians in favour of peace, and opposed to 
the violent racial hatred with which that country is now 
perturbed. 


Russia. 


Zhe Russias press kas been allowed to inveigh against _ 


German cruelty in China; the German press exposed 
the cruelty of Russian troops in Manchuria ; the English 
press is shocked at the doings of all the other armies in 
the far East; while all the foreign papers are disgusted 
at Kitchener’s Weylerism in the Transvaal. The pot 
calls the kettle black. The Russian Government is 
developing trade in Siberia at the national expense, 
while starving its moujiks abroad. Mr. Nobel, the 
inventor of dynamite, has left a bequest to be given to 
the man who has done most for international peace. It 
is said that Verestchagin, the realistic Russian artist, 
will probably receive the prize. 

Japan. 4h 

The Japanese are befouling their hillsides by erecting 
huge advertisements on hoardings, and the men are 
buying hideous English clothes. English cheap and 
shoddy garments have almost destroyed the artistic 
traditions of India, and it seems probable that they may 
supersede the exquisitely beautiful female costumes of 
the Japs. Megalomania and imperialism is, unfor- 
tunately, growing in the far East; but the Japanese 
people have been quite unable to harmonise it with 
Christianity, and, though tolerant in theology, they do 
not embrace the Christian religion any more than the 
more conservative Chinese. The simplicity of life in 
Japan lessens the force of caste; when all people live on 
rice, and inhabit houses made of cardboard, they remem- 
ber that they are composed of the same flesh and blood. 


New Zealand. 


The Times having tiraded against Australian debts, the 
agents-general of several colonies have explained that 
these debts represent reproductive assets, ¢.g., railways, 
tramways, telegraphs, harbours, bridges, water supply, 
schools, and other public works. In Victoria seven rail- 
ways have been built without contractors or middlemen. 
New Zealand is importing stud horses and bulls at 
Government expense. Infant industries and growing 
districts are deliberately encouraged. All men and 
women over 65, who have lived in the colony 25 years, 
are entitled to a pension. There is a graduated land 
tax, graduated especially against absentee landholders, 
Loans are advanced to bona fide settlers. There is a 
Government department which undertakes duties of 
trustees and executors. The details of the Labour Laws, 
&c., of New Zealand are well described in a little 
pamphlet by Howard, entitled ‘‘ New Zealand in a Nut- 
shell,” published at Girard, Kansas, U.S.A. 


The School Board Elections. 


So far as the School Board elections have gone, the 
results have proved generally favourable to our I.L.P. 
candidatures. Seats have, however, been lost to our 
party in Rochdale, Salford, and Leeds—chiefly by 
reason of defective electioneering. In the former town, 
Peter Lee, a well-esteemed representative, has been 
defeated, owing, we think, to the faulty calculation of the 
joint I.L.P. and S.D.F. committee, in deciding to run an 
additional candidate. Recent election results in Roch- 


_ dale hardly justified such a course. In Manchester and 


Bradford, our School Board candidates have emerged 
as successfully as did our Town Council representatives 
apa Be ase places Ti_is interesting to note_the. 
variation of policy adopted in the two towns. In the 
case of Manchester, Fred Brocklehurst and Mrs. Pank- 
hurst, the nominees of the I.L.P. and the Trades Council 
respectively, ran in association with the United Educa- 
tional Party; a course justified, we doubt not, by the 
issues of the contest there. In Bradford, on the other 
hand, Miss McMillan and the Rev. R. Roberts stood as 
the joint I.L.P. and Trades’ Union candidates, and ran 
independent of the Progressive Party. The positions 
upon the poll obtained by the candidates in both 
cases were highly satisfactory. We are glad to note the 
gain of a seat at Stockton, where Mrs. H. Jennie Baker 
has been elected. At Birmingham, the I.L.P. and the 
S.D.F. separated their forces. In conjunction with the 
Trades Council and the Socialist Centre, the I.L.P. 
nominated and supported Mr. Millington, chairman of 
the Birmingham Trades Council. The S.D.F. refused 
to take part in the joint candidature, and promoted one 
of their own. Millington polled over 22,000 votes, and 
Griffin, the S.D.F. nominee, some 3,000 odd. Both 
were defeated. 


ELEGIION@ eRe oui is 


We are holding over a statement of the results of recent I.L.P. 
Town Council bye-elections and School Board Candidatures till 


next month. 


—_—_ 


4 PeP? 


What the I.L.P. is Doing. 


Farnworth I.L.P. has considerably increased its membership 
and activity recently. The branch has never failed to send its fees 
to head-quarters during the past four years. On Sunday evening, 
2nd December, Bruce Glasier, at the conclusion of the Labour 
Church meeting, held a conference with the members. 


At Nottingham (St. Alban’s Ward) the I.L.P. candidate, G. 
Robinson, has been returned with a majority of 474 over the votes 
recorded for the retiring Liberal representative. ‘This is the first 
election success the Nottingham I.L.P. has had for several years, 
and it is a highly auspicious one. 


A large attendance assembled in the Gilfillan Hall, Dundee, on 
Sunday evening, 25th November, to hear Joseph Clayton lecture, 
under the auspices of the I.L.P., on‘‘ Britain's Real Enemies.”” The 
Rev. Walter Walsh, who presided, said he had great respect for 
the I.L.P., and he believed the party had a great future before it. 


_ George Gale, who stood as the I.L.P. candidate for Leeds School 
Board, put forward a programme which contained an admirable 
statement of the Socialist educational principles. | He was unfor- 
tunately not elected. . 


Among the very few I.L.P. School Board members who have 
failed to secure re-election upon the present occasion, we regret to 
see the name of Peter Lee, of Rochdale. His defeat was quite un- 
expected by the public, and many who have little sympathy with 
Socialism expressed regret that his services have been lost for a 
season to the Board, upon which he has rendered exemplary service 
to the children and the public. 


M. Batty reports cheerily of the Barrow Branch. It has collected 
£8 7s. for the General Election Fund, and has fought a municipal 
election in conjunction with several trade unions, coming within 65 
votes of beating a strong opponent of 12 years’ standing in the 
Council. The combined committee had to raise £9 to clear 
expenses, a task which has also been accomplished. 


WaLsALL.—As a result of the General Secretary’s visit to Walsall 
a month ago, a branch of a dozen members has been formed there. 


Blackburn Branch sends its monthly balance sheet regularly to 
head office. The receipts for October (including balance in hand 
of £5 17s. 3d.) amounted to £16 13s. 8d.; the expenditure 
£4 17s. 10d. The latter item included 2s. 6d. for chalk. 


Robert Blatchford takes the chair, and Bruce Glasier lectures, for 
Rotherham I.L.P. on Sunday 26th January. On the previous 
wy Gini tHICLeAis tO bo a Clare Peliowship dinner. ee 

Bolton I.L.P. has now closed its drinking bar, and there is every 
sign that a new era of prosperity is before the movement in that 
town. C. Allen Clarke, James Sims, and many more Socialists who 
have hitherto held aloof from the branch have joined. 


Stockton I.L.P. is hereby heartily congratulated on the election 
of H. Jennie Baker to the School Board, and also Manchester on 
the election of Mrs. Pankhurst: two admirable additions to our 
women representatives. 


Notwithstanding some unfortunate experiences of Labour 
councillors, Wolverhampton seems determined to persist in electing 
I.L.P. members. At the recent vacancy in St. John’s Ward 
Stewart (I.L.P.) was returned with 418 votes, against Rhodes (L.U.) 
264, and James (C.) 40, a majority of 114 over the combined votes 
of his opponents, which credit is due to Fellows, Nerney and 
Frost for the spirit with which they carried on the e ectioneering, 
and to Norris, who acted as agent, and who is one of the ablest 
organisers in our ranks. 


Warrington Branch has had a series of Hutchinson Trust lectures 
from S. D. Shallard. The audiences were fairly good, and the 
lectures should have considerable educational results. 


An LL.P. sale of work is to be held in Birmingham on Friday 
and Saturday, 21st and 22nd December. Mrs. Bruce Glasier will 
open the proceedings on the Saturday. 


A municipal bye election was fought on Friday, 2nd inst., in St: 
Bartholomew's Ward, Birmingham, the Tory candidate polling 886 
and A. Keegan, who ran as an Independent Labour candidate, 672, 
which is a good result. 


At a recent meeting of the Birmingham Trades Council Frank 
Spires (I.L.P.) moved a resolution in favour of affiliating to the 
Labour Representative Committee (United Labour Party), and got 
it carried. This means an addition of 25,000 to the affiliated 
membership. 
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Independent Labour Party. 


Heap OrFice, 53, FLEET STREET, Lonpon, E.C. 


All inquiries with respect to the I.L.P. should be addressed to 
the above office. 

Socialists willing to assist in forming branches are requested to 
communicate with the Secretary. . 


I.L.P. PUBLICATIONS. 


I.L.P. Manifesto—Large Poster 69in. by 45in. Deals with the 
aims and position of the Party. Clearly printed, and easily 


read. Price, 3s. per doz. : 
I.L.P. Manifesto.—Small Poster. Suitable for window display, 
size 173in. by 224in Price, 9d. per doz. 
Members’ Pence Cavds.—4d. per doz., post free. 
Rules._-To insert in Pence Cards (with rubber bands), 4d. per doz. 


CAROLINE MARTYN MEMORIAL LIBRARY. 


No. 1. Politics and the I.L.P.—By John Edwards. Pamphlet, 16 pp. 
being the paper read at the Annual Conference, 1897, re-written 
and enlarged. Price, 1d. 


No. 2. Independent Labour Party.—Statement of Principles. Leaflet, 
4pp. Price, 4s. per 1,000. 

No. 3. A Labour Catechism.—Leaflet, 4pp., arranged in question and 
answer form. Price, 4s. per 1,000. 

No. 4. What Boards of Guardians Can Do.—Leaflet, 4pp., by Mrs. 


Pankhurst. Price, 4s. per 1,000. 


I.L.P. News. 


ISSUED BY THE ADMINISTRATIVE CoUNCIL. 


Subscription Rates: One year. 1s. 6d.; six months, 9d.: one month, 
1d. Post free. For advertising rates write the Publisher, 
“TL.P. News,” Fleet Street, E.C. 


Heap OFFicE, 53, FLEET STREET, E.C. 
DECEMER, 1goo. 


No. 45. 


New-Propaganda & Finance Scheme. 


IMPORTANT RESOLUTION OF THE NATIONAL 
COUNCIL. 


The following resolution has been adopted by the 
Council of the Party :— 


In view of the strength of the anti-war and social reform feeling 
existing in the nation, as revealed by the remarkable polls cast 
under adverse circumstances for Labour and Anti-war candidates 
at the recent General Election, the Council of the I.L.P. is of 
opinion that an extensive and systematic effort should be made to 
strengthen this sentiment, so as to secure the return to Parliament, 
when next anopportunity offers, ofa party which will make the uplifting 
of the social conditions of the people its first care, and which will com- 
bat fearlessly the growing military spirit. To this end the Council 
hereby resolves to organise a vigorous and sustained educational 
campaign by means of public meetings, demonstrations, distribution 
of literature, and by all such other means as experience may sug- 
gest. By such a campaign, the Council believes that the industrial, 
moral, and advanced political forces of the nation may be brought 
together into harmonious working combination, and whilst keeping 
the higher aims of Socialism in view, compel early and effective 
legislation on such matters of public importance as the treatment of 
the aged, want of employment, housing of the people, intemperance, 
and kindred questions. 

To carry this into effect, it is hereby resolved that a special cam- 
paign fund of £1,000 per annum for five years be opened. This fund 
shall be applied exclusively to the purposes set out above, and 
shall not be used either to finance elections or in connection with 
the ordinary work of the I.L.P. organisation, and members and 
sympathisers are invited to co-operate in carrying out this proposal, 
either by personal service or monetary contributions. 
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It is further resolved that for the proper ordering of the 
financial arrangements of this campaign, a special finance com- 
mittee shall be appointed by the National Council, and that re- 
presentatives qualified, in view of the special work to be done, 
shall be appointed in every centre of population. 

That the following form the Financial Committee having charge 
of this fund on behalf of the N.A.C.:—T.D. Benson, Roby House, 
Clitheroe, treasurer; John Edwards, Liverpool; Arthur Priest- 
man, Bradford; A. M. Thompson, of the Clavion; Miss McMillan, 
Bradford; Walter Crane, London; W. Hutchinson, Halifax; H. C. 
D. Scott, Manchester. 


The National Council has, we think, taken a wise and 
timely course in adopting the resolution printed above. 
The inadequacy of the present scale of progaganda, 
consequent upon the inadequacy of the funds of the 
Party, has long been evident. It is simply impossible 
for the Party to carry on a national agitation for Social- 
ism worthy of its aims, and commensurate with the 
political opportunities of the period, by means of the 
present financial method of a shilling a member annually 
to headquarters. The attempt to do so is proving 
ruinous to much of the best effort and finest inspiration 
of our movement. Only a small portion of the member- 
ship of the Party is represented by total fees that come 
in. In many instances the fees intended for the central 
funds are arrested for local purposes, and never reach 
our treasurer. 

Not only, however, has the capitation fee system 
failed to function adequately, but even were the dues 
forthcoming from every member to headquarters, the 
sum of such contributions would in no degree indicate 
the paying capacity of the Socialist movement. There 
are thousands of members who can and ought to afford 
more than a shilling a year for national purpose. There 
are thousands of sympathisers who for various reasons 
¢annot or dare not, or will not, become members of a 
political Socialist party, and who therefore do not at present 
contribute at 21. And lastly, there are members who 
for certain reasons Have no great heart-in giving large 
subscriptions for local purposes but would nevertheless 
gladly contribute freely for the national objects. 

With the beginning of a new century, the National 
Council is resolved that a new and in every way larger 
Socialist agitation shall be promoted in our country. 

This the Council hopes to accomplish by improving 
the present course of propaganda, in point of scale, 
efficiency, and wider distribution, rather than by the 
adoption of novel methods of agitation. It is proposed 
to hold large, well-organised demonstrations in the 
; leading industrial centres, for which purpose the Council 
will enlist the services of the foremost men and women 
of the British Labour and Socialist movement, and, 
occasionally, speakers from Omiermiands-y sty asiealso 
proposed that special missions be carried on in districts 
where public opinion is ripening, and where industrial 
disputes or local reform agitations arise. It is believed, 
for example, that with earnest systematic educational 
effort, half-a-dozen I.L.P. representatives might accom- 
pany Keir Hardie into the next Parliament from South 
Wales alone. In the great industrial districts of 
Wolverhampton, Durham, and the Tyneside, a revolu- 
tion in the parliamentary representation of the locality 
might, at the next General Election, be accomplished 
by well-directed propaganda. 

The Council is also of opinion that the prestige and 
influence which the Party has obtained by reason of its 
strength at the municipal polls fits it for taking a much 


more prominent part in urging practical measures of 
improvement upon local reform, political, and religious 
agencies, than it has hitherto done; and that the time 
has come when the I.L.P. may rightly assume the 
initiative in bringing together all practical reform forces, 
for immediate action in local affairs. 

Arrangements are being made to have the new fund 
inaugurated at an early date, and the Council is sanguine 
that there will be a prompt and generous response to the 
committee’s appeal. 


Payment of Fees to Headquarters. 


There must, however, be no misapprehension con- 
cerning the maintenance of the ordinary branch pay- 
ments to headquarters. The new fund is not intended 
to supplant, but to supplement, the regular contributions 
of members. The headquarter duties and expenses will 
not be less, but greater, than formerly—and the greater 
the better. So far, indeed, from there being any dis- 
position to lessen the need and duty of every member 
and branch paying the capitation fees, the feeling among 
all earnest men in the Party is that the rule as to pay- 
ment of fees must be made more rigid and compulsory. 

At present, the income of the head office does not ° 
meet the expenditure. 

Members and branches have indeed in many instances 
become amazingly indifferent to their obligation in this 
respect. This defect is one which will speedily have to 
be remedied. Branches and members must henceforth 
regard this matter as duty of first importance. 

The national organisation of the Party must be main- 
tained, and for that purpose a regular income from the 
branches is essential. We are not ashamed of the 
poverty of the Party: so far as it is honest poverty. 
But poverty, honest as it may be, though not a crime, is 
sadly ineonvenie itics, poverty is a most waste- — 
ful and stupid inconvenience. It makes of almost non- 
avail the hardest toil of our men. It wearies out the 
enthusiasm of our best members. It has broken the 
heart of some of them ere now. 

Well, then. We are entering upon a new century. 
Let us do so with high faith in our cause, and with 
generous means to accomplish it. 


The new Parliament has met. But dissemble as it 
may, it is the same old Parliament of six years ago over 
again. The infusion of two hundred odd new members 
has not rejuvenated or invigorated it perceptibly. The 
Liberal opposition is still feeble in spirit as it is small in 
body. Already, after only a few days’ debate upon the 
war, the front Opposition bench has surrendered abjectly 
to the Government. Their resolution, their wit, and 
statesmanship dissolved pitifully at Mr. Chamberlain’s 
first blast. Only the speeches of half-a-dozen Radicals, 
together with those of John Burns and Keir Hardie, 
possessed the authentic note of parliamentary battle. 

Buckup! Gentlemen, we would exclaim, for Heaven’s 
sake, buck up, good Liberal front-bench gentlemen! 
Be not so ashamed of your principles. Let not your 
own shadow so terrify you. If Liberalism must die, at 
least let it die game. 

When Cecil Rhodes in donating £10,000 to Mr. 
Parnell’s funds stipulated for the retention of Irish 
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members in the House of Commons, he had, we may 
suppose, a further object in view than merely the secur- 
ing of Irish seats in the Imperial Parliament for Mr. 
Rochefort Maquire and his other satellites. Mr. Rhodes 
may have foreseen the wretched pusilanimity which the 
Liberal Party would show in fighting Mr. Chamberlain, 
if deprived of the support of the Irish members. For 
even in those days the rival imperialist pretentions of 
‘Mr. Chamberlain were beginning to bud. At any rate, 
there can be no manner of doubt but that in the absence 
of the Nationalist members (the Irish Party having 
resolved not to attend the present session) the Liberal 
Party has made an amazingly infantile attempt at 
‘playing statesmen” against the Tory Administration. 


Jottings. 
By Joun Penny, General Secretary. 


Although most encouraging reports are coming in from the 
localities, showing renewed energy and enthusiasm in the Party, 
it is to be regretted that the payment of fees is still neglected. In 
November the sum received was £19 7s. 6d., which indicates that 
only about one-third of the members have contributed their quota 
towards the National Funds. It is true the Election Fund is growing 
rapidly—members are subscribing and collecting remarkably well— 
but the Election Fund is held by the National Council as a trust 
and cannot be disbursed for other than purely election work. The 
fees constitute the main factor of the General Fund from which the 
ordinary expenses of the Party such as rent, travelling, salaries, etc., 
have to be defrayed, and if the General Fund is not up to the mark, 
the Party is bound to run into debt. Many of the larger branches 
are a long way in arrears with their payments, and I would seriously 
urge the members to see that some attempt is made to put matters 
right without delay. 

Another point with regard to the payment of fees is that represen- 
tation at the Annual Conference depends upon the amount a branch 
has paid during the year. We are all looking forward to a great 
Conference at Leicester next Easter, for which our local comrades 
are already making preparations, but our expectations will not be 
realised unless some of the branches pay up very soon. There are 
still three months to go before the end of the financial year (February 
28th, 1901), but that is none too long a period in which ta wipe off 
the present deficit. 

The Conference of Socialist and Labour Elected Persons will be 
‘held at Leicester on Good Friday and following day, The joint Secre- 
taries are Ed. R. Pease, Fabian Society, 3, Clement's Inn, London, and 
myself. Arrangements are now in hand and we hope that the Con- 
ference will be more successful and of even more public interest than 
any of its predecessors. We shall be glad to receive at an early date 
the names of the comrades who desire to attend. 

I am endeavouring to compile a directory of Socialists—attached 
or otherwise—in the British Isles. The names will not be published 
for obvious reasons, but I anticipate that the directory will be of 
considerable service. I want especially to get in touch with Socialists 
in out-of-the-way districts. It is just possible that in some of the 
towns and villages, where there are no branches, I may find half-a- 
dozen or more Socialists who are quite unknown to each other, and 
so bring them together. Also, if I find a fair sprinkling of Socialists 
in some particular district, it may be possible to send down an 
organiser and secure good results. I shall be obliged, therefore, if 
readers will send in as many names as they possibly can. The par- 
ticulars required are (1) Name of Parliamentary constituency, (2) 
Name of Individual, (3) Correct postal address. 

The First Annual Labour Representation Conference will be held 
at Manchester, on Friday and Saturday, February 1st and 2nd, 1got. 
The Secretary, J. Ramsay MacDonald, 3, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
W.C., has issued a preliminary notice in which he asks the Socialist, 
Trade Union, and Co-operative Societies to take early steps to be 
adequately represented, 


_ Conflicting nominations for the School Board having been put in 
by the Oldham Socialist Society, the Oldham I.L.P. Clubs sub- 
mitted the matter to the chairman of the party, Mr. Bruce Glasier, 
and Councillor Barrett, with M. T. Simm as arbitrator. In con- 
formity with the decision of the arbitrators, one of the candidates 
was withdrawn. 


before the election. 
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Campaign Notes. 


COUNCILLOR JOHNSTON AT ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE. 


It was originally intended that Councillor R. A. Barrett should 
contest the Ashton-under-Lyne division in the I.L.P. interest. 
Councillor Barrett, being a local manufacturer with an excellent 
personal and public reputation, there can be little doubt but had he 
been able to pursue his candidature, a very large vote would have 
been recorded in his behalf. Acting, however, on medical advice 
he had reluctantly to resign his candidature some three months 
Councillor James Johnston, J.P., of Manches- 
ter, was thereupon invited to take up the flag, and was formally 
adopted several weeks before the dissolution of Parliament. The 
Liberals, although there existed no probability of their winning the 
seat even were there no Labour candidate in the field, determined 
at the last moment to enter the fray, and imported the usual London 
barrister for that purpose. 

It must be confessed that the Ashton Branch, although possessed 
of a large membership, and many excellent workers, lacked the 
organisation and electoral machinery essential to a vigorous parlia- 
mentary campaign. Councillor Johnston, therefore, from the 
beginning hada heavy and hopeless task. The vote (739) polled for 
him, although the lowest recorded on our list, was by no means a 
negligible or undesirable addition to our returns. By referring to 
the figures given in our issue for October it will be seen that the 
Tory vote exceeded the I.L.P. and Liberal combined. 

Councillor Barrett, M. T. Simm, W. H. Lodge, and other local 
friends worked with all their might, and Bruce Glasier, Mrs. Bruce 
Glasier, the Rev. Charles Peach, Rev. Bodell Smith, Charles 
Gregory, and many others gave important assistance. 


ALLEN CLARKE AT ROCHDALE. 


Allen Clarke’s candidature at Rochdale has provoked much con- 
troversy in Liberal circles in Lancashire. It is declared that but 
for his presence in the poll the Liberal candidate would have been 
elected. This statement is not perhaps an extravagant one, inview 
of the fact that Clarke polled go1 votes, while the Liberal was only 
19 short of heading the poll. It is impossible, however, to say how 
many of Clarke’s votes would have been given to the Liberal had 
Clarke not been in the contest. Evidently, until the declaration of 
the poll, there still existed in Rochdale a number of Liberals who, 
notwithstanding the lesson of George Barnes’ candidature in 1895, 
cherished the opinion that it did not greatly matter to their party 
whether the Socialists ran a candidate or not. They are now, 
happily, undeceived. Perhaps, too, the Liberals not only of Roch- 
dale but elsewhere in many parts, will now better understand than 
they have hitherto done the real significance of Independent Labour 
politics. 

The Rochdale candidature was jointly promoted by the I.L.P. 
and the S.D.F. Splendid meetings were held, Allen Clarke creating 
a most excellent impression by his speeches, which were of a cast 
entirely different to the usual run of political harangues. Simple 
and homely in phrase, and replete with quaint humour, they never- 
theless sounded the depths of Socialist and Labour principles. The 
withdrawal of Mr. Saunders Jacobs, the adopted Socialist candidate, 
a month or two previous to the election, no doubt greatly prejudiced 
Allen Clarke's candidature. George Chew acted as election agent, 
and platform help was rendered by S. G. Hobson, Bruce Glasier, 
George Barnes, Isaac Mitchell, Rev. H. Bodell Smith, James Sims, 
and others. 


————— 


Obituary. 
JAMES THOMPSON, OF GLASGOW. 


After a long illness from chest trouble, James Thompson, formerly 
of the Glasgow Socialist League, died at Eaglesham, on Sunday, 
the 3rd December. James Thompson was one of a considerable: 
group of young men who cut the traces of Liberalism in the early 
eighties, and entered enthusiastically into the new politics of Land 
Nationalisation and Socialism. Together with Bruce Glasier, 
Professor Mavor (now of Toronto), John Warrington, the late. 
Fraser McFarlane, and a few others, he formed the Glasgow 
Branch of the Socialist League in the closing weeks of 1884, and 
acted as its first treasurer. He was a man of fine sensibility, and 
with a rare taste for literature and music—qualities which he no 
doubt inherited from the poet Burns, his great grandfather, whose 
dark fine eyes he undoubtedly possessed. His death will be: 
lamented by a wide circle of friends 
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I.L.P. Demonstrations, &c. 


MANCHESTER AND SALFORD L.L.P. 
SUCCESS OF SUNDAY EVENING LECTURE COURSE. 


The Sunday evening lectures in the St. James’s Hall, promoted by 
the Manchester and Salford I.L.P., are proving highly successful 
this season. Large audiences are the rule, and the financial results 
of the undertaking are very satisfactory. The opening meeting took 
place on November 18, when a musical programme was given by the 
Manchester Socialist Choir, and short addresses were given by 
Mrs. Pankhurst, C. A. Beard, and Councillors Sutton and Brockle- 
hurst. On Sunday evening, the 25th, M. T. Simni, of the Land 
Nationalisation Society, lectured, with Robert Blatchford occupy- 
ing the chair, the meeting being an overflowing one. On Sunday, 
2nd December, Dennis Hird, M.A., was the lecturer, the hall being 
again filled. A first-rate list of lecturers has been secured to occupy 
the platform each Sunday evening till the end of March, and the 
Socialist choir will lead the singing and give occasional selections. 


PANKHURST HALL LECTURES. 
INAUGURAL LECTURE BY KEIR HARDIE, M.P. 

The first annual course of Sunday evening lectures was in- 
augurated in this fine hall by Keir Hardie, M.P., on Sunday 
evening, 25th November, a large audienceassembling. Keir Hardie, 
who had journeyed from the afternoon demonstration at Liverpool, 
was received with enthusiasm, and delivered an address which fitly 
dedicated the new hall to the work of the party. He declared that 
in the recent general election, for the first time in our political 
history, there was an organised and well-thought-out attempt to 
secure united action amongst the forces of democracy, by which he 
meant the working classes. The trade unionists, the co-operators, 
and the Socialists united, and he contended that the result showed 
how much could be done for Labour candidates, especially when 
they were all ‘‘ pro-Boers.’’ He thought the outlook was extremely 
good for the time when the nation returned to a saner frame of 
mind. The conflicts of the future would not be between Toryism 
and Liberalism, but between Socialism and anti-Socialism— 
betwixt peace and Imperialism. 


I1L.P. DEMONSTRATION AT LIVERPOOL. 
An important I.L.P. demonstration was held on Sunday after- 
noon, 25th November, in the Picton Hall, Liverpool, in connection 
with the visit of several members of the National Council. The 


~~ hall was filled with about“m%600 people, John Morrissey, president 


of the Liverpool I.L.P., presiding. Keir Hardie, M.P., Counclilor 
a Parker, of Halifax, and S. D. Shallard, members of the 

ational Council, were the chief speakers. In the course of his 
address Keir Hardie pointed out that the total vote polled by the 17 
Socialist and trade union candidates amounted to 75,642, while 
their Liberal and Conservative opponents in the sameconstituencies 
had ‘polled 108,389. It the Socialists and trade unionists made a 
big effort they should be able to wipe out that majority by next 
general election. The meeting attracted considerable attention from 
the press, all the Liverpool papers commenting upon the I.L.P. in 
their leading articles. 

On the Saturday evening preceding the above, the Liverpool 
I.L.P. held a successful social to welcome the members of the 
National Council. 


WELCOME TO LABOUR M.P.’s 

Under the auspices of the London I.L.P. Federation, a large and 
enthusiastic meeting to celebrate the election of three Labour M.P’s 
—John Burns, Keir Hardie, and Richard Bell,—was held on 
Tuesday evening, December 4th, in the Memorial Hall, Farringdon 
Road. Mr. W. C. Steadman, ex-M.P., presided, and was supported 
by a host of notable Labour and Socialist men and women. John 
Burns was unable to attend. Mr, Frank Smith, L.C.C., moved, 
and Isaac Mitchell, secretary of the Trades Union Federation, 
seconded, a resolution congratulating the members on their return, 
and pledging them the support of the meeting in their efforts on 
behalf of the workers. 

Richard Bell, M.P., in his reply, stated that Hardie had elected 
to affirm rather than kiss the same book as Mr. Chamberlain. He 
(Mr. Bell) hoped Mr. Chamberlain would yet see the error of his 
ways, and become a member of the I.L.P. Keir Hardie, in the 
course of his reply, said his success at Merthyr was due to the well 
organised forces of labour, ably assisted by the Liberal anti-war 
electorate. The proceedings, which were most successful, were con 
cluded with a vote of thanks to the chairman, proposed by W. M, 
Thompson, of Reynolds’ newspaper, 


PRESENTATION TO COUNCILLOR PARKER, 


As a token of admiration for his work as an organiser to the 
party, and especially for his excellent services as a parliamentary 
candidate at the recent election, the Halifax I.L.P. resolved to pre- 
sent Councillor Parker with an addition to his library. _ The 
ceremony took place before a large audience in the Mechanics’ 
Hall. Mr. T. Butterworth presided, and with him on the platform 
were J. Keir Hardie, M.P., John Lister, of Shibden Hall, Edward 
Marsden, and Arthur Taylor. The presentation, which consisted 
of 65 volumes, included works by Ruskin, Huxley, and other leading 
authors, was made by Mr. Taylor. Councillor Parker, in accepting 
the volumes, declared that if his efforts as a propagandist had any 
merit, that merit lay in striving to interest his fellow workingmen 
in the duties of citizenship. John Lister, Keir Hardie, and others 
delivered short addresses. 


BRADFORD SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS. 


A General Meeting of the Bradford I.L.P., was held on Monday, 
26th November, to congratulate themselves on the return of Miss 
McMillan and the Rev. R. Roberts to the School Board. E. 
Halford, who presided, said that though the poll was not so large as 
might have been expected, it was large enough to secure the easy 
return of their two candidates. 

Both representatives in reply expressed their appreciation of the 
enthusiasm of the workers in their behalf, and made fine statements 
concerning the education policy they intended to urge upon the Board, 


Correspondence. 


Fred Bramley, of Bradford I.L.P., writes calling in question the 
remarks which appeared in the October issue of the J.L.P. News, 
on the position taken up by the Bradford I.L.P. towards the 
Liberal candidates at the General Election. It was stated that the 
Bradford I.L.P. ‘‘had agreed to recommend its supporters in the 


. two other divisions to vote Liberal, on the understanding that the 


Liberals in West Bradford would vote for Jowett.’ Our corres- 
pondent challenges this statement. He says ;— 


‘‘No such arrangement was come to, and no such recommenda- 
tion. was made either by Alderman Jowett’s election committee or 
the party. But the policy of the party was contained in the re- 
solution passed as an instruction to the delegates to the election 


_conference, held at Bradford, as follows:—‘ That in those con- 


stituencies where we have no candidate we do not advise or. 
instruct our members as to how they shall use their votes, but 
that we leave it to their individual intelligence and judgment to use 
their votes in the manner which they think will best promote 
the interest of the party and the principles for which we stand.” 


Florence Groves writes us a letter expressing satisfaction with the 
tone of the article on the Policy of the Party which appeared in last 
month’s 1.L.P News. The letter contains many excellent observa- 
tions, and but for pressure on our space we would have printed it in. 
full. 


I.L.P. RESOLUTION ON: THE WAR. 


The following resolution was passed by the National 
Council of the I.L.P. at the out-break of the war, and 
was confirmed at the Annual Conference of the Party :— 


That in view of the terrible sacrifice of life, wide.spread suffering, 
and the enormous destruction of property, which the present war 
has entailed, and must further entail if it is prosecuted to the bitter 
end, we recommend that the Governments of Great Britain and the 
South African Republic should at once declare the terms of peace 
that would be acceptable to them, so that it would be possible for 
either Government by the acceptance of them now or at any time 
during the course of the war to bring hostilities to a close. We 
believe that such a declaration would be in harmony with the prin- 
ciples agreed to at the recent Peace Conference at the Hague; that 
it would be approved by the people of our own and every other 
civilized land, and that, in addition to probably bringing a speedy 
end to the present war, it would form a precedent that might save 
this and other countries from the disaster of war in the future, 


Copies of the resolution have been sent to the leading 
statesmen of all parties. 
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Lie... NEWS. 


MONTHLY REPORT FROM HEAD OFFICE. 


NOVEMBER, 1Igoo. 
69 Branches paid Fees in November. 


47 sent reports without fees. 
6 A pay fees quarterly. 
63 ‘ sent neither fees nor reports. 


The income of the Head Office during November was :— 


Affiliation Fees PAB VON os ee, 
Election Fund 129 7 9% 
Sales ace Il 15 oO 
National Branch 0.82070 
Sundries 3 18 6% 

£164 I0 10 


The Branch Report Sheet for December must 
be posted on or before the 25th inst. Report 
Sheets may be obtained from the Head Office. 


New BRANCHES. 
South Gloucestershire—Secretary, Miss Edith Quainton, Down 
End, near Bristol. 
Thornaby—Secretary, H. Wylie, 26, Thornaby Place, Thornaby- 
on-Tees. 
Walsall—Secretary, E. Clark, 31, Caldmore Road, Walsall. 


CHANGE OF SECRETARIES. 


Barrow——M. Batty, 36, Bk. Hartington Street Nth., Barrow-in- 
Furness. 

Bolton—J. W. Bowden, 35, Park Road, Bolton. 

Dundee—James Reid, 11, Herons Lane} Lochee, Dundee. 

Glasgow City—Thomas Gallocher, c/o Mrs. Gorrie, 157, Holm 
Street, Glasgow. 

London City—F. E. Green, Oxted, Surrey. 

Newcastle—Andrew Morgan, 40, Belvedere Street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Norwich—D. Thompson, 107, Gloucester Road, Unthanks Road, 
Norwich. 


Branch Fees and Reports. 


The following Branches paid fees in November :— 

Alveston, rs.; Annfield Plain, paid; Arbroath, 2s: 6d.; Ayr, 3s. 1d.; 
Birmingham C., 2s.; Blackburn, 6s. 3d: ; Bootle, 2s. 1d. ; Bolton, 5s. ; 
Brechin, 2s. 6d. ; Bromley, 1s. 7d. ; Camlachie, 5s.; Carnoustie. 7d. ;_ 
Cheltenham, 1s.; Clapham, 3s. 6d.; Consett, 2s. 6d.; @owaung, 
2s.od.; Darlington, 2s. 6d,; Derby, 10s.; East Ham, 1s. 4d. ; 
Edinburgh, 14s. 6d.; Failsworth, 5s.; Farsley, 3s. 6d.; Finsbury, 
7s. 6d.; Gateshead, 12s.; Gillingham, 1s, ; Glasgow City, 6s. 3d. ; 
Gloucester, 12s.; N. Kensington, 1s. 6d.; Kettering, 8s. 8d.; 
Leeds C., 6s. 3d.; Leicester, £5 5s.; Leith, 2s. 7d.; Lesmahagow, 
ts.; Littleborough, 2s. 6d.; Long Eaton, paid ; Longwood, 6s. gd. ; 
Lye, 1s.; Merthyr Vale, 1s. 6d. ; Milnsbridge, paid ; Mossley, ris. 3d.; 
Motherwell, 1s. 8d.; Musselburgh, tos.; Nelson, 18s ; New Marske, 
ts. 6d.; Norwich 6s. 6d.; Nottingham, 3s. 3d.; Oakengates paid; Oldham 
S.S., 1s. 8d.; Paisley, 8s: 4d.; Pendlebury, 5s.; Portsmouth, 5s. ; 
Preston, 4s. 2d.; Rishton, 1s.; Rutherglen, 5s. 6d.; St. Rollox, 3s. 4d.; 
Shildon, 1s. rod.; South Shields, 2s.6d.; Spen Colliery, 2s. 6d.; 
Spen Valley S.S., 1s. 2d.: Stockton, 4s. 2d.; Sutton-in-Ashfield, 
7d.; Tottenham, 1s. 6d.; Townhill, 3s.; Tradeston, 2s. 6d.; War- 
rington, 3s. 6d.; West Bromwich, 5s.; Woolwich, 3s.; York, 15s.; 
Ystalyfera, 1s. (69) 


The following Branches pay fees quarterly :— 

Clydebank, Hawick, London City, Openshaw, Werneth, Work- 
ington. (6) 

The following Branches sent reports without fees :— 

Armley, Ashton-under-Lyne, Attercliffe, Barrow, Bedlinog, 
Bermondsey, Birkenhead, Bordesley, Bradford, Bridgeton, Brig- 
house, Cardiff S.S., Chester, Chesterfield, Crewe, Darlaston, 
Darwen, Dundee, Eccles, Farnworth, Felling, Fulham, Hackney, 
Halifax, Hartlepool, Hexham, Holbeck; Huddersfield, Islington, 
Keighley, Kirriemuir, Langley Mill, Liverpool, Manchester & Salford, 
Mexboro,’ Newcastle, Penydarren, Rochdale, Rotherham, St. Helens 
S.S., St. Pancras, Spennymoor, Stockport, Sunderland, West 
Ham N., West Ham S., Wolverhampton. (47) 

The following sent neither reports nor fees:— ~ 

Abertillery, Ashford, Aston, Bath, Berkeley, Birmingham W., 
Burslem, Bury, Chalford, Cirencester, Cleckheaton, College, 
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Cowdenbeath, Crook, Crosshills, Doncaster S:S., Dudley, Earles- 
town, Elland, Govan, Grantham, Greenwich, Halton, Heckmond- 
wike, Hollinwood, Horwich, Hull, East Hunslet, Hatchesontown, 
Hyde, Inverness, Kilmarnock, Lancaster, Leeds N., Limehouse, 
Macclesfield, Maesycwmmer, Mansfield, Middlesbrough, Middleton, 
Montrose, Newport, Normanton, Oakworth, Ossett, Otley, Partick, 
Peckham, Pudsey, Ripley, Rothwell, Salford W., Southampton, 
Sowerby, Stalybridge, Stroud, Thornhill Lees, Tyldesley, Vale of 
Leven, Walkden, Wishaw, Yarmouth, Yeadon. (63) . 
OTHER CASH RECEIVED IN NOVEMBER. ; 
Sales.—Arbroath, 3s. 8d.; Attercliffe, 8s.; Bootle, 1s. 11d.; 
Brechin, 9d. ; Bridgeton, ros. 64d.; Bromley, 11d ; Consett, rogd. ; 
Dalbeattie, 24d.; Darlington, 1s. 4d.; Derby, 2s. 4d.; Felling, rodd. ; 
Gillingham, rodd.; Glasgow City, 1s.; Kettering, 11s. 4d ; Leeds, 
1s. 8d. ; Mrs. Macdonald, 3s. 9d.; Manchester, £5 6s. 6d. ; Mother- 
well, togd.; Paisley, 3s. 1od.; Penydarren, 5s. tod.; Rutherglen, — 
38. 9d.; Slaithwaite, 4s. 44d.; South Shields, rogd.; Stockton, ~ 
2s. 4d.; Warrington, 1s. 4d.; West Bromwich, 14s. 8d.; West 
Ham S. to$d.; Office, £1 19s. 84d. Total, £11 153s. 
National Branch.—R. Bishop, 2s. 
Sundries.—L.G.1.B., £2 1os., Postage, 8s. 4d.; F. Merry, £1; 
P-H. 23d. Total, £3 18s. 4d. ; ¢ 
Election Fund.—Neil M’Vean, Clydebank, collected, 7s. 6d. ; 
C. Rutherford, Clydebank, collected, £1 3s. 7d.; S. M’Donald, 
Clydebank, collected, £1 1s.; Clydebank I.L.P., £1; Derby 1.L.P., 
8s.; A. Cayford, 2s.; F. Summerbell, collected, £1 6s.; R. Cooper, 
58.; EF. Tate, collected, 1os.; Gillingham I1.L.P., 4 138. 5d.; 
Alveston I.L.P. (rstinstalment), £1; Consett I.L,P. (2nd instalment), 
£1 16s. 9d.; Rotherham I.L.P. (3rd instalment), 15s. 6d.; Rother- 
ham I.L.P. collecting cards, {1 4s. 6d.; F. Smith, collected, 
£1 58. 3d.; E. Roberts, collected, 2s.; W. J. Rosser, collected, 
138. 3d.; W. Wainwright, collected, 12s. 6d.; H. Booth, collected, 
2s.; West Bromwich ILP. (2nd instalment), £1; E. Bradfield, 
collected, 7s. 6d.;. F. Lloyd, collected, £1 12s. 34.; J» Smith, 
collected, 4s.; J. Hales, collected, £1 4s. 9d.; G. Hales, collected, 
£1 8s.; A. Finch, collected, 5s. 6d.; Portsmouth ILP., £1 7s. 9d.; 
J. Major, 1s.; H. A. J., Portsmouth, 5s.; W. L. Auger, collected, 
3s. td.; O. Jenkins, Lye, collected, 5s. 3d.; Collected by Comrades — 
Sparks, Williams, Roberts, Thomas and Tremlydd Jones, Bedlinog 
ILP., £5 2s. 8d.; Bedlinog ILP., £2 6s.; Mr. Conybeare, per 
Miss E. Quainton, 3s. 6d.; F. Smith, collected, 2s. 6d.; Langley 
Mill ILP., collected by George Parr, £1 ; Spennymoor ILP. (2nd 
instalment), 4s. 6d.; W. Johnston, St. Helens, collected, 15s. ; 


Huddersfield ILP. (2nd instalment), £2 15s. 6d.; Carlisle Socialist. ige—— eae 


Society, {1 3s. 6d.; Proceeds of Concert arranged by Spen ILP., 
£2; Newcastle ILP., per J. Hownson (2nd instalment), 14s.; Tom 
Evans, collected, £1; Dundee ILP. (ist imstalment), £1 2s.; 
Musselburgh ILP., £1 17s. ; Lesmahagow ILP., 17s. 6d.; Coalburn 
ILP., 13s. 3d.; W. Pritchard, collected, :4s.; J. S. Bruce, collected, 
8s. 6d.; H. Lees, collected, 6s.; “W.. Gee, collected, 5s. 6d.; 
J. W. A. Ryan, Hyde, collected, £1 16s.; M. W. 1s.; J. P., is.; 
W. Holford, collected, 3s. 6d.; H. Burns and V. Fletcher, collected, 
a 108.',. KR. Prosser,’ collected,os., Derby. TLPs. fa -aas.. ia 
rowning, collected, 4s.; Mr. Mitchell, collected, 2s. 6d.; Mr 
Jones, collected, 5s.; Mr. Collins, collected, 3s.; Mr. Rowbotham, 
collected, 1s. 6d.; Mr. Preston, collected, 7s.; Tom Fisher, col-' 
lected £1; James Carrick, collected, 12s.; S. Drinnin, collected, 
Ios.; James Wood, collected, 6s. 6d.; Stockport ILP., r1s.; 
C. Burden, collected, 3s. 6d.; A. Bell, collected, 7s. 4d.; A. J., 
collected, 7s. 5d.; W. Strachan, collected, 2s. 3d.; W. Black, 
collected, 7s. 3d.; J. Ducat, collected, 3s.; E. Bell, collected, 7s. 9d.; 
J. G.,;-collected, 2s. 6d..; Per“The Clarion,” {19 «19s. 10d. 
J. Murphy, collected, 7s.; Keighley ILP., 5s.; T. Snowden, Cowl- 
ing, per T. Mackley, 8s. 6d.; Per Huddersfield ILP., Fare of Mr. - 
Richardson, of Lincoln, 8s.; Chester ILP., 7s. 6d.; Carnoustie ILP., 
2s. 6d.: T. Dunn, collected, 1s. 9d.; J. Bicknall, collected, 2s. 9d,; 
F. Comery, collected, 2s,; H. Denham, collected, 8s. 6d.; W. Lamb, 
collected, 3s. 4d.; S. Savage,- collected, 5s. 6d.; h Wombell, 
Attercliffe (2nd donation), £1; F. Sheppard, collected, 1os.; 
Swinton and Pendlebury ILP., collected, £3 16s.; Sutton-in- 
Ashfield ILP., collected, 13s. 6d.; Maggie Allan, collected, 13s. 6d.; 
W..W. Lorimer, collected, 5s.; John McDougal, collected, 8s. 6d. ; 
C. E. Thorp, collected, £1 19s. 6d.; A. Curnock, collected, 16s. 6d. ; 
Ammon Sykes, 2s. 6d.: A. Barrett, collected, 4s.; Mr. Dickenson, 
collected, 4s.; Rutherglen ILP., 3s.; J. Tucker, collected, 15s. 6d. ; 
T. Parkin, collected, 13s.; E. Stoker, collected, £1 2s. 8d.; per 
W. M. Rutherglen, 4s. rod.; Returned from Constituencies: 
Camlachie, £15; Preston, £17 19s. 43d, Total, {129 7s.9$d. 
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Tue advent of the Twentieth Century of the Christian 
era quite woefully belies the promise ascribed to the 
advent of the first. No glad visitation of sweet messeng- 
ers of peace joyfully singing in the night, but angels of 
war, unmistakably grim, have heralded in the new 
nativity. 


Amidst thé altogether sulphurous incense and harsh 
anthems of modern machine guns, the face of the new 
century has been unfolded to the Christian world. But 
the Christian nations have not so much as paused in 
their battle to behold the aspect of the new-comer, or 
consider with what offerings of peace they might cele- 
brate the new Chrisian reign. 


There is, it may seem, even to those who scan the 
infant century carefully, nothing new or surprising in its 
shape or cry. But that is only for a few brief weeks, 
and because we do not discern very cunningly the 
character of the event that has occurred. The new 
century is a very marvellous stranger come into our 
midst; quite different from all the centuries that have 
ever been, as we shall yet soon enough discover. 

But who is there to be found now-a-days skilled 
enough in signs to forewarn us of the good or ill portents 
of its birth? What spey-wife will look in upon us, 
and for our courtesy ‘“keek into the loof” of the new 
century, and perhaps ‘‘croon a rune” for us of 
the haps and mishaps, the merry endings and the 
direful destinies that will befal the world by luck 
of the new century’s birth? Alack! the gift of spying 
into the future is, it would seem, being more and more 
withheld from mankind, just as the future grows big and 
bigger with fate! 


True, we have the New York World endeavouring to 
tap, for public advantage, what wells of prophecy may 
still survive in the literary and political intelligence of our 
time. But how turbid and scant are the drops that ooze 
out on its pages! Among them all there is yielded no 
limpid stream: no clear pool of mystic foreboding like 
the old Wells o’ Weary or Well of St. Keene, not to 
speak of the sublime— 

Siloa’s brook that flowed 

Fast by the oracle of God. 
or the luminous Castalian spring. As the world of 
thought grows old, the waters of memory and prevision 
run dry. 

Newspaper symposiums are not usually very attrac- 
tive reading. Yet the New York World symposium 
provides us with an instructive, if not a very inspired, 
moisture of wisdom. The statements are elicited by 
that journal from eminent persons, in response to its 


query: ‘‘ What, in your opinion, is the chief danger’ 
social or political, that confronts the coming centurv ?’S 
are more interesting than the usual run of replies to 
journalistic questions of that order. There is quite a 
significant accordance between the forebodings expressed 
in the more notable answers. Socialism and militarism 
are set forth with considerable unanimity as the two 
great contending powers to be of the twentieth century. 


* ok 


It is worthy of note that whereas Socialism in some form 
or another is hailed with hope by the majority of the 
writers, there is not one who ventures to express other 
than alarm at the prospects of the ascendancy of militar- 
ism. The Archbishop of Canterbury’s deliverance is 
unique. His Grace, as but curiously befits his office 
as an overseer of the Christian community, professes that 
he ‘* has not the slightest idea ’’ of what the chief danger 
of the new century is or is likely tobe. Verily the order 
of the priesthood and the order of the prophets are still 
as far asunder as in Biblical days. 


For a whole year the nation has been daily informed 
by the press that the South African war was virtually at 
anend. The end of the war is now, by universal admis- 
sion, further off to-day than twelve months ago. Twelve 


months ago the war could-have beer brought to an-end— 


by brilliant military operations on the part of the British 
forces, followed by an offer of honourable and considerate 
terms of peace by the British Government. The mili- 
tary authorities on the field and the political authorities 
at home have, however, both blundered and failed, and 
the whole situation in South Africa to-day is precisely 
what the pro-Boers predicted it would be if Great 
Britain persisted in its policy of exterminating the 
Republics. 


At last even the most implacable section of the press 
is beginning to betray signs of misgiving concerning the 
outcome of events not merely in the Transvaal and Free 
State regions, but in the whole of South Africa. There 
is a perceptible tremor of anxiety not only with respect 
to the period of duration of the war, but with regard to 
what may happen both before and after the war is 
actually ended. It is impossible even for newspapers to 
hide from themselves or the public the fact that the 
British army in South Africa is getting into a hopeless 
mess, and that the British as well as the Dutch 
population in South Africa is becoming disaffected 
alike towards our method of military occupation and 
towards the political policy of the British Government. 


* *K * 


A somewhat remarkable state of affairs has been - 


brought under public review by the lock-out of lime- 
stone workers which has just taken place in the Buxton 
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district of Derbyshire. It appears that the workmen 
have for many years been compelled to sign a contract 
every New Year’s Day binding themselves not to leave 
the employment for twelve months. This ‘‘agreement ”’ 
provides also that the employers may dismiss any work- 
man without notice at any time for any breach of the 
rules or alleged neglect of duty! In addition to these 
surprising conditions there are many other stringent 
restrictions upon the workmen, but, it need hardly be 
said, no complementary ones upon the employers. 
x Ke OK 

Little wonder that the workmen, who are now to the 
extent of 850 out of some 1,400 employed enrolled 
in the Gas Workers’ and General Labourers’ Union, 
have refused this year to sign their liberties as com- 
pletely away as if they were Kaffirs in a Kimberley com- 
pound. The consequence is that they are locked out. 
Happily, the men have a fine fighting union behind 
them, and public sympathy is almost entirely upon their 
side. The revival of the thirteenth century Statute of 
Labourers, without the formality of an Act of Parliament, 
is a curious episode in nineteenth century history. 


Labour Lecturing as a Means of 
Livelihood. 


Any man who takes upon himself the advocacy of Labour in a 
thorough spirit must sooner or later get his living in the movement. 
The work is far too engrossing to permit of his gaining a living in 
any other way. . . Specialists on particular questions can gain 
a respectable living as lecturers and writers in the Labour movement. 


In replying to Smart in the present issue of the 
magazine, J. R. Macdonald writes :— 

I am inclined to agree that a certain number of men will have to 
get their living within the Labour movement if they are to give it 
their best services; but experienceseems to show thatit is neither 
good for the movement nor for the men employed by it that this 
view should be generally encouraged. 

Fred Brocklehurst gives his testimony with a charac- 
teristic personal note :— 

In sacrificing a career for the sake of the Labour movement, I 
have always held the opinion that, as its servant, I should at least 
never be allowed to starve. I was speedily disillusioned. At the 
end of a very short experience I found it necessary to sell my books 
in order to buy bread. My experience is by no means unique. 
In the Labour movement, there is no demand for lecturers of a 
character such as would guarantee a respectable living. 

It may be that Smart’s phrase, “ respectable living,” 
needs definition before a proper judgment can be pro- 
nounced upon the point at issue; but we are disposed to 
think that both his statement and Brocklehurst’s are too 
sweeping, and that Macdonald’s remarks best meet the 
case. Our impression is that I.L.P. and Labour Church 


lecturing, the fees, exclusive of railway fares, of profes- 
sional speakers, run from 5s. to 7s. 6d. for week night 
lectures, and from tos. to 20s. for two lectures on Sundays. 
One or two speakers, now seldom lecturing in the move- 
ment, may have charged more. It must be remembered, 
however, that only rarely can week-night engagements 
be obtained without wide and costly travelling ; and that 
as a consequence speakers have chiefly to depend upon — 
their Sunday engagements for their earnings. There 
are probably not more than a score of men and women 
lecturers and organisers, all told, in the I.L.P. movement 
who depend upon the movement for a living, and of these 
not one half, we believe, average 30s. a week. Recently 
Robert Blatchford has urged in the course of his remarks 
at Fellowship gatherings that lecturers should be better 
paid. We think his plea will be generally approved. A 
lecturer’s life is a hard and harassing one, and his 
speaking life is often of short duration. While it is 
desirable that no one should be tempted into lecturing 
by the hope of high remuneration, it is no less important 
that capable lecturers should not be discouraged from 
entering or continuing in the movement as lecturers, 
because of the inadequacy of the wages received. A 
high standard of ability and education, not to speak of 
genius, is required of our lecturers, if the movement is 
to be sustained with teaching worthy of its aim. 


Memorial to William Morris. 


Mr. Holman Hunt unveiled a bust of the late William 
Morris at the Walthamstow Public Library, on December 
15th. The bust was a presentation of Mr. J. Passmore 
Edwards, and it was given to commemorate the associa- 
tion of William Morris with Walthamstow where he was 
born in 1834. 

In the course of. his address Mr. Holman Hunt said 
Walthamstow had just reason to be proud of its connec- 
tion with William Morris, who had done so much for 
decorative art. Decorative art was, at the beginning of 
the century, at a very low stage, and when William 
Morris first rose to a life of activity in no other country 
than England had there been a more degraded taste for 
ornamentation in furniture, and in decorative objects. 
Morris had applied himself with a strong will to his work 
with good results. Turning to Morris’s work as a 
Socialist the speaker said Socialism came to him simply 
as a consequence of his love of beauty. He saw in the 
world with impetuosity that there was greed on the part 
of the people who had the means of being beneficent to 
their neighbours, and that there was indifference, and 
that this should be rectified. Morris’s work was the 
outcome of his profound study of nature and art. 


REcEVIED : Advance, Herald of the Golden Age, Clarion, Daylight, 
Llais Llafur, Keighley Journal, Municipal Reformer, Scottish Co- 
operator, The People and Collectivist, Fabian News, Correspon- 
denzblatt, Railway Review, Land and;Labour, Pioneer (Pendlebury), 
Swansea Workers Journal, Social Democrat, Social Democrat 
(America), Maidstone Telephone, Preston Argus, Manchester, 
Liberty Review, The Tocsin, Blackburn Labour Journal, Labour 
Gazette, Justice, Nelson Socialist Journal, and Labour Leader. 


A People’s Palace and Corporation University has been founded 
in Paris by Deherme on similar lines to the institution wnich has 
been so successful in Brussels. The International Socialist Bureau 
has been appointed, and will meet regularly in Brussels. 
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international Notes. 


Germany.—The bankers of Berlin are having a bad 
time. Many of the mortgage banks have been breaking 
the law as to proportionate securities, and some of the 
culprits have been prosecuted, one or two being exiled. 
There is a strong anti-Semite feeling in Berlin, as in 
Vienna, the Jews being the cleverest and most un- 
scrupulous financiers. Millionaire Banker Sternberg 
has been found guilty of procuring young girls for 
immoral purposes and bribing the police. 

‘A series of excellent articles has been appearing in The 
Municipal Journal, describing the municipal collectivism of 
Diisseldorf. The City Council deals with all the usual 
municipal functions, and with education, pauperism, hos- 
pitals,pawnshops, theatres, anddocksalso. Land values are 
taxed. All taxes are collected simultaneously, the town 
retaining its share, and passing on the rest to the State. 
No money is wasted upon paying lawyers’ fees, in pro- 
moting bills in Parliament, or in Local Government 
Board inquiries. Municipal powers follow from the 
national code on the subject, founded mainly upon the 
reforms made by Stein nearly 100 years ago. The 
burgomaster is an expert, and receives £1,000 a year for 
twelve years. He does all that is done in England by 
town clerk and mayor. Peculiarly satisfactory is the 
treatment of the meat question. All meat is scientific- 
ally examined; all animals are killed in the municipal 
abattoir. Inferior meats are labelled, and priced as such. 
Covered vans and ice-stores are provided. The director 
of the abattoir receives £250 a year. This salary com- 
pares well with the monstrous sum that Professor 
Kennedy has just been voted by Manchester. 


America.—Professor Haeckel has retained his freedom 
of speech at Little Jena in Germany, while in “free” 
Republican America Professors Bemis, Herron, and 
Ross have been evicted by the capitalists from their 
chairs, and even Professor Ely was solemnly tried for 
talking Socialism, and only escaped expulsion by one 
vote. An American capitalist, called Rouss, who has 
been engaged for years piling up dollars and poring over 
office work for twelve hours a day, has lately become 
blind. A poor man has been found with similar eyes to 
those of Rouss, and experiments have been made on this 
vile corpus (at the expense of the capitalist) on the 
chance of a successful method of restoration being dis- 
covered. Rumour has it that ambitious surgeons some- 
times use dogs and even paupers with similar objects. 

A Government report, by a Mr. Erskine, says that 
life in Chicago is very short. The average age in the 
best engineering shops is 32, and it does not pay the 
employer to keep men after 40 who have begun to lose 
speed or sight. It is a hard matter for artizans and 
clerks beyond the age of 45 to get a job, for the theory is 
that by that time they should either be worn out or have 
got into the exploiting class. 


Russia.—It is said that the Russian Government is 
proposing to nationalise all the coal mines in that 
empire. A State monopoly of the sale of alcohol has 
been established for five years, and Mr. Raffalovitch 
told the Statistical Society in London that this reform 
had lessened drunkenness and crime, and brought a con- 
siderable revenue to the State. 


Forecasts of the New Century. 


Many interesting replies have been received by the 
New York World from eminent people to its question, 
‘‘ What, in your opinion, is the chief danger, social or. 
political, that confronts the coming century?” The 
following are among the most notable statements, and 
may afford texts for I.L.P. speakers. 


Earl of Wemyss.—Socialism, the State, and municipalities trying 
to play the part of Providence and traders. 

Archbishop of Canterbury.—I have not the slightest idea. 

Mr. T. M. Healy, M.P.—Newspapers ! 

Mr. Frederick Harrison.—The political danger of the future is 
the tendency of the enormous armies, fleets, and military resources 
Now accumulated by the Powers of Europe to tempt their rulers 
and peoples to struggle for ascendency, mainly in Asia and in Africa. 
The social danger is the tendency of the rich and the poor, both 
having different but immense power, to engage in a struggle for 
mastery instead of seeking to develop their respective types of moral 
civilization. 

Lord Charles Beresford.—The Chinese question. 

Mr. Keir Hardie.—Militarism. , 

Dr. A. Conan Doyle.—I should say the uncontrolled supremacy 


of an ill-balanced, excitable, and sensation-mongering press. 


Mr. William Watson.—Greed: 
Mr. Gilbert Parker, M.P.—Apart from international questions 


- incident upon the extension of the Empire, to my mind the greatest 


danger to the welfare of the world in the coming century will be the 
spread and power of big monopolies and trusts. 

Dean Farrar-—The chief social danger is the dominance of drink. 
The chief political danger is our apathetic laxity in facing serious 
problems. 

Mr. Max O’Rell.—An irresponsible and unbridled press. 

Mr. Arthur W. Pinero.—Trades Unions—the relations of workmen 
and employers. 

Mr. Zangwill—The reactionary reversion of medizval ideals of 
militarism, caste, and ecclesiastical despotism ere they have been 
sufficiently purged by modern thought. 

Miss Ellen Terry.—A lack of simplicity—in thought, manners, 
and customs. 

Mr. Walter Crane.—Socially, it appears to me, the chief danger 
that confronts us—a disease which seems to affect all countries, but 
more especiall S j i t 
civilisation— is the pursuit of money, and the guaging of everything 
by a money standard. Politically, the chief danger is the craze for 
expansion—big Empires—and the extinction of small but brave 
independent races and States. 

Bishop of Raphoe (Dr. O’Donnell)..—Mutilated education—that 
is, education without religion. 

Mr. Karl Blind.-—Imperialism. 

Madame Sarah Grand.—The sapping of the foundations of 
society by laxity in the matter of marriage. 

The Rev. Hermann Adler, Chief Rabbi.—-The recrudescence of 
racial antipathies and national animosities. 

Mr. George R. Sims.—The spread of insanity. 

Mr. William Archer. —I think the need of the coming century is 
some sort of socialism, while the danger is that it should take the 
form of a military socialism mechanically enforced instead of a 
democratic socialism organically developed. 

Ouida.—Tyranny; tyranny of majorities; tyranny, military, 
medical, scientific, political. 

M. de Blowitz.—In my opinion the chief danger that confronts the 
coming century is a universal and violent coalition of those who 
have everything to gain against those who have something to lose. 

Dr. Max Nordau.—The chief danger, threatening civilisation 
itself, seems to me to be that infernal selfishness called by pseudo- 
philosophers ‘‘ Individualism.” ‘‘ Individualism,” such as preached 
by the madman Nietzsche and brought iuto fashion by his con- 
temptible followers, necessarily leads to barbarism. ; 

Sir L. Alma Tadema.—The increasing loss of respect for work. 

Mr. Stead.—General war, which threatens Christendom, as the 
result of ignoring Christian principles in its dealings with one-fourth 
of the human race which is born inside a yellow skin. 

Mrs. Ormiston Chant.—The glorification of sordidness. 


Mr, Chamberlain wants Australia to grant Lord Hopetoun a 
salary of £20,000 a year. In the Victorian Assembly the proposal 
to vote £3,000 for this end was rightly voted by Labour votes. 
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What the I.L.P. is Doing. 


The members of the National Administrative Council will be 
present as delegates at Labour Representation Conference which is 
to be held in Manchester, on Friday and Saturday, February 1st and 
2nd. 


Derby branch has recently obtained an addition to its membership 
n the persons of two curates and an influential lady member. 


The Shrewsbury Socialist Society has resolved to become a 
branch of the I.L.P. Philip Snowden addressed a large public 
meeting there recently, and Bruce Glasier is engaged to speak there 
on January 24th. 


Stockton I.L.P. is holding a Sale of Work on Saturday afternoon, 
2nd February. Bruce Glasier will open the proceedings, and 
lecture on the Sunday following. 


Openshaw I.L.P. has begun the century with two good resolutions, 
viz: to order several dozen J.L.P. News monthly, and to run a 
candidate for the forthcoming District Council elections. 


A Labour Church has been formed in Ashton. The Church and 
the I.L.P. will be in friendly relations. 


The Rev. R. Roberts, I.L.P. Representative on the School 
Board, is contributing articles regularly to the Ethical World. 


The Manchester and Salford I.L.P. has resolved to endeavour 
to enrol 1,000 new members by Easter. A Propaganda Sub- 
Committee is vigorously taking the matter in hand. 


The Blackburn Branches of the I.L.P. and S.D.F. are running 
Councillor Higham and Comrade Seed for the School Board. 


The Clapham Independent is the title of a new-four page monthly 
issued by the Clapham I.L.P. 


Russell Smart has raised an interesting discussion in the pages of 
Young Oxford on the training of Labour propagandists. J. R. 
Macdonald and Fred Brocklehurst contribute their views in the 
current number. 


Midland Notes. 


‘Birmingham walls are placarded with advertisements from the 
breweries explaining that (carefully selected) samples of their beers 
have been analysed by various medical men, and found to be ‘‘ pure, 
The ‘“‘free’’ publicans have held indig- 
i risais the bie brewers, who first 
introduced the ‘‘long pull” in tied houses, and then suggested that 
the magistrates should revoke the licenses of ‘‘ free’”’ little publicans 
on the ground that they bribed customers by using the very artifice 
that the monopolists had invented. William Bass comes of age this 
year, and is endowed to the tune of £50,000 a year. 


The Labour Church and the Quakers have passed resolutions 
against the proposal that Birmingham should grant the freedom of 
the city to Lord Roberts. Alderman Martineau is to speak and 
vote against the proposal: but it is rumoured that the members 
mean to lie low, and that the Quakers will simply walk out of the 
Council Chamber when the matter is put to the vote. 


The Official Receiver in bankruptcy stated the other day that 
pictures worth £1 were often sold in Birmingham at £100, and he 
added that ‘‘this is only a statement as to the morals in trade.” 


The star Dissenting preacher of the Midlands receives {g00 a 
year salary, charges cab-fares to his flock, and warns his ministerial 
brethren to talk less of housing and more of heaven. The same 
“ free’? church runs a mission in the slums, and sweats its caretaker 
and curate. One of the most respectable Church-wardens of the 
city has been embezzling the Church funds A Gloster clergyman 
has just died worth £68,000. 


The monopoly prices in coal, the poisonous discoveries in beer, 
and the agitation against monopoly railway rates, have given local 
Socialists a chance of writing useful letters to the local press. Now 
that several deputations have voiced the feelings of Midland farmers 
and manufacturers on the subject of expensive transport, even the 
Tory Gazette observes that Railway Nationalisation may some day 
come to pass. 


A leading Wolverhampton solicitor has surrendered himself to 
the police on the charge of having misappropriated £2,000. The 
Midland papers, astounded at the spectacle of a respectable gentle- 
man confessing his sins in public before being found out, suggest 


that he made the confession whilst suffering from an attack of | 
TActe oka" 


religious. mania. ; 
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Independent Labour Party. 
Heap OFFICE, 53, FLEET STREET, LONDON, | oN 


All inquiries with respect to the I.L.P. should be addressed to 
the above office. 


Socialists willing to assist in forming branches are requested to 
communicate with the Secretary. 


L.L.P. PUBLICATIONS. 


I.L.P. Manifesto.—Large Poster 65in. by 45in. Deals with the 
aims and position of the Party. Clearly printed, and easily 
read. Price, 3s. per doz. 

I.L.P. Manifesto.—Small Poster. Suitable for window display, 
size 173in. by 224in Price, 9d. per doz. 

Members’ Pence Cavds.—4d. per doz., post free. 

Rules.—To insert in Pence Cards (with rubber bands), 4d. per doz. 


[.L.P. News. 


ISSUED BY THE ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL. 


Subscription Rates: One year. 1s. 6d.; six months, 9d.: one month, 
13d. Post free. For advertising rates write the Publisher, 
““T L.P. News,” Fleet Street, E.C. 


Heap OFPIcE, 53, FLEET STREET, E.C. 
No. 46. JANUARY, 1go1. 


At the beginning of this New Year and this New Century, I 
venture to offer, on behalf of the National Council of the 
Independent Labour Party, hearty greetings to all members of 
the Party and to all Socialists and friends of Labour and Peace 
in the land. And these, I am sure, will join with mein wishing 
utmost success to the world-wide cause of Socialism and Peace 
during the coming years, and in sending fraternal greetings to 
the Socialists and the people struggling for freedom in every 
nation and in every territory im the world. 

J. Bruce GLasieR, Chaiyman. 


Into the New Century. 


The Nineteenth Century, which, until a few days ago, 
has borne us convoy all our lives, is now gathered into 
the centuries of the past. Already, like a boat suddenly 
cut adrift from a speeding vessel, it lessens quickly in 
size as it recedes rapidly towards the horizon. And yet 
the nineteenth century must be regarded as indisputably 
the most fateful hundred years in the history of the 
human race. In no other century that has been, 
so far as is known to us, have the material means 
of civilisation been so amazingly created by man, or the 
knowledge concerning all things in the world been so 
remarkably increased. And these achievements have 
suddenly brought the whole earth within the grasp of 
civilised man, and brought him face to face with not 
only problems of dominion never thought of before, but 
with problems of his own destiny, which he hardly dares 
himself think upon. 

To many among us the old century must seem to take 
away with it a great part of the treasure of their lives. 
For long their eyes will linger back wistfully on the 
more shapely and more friendly days when yet the fame 
of the great poets was as a luminous after-glow in the 
literature of the nation. Scott, Shelley, Byron, Keats, 


LBS NEWS. 5 


Wordsworth, and all the -tuneful host—how far away 
they seem to us now! The great thought-bearers, too, of 
the mid-century, Mill, Carlyle, Faraday, Lyell, Darwin, 
and their companions—how dimly their light begins to 
twinkle through the years! 

And sad also to many of us must be the thought that 
the England and Scotland of our early imaginings is fast 
being effaced from the world, The land of our youth, 
full of the history of our nation’s up-growth, its sturdy 
old literature, its old Gothic architecture, its old villages 
with their quaint customs, its innumerable dialects, its 
meadows and lonely hills and far away places, its 
shepherds and milkmaids, and jolly farmers—will soon 
cease to be found anywhere, wander we howsoever far or 
wide between the seas. 

It is a strange place this, in midst of the universe, to 
which we have come! In yet a little while, there will 
be no new land, or people, or animals, or vegetation in 
the world to be discovered; no new place where men 
may go. There will be no real solitude anywhere on the 
earth: this one-time great, mysterious, immeasurable 
world of ours will be as a little island round which we 
can go ina few days. Already almost it begins to seem 
too small a place for the human mind and body to dwell 
in for ever, and quite seriously have men begun to 
speculate on the possibility of reaching other worlds out 
in the great space beyond. 

In a hundred years hence what will men have done 
with the world? What will they have done with the 
inferior races of men? What will they have done with 
the birds ?—will the skylark and the crow have room or 
peace to live? Will the great tall forests all be devoured, 
and all the sweet primal freshness of earth, sea, and sky 
be stained with the constant tread and breath and sound 
and havoc of human life ? 


_______ A hundred years hence what will mankind have done 


with itself? W4ull man be truly much greater and better 
in his humanity than to-day? Will all his scientific 
achievements—his conquests of the powers of nature, 
avail him much more for his soul’s elevation and 
his social happiness than the conquests of a baser 
order in the past? Will the poor still be with us? 
Will men still cheat and lie and slay for gain? Will 
there be the fury of war and massacre, and burning of 
nation by nation, that rages in Africa and Asia at this 
present day ? 

Alas! we cannot know: we hardly dare surmise. 
With little but our faith in Socialism to give us hope, 
we cross the threshold of the new century, shutting the 
door for ever on the vast twilight of things behind us, 
and going into unknown and almost deterrent brightness. 


ip aes 


The Political Orator as a Scapegoat. 


' Tue political orator is a much-abused person. He is 
always a fit object upon which the excellent moralists in 
the public press may .explode their exasperation against 
the nature of things. He and his oratory are held 
responsible for most of the political evils the world is 
heir to. He is the arch enemy of democratic enlighten- 
ment, an abettor of the political ignorance, folly, and 
cupidity of the masses. He is denounced with no more 
compunction than were he an editor’s dog or rival pub- 


lisher. All manner of derogatory epithets are flung at’ 
him—even such terrific names as ‘spouter,” ‘‘ wind- 
bag,” ‘‘ gas-bag,” ‘* blatherskite,”’ “tub-thumper,” 
‘‘swash-buckler,” and the like synonyms, are piled into 
type, and shied at him promiscuously. The political 
speaker is, we say, a much abused person. 

Why, indeed, we might ask, should the public speaker 
be held up by gentlemen of the press to public odium in 
this unmannerly way? Why should the term “ pro-: 
fessional politician ’’ be used as a term of reproach by the 
professional journalist or tractarian? Public speakers’ 
and professional politicians are, we venture to allege, ; 
often gentlemen and men of honest conviction, even as 
public journalists and writers of books sometimes are. 
Nor do we know of any vice attached to the advocacy of 
opinions by speech that does not cling to the advocacy of 
opinions by the pen. Insincerity and clap-trap—the 
vices most frequently charged against speakers—are not 
more easily or commonly practiced on the public piatform 
than in the public press. The writer may write with his 
tongue in his cheek quite as conveniently as the speaker, 
and is less liable to be discovered at the game. The 
speaker has at least to stand face to face with his. 
audience—his every expression of tone and gesture being 
under the scrutiny of surrounding ears and eyes, whereas 
the writer is hidden like the spider in his cell. At worst, | 
the speaker may orate with a mask, while the writer. 
may remain in inscrutable anonymity. 

Speech of tongue is the primal mode of expression, and. 
in every important crisis of life it is the final mode. It is 
a more direct and reliable method of utterance than 
writing can possibly be. It requires at least as much 
personal courage and no more self-esteem. It cannot be 
more productive of self-righteousness. It is quite as 
wholesome an exercise as writing, and by reason of its 
salutory effect upon the system, has an agreeable anti- 
bilious” reactton.-~ ESSI I itics—theas= 
sociate sin of public oratory—is an avocation that no. 
doubt lends itself to serious abuse, just like professional: 
ism in literature, art, science, and cricket. The pro- 
fessional politician may be a knave, as likewise may his: 
brother of the pen, the pallet, the foreceps, and the 
willow. But professional politicians may also, as we: 
have already ventured to suggest, be moderately honest 
men, and may even be imbued with sincere convictions, 
just like their next door neighbours. They may have. 
become politicians for pay, for advancement, for reputa- 
tion, for their liking of the thing, or because urged by a 
strong sense of duty. It is even so with professional. 
authors, artists, musicians, soldiers, explorers, and 
schoolmasters. : 

Often, no doubt, the political orator speaks when he. 
better had remained silent, but even in this respect he is 
no more unfortunate or blameable than his censors in the 
press. He may, alas, sometimes dress well, and if he’ 
toils on the popular side, or on the side of vested in- 
terests, may even become rich; but here again he will. 
seldom fail to find an editor or a poet flourishing at his 
elbow. 

Public speaking and the work of political agitation: 
is not only a needful, but an honourable vocation. The! 
world owes as much to its prophets and agitators as to 
its poets, essayists, story tellers, or philosophers. | Jesus. 
and the apostles, to whom even the newspapers usually 
refer in terms of respect, were public speakers—not . 
authors or artists. St. Columba, Wycliffe, John Ball, 
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Luther, Knox, Wilberforce, Ernest Jones, Bradlaugh, 
and William Morris were all politicians and demagogues 
in their way. Oratory itself is a very noble art, and its 
function is very high, and the orators and lecturers in the 
Labour and Socialist movement have rendered priceless 
service to the nation. 


The scheme for raising £1,000 a year for a special 
propaganda crusade has now been launched. The Com- 
mittee appointed by the National Council is now obtain- 
ing contributions and guarantees towards the fund. It 
is expected that in the course of a few weeks the sum 
fixed upon to form a preliminary fund will be more than 
covered, and a general public appeal, with a list of the 
subscriptions to the preliminary fund, will then be issued. 
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Jottings. 


By JoHN PENNy, General Secretary. 


I have again to remind branches that there is urgent necessity for 
them to pay their fees without delay. In December a larger number 
than in any of the previous months during the financial year paid, 
but even then the total was very small. Only two months— 
January and February—now remain in which to make up the 
arrears of the past ten. If the fees are not paid two evils must 
result: (1) the N.A.C. will become more and more involved in debt, 
and (2) the branches will not have qualified to send delegates to the 
Easter Conference, which consequently will be a very tame affair. 
It is surely not necessary to speak more strongly on this question. I 
trust that the branches recognising the danger will take instant steps 
to avert it. 


Resolution and nomination forms for the Conference have been 
sent to the branches. If any secretary has not received an adequate 
supply, I shall be obliged if he will write me at once. Resolutions 
and nominations must reach Fleet Street by Saturday, February 9th 


I feel that I can, and ought, to congratulate the Dundee and 
Farsley branches for the excellent way in which they have advertised 
the movement during the nast ma th The resolution on the war 
passed by the Dundee Branch and forwarded to Sir John Leng has 
been re-produced in almost every important newspaper in the 
country, and the stand of the Party against the war has thus been 
brought most clearly before the public. The Farsley branch passed 
2 resolution against the General Powers Company and forwarded it 
to the various local authorities in the West Riding of Yorkshire. 
This also has been widely published, and has formed the text of a 
leading article in that sober and influential journal ‘‘ The Councillor 
and Guardian,” thus making the I.L.P. position on this question 
absolutely clear to all municipal reformers. I consider this good 
business. The more widely our principles are known, the more 
widely will our influence extend. 


Speaking of General Powers Companies reminds me that a way 
of checkmating them has been devised in the district lying just north 
of London, where the Urban District Councils of Tottenham, Wood 
Green, Southgate, Enfield, and Edmonton, have formed a joint 
committee, which is promoting a bill in Parliament to enable them 
to establish joint electric works, which are to be located at 
Edmonton, the centre of the five districts. If they get their Act, 
they will be able to manufacture current in bulk quite as cheaply as 
any General Powers Company and thus thwart the designs of the 
would-be monopolists. The joint committee owes its initiation to 
the I.L P. member of the Tottenham U.D.C., Councillor Broadbank 


I would strongly advise every branch of the Party to make 
application to their local councils and boards for copies of the 
agendas, minutes, and other official papers. Some local authorities 
make a point of supplying them to societies and clubs in their 
districts, and there is no reason why all should not do so. If 
branches obtain these and study them, they will get a much better 
knowledge of their local affairs than they can get from the news- 
paper reports, and in municipal matters ‘‘ Knowledge is power.” 
Each branch also should tell off some of its members to attend the 
council and other meetings and report to the branch upon the 
attitude of certain members of the council or board. Information 

thus gathered will prove invaluable at election times. 
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Election Results. 


SCHOOL BOARD. 


Tottenham . Harvey . Not-elected sob 244 
Liverpool . Reeves wd ¥ . 20,690 
Halifax . Taylor ... Re-elected Unopposed. 
e. ... Butterworth Behe 2 ‘a 
Stockton . Mrs. Baker ... Gain ave, 5,065 
Gateshead . Drummond ... Re-elected Unopposed. 
Bradford . Miss McMillan sae - +. 20,670 
..- Roberts a ; ssi. IQ,010 
Manchester . Brocklehurst* ae ns aes G7 ,12a 
- ... Mrs. Pankhurst ... Gain soe 34,502 
Rochdale paamlvee iaeDss Rr eis) 
i. p+. Nits. Chew ... Not elected er A Fe 
Salford . Thompson saa 2-088 --< £9,489 
Oldham . Potter ae sav £7,008 
A ... Pulfer ayes See bee eV 
Salford ... Hunt Eee: a oO .428 


Summary from March 1st to December 31st.—26 candidates, 6 
gains, 10 re-elected, 5 losses. Total vote 200,247. Highest vote in 
any previous year 94,105. Several losses have been occasioned by 
running an increased number of candidates, 


Protective Legislation and Low 
Wages. 


It is estimated (writes Sidney Webb ina recent article) by so cool 
an observer as Sir Robert Giffen that no fewer than eight million 
persons (or a quarter of the entire population) in the United 
Kingdom are existing below the standard of a pound a week per 
family. It is surely no mere coincidence that these eight millions 
of people correspond almost precisely with the classes excluded 


_ from the protective legislation (i.e, Factory Acts, Compensation 


Acts, Municipal Bye-laws, etc.), which has proved so advantageous 
to their fellows. The eight millions—positively a larger number, 


| though of course a smaller proportion of the whole than existed in——-——~— 


such a state a hundred years ago—form the legacy which the 
Nineteenth Century leaves for the industrial statesmen of the 
Twentieth. 


We hear that Eltweed Pomeroy, of Newark, New Jersey, presi® 
dent of the Direct Legislation League, secretary of the National, 
Social, and Political Conference of 1899, and chairman of the 
Programme Committee for the Conference of 1go1, V.P. of the Public 
Ownership League, member of the Farmers’ Alliance, Knights of 
Labour, &c., expects to be in England during February, and will be 
glad to lecture anywhere for railway fares for himself and Mrs. 
Pomeroy and one guinea. His subjects are Direct Legislation, 
Christian Socialism, American Politics, Past and Future, &c, 
Dates between February 1 and 21 can be booked on application to 
the Fabian Society, 3, Clements Inn, Strand, London, W.C. 


CHESTERFIELD AND DISTRICT CLARION FELLOW- 
SHIP DINNER AND SMOKER, Assembly Rooms, Market Hall, 
Wednesday, January 23rd, 1901, at 6-30 p.m. Nunguam will 
preside. Tickets: Dinner and Smoker, 2s. 6d.; Smoker, 6d. May 
be obtained from W. F. Fisher, Market Hall, and T. W. Swift, 
Secretary, 22, Queen Street, Chesterfield. Ladies specially invited, 


PRACTICAL PRINTING OUTFITS, 
Including Self-Inking Press, Type, &c., from £3 3s. 
Gradual Payment if vequived, 


E. NEWBERY, 45, Lyham Road, Brixton, LONDON, §.W. 
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International Socialist Bureau. 


The scheme for instituting an International Socialist Bureau, pro- 
jected at the recent International Congress, has now been com- 
pleted. The Bureau, which is to be located in Brussels, has now 
been definitely, constituted by the authority of the Socialist 
organisations of the various nations. The following circular, the 
first issued by the Bureau, will explain the scope of the International 
Bureau :— 

BrussELs, Dec. 15th, 1900. 

DEAR CITIZEN, ' 

We have now the pleasure of announcing the definite consti- 
tution of the International Socialist Bureau. The delegates of most 
of the European nations are now appointed; those of Outre-Mer 
will be in a few weeks. The nomination of Victor Serwy (Zeo) as 
secretary has been ratified by the various nationalities, and also by 
the Congress of the Belgian Labour Party of November 19 last. 
The appointment of Edward Anseele and Emile Vandervelde, as 
delegates, has been approved. E. Anseele has been chosen by us 
treasurer. It is, therefore, to his address (Edouard Anseele, Rue 
du Jambon, Gand), that you will be good enough tosend your share 
towards the expenses of establishing the Secretariat. 

We think it will be of use to recall in this first circular the terms 
of the resolution of the Congress for the formation of the Interna- 
tional Bureau, in order to give a precise statement of the part it is 
to play, its powers, and its duties. 


RESOLUTION I. 

The International Socialist Congress of Paris, considering : 

That it is important for International Congresses, which are 
designed to become the Parliament of the proletariat, to pass reso- 
lutions which shall guide the proletariat in its struggle for deliver- 
ance; and 

That these resolutions which are the result of an international 
understanding should be put into action, has decided to take the 
following steps :— 

(1) A committee of organisation shall be named as quickly as 
possible by the Socialist organisations of the country where 
the next Congress will be held ; 

(2) A permanent International Committee, consisting of two 
delegates from each country, shall be formed, and shall provide the 
necessary funds It shall fix the agenda of the next Congress, and 
shall ask for reports from each nationality taking part in the 
Congress ; 

‘ (3) This Committee shall choose a paid general secretary, author- 

ised :— 

(a) To obtain necessary information. 

(5) To draw up a code explaining the resolutions passed at 
former Congresses. 

(c) To send out reports on the Socialist movement in each 
country two months before the new Congress. 

(@) To give a general summary or view of the questions dis- 
cussed at the Congress. 

(e) To publish from time to time brochures and manifestoes 
on questions of general interest, as well as cn impor- 
tant reforms, and studies dealing with serious ques- 
tions concerning politics and economics. 

(f) To take measures necessary for furthering the inter- 
national organisations and action of the proletariat in 
all countries. 


- RESOLUTION 2. 

The International Socialist Committee may require from national 
Socialist parliamentary groups the organisation of a special Inter- 
parliamentary Commission to facilitate common action concerning 
great political and economic questions which are international in 
character. 

This Commission shall be connected with the International 
Socialist Committee. 
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RESOLUTION 3. 

The International Secretariat, having its seat at Brussels, shall 
be required to collect and arrange the international archives of 
Socialism by centralising books, documents, and reports which re- 
late to the Labour movement in the different countries. 

The Congress also decided that the nomination of the two dele- 
gates of each nation {should be submitted to the ratification of the 
proletariat ot each country. The income of the International 
Bureau has been fixed at 10,000 francs (£400), and it has been de- 
cided that the principal countries (Germany, England, Austria, 
Belgium, Denmark, France, Holland, Italy, Switzerland, and the 
United States) shall contribute each 800 francs (£32), and the other 
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countries (Norway, Poland, Spain, Portugal, Russia, Japan, 
Argentine Republic, Bohemia, Bulgaria, Roumania, Sweden, Ice- 
(ay Hungary, Australia, &c.) shall contribute 200 francs each 

3). , 
A eas are the various resolutions which your committee will 
endeavour to apply and carry out, with the help of our Socialist 
friends of every nation. Already we have received from several 
delegates various propositions which we are examining, and upon 
which we shall have to hold consultation with you. 

For the moment, we think the most urgent task incumbent upon 
your Bureau is (1) to get into touch with all Socialist organisations, 
Labour Parties, Parliamentary groups, press, &c.; (2) the codifica- 
tions of the resolutions of the Congress, and the carrying of them 
out. 

In the meantime we beg you to indicate those points which, in 
your opinion, are of a nature to render the action of our Bureau 
efficacious and worthy of consideration. 

Finally, we ask all Labour Parties who have not yet done so to 
be good enongh to send us :— 

1. The names and addresses of their delegates. 

2. The name and address of their correspondent. 

3. The name and address of the secretary of the party. 

4. The name and address of the treasurer of the party. 

5. The head office of their organisation. 

6. The name and address of their principal journals and papers. 

We are the interpreters of the Belgian Labour Party in thanking 
our comrades of all nationalities very heartily for the confidence 
which they have shown in choosing our country as the head- 
quarters of the International Bureau. We shall do our utmost to 
prove ourselves worthy of the task which is assigned to us. Vive 
l’Internationale. 

The Members of the Executive Bureau, 
EpouarD ANSEELE. 
EMILE VANDERVELDE. 
VicToR SERwy, Secretary. 


LL.P. RESOLUTION ON THE WAR: 


The following resolution was passed by the National 
Council of the I.L.P. at the out-break of the war, and 
was confirmed at the Annual Conference of the Party :— 


That in view of the terrible sacrifice of tife, wide spread suffering, ~—-—~ 


and the enormous destruction of property, which the present war 
has entailed, and must further entail if it is prosecuted to the bitter 
end, we recommend that the Governments of Great Britain and the 
South African Republic should at once declare the terms of peace 
that would be acceptable to them, so that it would be possible for 
either Government by the acceptance of them now or at any time 
during the course of the war to bring hostilities to a close. We 
believe that such a declaration would be in harmony with the prin- 
ciples agreed to at the recent Peace Conference at the Hague; that 
it would be approved by the people of our own and every other 
civilized land, and that, in addition to probably bringing a speedy 
end to the present war, it would form a precedent that might save 
this and other countries from the disaster of war in the future. 


Copies of the resolution have been sent to the leading 
statesmen of all parties. 


CITY BRANCH PAMPHLETS. 
No. 1.—The Independent Labour Party : What it is, 
and where it stands. 


No. 2.—Labour Laws for Women: Their reason and 
their results (37d Edition). 


No. 3.—Imperialism: Its meaning and its tendency. 
No. 4.—Commercialism and Child Labour: An 
indictment and some remedies. 


Crammed wrth facts ; useful for propaganda ; invaluable 
to students. 


PricE, ONE PENNy Eacu. 
LL.P. Office, 53, Fleet Street, London, E.C. 
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MONTHLY REPORT FROM HEAD OFFICE. 


DECEMBER, 1900. 
80 Branches paid Fees in December. 


Walsall 10d., Warrington 3s. 6d., Wednesbury 1s. 2d., West Ham 
N. 2s. 6d. West Ham S. 15s., Wolverhampton 5s., Woolwich 3s., 
Workington 1os., Yeadon 3s. 4d., Ystalyfera 1s. (80). 


The following Branches pay Fees Quarterly :— 


44 y sent reports without fees. Finsbury, Hawick, Lye, Mossley, Musselburgh, Nelson, Ruther- 
9 x pay fees quarterly. glen, Townhill, Werneth. (9) 
63 " sent neither fees nor reports. The following Branches sent Reports without Fees :— 


The income of the Head Office during December was :— 


Ashton-under-Lyne, Attercliffe, Ayrshire Central, Barrow, Ber- 


Affiliation Fees : #20 12 oO mondsey, Bolton, Bradford, Brighouse, Bury, Chester, Chesterfield, 
Election Fund ote ore tee 38 3 Io Crewe, Crook, Dowlais, Dundee, Eccles, Felling, Gateshead, 
Sales tre ore see see LOM 7 eee ~Glasgow City, Glossop, Hackney, Halifax, Hartlepool, Horwich, 
National Branch ... ooo tee On 5 5 ©: Huddersfield, Lancaster, Langley Mill, Leeds Central, Manchester, 
Sundries ... see tes ese ro 2g Merthyr Vale, Mexborough, Newcastle, Pudsey, Rochdale, St. 
es Pancras, Salford W., Stewarton, Stockport, Sunderland, Thornaby, 

£70 8 11h Tyldesley, Vale of Leven, West Bromwich, York. (44) 


Consritution.—Copies of the Constitution of the Party may be 

obtained from Head Office, price-Fourpence per dozen, post free. 

‘Pence Cards are supplied at the samé price. Samples on applica- 
tion. 


NaTIonaL Brancu.—The National Branch of the I.L.P. is open 
to Socialists who endorse the objects and methods of the Party, 
but who are unable, through geographical or other difficulties, to 
join the nearest Branch. Members of the National Branch receive 
copies of all the official publications of the Party. Subscriptions 
for the year 1900 are now due, and should be sent to the Head 
Sere The amount of subscription is left to the discretion of the 
member; 


The Branch Report Sheet for January must 
fhe posted on or before the 25th inst. Report 
Sheets may be obtained from the Head Office. 


New BRrancHESs. 


AYRSHIRE CENTRAL—Secretary, Miss Maggie Allan, 20, Weaver 
Street, Ayr. 

Dow.ais—Secretary, Morgan Morgans, Upper Row, Penywern, 
Dowlais. 

OLpHaM CENtTRAL—Secretary, T. H. Williamson, Labour Club, 
Bridge Street, Oldham. 

StEwartToN—Secretary, John Wilson, 16, Dean Street, Stewarton. 


The following Branches sent neither Reports nor Fees :— 

Abertillery, Annfield Plain, Armley, Ashford, Aston, Bath, 
Berkeley, Birkenhead, Birmingham C., Bridgeton, Burslem, Cam- 
lachie, Cardiff, Chalford, Cirencester, Colne Valley, Cowling, 
Crosshills, Darwen, Doncaster, Dumfries, Earlestown, Elland, 
Failsworth, Gloucester, Grantham, Greenwich, Halton, Heckmond- 
wike, E. Hunslet, Hyde, Islington, Kettering, Kurriemuir, Leeds 
North, Limehouse, Longwood, Macclesfield, Maesycwmmer, Mans- 


- field, Montrose, Normanton, Norwich, Nottingham, Oakworth, 
, Ossett, Otley, Partick, Peckham, Ripley, St. Helens S.S., St. 


Rollox, Southampton, Spen Colliery, Spen Valley S.S., Spenny- 
moor, Stalybridge, Stroud, Thornhill Lees, Tradeston, Walkden, 
Wishaw, Yarmouth. (63) 


OTHER CASH RECEIVED IN DECEMBER, 


Sales.—Liverpool ros., Middlesbrough 11d., Wolverhampton 
£1, Gloucestershire S. 10s. 6d., Brechin gd., Ayr 2s. 8d., Leeds C. 
ts. 8d., London City 6s. 2d., Kingswood 1s. gd., Workington 2s. 8d., 
Long Eaton 2s. 7$d., Blackburn 1gs., Consett rogzd., West Ham S. 


to#d., Paisley 3s. 9d., Arbroath 1s. 8d., Birmingham W. 4s.; . 


Wednesbury 1s. 4d., Darlington Is. 33d., Hull 1s. 9d., South 
Shields 1s. to4d., Bromley 11d., Gillingham 10$d., Stockton 2s. 4d., 
Rotherham tos., Mr. F. Rogers £1 1os., Tottenham 104d., Bootle 
1s. 11d., Sowerby 5s. 10d., Motherwell 1o4d., Cash Sales £2 tos. 11d. 
Total £10 7s. 11d. 


National Branch.—Mrs. Stanbury, 5s. 


WEDNEsBURY—Secretary, G. Whitehead, 38, Addison Street, 
' Wednesbury. 


: NEW SECRETARIES. _ 


Sundries.—F. Merry £1, P. H. 23d. Total £r os. 24d. 
Election Fund.—E. Hindmarsh, collected, 14s. 6d.; M, 


BricHousE—D. Hardaker, Church Gates, Brighouse. 
BrApFrorp—C. A. Glyde, 166, Rochester Street, Bradford Moor, 
Bradford. 
ts ea A. Pilling, Bury I.L.P., Cross Street, Clerke Street, 
ury 
CrLapHamM—A. Strugnell, Morris Hall, North Street, Clapham. 
GILLINGHAM—J. A. Moore, 44, Westcourt Street, Old Brompton, 
Kent. 
INVERNESS—J. Leonard, 4, Southside Road, Inverness. 


Branch Fees and Reports. 


The following Branches paid Fees in December :— 

Arbroath 2s. 6d., Ayr rs. 5d., Barnsley 2s., Bedlinog 5s., Birming- 
ham W. 6s., Blackburn 6s. 3d., Bootle 2s. id.; Bordesley 5s., 
Brechin 2s, 6d., Bromley 1s. 7d., Carnoustie 7d., Cheltenham 1s. 
Clapham 3s. 6d., Cleckheaton gs., Clydebank 5s., College 2s. 6d., 
Consett 2s. 6d., Cowdenbeath 1s. 2d., Darlington 2s. 6d., Derby tros., 
Dudley 4s. 2d., East Ham is. 4d., Edinburgh r5s., Farnworth, 
Nov. 4s. 2d., Dec. 5s.; Farsley 3s. 6d., Fulham 6s. 7d., Gillingham 
ts., Gloucestershire S. 2s. 6d., Govan 5s., Hexham 6d., Holbeck 
2s.4d., Hollinwood 12s., Hull 6s. 2d., Hutchesontown tos., Inver- 
ness 38. 4d., Keighley £1, Kensington N. 1s. 6d., Kilmarnock 7s. 6d., 
Kingswood 1s. 6d., Leicester 15s., Leith 2s. 7d., Lesmahagow ts., 
Littleborough 2s. 6d., Liverpool 15s., London City 4s. 2d., Long 
Eaton ros. 6d., Middleton £1, Middlesborough 3s. 4d., Milnsbridge 
paid, Motherwell 1s. 8d., New Marske 1s. 6d., Newport 4s. 4d., 
Oakengates paid, Openshaw {1 7s. 6d., Oldham C. 16s. 8d., 
Oldham S.S. 2s., Paisley 8s. 4d., Pendlebury 4s. 6d., Peny- 
darren 5s., Portsmouth 5s., Preston 5s., Rishton rs., Rotherham 
5s., Rothwell 3s., Shildon 1s. rod., South Shields 2s. 6d., Sowerby 
6s. 4d., Stockton 4s. 2d., Sutton-in-Ashfield 7d., Tottenham ts. 6d, 


Maccabe, 11d.; Warrington I.L.P., 16s.: per Arthur Danbrook, 
4s, 6d.; A. W. Camamile, collected, 12s. 6d.; Edinburgh I.L.P., 
£4 os. 1d.; C. Mosses, collected, 7s.; S. Judson, collected, 5s. ; 
N. Adshead, collected, 6s.; G. Parr, collected, 3s.; J. W. Morrisey, 
Liverpool, collected, 6s.; George New, collected, 5s.; A. Arkell, 
2s. 6d.; A. Danbrook, Crook, collected, 2s. 6d. ; collected by Vale 
of Leven Branch of I.L.P.:—Duncan Burdon (1st) £1 15s. 6d., 
David Wallace 5s., Robert Miller 8s. 6d., John Munro 7s., John 
Buchanan 7s., Hugh Miller 2s., John Cross 2s., Hugh Paton, Is., 
James M'Innes ts., Peter Burdon 11s. ; collected by Paisley I.L.P.:— 
R. Malcolm and J. Young £1 18s., Robina Cochran £1 ros , Daniel 
Russell, 13s. 7d., E. Begg, 4s..Hugh Smith 4s. 6d., D. Davidson 
5s., John Wilson tos 6d., Wm. Turner tos. 6d., Harry Baird 


£1 2s. gd.; collected at Jail Square Meeting, ros. rod. ; collected 
at Shaw Maxwell’s meeting, 11s.; Wilson Brook, Meltham, 
collected, 7s. 6d.; J. Wilson, Stewarton, collected, 5s. 6d. ; 
Kilmarnock I.L.P., 17s. 6d.; G. Henderson, Sunderland, 
collected, 10S. ; FE. Tait, Sunderland, collected, 5s.; G. 
Heyworth, Workington, collected, 2s. 6d.; C. Hazlewood, 


Workington, collected, 4s. ; Derby I.L.P., collected, 3s. Sa. 5, ee 
Allan, Townhill, collected, r1s. 6d. ; Middlesbrough I.L.P., £1 16s. ; 
W. Faichnie, Falkirk, collected, £1 5s.; Stockton LLP. 43) 3be 
J. Henderson, Hyde, 18.3.7 We Ae Peck, Hyde, collected, 6s. ; 
Hermann Pike, Hyde, collected, 8s. 6d.; Adam Clarke, Hyde, 
collected, 5s. 1d.; Milnsbridge Labour Club, £1; Inverness I LP; 
gs.; D. M’Call, College, collected, 17s. ; D. Miller, College, 
collected, 4s.; G. Miller, College, collected, 6s. 9d.; W. Gibson, 
College, collected, 8s. ; Kington and W. Warden, College, 


LY 4s. 7G EB Bellin, College, collected, £1 9s.; D. Rutherford, 
College, 1s.; Carlisle Socialist Society, 2s. 1d.; Glossop I.L.P. 
tos. 3d. 


JOHN PENNY, Gen. Sec. 
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PricE ONE PENNY. 


THE new century has begun energetically enough. 
Like the new broom, or promoted official, it is evidently 
bent on making a clean sweep of some description or 
other. It has seized the first opportunity to terminate 
the long reign of Queen Victoria and replace it by that 
of King Edward VII. of England—a very bold start, 
indeed. If only the merit equals the ambition of its 
performance, history may soon have a busy time of it. 


An excess of public effusion over the death of the late 
aged Queen was, we suppose, a thing to be expected, 
and we must not regard the display of public mourning 
either as a very deep or as altogether a hypocritical 
manifestation of sorrow. National sentiment is quite a 
different emotion from personal sentiment, and it is 
afforded but few opportunities ofexpression. An occasion 
such as the present one, which provides it with a 
universal means of out-pouring, is a rare and almost 
luxurious occurrence. Even republicans will freely con- 
cede the many personal virtues of the late sovereign, and 
but few of them would be anxious to dissociate them- 
selves from any appropriate public demonstration of 
respect towards her as head of the State. The extrava- 
gant personal eulogy and professions of\ personal 
bereavement, however, which numerous public speakers 
and newspapers have indulged in, must be regarded, not 
only as a fulsome affectation, but as a wanton violation 
of public decorum and national self-respect. 


sk wk F 


How far the following order, issued by the North 
Eastern Railway Company and placarded all over its 
system, proved provocative of loyalty or blasphemy, we 
can only surmise :— 

“At the hour appointed for the funeral at Windsor, viz., 2-30, 
a universal cessation of all movement throughout the Company’s 
system for a period of ten minutes is ordered by the directors. 
Trains are to be brought to a standstill and to remain motionless, 
and every servant of the Company who is obliged by the necessities 
of the public service to be on duty, is to stand quietly and rever- 
entially in his place for that period.” 


Mark Twain is reported to have said, when intro- 
ducing Mr. Winston Churchill recently to a public 
meeting, that America and Britain had been brothers in 
everything but crime, now they were brothers in crime 
also. Let us hope that before long they will be also 
brothers in contrition. It is now some four years 
since America undertook, at the bidding of the American 
imperialist, the task of emancipating the Filipinos, and 
the history of their exploit reads strangely like a parody 
of our own South African campaign. The parody will 
probably be even more exact and complete in the course 
of the next few months. The Filipinos, it appears, are 
as far away as ever from being subdued by America. 
One general after another has failed and has been re- 


called, and the country is in a state of *‘ settled disorder.” 
Only the principal towns are in possession of the 
Americans, who seem to have virtually abandoned all 
hope of subjugating the ‘‘insurgents.” The Filipinos 
are masters of the country districts and are able to do 
what they like. The United States Government is 
apparently heartily sick of the war, and would be only 
too glad to give the Filipinos some form of self-govern- 
ment ‘‘if it could be done without lowering American 
prestige.” Already the latter phrase is beginning to 
crop up in the British press with respect to affairs in 
South Africa. 

Thus exclaims a certain Mr. H. Croft Hiller in the 
columns of the Fleetwood Chronicle :— 

When will there be a party which believes in its professed 
principles; a religious and moral party; a party that will cure the 
purulent ulcers at present rotting this nation? Tory, Liberal, 
Socialist parties are to me at present pantomimes, of which the 
Liberal is the most dolorous. This once great party is now but a 
conglomeration of ethereal aspirations and atomic deeds. The 
Tory party has an honest brute ideal which I will term carnivorism. 
The Socialist party has a dishonest brute ideal which I will call 
filchism. The Tory party makes me smile, as does a blossom- 
faced toper spouting tap-room philosophy. The Socialist party 
makes me growl, as does the benevolent fob-investigator_who has 
just bestowed my chronometer on a needy pal. The Liberal party 
makes me yawn and groan as does a bishop of the Establishment 
or a Non-Con. war minister expounding the excellences of the 
Christian ideal. 

5 * 2K 


Unhappy Mr. Hiller! who can find no satisfaction 
whatever in the politics of either the Tory, Liberal, or 
Socialist parties. Evidently he is a very exacting re- 
former. But perhaps we should not regard Mr. Hiller 
as unhappy. Ancient Diogenes derived, we are told, 
infinite enjoyment from contemplating the folly and 
wickedness of mankind. There have been many of like 
digestion since his day. It may happen that Mr. Hiller 
is also somewhere jollily ensconsed in a tub, and would 
be much ‘put out” were he suddenly to discover that 
there was actually some virtue to be found in one or 
other parties of the State. At any rate, we shall agree 
that Mr. Hiller is a man of versatile ability ; for not 
many men, we should think, are endowed with such 
faculty as to be able to sit down and ‘‘smile,” and 
“growl,” and “yawn and groan” in successive respira- 
tions. 

a 

As we write, we recall having seen the name, “ H. 
Croft Hiller” in the columns of the agnostic press, and 
we have remembered ourselves of a book on ourselves 
entitled, Ideal Justice, by H. Croft Hiller. We hope we 
are wrong in surmising that the writer in the Fleetwood 
Chronicle is one and the same person. The supposition 
is, however, a plausible one. In Ideal Justice the author 
attacks in most virile fashion the existing state of society 
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and current forms of belief. He postulates, too, a vague 
ideal which certainly seems to approximate to Socialism. 
He even justifies Socialism by name; but the Socialism 
has the hammer marks of the author’s own making upon 
it. It is of his own special creation, and he does not 
intend that it shall be mistaken for Socialism of the 
common pattern. There is a fatality in that kind of 
thing. Men who fancy that the world should be 
fashioned exactly according to their plan are sure to be 
disappointed in their expectations. They rarely forgive 
their fellows for their folly and wickedness in having 
a will and method of their own; and they usually end 
up by becoming egregious egoists and reactionaries. 
The Socialist platform has furnished us with its own 
quota of examples of this kind. 

We are glad to be able to chronicle the victory of the 
Buxton limestone workers, whose dispute with their 
employers we commented upon in our lastissue. It will 
be remembered that the employers had insisted for years 
upon the men signing an ‘‘agreement”’ each New Year’s 
day pledging the workmen not to leave their employment 
for twelve months, while the masters were left free to 
dismiss any of the workmen without notice for any 
breach of rules. On refusing to re-engage on these con- 
ditions this year the men were locked out. The lock-out 
was of short duration. In the course of a few days the 
masters, it appears, consented to confer with the work- 
men’s representatives, and as a result agreed to substitute 
a month’s notice on either side for the old, one-sided 
twelve months’ contract. Much credit is due to the 
Gas Workers and General Labourers Union, and to 
J. R. Clynes, the organiser, for their management of the 
interests. of the workmen in the lock-out. About 150 
additional men have now joined the Union, which is 
close upon 1,000 strong in the district. 


The results of the School Board elections during January have 
proved more favourable to the I.L.P. than those of the previous 
month. Three seats have been gained, viz., at Blackburn, at 
Huddersfield, and at Newcastle; while at Ashton-under-Lyne, 
Hirst, I.L.P., has not only retained his seat, but topped the poll. 


General French’s sister, who is an active Socialist, has promised 
to address the William Morris Labour Church at an early date. 


The Canning Town Socialist Sunday School has just held its 
fourth annual ‘‘ At Home.’ The gathering took place at Mansfield 
Hall, and about 170 assembled together, with 40 girls from the 
West Ham Workhouse Schools. An excellent little dialogue was 
given by the workhouse children. 


The Birmingham Central I.L.P. has held its first annual meeting. 
The Branch report showed an increase of membership, and a 
balance on hand. Frank Spires was re-elected Chairman, and 
William Shorkey, Secretary. 


A hearty ‘‘ Good-bye” was given by the Manningham I.L.P. to 
comrade Martindale, of the 8th Hussars, who, after being home on 
furlough, has been ordered to report himself for medical examina- 
tion with a view to his returning to the front. 


Rotherham Branch resolved to begin the new century without 
debt, and by means of a sale of work in Christmas week, accom- 
plished its purpose. The Branch presented Leonard Hawcroft 
with a handsome tea service, in token of its appreciation of his 
successful services as Secretary during the past three years. The 
Branch is in fine trim. 


Attercliffe (Sheffield) IL.P. has been keeping Socialism well 
before the public this winter. Meetings have been held in the 
Vestry Hall almost every Sunday. Among the recent lecturers 
have been Enid Stacey, Bruce Glasier, Mrs. Bruce Glasier, Joe 
peer erie and Raymond Unwin. The meetings have been well 
attended. 


Is Democracy Waning in Britain ? 


The Contemporary Review for December contained an 
article on ‘‘ The Social Future of England,” by William 
Clarke, the well-known Fabian writer. His views, 
although conflicting with those commonly entertained by 
Socialists and Democrats generally, are thoughtfully 
stated, and should not be summarily dismissed. 

According to Mr. Clarke, complete democracy is not 
the goal towards which civilisation in England is at 
present tending. Industrialism, which makes towards 
democracy, is, he says, already waning, and is destined 
to play an unimportant part in the future relatively to 
that of America, Germany, or even China. Democracy 
could only be further realised by the people insisting 
upon it, but the mass of the people, he thinks, do not 
strongly favour the democratic ideal. He cites the 
waning influence of the House of Commons, the increas- 
ing power of the Cabinet and permanent officials, as 
indication of the drift of political tendencies in England. 

Mr. Clarke attributes this anti-democratic tendency 
partly to the results of widening the Empire. ‘‘A world- 
wide Empire cannot be ‘run’ by a popular debating 
club.” He also ascribes it to the lack of any real 
conviction in favour of social equality among the bulk of 
the English people. 

Admitting, as we readily do, that there is much truth 
in many of Mr. Clarke’s observations, we do not think 
he takes a wide enough or deep enough view of the drift 
of things. He does not allow sufficiently for the 
probability of a reaction against imperialism, not only in 
sentiment and in the fact of its cost and inutility, but in 
the virtual secession of the more important colonies. 
Nor does he, we think, take sufficiently into account the 
democratising influence of the rapid growth and economic ~ 
magnitude of our municipal and collectivist undertakings. 
He also, in our opinion, greatly underestimates the 
increase of the sentiment of equality among the thinking, 
and therefore controlling, portion of the democracy, due 
not only to the active propagation of Socialism, but to 
the influence of the socialist and democratic spirit in 
modern literature and art. His prediction that England 
will become more and more a happy hunting-ground for 
the English-speaking rich, and that along with this there 
will be an enormous increase of the servant class, who 
will live by ministering to the wants of the well-to-do, 
can only be fulfilled if our nation retains its economic 
domination over the world, and if public sentiment and 
internal legislation in Britain continues tolerant towards 
the vested interests and delectations of the moneyed 
class. Both these suppositions are not only doubtful, 
but are challenged by legislative tendencies and socialising 
processes, the growth of which is not likely to be 
arrested. 


F. W. POTTER AND THE OLDHAM SCHOOL BOARD, 


A signal mark of respect has been shown by the Oldham School 
Board to F. W. Potter, the recently defeated I.L.P. member of the 
Board. The occasion was the opening of the Hathershaw School | 
extension, and in token of the great interest Mr. Potter had shown ~ 
in promoting the scheme, and of the esteem in which his services 
to education are held by the Board, he was invited to perform the 
inauguration ceremony. Mr. Potter, who had sat on the Board for 
six years, lost his seat at the recent election through an unfortunate 
split in the Socialist ranks. His defeat is much regretted in the 
town, and it is generally expected that he will be re-elected or 
co-opted at the first opportunity. 


Lae Pie N HAW. 3 


J. Keir Hardie, M.P., in ine. North. 


An important indication of the increasing popularity 
of I.L.P. principles in the North of Scotland has been 
afforded by the series of meetings which J. Keir Hardie, 
M.P., addressed during the mid-week of January. The 
meetings were held in Dundee, Inverness, Aberdeen, and 
Brechin. In each of these towns an enthusiastic 
welcome was accorded the I.L.P. member by large 
audiences. 

A feature of the meetings was the large accession 
of prominent Trade Unionists to the public platform of 
the I.L.P. In every respect the meetings displayed a 
notable and favourable change of public opinion towards 
Socialist politics, a circumstance that is the more 
significant in view of the pronounced attitude which Mr. 
Hardie and the Party as a whole have taken against the 
South African War. 

‘At Aberdeen, Mr. D. V. Pirie, M.P., against whom it 
will be remembered Tom Mann polled 2,479 votes in 
1896, took part in the proceedings. Mr. Pirie explained 
that it was his admiration for men of Mr. Hardie’s 
stamp that induced him to appear on the platform that 
night. Whether the formidable vote obtained by the 
I.L.P. against him in 1896 was in any way the means of 
opening Mr. Pirie’s mind to the importance and justice 
of Labour demands, we can only surmise. Such things 
have not infrequently happened in political history. 
There can be no doubt, however, but the South African 
War has greatly influenced Mr. Pirie’s attitude. Mr. 
Pirie has himself been to the front in the capacity of an 
officer, and has returned from the war deeply impressed 
with the injustice of the Government policy in South 
Africa. He was amongst the few Liberal Members of 
Parliament who voted against his own party and 
~ Government on the war question during the recent 
session of Parliament. 

At Inverness, the Rev. Charles McEachern, of the 
Gaelic Parish Church, took occasion when presiding at 
the meeting held in that town not only to speak against 
the war, but to express his strongest sympathy with the 
principles of the I.L.P. Altogether the Party has 
reason to be gratified with the testimony which these 
meetings have afforded of the growing strength of the 
I.L.P. movement in the North of Scotland. 


Replies to Correspondents. 


Yours fraternally—Yes, we are of set purpose restoring the prefix 
““Mr.’’ before the surnames of Socialists, where convenient in these 
columns. The term ‘‘comrade,’’ which, in the earlier days of the 
movement, was expressive of a close and deeply interdependent 
band of associates, has now, with the wide growth and impersonal 
relations of the movement, become an affectation. All the 
formalism and indiscriminateness attached to the use of the word 
“Mr.” has become doubly objectionable in the now conventional 


use of the word ‘‘comrade.” After all, ‘‘ Mr.’ is a neutral and 
merely courteous particle ; and we see no reason why Socialists 
should affect any other prefix. ‘‘Comrade” should be reserved as 


a special and appropriate term of distinction or esteem. 


R. S. K.—For Socialists, Henry George’s Soctal Problems is in 
many respects a much more instructive book than his Progress and 
Poverty. The argument of the latter, so far as it is sound, has 
been absorbed into all recent literature and speeches on Land 
Reform. In Social Problems the author discusses questions of 
democracy, ‘government, and economic evolution with rare insight ; 
and his observations are still fresh and extremely interesting. 


Signs of Progress. 


The National Government is constantly being asked to under- 
take more important duties, and it will be necessary for reformers 
to press for an efficient civil service and the cheapening and simpli- 
fying of legal procedure to fit the central organs for their extending 
duties. The Birmingham Factory Inspector, Mr. Knyvett, said 
lately at a public meeting, ‘‘ our work is being greatly extended ; 
when I was first appointed we had very little todo.” The officials 
of the Industrial Law Committee and of the Women’s Trade Union 
League are useful voluntary organisations intended to strengthen 
the hands of inspectors. Scotch reformers are pleading for the 
nationalisation of banks. The Cycle Tourist Club Gazette has lately 
contained some excellent articles in favour of the creation of a 
national office to supervise all questions connected with roads. 
There is a growing feeling in the country in favour of legislation ve 
adulterated beer. The sanitary conference recently supported the 
proposal that a minister of public health should be appointed, with 
cabinet rank. In connection with all these matters it is urgently 
desirable that socialist public opinion should become more power- 
ful, otherwise the central offices will be run by gentlemen who wish 
to discourage civic enterprise and to do as little as possible them- 
selves. It was democratic feeling, and not imperial wisdom, which 
created the Pacific Railway in Canada, and state railways, &c., in 
Australia. 


Matters Municipal.—The ‘“‘ Municipal Journal” has been des- 
cribing at length the arrangements for local government in German 
towns, taking Ditsseldorf as an instance. The story of Dusseldorf 
will encourage English reformers, who wish to see education, 
telephones, hospitals, pawn shops, slaughter houses, docks, &c., in 
the hands of committees of one central council. We are copying 
various municipal reforms from foreigners. The London County 
Council is asking architects to send in their plans for buildings in 
its new streets, as has long been done, ¢.g., in Niremberg and 
Paris. The Handsworth tramway has copied the system in vogue 
in Pesth and Berlin, of having one penny ticket for the whole or 
any part of the journey, 34 miles. London reformers point out 
that German towns have begun to tax urban land values, and are 
in the habit of sending the bona-fide tramps to labour colonies. 
There is a growing desire that cities should co-operate in the 
providing of coal, water, gas, and tramways. Londoners 
dock trust. Seaside towns desire to run their own piers, aquariums, 
and football fields. Municipal experts are generally in favour of 
lowering the price and improving the quality of municipal services, 
rather than helping landlords by lowering rates. Hyde is imitating 
the example set by St. Helens in sterilising milk. Our socialists on 
the Manchester Council are asking that when the city buys land 
for a park, &c., it shall buy the land surrounding the park as well, 
and thus get the increased values which its own action will create. 
The Bradford socialist councillors stick solidly to the crusade 
against the favour shown to wool-combing manufacturers in drainage 
and water supply. 


Trade Unions.—The I.L.P. policy of leavening the trade 
unions with socialist yeast is, in ordinary times, a policy of slow 
and sure. If, a few years hence, English traders find themselves 
shut out of the Chinese markets, if English investors get Indians 
and Japanese producers to undersell the British working-man, and 
if the cessation of war leads to a crisis and over-production, then 
the fruits of our policy will be made speedily manifest, class feeling 
will suddenly express itself, and the rulers be forced into adopting 
socialist items to stave off danger of riot, burglary, and arson. 
But, in the meanwhile, we must be satisfied with the day of small 
things. In London, the relief of the consumer from the tipping 
system will have to be got by trade unionism. In Birmingham, an 
association will shortly be formed of ‘‘ barmaids, Waitresses, and 
other female assistants employed in the licensed victualling and 
other kindred trades.” The Plasterers’ Union in London has 
ordered its younger members to attend technical classes. Uphill 
work is being done by the Shop Assistants’ Union, which has to 
contend with a dreadful weight of individualist tradition and petty 
snobbery. Shop assistants, at present, cannot demand a reference 
cannot travel in workmen’s trains, cannot: sue by summary juris- 
diction, generally are without a vote, must ‘‘live in” under a feudal 
patriarchate like domestic servants, are ‘bribed by secret com- 
missions, and often worked overtime without extra payment. Like 
teachers and curates, they will find it absolutely necessary to 
combine, and to seek Parliamentary assistance to nail down pers 
manent reforms for their class. J.A.B. . 
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What the I.L.P. is Doing. 


In view of J. Keir Hardie’s return to Parliament, the Council of 
the party has resolved to form an ‘‘I.L.P. Payment ot Members’ 
Fund.” The Council feels that it is of great importance to the 
purity and freedom of democratic election that the ability or 
willingness of members to incur heavy outlay should not be made a 
condition of their offering themselves for election. When formerly 
in Parliament, Keir Hardie met his expenses by journalism and 
lecturing. The strain of the constant effort to discharge his public 
duties and meet the expenses of his position was very great, and his 
defeat at West Ham came to him as a welcome personal relief. 
Russell Smart has placed his services at the disposal of the Council 
as Hon. Secretary ot the new fund, and has already obtained a 
considerable portion of the £150 which is the amount of the annual 
guarantee provisionally fixed upon. 


We regret to have to record the death of Thomas Place, of York, 
a most estimable comrade, who was a founder alike of the Fabian 
Society and I.L.P. in that city. 


Middlesborough is among the branches that have a good balance 
in hand. 


S. D. Shallard is engaged in a month's lecturing tour for the 
Fabian Society in the south of Ireland. He has had specially 
successful gatherings at Cork, and is being shadowed by the police. 


The Conference of the United Labour Committee has re-elected 
J. R. Macdonald as its Secretary for the ensuing year. It is 
generally agreed that to his energy is largely due the success of the 
new organisation. 


Expressions of sympathy from all parts of the movement have 
been extended to John Edwards, of Liverpool, in his bereavement 
in the loss of his wife. 


The Chairman of the Party has, on the occasion of his lecturiug 
visits, held conferences with the members of the following branches 
during the month: Attercliffe, Rotherham, Shrewsbury, Stockton, 
and Middlesborough. 


Since the General Election there has been a great addition to 


_____sthe business transacted at the head office of the I.L.P.—a sign of 


the increased activity of the movement. 


J. Keir Hardie, M.P., and Councillor Parker, have been re- 
appointed by the National Council to represent the I.L.P. on the 
United Labour Committee. 


a 
A record audience assembled in the Albion Hall, Glasgow, on 
Sunday, 3rd inst., when Robert Blatchford presided at Mrs Bruce 
Glasier’s lecture on ‘‘ The Hope of the Twentieth Century.’’ The 
tickets were threepence each, and several hundred people were 
unable to gain admission. 


Stockton I.L.P. postponed its Sale of Work from Saturday, 2nd, 
to Saturday, gth inst., in consequence of the Queen’s obsequies. 
The three public meetings, however, arranged for Sunday, 3rd, 
were held, and Margaret McMillan and Bruce Glasier lectured to 
successful gatherings. 


The General Secretary's weekly notes from the head office to the 
Labour Leader, Clarion, and other Socialist papers, are proving of 
much interest alike to the members of the party and to the 
unattached. 


Joseph Burgess has intimated his intention of retiring from the 
National Council at the Annual Conference. He will, however, 
continue active in the I.L.P. movement, which in a great measure 
owed its inception in 1892 to his initiative in the columns of the 
Workmen's Times. 


Fred Brocklehurst is gaining a protean reputation. Once again 
he has inflicted a radical change upon his personal appearance. A 
few months ago he was bearded like a pard, now he is as barefaced 
as a barrister—and a barrister he is ‘‘dinning’’ to be. 


Bruce Glasier lectured on January 23rd at Shrewsbury, under 
the auspices of the local Socialist Society, which has recently 
affiliated with the I.L.P., the Rev. Mr. Street, Unitarian Minister, 
presiding. After the meeting, Bruce Glasier held a conference 
with the members of the Branch. 


Robert Blatchford (Nunquam) has been adding to his fellowship 
duties by presiding at I.L.P. meetings, much to the delight and 


advantage of the local branches. 
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The Annual Conference. 


With the present yeay and forthcoming session of parliament 
the Independent Labour Party enters upon a new stage of 
activity and vesponsibility. It ts of great umportance, therefore, 
that the Annual Conference of the Party, which ts to be held on 
Easter Monday and Tuesday at Leicester, should be a large and 
authoritative one. Every member of the Party is, therefore, 


urged to press upon, and to help financially, his bvanch to send 


tts full number of delegates to the Conference. 
J. Bruce GLASIER, CHAIRMAN. 


The Late Queen. 


Queen Victoria has not long survived the outgoing of 
the Nineteenth Century. The late century itself, as if 
out of regard for her reputation and its own, seemed to 
beckon her away. It would have been a confusing 
thing—confusing to history and her own fame—had her 
reign extended far into the years of the Twentieth 
Century. It was fit and proper that the Queen should 
depart with the century of her sixty years sovereignty. 

Nevertheless, the death of Queen Victoria is an 
ominous event; and we are not among those who affect 
a cheery indifference to its consequences. Her death, 
like her life, is not an ordinary occurrence. It makes a 
big mark in history. It is the death, not only of a some- 
what remarkable woman—that were a common enough 
and historically unimportant incident, maybe—but the 
death of a Queen. The death, too, of a great Queen: 
great in the immensity of her empire, and in the restraint 
and quietness of her rule. We only deceive ourselves if 
we fail to recognise that in the persons of rulers— 
whether they be kings or captains, presidents or cabinet 
ministers—there exists a power for good or evil which is 
measurable, not only by the capacity of rulers them- 
selves, but by the magnitude of the people over whom 
their rule extends. Nor is this power the product. of 

‘ , \ 
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mere superstition or fear on the part of their subjects; 
it is a substance or quality of sovereignty that grows out 
of the organic life of the State. 
In the case of Queen Victoria we can, without adopt- 
ing the foolish strain of adulation that her death has 
worked in the press, say of her that in the main her 
personal influence on the throne was of a wholesome if 
not a superlatively meritorious kind. The circumstance 
that Republican agitation subsided under her reign is no 
unimportant testimony to the mildness of her monarchial 
rule. Perhaps, however, the chief merit of her tenure of 
_the throne is the influence which it has exerted in pro- 
moting the intellectual enfranchisement, and in elevating 
the public status of woman. The fact that the sovereign 
of the greatest, most prosperous, and most democratic 
empire in the world should have been for sixty years a 
woman who -was reputed to be a model of motherhood 
and domestic virtue, as well as a wise and liberal admin- 
istrator of the supreme functions of the State, has had a 
far and deep reaching effect in forwarding the social 
emancipation of women in our own and many other 
lands. 


The New King. 


The accession of the Prince of Wales to the throne 
may prove a turning point in our national history. The 
personality of the sovereign still remains the biggest 
single political factor in the British nation. Stripped as 
the royai prerogative has been of its power by Parlia- 
ments and Cabinets, there still exists in the Crown a 
latent autocracy that is capable of quick and formidable 
revival. The personal attitude of the King towards 


___s neighbouring sovereigns can still make or unmake the 


occasions of war; and the weight of his wishes and 
rewards thrown into the political scales can materially 
aftect the legislative balance of freedom and reform. 

A wide spread impression prevails that the new 
monarch will prove a good natured, easy going, and on 
the whole rather non-political sovereign. ‘This is, we 
venture to think, a mistaken notion of the King. It is 
derived from public reports of the character of the King 
as the Prince of Wales. But the characters of heirs 
apparent are notoriously shifty foundations upon which 
to build hypotheses of the comportment of these princes 
when endowed with the mighty authority of kings. As 
princes they possess no sovereign functions whatever, 
and they usually devote themselves to the self-indul- 
gences of their social position. As kings, the ambition, 
however sluggish, of their nature must in a great measure 
take a political and administrative form. Already, 
although but a few days seated on the throne, there are 
indications that Edward VII. will display himself as a 
much more assertive monarch than his career as a prince 
might have augured. It should be remembered that the 
King is now an elderly man, and that he has already 
outgrown the zest for the gaieties and allurements of 
society, which, had he reached the throne in earlier 
years, might have considerably diverted his attention 
from State affairs and blunted his political ambition. 
Underneath the urbanity of the King there runs, as in 
all his line, a deep vein of prejudice and self-will. In 
the late Queen this disposition, partly because she was a 
woman. and widow living in retirement, did not publicly 


manifest itself. The new King is, however, no anchor- 
ite; and if, as is very likely, he elects to participate 
actively in the affairs of the State, his personality will 
become a power to be seriously reckoned with. The 
circumstance, too, that the King’s accession has taken 
place during a war in which our military prestige has 
been seriously diminished, will no doubt be regarded as 
affording -a favourable opportunity for increasing the 
military importance of the Crown. 


Republicanism. 


‘‘ Republicanism is dead in England!” exclaims the 
enthusiastic royalist in the street and press. ‘The 
Queen killed it with kindness,” he perhaps adds, not 
weighing the meaning of his words. He, however, 
greatly deceives himself. Republicanism is not dead in 
Britain: it 1s not, we hope, even fallen composedly 
asleep. It has ceased to obtrude itself on platforms and 
in the press because it has been busy in the administra- 
tion of affairs. for, in truth, the late Queen’s popularity 
has been largely due to her non-intervention in the 
critical issues of government; her success as a queen 
has been complementary to her self-repression as a 
monarch. 

The disappearance, therefore, of republican propaganda 
during the past thirty or forty years must not be taken 
as a sign of the decay of republican sentiment in the 
country. As a matter of fact republican agitation has 
disappeared from view only because the Queen herself 
disappeared from view. It could quite as plausibly be 
declared that monarchicalism had _ died ine 
late reign as that republicanism had died out. But 
even monarchicalism is not dead, as we shall perhaps 
only too clearly perceive before long. 

No doubt the crude republicanism of earlier days, 
that saw in the mere deposition of kings the emancipa- 
tion of man, has perished with many other futile political 
expectations. The people now begin to perceive that it 
is not the form but the fact of government that is of 
supreme importance. They have wisely realised that it 
is possible to have almost a maximum of republicanism 
under monarchy, and a minimum under a presidency. 
For while in principle monarchy is the antithesis of 
democracy, in practice it may prove no more inimical to 
democracy than any other form of personal or class 
monopoly of political power. 

But monarchy is, nevertheless, for ever a grave and 
threatening power in the State. It can immediately, 
subtily, and with immense prestige, assert itself and 
overawe the people. It behoves, therefore, every Social- 
ist to be ranked against every manifestation of its activity 
or aggression. We trust that throughout the land an 
alert and stern attitude will be assumed by trades union- 
ists and socialists towards any attempt to rehabilitate 
the monarchy either with political or military power. 
It is stated that a proposal will be submitted to Parlia- 
ment to increase the emoluments of the sovereign, 
This proposal will be loudly approved by the imperialist 
press, and will be commended with appeals to the 
patriotism and self-respect of the nation. Against that 
proposal, and every other of its kind, we hope a resolute 
stand will be made by every democrat in the land. 
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Socialists should be preparing for the forthcoming 
County Council Elections. It is particularly desirable 
‘that Socialists should be elected on those bodies. Our 
foreign trade will gradually lessen in the face of American 
and German competition, and our manufacturers will 
clamour for protection, monopoly, and imperial sweating. 
We shall therefore need rural Socialists to speak for 
national husbandry and co-operative agriculture and 
distribution as sounder methods of social help. 


The Treasurer of the Fund for the new I.L.P. Propa- 
ee Scheme has presented a report to National 

ouncil, showing that a considerable sum has already 
been, obtained in contributions and guarantees. An 
extensive list of probable contributors is being prepared, 
and permanent arrangements are being made for organ- 
ising the fund in every district. The new Propaganda 
campaign will not be inaugurated until £500 is in the 
treasurer’s hands. 


Labour Representation Conference. 


The First Annual Labour Representation Conference 
was held in the Co-operative Hall, Downing Street, 
Manchester. About eighty delegates were present 
cepresenting 465,000 organised workers. Mr. John 
Hodge of the Steelsmelters’ Union was voted to the 
chair. : 

The Committee’s Report showed that 41 Trade Unions 
membership, 353,070), three Socialist Organisations 
emt and seven Trades Councils (91,000), had 
affiliated. 

Fifteen Parliamentary Candidatures, at the General 
Filection in October, 1900, were endorsed by the 
Committee. Seats were won at Merthyr and Derby by 
J. Keir Hardie and Richard Bell respectively. Altogether 
ithe Labour Candidates polled 62,698 votes, against 
£14,302 recorded for their opponents. Considering that 
the election was forced on the country at a few days 
notice, and that it was fought on a worn-out register, these 
cesults were regarded as encouraging. 

_ The Financial Statement showed that the income of 
the Committee during the past year had been £243 13s. 
ad., and the expenditure £186 16s. 8d. The chief items 
of expenditure were £33, cost of printing 222,000 
manifestoes; £18 3s. 3d., printing Report of London 
Conference; £84 16s. 3d., cost of eight Committee 
Meetings; and £12 18s., expenses of Deputations. 

_ The following resolutions were carried with practical 
ananimity :— 

‘‘ Trades Councils shall be entitled to affiliate and send one 
cepresentative to the Conference on paying £1 per year, and may 
send one additional delegate for each tos. paid. Trades Council 
delegates will be entitled to elect one representative from their 


number to serve on the Executive.” 
Moved by the Executive Committee. 


‘‘That this Conference instruct the Committee to issue at the 
earliest possible date a statement in leaflet or pamphlet form 
showing why trade unionists should join in this movement, and to take 
steps to supply trade unions with this literature on the most 
advantageous terms; and this Conference further urges upon the 
delegates present to use every effort to induce their Executives to 
supply each one of their members with a copy of this statement. 

Moved by the Woolwich Trades and Labour Council. 


“That this Conference declares that in view of the combinations 
af capital and the federations of employers, it is, necessary for the 
Trade Unions of the country to use their political power to defend 


* 


their existence and secure their demands, and while it deprecates 
the introduction of mere party politics into the Trade Union 
movement, it urges upon the Trade Unionists the necessity of 
combining on an independent platform for the following purposes: 
(1) The defence of the legal rights of combination; (2) The passing 
of such laws as will put an end to a system under which the producer 
of wealth has to bear an enormous burden in the shape of rents and 
profits which go to maintain large classes of non-producers."”’ 

Moved by the National Union of Dock Labourers. 


“That this Congress, recognising the enormous public benefit of 
Municipal Trading, views with alarm the insidious attempts now 
being made by interested parties to cripple it, and calls upon all 
friends of local government to exert themselves to protect existing 
municipal rights and to defeat all attempts to interfere with the 
development of municipal activities.”’ 

Moved by the Independent Labour Party. 


“That for the proper enfranchisement of the democracy this 
Congress declares the following reforms to be indispensible: (a) 
Adult suffrage; (b) the abolition of all political monopolies; (c) the 
payment from public funds of all legitimate election expenses and of 
all elected representatives.”’ 

Moved by the Independent Labour Party. 


“That inasmuch as modern Imperialism with its attendant 
militarism is a reversion to one of the worst phases of barbarism, is 
inimical to social reform and disastrous to traf#e and commerce, a 
fruitful cause of war, destructive of freedom, fraught with menace 
to representative institutions at home and abroad, and must end in 
the destruction of democracy, this Congress desires most earnestly te 
impress upon the working class the urgent need there is for com- 
bating this dangerous and barbaric development in all its manifes- 
tations.” 

Moved by the Independent Labour Party. 


‘This Congress, believing the harrowing war in South Atrica to 
be mainly due to the corrupt agitation of the Transvaal mine-owners, 
having for its object the acquisition of monopolies and a cheap 
supply of coloured and European labour, protests against the 
destruction of the two Republics as being contrary to all our ideals 
of national political justice, and respectfully invites the Government 
to endeavour to terminate hostilities by offering to submit to 
arbitration, under the provisions of the Hague Convention, all 
matters in dispute between Great Britain and the two States with 
which we are at war.” 


Moved by the Independent Labour Party. 


The I.L.P. moved the following resolution :— 


‘*This Congress of representatives of organised Labour, recognis- 
ing that the inevitable tendency of privately-owned capital is to- 
wards combination in monopolies known as Trusts, is of opinion 
that the ownership and control of such vast aggregations of capital 
by private individuals are disastrous to the welfare of the consuming 
public, inimical to the social and political freedom of the people, and 
especially injurious to the industrial liberty and economic condition 
of the workers, declares that the final object of all democratic efforts 
must be to transfer all such private monopolies to public control 
as steps towards the creation of an Industrial Commonwealth 
founded upon the common ownership and control of land and 
capital and the substitution of co-operative production for use in 
place of the present method of competitive production for profit.” 


To this the S.D.F. moved an addition to the effect that 
all candidates receiving the support of the Committee 
should pledge themselves to a recognition of the class” 
war. 

After some discussion a delegate moved the “ previous. 
question,’”’ which was carried by a large majority. 

The Conference closed with a vote of thanks to the 
chairman. 3 | 


New Fabian Parish Council Tract—The Executive Committee of 
the Fabian Society have ready a new and important pamphlet, 
“Five Years’ Fruits of the Parish Councils Act.” It has been 
specially prepared for the forthcoming Parish Councils Election in 


.March. Copies for distribution will be supplied (post free at 1s. 


per dozen, or 6s. 6d. per 100, on receipt of stamps or other remit- 
tance) from the Fabian Society, 3, Clement’s Inn, Strand, W.C. 

The election takes place a month earlier than usual, and this 
pamphlet should prove of immense service to all sorts and con- 
ditions of Socialist and Labour candidates, who will this year have 
to fight for their seats uuder especially difficult conditions. Fig 


gers 
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A meeting was held at Manchester on Wednesday and Thursday, 
January 30th and 3r1st, attended by J. Bruce Glasier, Joe Burgess, 
James Parker, J. R. MacDonald, Philip Snowden, and John Penny. 

Various arrangements for the Annual Conference were made. 

The travelling fee for delegates under the pooling arrangement 
was fixed at 15/-. It was decided that the pooling of delegates’ 
travelling expenses be done away with, the system in the opinion of 
the Council not having worked satisfactorily. 

It was agreed that J. Keir Hardie and Jas. Parker should again 
be appointed I.L.P. Representatives on the Labour Representation 
Committee. 

Joe Burgess presented a report on the Scottish Workers 
Parliamentary Conference held on January 5th, showing that 243 
delegates attended the Conference, and that the prospects of the 
United Labour Movement in Scotland were full of promise. The 
Council agreed to subscribe two guineas to the new joint committee. 

The financial position of the Party was considered, and it was 
shown that owing to the branches not properly paying fees there 
was likely to be a deficit on the year’s work. 

The new propaganda scheme was discussed at length and a plan 
of campaign drawn up, the details of which will be shortly 
communicated to the branches. 


Jottings. 


By JoHN Penny, General Secretary. 


. FINANCIAL YEAR ends on the 28th of February. Cash received 
after that date will go into next year’s accounts. 


AFFILIATION FgexEs. As will be seen from page 8 the fees this 
month have amounted to the respectable sum of £40 4s. 8d, 
This compares very well with the £20 11s. 6d., received in January 
last year, and is indicative of a desire on the part of the branches to 
do their duty to the national organisation The total for the year 
however, is still a long way below last year’s, and I can only express 
the hope that branches will pay up royally during February, and 
thus place themselves and the N.A.C. in a better financial position. 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE. Will be held in the Cook Memorial 
Hall, Leicester, on Easter Monday and Tuesday, April 8th and gth. 


. REPRESENTATION. Branches are entitled to send delegates 
according to the following scale :— 


25 members 1 delegate 


51 Aare 2 '- 
125 a 3 a 
225 t 4 - 
325 ” 3) ” 


The membership is based upon the amount of affiliation fees paid. 


DELEGATE FeEEs. Branches are required to pay a fee of 10/- 
for each delegate sent This is to cover the expenses of the 
conference such as rent, printing, etc. 


TRAVELLING EXPENSES. As provided in the constitution the 
travelling expenses of delegates are to be pooled. The N.A.C. 
estimates that these will average 15/- per delegate, and this sum 
must be forwarded to the Head Office before the conference. The 
delegates must pay their own expenses to the conference and they 
will be refunded on the Monday morning. Delegates must travel in 
the cheapest way possible, taking advantage of excursion, week-end 
or other cheap tickets available. This 15/- is in addition to the ro/- 
delegate fee. Branches must remit the whole 25/- for each delegate 
before the conference. NOTE—The N.A.C. will recommend to 
the conference that the pooling arrangement be abolished as 
unsatisfactory. 


ELECTED PERSONS’ CONFERENCE. Will be held on Good Friday 
and following day in the Temperance Hall, Leicester. The joint 
secretaries are Ed. R. Pease, Fabian Society, and myself. We 
shall be glad to receive the names of Socialists and Labour members 
of public bodies who desire to attend, and offers of, and suggestions 
for, papers will be welcomed. 


LocaL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION BurEAU. The management 
‘committee has issued an interesting report on the work done since 
the inception of the Bureau. Subscriptions for the year igor are 
now due and should be remitted to Ed. R. Pease, 3, Clements Inn, 
Strand, London, W.C. 


Election Results. 


SCHOOL BOARD. 


Blackburn Higham Gain 11,269 
” Seed Not elected 10,548 
Portsmouth Hales Gain 7,286 
Huddersfield Pickles Ab Unopposed 
, Riley Re-elected FF 
Ashton F- Flirst iy 6,660 
Sowerby Bridge Bates Gain Unopposed 
Midgley Jones Not elected 50 
Calverly Walker No change 737 


Summary from March 1st—35 candidates, 10 gains, 13 re-elected, 
7 not elected, 5 losses. Total vote 236,797. Highest vote in any 
previous year 94,105. 


THE SCOTTISH WORKERS’ CONGRESS. 


The first annual Conference, under the auspices of the Scottish 
Workers’ Parliamentary Elections Committee, was held at Glasgow 
on Saturday, January 5th, in the hall of the Scottish Wholesale 
Co-operative Society, Limited, who granted the use of the premises 
free, and also entertained the delegates, 243 in number, of whom; 
150 were trade unionists, 47 socialists, and 46 co-operators, to, 
lunch. The chair was taken by Mr. Henry Murphy, J.P., Presi- 
dent of the Committee, and a director of the Wholesale Society. 
The report of the treasurer, Mr. George Seymour, also a prominent; 
co-operator, showed that the income from contributions for the; 
year amounted to £102 11s., of which £58 gs. was from co-operative 
societies, £39 8s. from trade unions, and £4 14s. from Socialist 
organisations. In justice to the I.L.P. it ought to be stated that, 
the branches had had to meet a heavy drain during the year for 
election purposes, the Camlachie contest costing over £340. The 
Conference was a great success. On the newly elected committee 
the I.L.P. is well represented. In addition to the two direct 
delegates, Joseph Rogers and John Davidson, Robert Smithe and 
William Smith, of Dundee, were added to the committee as repre- 
senting trade unionists, and Councillor Young, of Musselburgh, 
as representing co-operators. These three new members are I.L.P. 


members also, Mr. Henry Murphy, J.P., was re-elected chairman _——™—___* 


of the Committee, and Mr. George Seymour as treasurer. Mr.: 
Robert Allen, of Edinburgh, a prominent member of the S.D.F., 
though sitting as a trade unionist, is again Secretary. Another’ 
notable addition to the Committee is Leslie, of Edinburgh, as repre-’ 
senting the S.D.F. While emphasising these facts as indicating’ 
the character of the Committee, it is only right to add that no 
sectional interests are voiced on the Committee. The co-operators 
are the most loyal members, and there is every prospect that in the 
year upon which we have now entered we shall witness many new 
accessions among the co-operative societies, and an even larger: 
aggregate subscription to the funds. Co-operators across the 
border are not as frightened as their English brethren of a new, 


_ departure. 


The General Federation of Trades Unions has 64 societies 
affiliated to it, with an aggregate of 385,575 members. The balance. 
sheet for the quarter ending December last shows that the Federa-’ 
tion has now £34,958 in hand, an advance of £6,807 on the previous 
quarter. 


THE REFORMERS’ YEAR BOOK: 


being THE LABOUR ANNUAL for 1901, 
IS NOW ALMOST READY. 


Title, Portraits, Contents, all New. Also attractive cover, 
designed by Walter Crane. 


Net Prices: 1/- and 2/-. 


Cus can greatly help in a very difficult task by receiving and 
sending in orders at once. Terms to Clubs : 6 copies, 5/-; 
13 copies, 10/-; 27 copies, 20/-. Cloth copies count double. , 
Carriage paid, cash with order. 


Send for some handbills for distribution, 


By post, 3d. extra. 


JOSEPH EDWARDS, Wallasey, Cheshire. 
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MONTHLY REPORT FROM HEAD OFFICE. 


JANUARY, Igor. 


80 Branches paid Fees in January. 


53 ie, sent reports without fees. 
14 i pay fees quarterly. 
50 5 sent neither fees nor reports. 

The income of the Head Office during January was :— 
Affiliation Fees 440 4 8 
Election Fund 23 Il It 
Sales ies ANS nae 15 IL 4 
National Branch ... ae og OOS 
Sundries ... tee ses Nar £0 6. 

£80 17 8 


The Branch Report Sheet for February must 
foe posted on or before the 25th inst. Report 
Sheets may be obtained from the Head Office. 


Constitution.—Copies of the Constitution of the Party may be 
abtained from Head Office, price Fourpence per dozen, post free. 
Pence Cards are supplied at the same price. Samples on applica- 
tion. 


NationaL Brancu.—The National Branch of the 1.L.P. is open 
fo Socialists who endorse the objects and methods of the Party, 
but who are unable, through geographical or other difficulties, to 
‘oin the nearest Branch. Members of the National Branch receive 
copies of all the official publications of the Party. Subscriptions 
for the year 1900 are now due, and should be sent to the Head 
Office. The amount of subscription is left to the discretion of the 
member. 


Our ELEcTED Prrsons.—We are at all times glad to hear what 
our members on public bodies are doing. If comrades will supply 
-as with reports or marked copies of newspapers containing records 
of their work, we shall be very greatly obliged. 


tr acnep SympatTuisers.—Branches are recommended to 


prepare lists of known sympathisers in their districts. Such people 
should be asked to subscribe to the funds of the Party if they can- 
sot see their way to become members. A printed form of invitation 
may be obtained from the Head Office, price 1s. 6d. per 100, post 
free. 


New BRANCHES. 


Blantyre—Secretary, John Berry, Bowie's Lane, Blantyre. 

Crosskeys—Secretary, Vernon Hartshorn, 7, Provident Terrace, 
Pontywain, near Newport, Mon. 

Larkhall—Secretary, Thomas Sharp, 9, Ayr Road, Larkhall, 
Canarkshire. 

Pontypridd—Secretary, F. H Jones; 14, Thompson Street, 
Hopkinstown, Pontypridd. 

Shrewsbury $.S.—Secretary, Frank Smout, 2, Albert Street, 
Shrewsbury. 

Wellington $.S.—Secretary, Jack Beard, 36, New Street, Wel- 
lington, Salop. 


New SECRETARIES, 


Arbroath—John Jack, 10, Hope Street, Arbroath. 

Barnsley—John Houlding, 7, Russell Terrace, Silver Street, 
Barnsley. 

Blackburn—J. W. Mitchell, 84, Skiddaw Street, Blackburn. 

Brighouse— Fred Ives, 46, Rosemary Place, Brighouse. 

Bury—W. Scholefield, Cross Street, Clerke Street, Bury. 

Brechin—C Paterson, 34, Union Street, Brechin. 

Glossop—W, Ryder, 2, Union Street, Glossop. 

Holbeck—A. Bannister, 7, Barkston Place, Holbeck, Leeds. 

Hackney—F. J. Smith, 75, Glyn Road, Homerton, N.E. 

St. Pancras—J. F. N. Green, 59, St. John’s Park Mansions, 
Pemberton Gardens, N. 


Branch Fees and Reports. 


The following Branches paid fees in January :— 

Arbroath, 2s. 6d.; Armley, 4s. 6d.; Ashton-under-Lyne, £1 5s.; 
Attercliffe, £2; Ayr, 1s. 5d.; Ayr Central, 5s.; Barnsley, 5s. rod. ; 
Barrow, £1 5s.; Birmingham C., 2s.; Birmingham W., 6s.: Black- 
burn, 6s. 3d.; Blantyre, 2s. 2d.; Bolton, 5s.; Bootle, 6s. 3d. ; 
Bordesley, 3s. 6d.; Brechin, 1s. 6d.; Bromley, ts. 7d.; Bury, tos. ; 
Camlachie, ros.; Carnoustie, 7d.; Clapham, 3s. 6d.; Cleckheaton, 
4s. 6d.; Consett, 2s. 6d.; Darlington, 2s. 6d.; Derby, 10s.; Dowlais, 
3s.; East Ham, 1s. 4d.; Edinburgh, 15s. 6d.; Farnworth, 55. ; 
Farsley, 38. 6d.; Felling, 6s. 6d.; Gateshead, gs.; Gillingham, 


1s. 2d.; Glasgow City, 6s. 3d. ; Gloucestershire S., 2s. 6d.; Halifax,. 


£4; Hawick, ts. 6d.; Hexham, paid: Holbeck, 1s. 2d.; Hollin- 


wood, 6s.; Horwich, 7s. 6d.; Huddersfield, £1; Hutchesontown,. 


ros.; Kensington N., 1s. 6d.; Kettering, 7s 4d.; Langley Mill, 
5s.; Leicester, 15s.; Lesmahagow, Is. ; Littleborough, 2s. 6d. ; 
Liverpool, 7s. 6d.: London City, 4s. 2d. ; Manchester, £12 Ios. ; 
Middlesborough, 3s. 4d.; Milnsbridge, paid; Motherwell, ts. 8d. ; 
New Marske, 1s. 6d.; Norwich, gs. 6d.; Nottingham, 9s.; Oldham 
S.S., 2s.; Paisley, 8s. 4d.; Pendlebury, 4s. 6d. ; Portsmouth, 55. ; 
Preston, 5s.; Rotherham, 4s.; St. Rollox, 8s. 4d.; Salford W., ros. ; 
South Shields, 2s. 6d.; Sowerby, 6s. 4d.; Spen Valley, S.S., 2s. 4d.; 
Stewarton, 2s. 3d.; Sutton-in-Ashfield, 7d.; Thornhill Lees, £1 5s. ; 
Tottenham, 1s. 6d.; Warrington, 3s. 6d.; Wednesbury, ts. 2d.; 
Werneth, 7s. 6d.; West Ham N., 2s. 6d.; Woolwich, 3s.; Yeadon, 
1s. tod.: Ystalyfera, Is. 

The following Branches pay fees quarterly :— 

Finsbury, Govan, Long Eaton. Longwood, Middleton, Mossley, 
Musselburgh, Nelson, Rothwell, Rutherglen, Thornaby, Townhill, 
Workington, York. (14) 

The following Branches sent reports without fecs :— 

Abertillery, Ashford, Attercliffe, Berkeley, Bermondsey, 
Birkenhead, Bradford, Brighouse, Cardiff, Cheltenham. Chester, 
Clydebank, Doncaster, Dundee, Earlestown, Eccles, Fulham, 
Glossop, Gloucester, Grantham, Hackney, Hartlepool, Heckmond- 
wike, Hull, Inverness, Keighley, Kilmarnock, Kirriemuir, Lancaster, 
Leeds C., Leeds N., Lye, Maesycwmmer, Newcastle, Newport, 
Oakengates, Openshaw, Penydarren, Pudsey, Rochdale, St. Helens 
S.S., St. Pancras, Shildon, Stockton, Sunderland, Tradeston, 
Tyldesley, Walkden, Walsall, West Bromwich, West Ham S., 
Wishaw, Wolverhampton. (53) 

The following Branches sent neither fees nor reports :-— 


Annfield Plain, Aston, Bath, Bedlinog, Bridgeton, Bursiem, 
Chalford, Chesterfield, Cirencester College, Colne Valley, Cowden- 
beath, Cowling, Crewe, Crook, Crosshills, Darwen, Dudley, 
Dumfries, Elland, Greenwich, Halton E,, Hunslet, Hyde, Islington, 
Leith, Limehouse, Macclesfield, Mansfield, Merthyr Vale, 
Mexborough, Montrose, Normanton, Oakworth, Oldham C., Ossett, 
Otley, Partick, Peckham, Pudsey, Ripley, Rishton, Southampton, 
Spen Colliery, Spennymoor, Stalybridge, Stockport, Stroud, Vale of 
Leven, Yarmouth. (50) 

OTHER CASH RECEIVED IN JANUARY. 


Sales.—Hackney to}d., Halifax 12s. gd., Womens’ Industrial 
Council 7s. 6d., Liverpool 8s. 8d., Manchester £3 1s. 11d., 
Hollinwood 11s. 7d., Wishaw 4s. 9., Glossop 4s. 11d., City London 
3s. 1d., Brechin 9d., Middlesborough 1s. od., W. Birmingham 2s., 
Glasgow 5s. 6d., Derby 2s,, Rotherham ts. tod., Norwich gs., 
S. West Ham rofd., Penydarren 6s., Bromley 11d., Felling 2s. 44d., 
Yeadon 1s. 7d., New Marske 4s., Consett rogd., Lilycroft 13s. 2d., 
Leeds 1s. 8d., Gillingham 1o$d., Portsmouth 1s. 1od., Kettering 
2s. 8d., South Shields 104d., Paisley 3s. gd., Motherwell rogd., 
Pendlebury 4s. 6d., Arbroath 3s. 1$d., Darlington 1s. 34d., Horwich 
8d., Sowerby 5s. 1od., Bootle 5s. 9., Hutchesontown fr 13s. 6d., 
Glasgow City ro4d., Cash Sales £3 14s. 7d. Total £15 11s. 4d. 

National Branch.—S. McGowan 1s., H. Williams 5s., 
T. Wilkinson 1s. 3d., J. S. Bruce 2s. Total gs. 3d, 


Election Fund.—Hull I.L.P. £1 6s. 1od., Longwood 


Labour Club 3s. 9d., J. Edge 1s., J. Watt, collected 2s. E. King, 
coilected 1s. 6d., F, Wright, 1s., E. Wright, collected 4s. 6d., O. 
Jenkins, collected 5s. 34., W. Richards, collected 5s,, T. Harby, 


collected 11s. 9d., Lancaster I.L.P. 3s., F. Davies 1s., Bromley ° 


LL.P. 2s. 6d., Horwich I.L.P. 9s., Rutherglen comrades 4s. 7d., 
Derby I.L.P. 1s., Maesycwmmer I.L.P. 15s., Returned from 
Constituencies: Merthyr Tydvil £18 13s. 3d. Total £23 11s. 11d, 
Sundries.—F. Merry £1., A. F. 6d. Total £1 os. 6d. 
JOHN PENNY, Gen Sec. 


Printed for the I.L.P., by A. C. Linpiey (Trade Union Printer), 12, Albert Street, Manchester. 


Published at the I.L.P. Offices, 53, Fleet Street, London, E.C. 
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THE MONTHLY ORGAN OF THE INDEPENDENT LABOUR PARTY. 
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MARCH, toot. 


PricE ONE PENNY. 


PARLIAMENT opened a month ago. Its time has been 
chiefly occupied by discussions upon the address in reply 
to the Message from the Throne. 


Not quite as fruitless an occupation for Parliament as 
it might seem. Although in itself an antiquated and 
rather absurd formality, the Address to the Throne 
affords the House of Commons an excellent opportunity 
of discussing with great freedom the policy of the 
Government and the state of the Empire at home and 
abroad. Obsolete, therefore, as the usual Address to 
the Throne may be, its abolition (unless some provision 
were made in its place—which is unlikely) would bea 
serious blow to the privileges of speech in the House of 
Commons, 


It is many years since there existed greater need and 
urgency for a general discussion on the nation’s affairs 
than at present; and we are glad to be able to acknow- 
ledge that the debates which have taken place on the 
Address have, despite the feebleness of the official 
Opposition, well fulfilled that purpose. In the dis- 
cussions upon Mr. Dillon’s amendment condemning the 
war, and on the amendment in favour of an Eight Hours’ 
Act for Miners, many searching and sturdy speeches 
have been delivered, and already the security and 


dominance of th ae 
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majority, is perceptibly weakened. 
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To attribute to speech-making any really useful 
and national purpose is, to be sure, to risk the rebuke of 
a certain school of cynics. Nevertheless, there is, we 
affirm, nothing the country is more in need of at this 
hour than plenty of speech making. Speech making is 
a most wholesome resolvent of national obstructions and 
ill humours. The suppression of speech on the platform 
and the press in recent times has been quite an ominous 
sign. Speeches in themselves may be good or bad, but 
it is by speech-making, bold and free, that freedom is 
preserved. The alternative to speech-making is not 
silence and peace, but war and the dungeon. Speech- 
making has been effectually closured (for the time being) 
in the Parliaments—or “talking shops,” as they are 
sometimes unkindly called—ot the South African Re- 
publics, and the roar of cannon and the flame of home- 
steads are grim celebrations of the achievement. 


In the course of his speech on Mr. Dillon’s Amend- 
ment to the Address, Keir Hardie took occasion to 
strongly comment upon the conduct of the pro-war 
press in pouring out abuse upon the Manchester Guardian 
and the South African Conciliation Committee for publish- 
ing the now notorious Morrison letter. The Jingo papers 
‘so far forgot themselves as to impudently declare that none 
but villainously unscrupulous newspapers would venture 
to publish statements which they had not carefully authen- 


ticated and verified. The hypocrites! with the print 
scarcely dry on their sheets describing fictitious outrages 
upon Outlanders in the Transvaal and massacres of the 
Legations in China. The mistake of the Guardian, as 
Hardie pointed out, in copying the letter from the New 
York Sun, was a venial one compared with the ‘‘ mistake” 
of the London Sun and other papers in announcing on 
Thursday, 28th February, the receipt of ‘official’ news 
that General Botha had surrendered. 

Although much that is alien to Socialism is said and 
done by the Irish Party, it is impossible for Socialists 
not to heartily appreciate their re-appearance this session 
in Parliament as a fighting host. They have rendered 
immense service to the country by their fearless, even if 
in some respects irresponsible, criticisms of the Govern- 
ment policy and the conduct of the war in South Africa. 
They have been a burning and a shining light to the 
timid Liberal opposition, and have, quite apart from 
their flare up over the closuring of the debate on the 
£ 17,000,000 vote on account, helped greatly to enliven 
the proceedings of Parliament and make more cheerful 
the outlook of the session. . 

No thoughtful reformer will profess to approve rowdy- 
ism, either in Parliament or outside of it, and Socialists 

eTrainly fave no-teasen to tevarattsobedience to the 
ruling of the Chair as forming any part of the right of 
free and democratic discussion. But an occasional out- 
burst of defiance or disorder, especially if immediate 
provocation exists, should be clearly distinguished from 
persistent or systematic disobedience. In the case of the 
disturbance which took place over the closuring of the 
debate on the vote on account, there was undoubtedly 
great justification for the resentment displayed by the 
Irish members, and there can be little doubt but the 
Government were primarily to blame for the scenes that 
followed. Certainly the new standing order adopted in 
consequence of the fracas, giving the Speaker power, 
‘“‘ without further question, to suspend for the remainder 
of the Session” any recalcitrant member, is a very | 
dangerous ordinance, and quite uncalled for. 

Life is short, but Clericalism is long. The Lace- 
makers’ Union of Calais being anxious to repay a loan 
of £1000, borrowed from the Nottingham Lacemakers’ 
Society during the recent strike, resolved to levy its 
members to repay the amount. Whereupon La Croix, 
an ardent clerical journal which is edited by an Abbé, 
speaks out in the following pious fashion :— 


The Committee of the Calais Union want to make the ex-strikers 
pay 15 francs each to refund to the English the monetary aid 
advanced’ by them. The lacemakers will act wisely to keep their 
15 francs, and send the strike leaders and their English friends to 
the devil. 


What like the world would be without religious 
teaching is a conundrum frequently addressed to us even 
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on this side of the Channel. It would not, we fancy, be 
difficult to answer the question of what like the world 
would be if ‘‘religious”’ instruction of the description 
afforded us by La Croix were abolished—if need be even 
by the powerful arm of the secular State. The world 
might then have a chance of becoming clean and honest. 
It is all a question, we suppose, of the kind of religious 
teaching. There are, however, many indications that 
clericalism, alike with its tendency and its example, is no 
whit less arrogant and immoral to-day than it was five 
hundred years ago. 

‘‘Those who interest themselves,” says the Manchester 
Evening News, ‘‘in the earnings of women of the humblest 
sort should have their attention drawn to a case tried at 
St. Helens, yesterday, in which the Lancashire Moss 
Litter Company were the defendants. During the 
hearing the manager of the company made the astounding 
statement that the ‘standard wage’ of the women 
employed by the company was about one penny farthing 
an hour. A week’s work of sixty hours will bring them 
in about six shillings. To dignify payment at this rate 
by the term ‘standard wage’ is extraordinary, to say the 
least of it. How the women keep body and soul together 
on such scant earnings passes the comprehension of 
most folk.” 


_ And yet, strange as it may seem to the Manchester 
Evening News, the wage of a penny farthing an hour is, 
according to its own Manchester School of Liberalism 
and Political Economy, quite a right and proper wage 
to pay these poor women, inasmuch as these poor women 
can be had for the money. The question of whether 
they live or die upon such a wage is a question which 
the poor people must settle for themselves. If they die 


yere_ are evidently plenty_more poor women who are 


ready to offer themselves in their place. ‘Buy in the 
cheapest and sell in the dearest market ”’—that is the law 
and the prophets ot modern Capitalism, and all 
interference with it, even for humanity’s sake, is full of 
the peril of Socialism. 

Who knows, too, but if all working women and work- 
ing men in Britain could be induced to live and die upon 
a wage of a penny farthing an hour, the danger of foreign 
competition destroying our trade might be postponed for 
a century or so? And, after all, Trade—profitable 
Trade—profitable to the capitalist, that is to say—is not 
that the chief end of our nation’s existence? Might it 
not even happen, if only the trade unions would agree to 
lower their wages down to the level of the standard of 
the Lancashire Moss Litter Company, that the proba- 
bility of the capitalists having to resort to the importation 
of cheap Chinese labour in Britain might be indefinitely 
delayed, thereby securing a prolonged era of Britain for 
the British working-class, with plenty of work and 
plenty of poverty ? 


c 


In Spain there is a universal feeling in tavour of provincial Home 
Rule, peace, retrenchment, and reform. Carlist and military self- 
seekers are trying to exploit this feeling for their own ends. In 
Italy the same sort of discontent is exploited by the Roman Clergy. 
The Socialist papers of Naples have charged the Town Council 
with being the paid tools of the Camorra; and this has led to the 
resignation of the whole Council! , 


Snowden’s Debate with 
Mr. Markham, M.P. 


Philip 


Reports of the interesting conflict between Mr. A. B. 
Markham, M.P., and Councillor Philip Snowden on 
the interesting subject of ‘Liberalism or Socialism— 
Which ?” did not reach us in time for our last issue. 
The debate, which was arranged by the enterprise of the 
local I.L.P., took place on Monday evening, 6th 
February, in the Town Hall, Sutton-in-Ashfield. Great 
interest was taken in the tournament, and the hall was 
well filled. The Nottinghamshive Free Pyess and other 
papers reported the speeches very fully. Space in these 
columns does not admit of even a précis of the arguments 
of the speakers, and we must content ourselves with 
subjoining a few points from Philip Snowden’s replies. 
Alike Mr. Markham and the press cordially acknowledged 
the ability with which the Independent Labour side was 
maintained, and there can be no doubt that Snowden 
carried the day, or rather the night, against his opponent. 

Mr. Markham, it will be remembered, made quite a 
reputation for himself by his masterly criticism of Mr. 
Chamberlain’s speech, delivered during the recent 
interim session of Parliament. 


A Few Points from Philip Snowden’s Replies. 


I maintain that Liberalism, neither by its creed, nor by its 
history, nor by its present position, is competent to deal effectively 
with social and industrial reforms; and I maintain further that it 
is only by Socialism that those reforms can be secured. 


I_ might be nrenared to grant that the Liberal party has been 


most anxious for those reforms during the past So years, thougt 
do not admit it. The position I take up is this—that giving the 
Liberal party credit for its good intentions, the record of its achieve- 
ments during the last 70 years condemns it as utterly incapable. 
It has manifested a miserable incapacity, and it has failed to rise to 
the greatness of its opportunities. 


The great object of Liberalism during the last 80 years has been 
the enfranchisement of the people, but what has it done for the 
political enfranchisement? I maintain, and defy contradiction, 
that the doors of the House of Commons are as closed to the great 
masses of the people as before the Reform Act. There are in the 
House of Commons fewer independent representatives of the work- 
ing classes than had a place in the unreformed Parliament. 


At the last election Mr. Markham polled a large vote in this 
constituency, but I polled nearly a thousand more votes at Black- 
burn, and yet am not a member of Parliament. 


Mr. Markham is surprised at my statement that three out of 
every five has no vote. In this case Mr. Markham has not mani- 
fested his chivalry, for he has left the women out of the question. 
Every man and woman has to bear the laws of the country, and 
therefore they ought to have a voice in the making of those laws, 


Mr. Markham has said that half a loaf is better than none; but 
I wish to ask him if he is prepared to argue that half a pair of 
trousers is better than none? ,We have got the one half long ago, 
and we are now waiting for the other half. 


Mr. Markham tells us that Mr. Isitt, of New Zealand, informed 
him that the greatest hindrance to temperance reform in this 
country was the Independent Labour Party. To that I might reply 
that I have been informed by a high authority in New Zealand that 
the greatest hindrance to temperance reform in that country 1s Mr. 
Isitt and his temperance fanatics; and it is the same in this 
country. i ; 


I.L.P. NEWS. 3 


Signs and Circumstances. 


The intensity of racial feeling in big and little groupings con- 
tinues to be a permanent source of danger to international progress 
and to the intelligent study of social problems. When some 
centuries of nurture have been applied to this feeling, as in Ireland 
and Bohemia, it is desirable that Home Rule, or the grant of pro- 
vincial Parliaments for internal affairs, should gratify the feelings 
of excited Nationalists. Unfortunately, the predominant Saxons of 
old England and the predominant Germans of old Austria do not 
take this commonsense view. The ultramontanes in Ireland, as in 
Paris and Bohemia, exploit political dissatistaction for their own 
ends, as in Italy they utilise the prevalent social discontent. But, 
in spite of such discontent, it is plain that neither in Italy nor in 
Spain nor Austria is the Church gaining any ground. The 
Emperor of Germany would be glad to fish in troubled waters. He 
would like to add to his continental empire by taking in the German 
possessions of Austria, and to his trade and sea empire by annexing 
Holland. But the people of Germany are afraid of war, fear 
Russia, aud hate England; while the Emperor means to develope 
foreign trade with the help of the English government. Russia is 
glad to see the English army locked up in Africa, while she can 
extend her frontiers in Mongolia and Manchuria. Thus, in spite of 
the criminal jingo hypocrisy of pressmen and churchmen, the 
prospects are in favour of international peace for some little time. 


Those who are interested in the history of Ireland in the 19th 
century should read the French book on the subject, published by 
Plons, Nourrit, and entitled ‘ L’Irlande et L’Angleterre,” by 
Francis de Pressensé. M. de Pressensé’s father was a scholarly 
theologian of the little Protestant Church of France. The younger 
Pressensé is the foreign correspondent of Le Temps, and has a 
position in French journalism of considerable influence, which he 
uses in favour of international peace. He has recently been writing 
to the London Speaker to maintain the thesis that sincere Liberals 
ought not only to stick to peace, retrenchment, and reform, bnt also 
to move on towards Socialism. The Speaker accepts the first piece 
of advice, but is deaf to the second. A large section of English 
Liberals refuses to listen either to peace politicians or to Socialists, 
while the official wirepullers continue to maintain that the mouthing 
of abstract platitudes will do instead of a frank tacing of all the 
details of the difficult problems connected with the Church, tem- 
perance, housing, Home Rule, taxation of ground values, old age 
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verted even to the principles of their own Newcastle programme. 


The Directors of railway companies, of coal mines, MG ein taeir 
annual reports, are doing their best to lay the blame of high prices 
upon the members of trade unions, who, we are told, refuse to shunt 
more than so many trucks, or lay so many bricks in an hour. Of 
course, the union workmen wish to lengthen jobs, shorten hours, 
get overtime, and so increase wages. Their methods may or may 
not be opposed to the general good, though, of course, the pro- 
vision of fair work for a minimum wage is a gain not only for 
individuals but also for the whole community. But the methods of 
artisans’ unions, in striving to get the highest possible profit for the 
least possible work, are simply the same as those practised by all 
other groups and classes, for royalties, Cecils, landlords, lawyers, 
and judges, through all the commercial system, downwards to 
Board School teachers, farmers, chemists, bagmen, and company 
promoters. The competitive commercial system encourages each 
man to aim at private profit, and to get on the backs of other men 
if he can. This ideal is admired in the rich but blamed in the 
poor. The man who gets orders by bribes objects to similar 
presents being given to his cook or gardener. The man who gets 
dividends out of adulterated beer says that the working-man is a 
boozy, worthless blackguard. The lawyer or doctor would like to 
buy a plumber or carpenter by the isolated competition which he 
prevents in his own business. Truly, a mad world, my masters ; 
and humbug is the idol of the English Christian bourgeoisie. % 

. 


John Morley ‘ig very much obliged by the resolution which the 
Arbroath branch of the I.L.P. have been so kind as to send to him, 
and he entirely sympathises with it.” The resolution was in favour 
of.a conference of representative men from South Africa, with a 
view to bringing about an honourable settlement of the whole 


South African question. 


The Working Class Found Wanting. 


In the first of a series of lectures which he is giving in 
the High-Pavement Chapel, Nottingham, on the subject 
of “Social Aspects of Christianity,” the Rev. J. M. 
Lloyd Thomas discussed in a fair and appreciative spirit 
the claims of modern Socialism. His analysis of the 
grounds of fear of excessive state interference was 
temperate and clear, while his condemnation of the 
immorality of the existing capitalist system was expressed 
in unhesitating and impassioned phrase. We venture 
to quote from the conclusion of Mr. Thomas’s lecture a 
statement of his views concerning democracy in the 
immediate future. His remarks are interesting, because 
they are evidently the utterance of an independent mind, 
and because they illustrate a feeling of disappointment 
with the working class, which appears to be much more 
commonly felt to-day than twenty years ago. site 
uprising of Jingoism, and the huge growth of popular 
interest in betting, football, and all forms of garish 
excitement in our towns and villages, are incidents in 
the career of the democracy which were not foreseen by 
the earlier band of political democrats. Mr. Thomas 
does not, however, condemn the faults of the poor that 
he may condone the injustice of the rich. There is an 
echo of Carlyle in his deliverance : 


I cannot flatter the working classes. The most disheartening 
thing in modern life is the apathy of the working classes with 
regard to their own welfare. You cannot. of course, indict a class 
any more than you can indict a nation. But of an appalling 
number of the workers it is true that they will fill the public-houses, 
they will swarm into the lowest theatres and the most vulgar music 
halis, they will flock to pleasure like flies to honey, they will crowd 
to see a procession or some spectacular display just as the slaves of 
Rome crowded to the amphitheatres, they will join in every fiendish 
yell for war, they will glut their brains with the sensations of the 
vilest newspapers. People of that kind must be saved even by 
physical protection from themselves as well as from the classes 
who exploit them for personal gain: they cannot be reached b 
mere preacring, auiueed, our preachers have dissraceiully neglected 
their duties. Some have played the demagogue to the gallery in 
order to fill their churches, some have truckled to the rich who pay 
their salaries, but only a few have courageously helped to form an 
enlightened public opinion, a pure socialenthusiasm. I look first 
of all not to the crowd, nor yet to the kings and princes of 
commerce, but to the educated professional and, non-capitalist 
classes—to those that are not directly engaged in industrial warfare. 
It is these who must give the world a brave and bold moral lead. 
My trust is indeed in democracy, but in a democracy inspired not 
as now by a plutocracy of wealth, but by a true aristocracy of 
intellect and of love. 


An Open Letter to the King. 


In “An Open Letter to His Majesty the King, by 
One of his Subjects,” just issued from the Labour Leader 
Office, a difficult task has been well and usefully accom- 
plished. We say difficult task, because open letters 
traversing current political topics are in any case apt to 
be supererogatory, and a communication of that kind 
publicly addressed to the monarch has in addition the 
danger of seeming highly presumptuous. The Labour 
Leader document is, however, singularly free from either 
offensively laudatory or truculent phrase. It is, indeed, 
simple, respectful, and grave in style, and it succeeds in 
placing a statement of the case against the war, and a 
plea for peace, in words and arguments of great interest 
and impressiveness. The leaflet, alike from its title and 
from its substance, is one of the very best that could be 
put in the hands of the public at the present juncture. 
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What the I.L.P. is Doing. 


Paisley Branch has held a most successful series of Sunday even- 
ing lectures in the Clarke Town Hall. The hall is the best in town, 
and the meetings have been well attended and appreciated by the 
public. The Sunday School, under the superintendence of Mr. 
Love, is an admirable one. 


Harry Brockhouse has been re-elected unopposed to the West 
Bromwich School Board. He will now have a supporter, as a 
Council representative has been elected with him. 


Bailie Brown (I.L.P.) of Paisley, has been speaking with much 
freedom in the Town Council against vaccination and the public 
affectation of grief for the late Queen. 


The Sunday School in connection with the Rutterglen I.L.P. has 
proved a means of remarkable revival in the Branch. Once a 
month the School has a joint meeting with the Branch, and 
addresses are given by prominent lecturers. 


W. P. Lodge, I.L.P. Elective Auditor at Ashton-under-Lyne, 
has been re-elected unopposed. 


Keir Hardie’s speech on the Miners’ Eight Hours’ Bill was the 
most telling he has made in the present Parliament. The news- 


papers note that he wildly waved his hat when the measure passed 
the second reading. 


Councillor P. G. Stewart (I.L.P.), Glasgow, states that £800 was 
offered him by a prominent local politician to contest the Hut- 
chesontown division as an I.L.P. candidate. We need hardly say 
that the local politician made the offer in the interests of a party 


that affects deep indignation at the corruption of the Boer govern- 
ment. 


Philip Snowden had an enormous audience in the Circus at 
Blackburn on Sunday, roth February. Robert Blatchford, who 
was to preside, was unfortunately prevented by illness. Mr. Bruce 
Glasier also addressed two crowded meetings in the Venetian Hall 
on March 3rd. 


The March number of the Pioneer, issued by the Pendlebury 
I.L.P., in addition to a portrait and life sketch of Jas. Johnston, 
J.P., contains a great deal of instructive matter relating to local 
collectivist reform. The Branch is running Mr. M. Tynan for the 
District Council elections. If elected, he will be the fourth I.L.P. 


Emile Vandervedt and his English bride were married at Ham- 
mersmith on St. Valentine’s day. The London City Branch gave 
the couple a reception on the eve of their wedding, and the Chair- 
man of the I.L.P. sent a telegram of hearty felicitation on behalf of 
the Party. 


_ Bruce Glasier addressed two special organising meetings of 
members of the Glasgow I.L.P. during his recent visit to Scotland. 
He strongly urged the necessity of making the regular payment of 
fees to branches and to headquarters an essential criterion of good 
faith and good fellowship in the movement. 


S. D. Shallard has been delivering a series of Fabian lectures in 
South Wales. 


Willie Wright is working underground, and is earning his bread 
by the sweat of his brow. Agitation has not provided him with 
the means of exemption from the primal edict. 


Pete Curran’s lecture on his American experiences proved one of 
the most attractive of this winter’s series of Sunday evening I.L.P. 
lectures in the St. James’ Hall, Manchester. 


W. Ward had an enthusiastic reception on his recent return to 
the neighbourhood of his splendid parliamentary fight in the Gorton 
division. 

The Blackburn Telegraph credits Mr. Billson with entertaining no 
animosity towards the 1.L.P., although it declares that he owed 
his defeat to the candidature of Councillor Parker. It hopes that 
in future cross fighting between Liberals and Labour candidates, 
when there is a Tory in the field, will be avoided. 


New members are being constantly added to the York Branch, 
which never was in stronger or better condition. Fred Morley, the 
Secretary, is to be heartily congratulated on the success of his 
untiring efforts. 
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The Branches and the 
Conference. 


Annual 


It is futile, perhaps, to expect that by further emphasi- 
sing the importance of the forthcoming Annual Confer- 
ence branches which have neglected to take steps to be 
represented will at the eleventh hour repent themselves 
of the omission. Yet we will venture once again to 


y uty. v 
bane fully represented at the Conference can the national 
strength and ambition of the movement be impressed 
upon the public; and only by all the branches taking 
part in the proceedings can the Party be maintained in 
a state of vigour and democratic efficiency. 

Socialists have frequently to complain of the apathy of 
the working classes towards their political interests ; 
but what can we expect of the unregenerate workers 
if the regenerate give so little evidence of anxiety to look 
after their own national affairs as do certain of our 
I.L.P. branches ? 

For several years the Annual Conference has, in point 
of numbers, misrepresented rather than represented the 
national strength of the Party. No doubt the expense 
of sending delegates places an appreciable strain upon 
the branches—especially upon the smaller ones. It isa 
strain, too, that working-men are not accustomed to 
bear in connection with other political or industrial 
movements. Generally, in such organisations, the out- 
lay for delegates is borne by richer subscribers; or it 
comes out of the accumulated funds of the Society. 
But although the cost of sending delegates to the Con- 
ference may throw a little extra burden upon the finances 
of many of the branches, it is a burden that branches 
ought not to hesitate to bear. | ; 

We notice on the agenda paper a resolution in the 
name of the Openshaw Branch in favour of triennial 
Conferences instead of annual ones. This proposal is- 
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one which will be regarded by many as highly com- 
plimentary to the National Administrative Council, and 
we have no doubt but the Council well merits the appre- 
ciation. The proposal would naturally, if we understand 
it aright, confer upon the Council the power to rule with- 
out a parliament for three years: a graceful monarchical 
privilege. Derby Branch, on the other hand, wishes 
the executive functions of the organisation to be per- 
formed by the branches; this in turn is very great, if 
not gross, flattery to the branches, many of whom will 
be amazed to learn that Derby has such confidence in 
their administrative zeal and capacity. 

There are, in fact, notices upon the agenda paper to 
abolish the Chairman, to abolish the National Adminis- 
trative Council, and to abolish the Conference itself, 
proposals all intended, no doubt, to facilitate and 
improve the organisation of the movement. It is sur- 
prising, however, that no ingenious branch has hit upon 
the idea of proposing the abolition likewise, of the 
branches themselves, as it is evident that by so doing all 
trouble concerning the organisation of the Party would 
be once and for all ended! 

Seriously, we would remind our members that there is 
no royal road todemocracy; and that the cutting off of 
heads and the abolition of parliaments are no more means 
towards establishing a self-governing Independent Party 
than a self-governing and independent nation. If the 
I.L.P. is to be made the great national movement that 
we hope to see it, it will not be by whittling down its 
central functions and encouraging each branch to peg on 
in its own individualistic and indolent way, but by 
furnishing the Party with every means of high organisa- 
tion and national capacity. The Annual Conference of 
the Party is the chief and, indeed, virtually the only 
opportunity the Party has of acquiring the habit and 
power of national government. Conferences and Councils 
may not accomplish much; but since the beginning of 
things no political liberty or collectivist institutions have 
been possible without them. % 


The Progressive Triumph. 


London has done well. The remarkable success 
achieved by the Progressives at the County Council 
Elections is fraught not only with hope for the future of 
the Metropolis, but with encouragement to the cause of 
municipal collectivism throughout the land. There can 
be no hesitation on the part of Socialists in declaring 
that the London working-class in voting for the Pro- 
gressives did the right thing. Whatever the faults or 
the hypocracies of many of the Progressives may be, 
these faults and hypocracies are more than abundantly 
shared by their opponents—the Moderates. At least the 
Progressives stood, however irresolutely, for reform, 
municipal enterprise, and municipal control. Their 
opponents stood solid for reaction, for anti-municipalism, 
and for the continuance of capitalist, landlord, and 
publican exploitation of the community. A triumph for 
the Moderates would have been hailed with rapturous 
delight by the opponents of Socialism and Labour in 
every part of the kingdom. 

- Could it be alleged that had the London electors 
refused to support the Progressives they would have 
done so because they were dissatisfied with the failure of 


the Progressives to advance far enough or quickly 
enough, we might appreciate the position of those 
few Socialists who desired to see the Progréssivés 
defeated. But who can delude himself with such a 
notion? Who believes that in London, where the whole 
appeal of the Moderates has been against the London 
County Council for molesting private enterprise, and for 
using public money for the public good, that the working 
class would have displayed their enthusiasm for social 
reform had they voted for the enemies of that policy ? 
The embattled forces of the landlords, the water com- 
panies, the speculative builders, the brewers, and the 
publicans were ranged on the side of the Moderates. 

Considering the enormous difficulties they have to 
contend against, the Progressives have done realiy most 
useful, if not heroic or revolutionary, work for the 
London community. The measures and schemes they 
have on hand dealing with the water, housing, tram- 
ways, taxation, etc., are all such—inadequate as they 
may be in scope—as form part of the process of municipal 
socialism advocated by Socialists in all our provincial 
towns. It would, of course, be a splendid thing could 
we have an unequivocal Socialist party returned to the 
London County Council. But for some reason the 
London elector does not meanwhile put much faith in 
London ‘‘revolutionary’’ socialism, and he is not likely 
to be encouraged to do so by a most inopportune policy 
of spoiling the Progressives. 


It will be seen from the General Secretary’s statement 
this month that the affiliation fees for February reached 
a higher total than during any month of the last two 
years, and have only twice been exceeded in the history 
of the Party. This is a very tangible token of revival, 
and gives promisé of a most successful year. i 


The Annual Conference of the I.L.P. takes plate on 
Monday and Tuesday, 8th and 9th April, in Leicester. 
The delegate’s fee is 10s.; in addition, 15s. has to be 
paid for each delegate, who in return receives his return 
railway fare, irrespective of distance. 


A few Sundays ago, Mr. H. M. Hyndman amazed 
the Albion Hall audience in Glasgow by declaring his 
anxiety to meet in debate and smash J. R. Macdonald, 
Keir Hardie, Bruce Glasier, Joe Burgess, or any other 
I.L.P. “traitors” who dared to doubt the superlative 
importance of some pet dogma of his. So far as we are 
aware none of these men, and indeed none of the I.L.P. 
lecturers, had either in the Albion Halls or elsewhere 
gone out of their way to refer either to Mr. Hyndman. or 
any of his economic notions. I.L.P. lecturers, to their 
credit be it said, are not in the habit of misusing public 
platforms to gratuitously assail the views of any member 
of the Social Democratic Federation. They are disposed 
rather, even if they differ from the views of their fellow 
Socialists upon any item of their creed, not to inttude 
their differences upon public platforms for the gratifica- 
tion or disgust of the unconverted. Recently, too, at 
Blackburn, where the I1.L.P. and the S.D.F. have 
worked and are working cordially and_ successfully 
together, Mr. Hyndman said things which could only 
tend, however they may have been meant, to produce 
distrust and disaffection between the two bodies. 
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Surely with the sad depredations of our Government 
in South Africa, in China, and in India, and with the 
direful oppression of Capitalism at home, Socialists have 
enough earnest battle to do in common without having 
need or inclination to begin and rend each other. For 
ourselves we believe that the entire host of the I.L.P. is 
desirous of working in friendly co-operation with the 
S.D.F. in furthering all aims that they have in common, 
and of agreeing to differ without unfriendliness on points 
of doctrine or method upon which they entertain divergent 
views. Nor will the I.L.P., we feel sure, allow the 
thoughtless behaviour of Mr. Hyndman, or any one else, 
to disturb the good relations that subsist between its 
members and those of the S.D.F. in any part of the 
country. 


Workhouse Neglect. 


MaCORONER'S: ‘PROTEST 


¢ 


' One of those sadly frequent cases which should afford a strong 
enough incentive towards securing the election of representatives 
on Boards of Guardians who will see that more attention and kindly 
interest is taken in the care of the inmates, was brought to light 
recently at the Manchester Coroner’s Court. It appears that a 
poor widow, 78-years old, an inmate of the imbecile ward of the 
Prestwich Union, died ‘from senile debility, aggravated by a fracture 
of the thigh, there being no evidence to show how the injury had been 
caused.’’ The Coroner made the following remarks to the jury :— 
‘The whole matter seemed to have been treated as a matter of 
course, and very little, if any, inquiry had been made into it. 
There was no doubt at all that there was serious mischief on 
January 9th., and by not knowing it the authorities had been very 
lax in their management. The old woman was lying in bed unable 
‘to move, with a black eye and bruised thigh, from January gth to 
January 23rd, and no one could have much doubt that her thigh 
was broken. No efficient inquiry or examination had been made 
into the cause of the accident ; no one from the institution was able 
to say how it was done, and he could only make one remark about 


it, and that was they ought to have been able to tell aboutit. The 


| fact that a woman should be left lying tor a fortnight with a broken 


thigh showed bad management. We have no explanation of it, and 
we ought to have. Iam strongly of opinion that if the manage- 
ment had been good there would have been an explanation. I am 
afraid that we will have to leave the case where it is. I cannot 
help feeling that this old woman has not had the care and super- 
vision she ought to have had. It was the business of the nurses 
and everybody to know that they were servants of the old woman; 
they are paid to look after her, and they have no right to come 
here and say they don’t know. Unfortunately there was a growing 
tendency on the part of people to regard patients as a nuisance if 
they wanted assistance.” 


In these days, the power to hush up things in high quarters, in a 
word, the power of sham, is well organised and almost impregnable. 
BuRDETT Coutts. 


The constant background of poverty is well adapted to spoil 
life. Walking the streets, how seldom one sees an educated face. 
‘How dull, uninterested, uncultured, and uninteresting the mass of 
mortals are.— PROFESSOR OLIVER LODGE. 


The slavery of our times is very clearly and definitely produced, 
not by some iron elemental law, but by human enactments—about 
land, about taxes, and about property.—ToLsTol. 


Every permanent improvement of the soil, every railway and 
road, every bettering of the general condition of society, every 
facility given for production, every stimulus supplied to con 
sumption, raises rent. The landowner sleeps—but thrives. — 

THOROLD ROGERS. 

The benefactors of humanity are those who have thought great 


thoughts about her; but her masters and her idols are those who 
have flattered and despised her, those who have muzzled and 


flattered her, inflamed her with fanaticism, or used her for selfish ° 


purposes.—AMIEL. 


| 


|.L.P. and Trades Union Alliance. 


In addition to its chief aim of organising a definite 
Socialist-Labour party in the country, the I.L.P. took 
upon itself at the outset the task of endeavouring to win 
the political forces of Trades Unionism from the control 
of the capitalist parties, and to combine those forces on 
an independent political platform. The recent joint 
Labour and Socialist candidatures at the General 
Election, and the two joint Labour and _ Socialist 
Conferences recently held in Glasgow and Manchester, 
afford gratifying testimony of the success which has 
attended the I.L.P.in its task. At both the above- 
mentioned Conferences not only was there displayed 
great unanimity in maintaining an attitude of political 
independence, but in agreeing to work harmoniously 
with the Socialist organisations. 

Not until the formation of Labour Representation 
Committees during the year before last in Scotland and 
last year in England was the policy of promoting 
independent Labour candidatures for Parliament acknow- 
ledged in a practical form by Trades Union or Co-opera- 
tive Societies. Both these Committees were the outcome 
of I.L.P. suggestion and effort. The I.L.P. not only 
inaugurated the Socialist policy of seeking to work with 
Trade Unions and Co-operators on the simple basis of 
political independence, but is indeed the only Socialist 
organisation which even now heartily endorses that policy. 

The I.L.P. is willing to face the inconveniences—if 
any arise—as well as to accept the advantages of such an 
alliance, if only the principle of independence is fairly 
respected by the Trades Unions. It is willing to do so 
because it believes that once the political forces of 
Trades Unionism are definitely severed from the capitalist 
parties, the onward march of democracy towards 
Socialism will be rapid and irresistible. 


London County Council Enterprise. 


In an interesting lecture lately delivered at Clifford’s 
Inn, Strand, under the auspices of the Fabian Society, 
Sydney Webb maintained that the retiring County 
Council of London had accomplished three times as 
much work as any previous Council. He showed that 
there were in Igoo no fewer than sixty-one street 
improvements taken in hand, in addition to the much 
discussed Holborn to Strand scheme. In commenting 
on London’s ninety-one parks, he said that London now 
possessed nine square miles of ‘“‘open space” out of its 
120 square miles, and that at no greater cost than a 
penny per quarter to each of her citizens.. The music 
hall policy had been justified by an increase of 100,000 
seats in twelve years, and it would seem that ‘music 
halls pay better than anything, excepting gold mines.” 
Duplicating the main drainage and electrifying the trams 
were large and.costly undertakings; but already the 
South London Municipal Tramways were proving an 
object lesson to the community. A sale of fifty million 
halfpenny tickets, with raised wages, improved con- 
ditions, reduced hours, and one day off in the seven for 
the employees, had been accompanied by increased 
profits. | 
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Election Results. 


COUNTY COUNCILS. 


Place. Candidate. Result. Votes. 
London ... Frank Smith... Re-elected 2021 
x a ... -Robert Williams vase crain 1677 

ba Rae eee): Le. Matthews eee JOSS 1024 

ELECTIVE AUDITORS. 
Blackburn Wolstenholme «5 Gain 1046 
Liverpool Morrisey wee eee ral) 363 
Rochdale Thompson Re-elected 1035 
SCHOOL “BOARDS; 
Oswestry ‘Bort. Elignett Re-elected Unop. 


West Bromwich |... H. Brockhouse Re-elected Unop. 


Jottings. 


By JoHN Penny, General Secretary. 


AFFILIATION FEES.—As will be seen from page 8, the fees paid in 
February amounted to £45 2s. This is the largest amount we have 
received in one month for the last two years, and, in fact, has only 
twice been exceeded since the formation of the Party. These two 
occasions were February, 1899 (£50 1s. 3d.), and January, 1898 
(£47 138. 6d.) It will also be noticed that the amount this month 
is not made up by any specially large subscriptions from any 
particular branch, but is composed of a large number of compara- 
tively small payments from a large number of branches, which is a 
decidedly healthier state of affairs. It is to be regretted, however, 
that the fees for the whole year show a decrease of over £40 as 
compared with last year. This is due to the laxity of many of the 
branches during the first few months. Last quarter has been one 
of the best we have ever had. Judging by the spirit and enthusiasm 
which is now being put into the work in all parts of the country, as 
evidenced by the reports I am receiving, the year upon which we 
have just entered is going to be a very prosperous one. — New 
branches are being opened every week and old ones are bestirring 
themselves to some purpose. The apathy and indifference of the 
last three years has passed away. 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE.—I cannot too strongly impress upon 


anciies t essity for us to have a good Conference at 
Leicester on Easter Monday and Tuesday. Every branch which 
has qualified must make a special effort to send one or more dele- 
gates, and the little branches should arrange with others in the 
vicinity to send one jointly. A well attended, rousing Conference 
will have a wonderfully stimulating effect upon the whole Party for 
the next twelve months, and must be obtained at any cost. 

In last month’s News I gave particulars as to qualification for the 
Conference and the fees to be paid. Consequently, there is no 
need to state them here. 


ELECTED PERSONS CONFERENCE.—A number of interesting 
papers have been promised for this Conference, and it is satisfactory 
to note that the ladies will be well represented. Among others who 
have promised to read papers are Mrs. M. Bridges Adams (London 
School Board), Miss McMillan, Mrs. Despard, Alderman F. Knee, 
F. G. Gould, etc., etc. It is hoped that there will be a large attend- 
ance, as the Conference will be valuable and will be well reported. 


LivERPOoL.—I am glad to be able to congratulate our Liverpool 
comrades upon their first victory at the polls. Comrade Morrisey 
was put forward for the Elective Auditorship by the Liverpool 
Workers’ Municipal Committee, and won the post with a small 
majority over his opponent. Our new representative may be 
trusted to do credit to his backers. 


Lonpon.—The splendid victories of Frank Smith and Robert 
Williams at the London County Council election on Saturday, 
March 2nd, should do much to bring the Party into prominence In 
the great city where it has so long been practically impotent. Our 
members ran with the Progressives on a strong collectivist pro- 
gramme, with the understanding that inside the Council they were 
to have perfectly free hands. The Progressive triumph at the 
recent election is a triumph for Collectivism, because all the can- 
didates won on municipal trams, water, and housing, while the 
taxation of land values played no insignificant part. Many of the 
programmes, in fact, would have done credit to the most out and 
out 1.L.P. or S.D.F. candidates in the provinces. 


Correspondence. 


THE S.D.F AND THE SCOTTISH WORKERS’ 
CONGRESS. 


To the Editor of the I.L.P. News. 


Dear Sir,—In the February number of the J.L.P. News appeared 
a short notice of the Scottish Workers’ Congress, which I am sure 
calls for some comment—at least I consider it does from me as an 
S.D.F. representative on the E.C. appointed by the above Congress. 
The report, while emphasising certain facts, says ‘‘it is only right 
to add that no sectional interests are voiced on the Committee.” 
Now, if this merely means that the S.D.F. is willing to give a fair 
and free trial to an honest experiment or attempt to build up a more 
or less class-conscious political party amongst the workers, then the 
statement is true. But if it means that there has been, is, or will 
be any abandonment of the true Socialist contention that it is hope- 
less to expect any permanent good to result from mere reform, 
however far-reaching, within the limits of Capitalist society, then 
the statement is emphatically not true. In these times it is as well 
to be clear on all such matters, and I therefore trust you will give 
this explanation all the publicity which the statement that called it 
forth has received. 


i Yours fraternally, 
80, Abbey Hill, Edinburgh. JOHN LESLIE. 


[We hope the statement in our report referred to, that ‘‘no 
sectional interests are voiced on the committee,’ remains true, not- 
withstanding the above rather superfluous ‘‘explanation.” The 
committee exists for a definite purpose, concerning which all 
sections are supposed to be united. We refer to the I.L.P. position 
elsewhere, under the heading of ‘“I.L.P. and Trades Union 
Alliance.’’—Ep. J.L.P. News. ] 


New Fabian Tracts. 


No. 96. Municipal Five Insurance; No. 97. Municipal Steamboats. 


These two leaflets are most useful additions to the admirable series 


isation is indeed stated in terms that are irresistibly convincing, 
and we cannot conceive of anyone reading either of those leaflets 
without realising how complete is the argument for practical 
Socialism. Here is the summary given for Municipal Fire 
Insurance, for example, for London :— The insurable value of the 
buildings of London being estimated at £240,000,000, the total of 
insurance premiums, at an average rate of 1s. 6d. per cent per 
annum, less £35 per million contributed by the companies to the 
Fire Brigade, amounts to £171,600. At the net Berlin rate, 6°3d. 
per cent, the cost would be £63,000. The difference, £108,600 per 
annum, is the cost to London citizens of its perverse individualism. 
The logical German method of compulsory municipal insurance 
appears in fact to be simply compulsory common sense. 


CITY BRANCH PAMPHLETS. 


No. 1.—The Independent Labour Party : What it is, 
and where it stands. One Penny. 7 


No. 2.Labour Laws for Women: Their reason and 

their results (3vd Edition). One Penny. 

No. 3.—Imperialism : Its meaning and its tendency. 

One Penny. © 

No. 4.—Commercialism and Child Labour: An 
indictment and some remedies. One Penny. 

William Morris. By J. W. Macxait, Author 
of the Life of William Morns. (Ready shortly.) 
Twopence. . 

Crammed with facts ; useful for propazanda ; invaluable 

to students. 


No. 8. 


ILL.P. Office, 53, Fleet Street, London, E.C. 
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MONTHLY REPORT FROM HEAD OFFICE. 


Cs 


FEBRUARY, gor, 


115 Branches paid Fees in February. 


37 ” sent reports without fees. 
6 “ pay fees quarterly, 
43 és sent neither fees nor reports. 


The income of the Head Office during February was :— 


Affiliation Fees has v2. 
Election Fund TOO 
Sales. , 16 12. 84 
National Branch 015 0 
Sundries 2°06 


he New BrancuHeEs, ; 
Grimspy.—Secretary, H. Bradley, 18, Legsby Street, Grimsby, 
Nort SaLrorp.—Secretary, Thos. Barlass, Pankhurst‘ Hall, 
S$; James’ Road, Hightown, Salford. 4 
: New SECRETARIES. 


Eccies.—W. Wadham, 19, Vicarage Terrace, Eccles. 
NotrincHam.—W. Johnson, 13, Goodall Street, Nottingham. 
-RourtHercLen.—John Robertson, 31, Castle Street, Rutherglen, 


The Branch Report Sheet for March must be 


posted on or before the 25th inst. Report Sheets 
may be obtained from the Head Office. 


-ConstituTION.—Copies of the Constitution of the Party may be 
obtained from Head Office, price Fourpence per dozen, post free. 


Pence Cards are supplied at the same price. Samples on applica- 


tion. 


"iz. . 19 Opell 
to Socialists who endorse the objects and methods of the Party, 
but who are unable, through geographical or other difficulties, to 
join a local Branch. Members of the National Branch receive 
gopies of all the official publications of the Party. Subscriptions 
for the year 1901 are now due, and should be sent to the Head 
Office. ‘The amount of subscription is left to the discretion of the 
member. 


NATIONAL BRANCH.—Ine National 


Our ELEcTED PERsons.—We are at all times glad to hear what 
our members on public bodies are doing. If comrades will supply 
us with reports or marked copies of newspapers containing records 
of their work, we shall be very greatly obliged. 


UNATTACHED SYMPATHISERS.—Branches are recommended to 
prepare lists of known sympathisers in their districts. Such people 
should be asked to subscribe to the funds of the Party if they can- 
not see their way to become members. A printed form of invitation 
may be obtained from the Head ‘Office, price is. 6d. per 100, post 
free. 


Branch Fees and Reports. 


The following Branches paid Fees in February :— 


Annfield Plain 3s., Arbroath 2s. 6d., Ashton-under-Lyne £1 5s., 
Aston 4s., Ayr 1s. 5d., Ayrshire Central 5s., Barnsley 4s. 6d., 
Birkenhead 8s., Birmingham C. 1s., Birmingham W. 3s., Blackburn 
6s. 3d., Bootle 2s. 1d., Bolton 15s., Bradford £5, Brechin ts. 6d., 
Bridgeton 3s., Brighouse £1 6s., Bromley 1s. 7d., Camlachie 55., 
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Cardiff 3s., Carnoustie 7d., Cheltenham 1s., Chester 3s.6d., Clapham . 
3s. 6d., Cleckheaton 6s., College 12s. 6d., Colne Valley £3 os. 3d., 
Consett 2s. 6d., Cowling 2s., Crewe £2 1s, 8d., Crosskeys Is., 
Darlington 2s. 6d., Darwen £3 15s., Derby ros., Dowlais ts. 8d., 
Dudley 4s. 2d., East Ham ts. 4d., Edinburgh 15s. 1od., Failsworth 
2s. 6d., Farnworth 5s., Farsley 3s. 6d., Finsbury 2s. 6d., Fulham 
8s. 1od., Gillingham 1s. 2d., Glasgow City 6s. 3d., Glossop 3s., 
South Gloucestershire 2s. 6d., Hartlepool 1s., Hexham paid, Hol- 
beck 1s. 2d., Hollinwood 6s., Horwich 2s. 6d., Hull 6s. 2d., Inver- 
ness 2s, 1d., Keighley 1os., Kensington N. ts. 6d., Leeds C. 6s. 3d., 
Leicester £1 1os., Lesmahagow ts., Littleborough 2s. 6d., Liverpool 
10s., London City 5s., Longwood 6s. 9d., Lye 2s., Merthyr Vale, 6d., 
Middlesbrough paid, Milnsbridge paid, Mossley rts. 3d., Motherwell 
1s. 8d., Musselburgh r1os., Nelson 18s., Newcastle 15s., New 
Marske ts. 6d., Norwich 7s. 6d., Nottingham 2s., Oldham S. S. 2s., 
Paisley 8s. 4d., Pendlebury 4s. 6d., Penydarren 5s., Portsmouth 
15s., Preston 5s., Rishton 2s. 8d., Rotherham 4s., Rothwell r16s., 
Rutherglen 6s., St Helens 5s., St. Rollox 4s. 2d.. Salford N. 2s. 6d., 
Salford W. 3s. 4d., Shildon 3s. 4d., Shrewsbury tos., Southampton 
£1 5s., South Shields 2s. 6d., Sowerby 3s. 2d., Spen Colliery zs 6d., 
Spen Valley 1s. 2d., Stockport 12s., Stockton, 8s. 4d., Sutton-in- 
Ashfield 7d., Thornaby 3s., Thornhill Lees 8s. 4d., Townhill 3s., 
Tradeston 7s. 6d., Warrington 3s. 6d., Wednesbury 1s. 2d., 
Wellington, 6d., West Bromwich 11s. 6d., West Ham N, 2s. 6d., 
West Ham S. 16s., Wolverhampton 2s. 6d.,- Woolwich 3s., Work- 
ington 6s. 8d., Yeadon is. 8d., York 13s., Ystalfera 1s, (115) 


The following Branches sent Reports without Fees :— . 


Abertillery, Armley, Attercliffe, Barrow, Berkeley, Bury, Chalford, 
Chesterfield, Clydebank, Eccles, Felling, Gloucester, Grantham, 
Grimsby, Hackney, Halifax; Kettering, Kilmarnock, Langley 
Mill, Leeds N., Leith, Manchester, Mexborough, Montrose, 
Openshaw, Pontypridd, Pudsey, Ripley, Rochdale, St. Pancras, 
Spennymoor, Stalybridge, Sunderland, Tottenham, Tyldesley, Vale 
of Leven, Walsall, (37) 


The following Branches pay Fees Quarterly :— 


Gateshead, Hawick, Huddersfield, Long Eaton, Stewarton, 
Werneth. (6) 


The following Branches sent neither Reports nor Fees :— 


Ashford, Bath, Bedlinog, Bermondsey, Blantyre, Burslem, 
Cirencester, Cowdenbeath, Crook, Crosshills; Doncaster, Dumfries, 
Dundee, Earlestown, Elland, Govan, Greenwich, Halton, Heckmond- 
wike, E. Hunslet, Hutchesontown, Hyde, Kirriemuir, Lancaster, 
Larkhall, Limehouse, Macclesfield, Maesycwmmer, Mansfield, 
Middleton, Newport, Normanton, Oakengates, Oakworth, Oldham 
Central, Ossett, Otley, Partick. Peckham, Stroud, Walkden, 
Wishaw, Yarmouth. (43) 


OTHER CASH RECEIVED IN FEBRUARY. 


Sales.—Tradeston 3s. 6d:, Norwich 12s. 4d., Bradford E. Ward 
£1 5s.8d., W. Hunter 14s. iod., South Glos. 3s., London City 3s.1d, ’ 
John Heywood £1 13s. 2d., Derby 2s., Brighouse 4s. 8d., S. West 
Ham togd., Huddersfield 6s. 8d., Felling 1s. 4$d., Glasgow 4d., 
Stockton 7s., F. Rogers tos., Workington ts. 9d., Gillingham 1odd., 


‘Rochdale 12s., Consett 1o$d., Manningham as. 74d., Darlington 


1s. 24d., Bromley 11d., Arbroath 1s. 3$d., Middlesbrough rodd., 
West Bromwich tros., Bradford E. 4s. 8d., W. Birmingham 3s. 6d., 
Long Eaton 4d., Farsley 2d., Edinburgh 5d., Paisley 3s. od., 
Preston 8s. 3d., Motherwell ro3d., Rotherham tos. 5$d., Hull ts. 9d., 
Slaithwaite 3s. 6d., Stockton 1s. 9$d., South Shields 2s. todd., 
Walsall, 3d., Dowlais 1s. 9d., Sowerby 3s. 1d., Shrewsbury rodd., 
Mrs. MacDonald 5s. 54d., Women’s Industrial Council 2s. 3d., 
Newcastle 13s. 3d., Bradford Moor 6s. 5d., Rutherglen 3s. 9d., 
Gateshead 7s. 84d., Darwen ts. 6d., Penydarren ts., Inverness 


6s. gd., Openshaw 6s., Derby ts. 3d., Bellais 2s. 1d., Tottenham 


1ogd., Cash Sales £3 3s. 3d. Total £16 ras. 84d. 


National Branch.—T. H. Hignett 1os., A. Sparling 2s, 6d., 


J. Sparling 2s. 6d. Total 15s. 


Sundries.—F. M. £2. _ . ete ee 
| JOHN PENNY, Gen Sec, 
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inviolable the name of our native land. Well, we venture to assert 
that the increased number of Labour representatives on public bodies 
of this country is not altogether due to the I:L.P. .The movement 
had its inception long before the I.L.P. was thought of, and the 
working-classes had their representatives on the various popularly- 
elected bodies in Leicester and other towns before Mr. Keir Hardie 
had emerged from his obscurity. As for the war, Liberals 
have protested against it as much as the I.L.P., and in addition 
have done more in Parliament than it was ever possible for the 
I.L.P. to do, in helping to restrain the barbarities of the war, in 
making imperative a searching inquiry into the administration of 
martial law in Cape Colony, and in helping to make inevitable the 
restoration of self-government to the Boers. We deplore the 
results of the war as much as Mr. Bruce Glasier, agree with much 
that he says in regard thereto, and are glad to see signs of recovery 
from the national dementia which has afflicted us, and which was 
so rampant at the time of the general election. But were the 
I.L.P.’s the only individuals who were dubbed traitors and Little 
Englanders, because of the opinions they then gave expression to 
about the war? Mr. Bruce Glasier knows as well as any man what 
villification and misrepresentation Liberals had to face, but that in 
spite of it all they stuck tenaciously to their principles. They came 
out of the conflict creditably anyhow, so that they could hardly 
have entered upon it in the hopeless state of disunion and collapse 
which Mr. Bruce Glasier imagines. They certainly did not lose 
nine out of every ten of their men.” 


GLASGOW EVENING NEWS. 


‘“When Mr. Keir Hardie is in Parliament the Independent 
Labour Party enjoys a brief bask in the sunshine to compensate it 
for the longer periods of enforced seclusion in the shade to which it 
is doomed. At its annual conference yesterday, the Party was in 
fairly good spirits, despite the fact that its finances are in a rather 
depressing condition. The report stated that the Party had 
attained a position of considerable importance, and suggested that 
all that was needed was more money to set it upon a lofty pinnacle 
and constitute it a great power in the land. If the I. L. Peers care 
to invest their money with the view to a possible rise in I. L. Peer- 
ism that is their business.. An impartial observer of the political 
market would not, we think, be inclined to open a big ‘bull’ 
account on the present prospects.”’ 


THE SPEAKER. 
‘Mr. Keir Hardie is probably right in supposing that the increase 


of taxation will cause violent discontent, which will again assist and 


a 


reinforce the Socialist party. He is probably also right in thinking 
that the military scheme of Mr. Brodrick is intended to lead to 
conscription. Is he also right in tracing the feebleness of the 
opposition to capitalist influence? Are financial Imperialism and 
Liberal Imperialism the same? We have many and acute differences 
with the Independent Labour Party, but we are the first to recognise 
that they are making a manly stand for the most sacred principles 
of Liberalism in their resistance to Imperialism, conscription, and 
all the abominable tyrannies that follow in their train.” 


ToOPSINV ES LOR SS REVIEW. 


“‘ The disposition of the so called Labour classes to take a stronger, 
more intelligent, and broader interest in current politics is becoming 
more pronounced. Witness the proceedings of the Conference of 
the Independent Labour Party held this Eastertide in Leicester. 
Did the delegates occupy themselves exclusively with socialist 
programmes and dreams? Nothing of the kind. They discussed 
practical politics from the Imperial standpoint in a spirit of enlarged 
intelligence unknown to such a body even ten years ago. Witness 
the following which Mr. Keir Hardie proposed in a speech far above 
the average platform harangue both in knowledge and in temper. 
[Here follows the resolution instructing the N.A.C. to promote 
Conferences against the war]. This attitude is what the Liberal 
Party should have held from the first, and its adoption by the 
working class socialists may portend many things, an organised 
resistance to the imposition of new taxes upon the poor among them, 


etc.” - 


Programmes, Principles, and Parties. 


- A wise man owning a steam pump perfectly capable 


of raising 1,000 gallons an hour, but habitually raising 


‘less than 100, would not seek a remedy by. inventing ‘a 


‘encies. ! Bene S\ 
It is not Programmes and Leagues and intrigues. that 


new pump capable of raising 2,000 gallons. He would 
make some enquiries about the working of the old pump 
—enquiries which would probably end in sacking the 
engineer. 

Our present Parliamentary machinery is quite capable 
—in honest hands—of pouring forth a flood of beneficial 
measures. Of what avail, then, to draft New Demo- 
cratic Programmes to increase the machine’s capacity 
so long as the old engineers are left to take alternate 
control ? . Daas 

Would Payment of Members, Extension of the 
Franchise, and the like, lighten the load of a single 
toiler, or brighten the interior of a single home ?.. Would 
it empty our workhouses, hospitals, or gaols? Would 
our slums fade before it, or would it divert the black 
shidow of ‘Bad Trade?’ I can understand those who, 
clad in piety and broadcloth, believe that low wages, 
long hours, and overcrowded hovels are inevitable (for 
other people), but I cannot understand those who think 
about such evils and yet seriously believe that Payment 
of Members will cure them. We refuse to spend ten 
years in achieving a Programme of ‘Democratic Re- 
forms’ only to find ourselves just where we now are,— 
with a good machine and bad engineers. What avails 
Payment of Members if the members who draw the pay 
are Balfour, Chamberlain, Asquith, Joicey ? 

Is it not a mockery to talk of Extension of the Suflrage 
when the majority of the constituencies in our great 
centres, London, Liverpool, Birmingham, deliberately 
disenfranchised themselves at the last election, allowing 
a group of rich Liberals and Conservatives to agree that 
there should be no contests? Even a measure like 
Taxation of Land Values would prove futile if left to a 
Liberal or Tory Government to spend the money so 
raised. Of the money raised by Sir William Harcourt’s 
great Death Duties Reform not one farthing has gone to 
benefit the country. . te 

The people are favourable enough to Democratic 
reforms. More, they are in favour of many social and 
economic reforms. Upon a Referendum, National 
Railways and National Land would be carried, probably 
by great majorities. 

No; what the people now want is definite Principles 
and a Party to embody those principles—a Party inde- 
pendent of wire-pulling from rich London Clubs; a 
Party independent of the fear or favour of local capital- 
ists and landlords; a Party whose funds are not raised 
by corruptly selling public honours and titles to rich 
brewers, slum property owners, and company promoters. 

Such a Party has already a nucleus in every important 
centre. In the great mining districts of South Wales 
that Party secured one seat and came very near to 
another. In the heart of industrial Yorkshire it lost-a 
seat by but 41 votes. In Gorton and Blackburn it. hit 
Toryism hard, and evoked such enthusiasm as has 
never before been seen there. In Halifax and Leicester 
it destroyed once and for all the dominance of capitalist 
Liberalism and made the first important. step towards 
securing one seat in those double-membered: constitu- 


are wanted, but Principles and a Party.’ The principles 
of Socialism are what will yet save this country. To 
preach those principles and to secure their application 
the Independent Labour Party ‘exists. hen APES! 

Peat ak te “TS. -D.. SHALLARD?! 
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Independent Labour Party. 
HEAD OFFICE, 53, FLEET STREET, Lonpon, E.C. 


All inquiries with respect to the I.L.P. should be addressed to 
the above office. 


Socialists willing to assist in forming branches are requested to 
communicate with the Secretary. 


Liebe PUBLIGA TIONS. 


I.L.P. Manifesto.—Large Poster 65in. by 45in. Deals with the 
aims and position of the Party. Clearly printed, and easily 
read. | Price, 3s:\ per doz. 

I.L.P. Manifesto—Small Poster. Suitable for window display, 
size 174in. by 224in Price, 9d. per doz. 

Members’ Pence Cards.—4d. per doz., post free. 

Rules.—To insert in Pence Cards (with rubber bands), 4d. per doz. 


I.L.P. News. 


ISSUED BY THE ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL. 


Subscription Rates: One year. 1s. 6d.; six months, 9d.: one month, 
14d. Post free. For advertising rates write the Publisher, 
“1T.L.P. News,” Fleet Street, E.C. 


Heap Office, 53, FLEET STREET, E.C. 
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The Conference and the I.L.P 
- Revival. 


The Ninth Annual Conference of the I.L.P. has been 
held, and has borne ample testimony, not only to the 
spirit of revival within the Party itself, but also to the 

reatly increased interest in the movement taken by the 
- public. Reports, many of them of considerable length, 
‘ave appeared in the leading provincial and metropolitan 
press, and almost every paper in the country has ven- 
tured some comment or another upon the proceedings. 

The Conference, indeed, was a signal demonstration 
alike of the truth of the statement contained in the 
Council’s report, ‘that the I.L.P. is definitely accepted 
by the public as an established division of the political 
forces of the nation,” and of the Chairman’s statement 
“that the Party is now confident that it bears within it 
the acceptable message of socialism to the British democ- 
racy.” At no previous gathering of the Party since the 
Manchester Conference in 1894—and that was a period 
when the I.L.P. was growing by leaps and bounds—-have 
the proceedings been characterised by so hopeful a spirit, 
or have the delegates brought away with them a more 
encouraging recollection of their reunion. Perhaps we 
cannot better summarise the character of the Conference 
than by saying that it was the most distinctively I.L.P. 
of all the conferences which the Party has yet held. By 
that we mean that the Conference was representative in 
a higher degree than any former gathering has been of 
the socialism, the political attitude, and the men and 
women which the name Independent Labour Party 
defines. On previous occasions a dissentient element 
arising from that formative and undecided stage of 
opinion, through which all movements must pass, more 
or less exhibited itself, This element has been gradually 
disappearing. At last year’s conference there was only a 
faint trace of it, and this year there was none at all. Of 
those who composed this element—if we can speak of an 
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element being a composition—the majority have become 
unfalteringly attached to our principles, and the rest 
have drifted into other bodies. The loss of those. who 
have diverged completely away from our organisation-— 
though regrettable in many ways—constitutes, 1n reality, 
not a lessening but an increase in the strength and 
efficiency of the I.L.P. 

From the opening speech of the Chairman until the 
last motion on the agenda paper was disposed of, exactly 
as the hand of the clock pointed to five on Tuesday 
afternoon, this strength and efficiency of the Party was 
seen in the proceedings of the gathering. Not in a single 
instance, so far as we recollect, was a speech delivered 
that was calculated to bring reproach upon the name 
of socialism or the membership of the Party. There 
were no noisy “scenes,” no clanging of the chairman's 
bell. There was, on the other hand, an admirable free- 
dom and wealth of discussion and a vast amount of 
business done. 

The voice of the detractor is, however, never hushed. 
We doubt not but the very harmony and decisiveness 
of the Conference will provoke criticism in certain 
quarters. It does not matter. Unanimity and good 
order, we may be told, are not always indications of 
vitality within a party. No, indeed; but neither are 
dissension and disorder. It all depends upon whether 
the unity and unanimity are products of health or of 
decay. Wecan safely leave the question of whether or 
not the I.L.P. is in a state of health or decay to those 
who were present at the Conference, and to those who 
know the condition of the I.L.P. in the country. We 
may perhaps suggest that were dissensions and recrimin- 
ation signs of political vigour and earnest purpose, the” 
Liberal Party ought at this moment to be in the zenith 
of power, while the newly united Irish Party ought to be 


the most feeble. instead of being, as it indisputably is, _ 


the most energetic party in parliament. | 

Perhaps the most significant feature of the proceedings 
was the large amount of time devoted to the discussion 
of important national affairs. This is a sure indication 
that the Party recognises that it has now become a 
national force. Its pronouncements upon the South 
African War, Militarism and Conscription, the Housing 
and Education Questions, the Penrhyn Dispute, the 
Russian Massacres, and the China Invasion, have all 
been widely commented upon by the press. What a 
distance this takes us from the long, profitless wrangles 
upon Fusion, the Fourth Clause, the Abolition of the 
Chairmanship, and the proposals for changing the name 
of the Party, that absorbed the time and exhausted the 
energies of our conferences in former years ! 

An important innovation, and one which, as he himself 
said, will in future prove one of the most interesting 
features of the Conference, was introduced by J. Keir 
Hardie, in the shape of an 1.L,P. Parliamentary Rep- 
resentative Report. The report itself, together with 
the questions and discussions upon it, inaugurates a 
precedent which will be of immense importance in 
enabling the Party, as its parliamentary representation 
grows, to publicly approve or disavow the action of its 
national representatives. The innoyation, indeed, inyests 
the Annual Conference with a new importance alike to 
the branches and the public, 

It is regrettable that the lack of time prevented the 
delegates devoting adequate discussion to the question of 
finance and organisation. This, we fear, must always 
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happen so long as only two days are set apart for the 
national Conference of the Party. It was, however, not 
want of time but positive disinclination that caused the 
meeting to pass lightly over a number of proposals that 
have been thrashed out inside and outside the Conference 
during the past seven years. The only changes affecting 
the constitution of the Party which the Conference 
sanctioned were the abolition of the pooling of delegates’ 
fares, and an alteration in the basis of branch representa- 
tion at the Conference. 


An abridged report of the Conference proceedings is 
given in the present number of the J.L.P. News, and the 
complete official report will, it is hoped, be ready in the 
course of a fortnight or so. We may state that an 
exceedingly full report of the Elected Persons’ Conference 
and of the I.L.P. Conference appeared in the issues of 
the Leicester Datly Post for April 6th, 8th, oth, and 
toth. Very good reports of the Conference also appeared 
in Daily News, Manchester Guardian, Leeds Mercury, and 
the leading provincial papers. The Labour Leader for 
April 13th gives a verbatim report of the leading portions 
of the Chairman’s address, and a well-informed descrip- 
tive account of the Conference meetings. 


Elsewhere we print a series of extracts from the press 
comments upon the Annual Conference. ‘‘To see our- 
selves as others see us’”’ is often an instructive as well as 
an entertaining occupation, and these extracts, taken at 
random from a bewildering pile before us, should be 
carefully perused by our readers. They should help also 
to convince those among our members who are unfortu- 
nately indifferent to the Annual Conference of the 


_____ immense importance of the Conference as a means of 


giving national expression to the opinions of the Party, 
and of arousing national interest in our movement. 


Encouraged by the indications of public interest in 
Socialist politics and by the revival spirit within the 
Party which the Conference displayed, the N.A.C. has 
resolved to at once embark upon the mission projected 
in its new national propaganda scheme. The place 
selected for its inaugural mission is Preston, where a 
five-days’ series of demonstrations will be held. A 
guarantee of £45 from the new fund will be given 
towards the expenses of the undertaking which will be 
carried on under the personal supervision of the General 
Secretary. J. Keir Hardie, M.P., J. Bruce Glasier, 
Mrs. Bruce Glasier, Mrs. Pankhurst, George Barnes, 
Philip Snowden, John Hodge, J. R. Macdonald, Fred 
Brocklehurst, S. D. Shallard, Councillor Parker and 
others will, it is expected, take part in the meetings. 


We offer our hearty congratulations to the members 
of the Clarion Fellowship on their most enjoyable and, in 
every way successful meet at Bakewell. The gathering 
is a remarkable testimony to the personal sympathy and 
comradery which the Clarion has created among its 
readers. That this feeling should be associated as it is 
with a deep interest in Socialism, and in the intellectual 
and physical culture of the nation, is one of the cheering 
signs of our times. 


gy 


A better testimony than even the Fellowship gathering 
itself to ‘‘the human spirit’? of which we have just 
spoken is afforded by the splendid fund which the Clarion 
readers have, in response to A. M. Thompson’s appeal, 
raised for the families of the locked-out Penrhyn quarry- 
men. The articles in which our comrade has laid bare 
the oppression of landlord-capitalism in that beautiful 
but afflicted part of our land reveal in a very lurid light 
the tragedy of toil, which is still the counterpart of the 
masque of freedom and wealth in these isles. 


On the first Saturday in May the two Clarion vans 
go forth upon their summer propaganda tours. The 
English van, manned by Councillor E. R. Hartley, will 
start its campaign at Darlington, and will thence proceed, 
town by town, to harrow the political soil of County 
Durham and the Cleveland district. The new Scottish 
van, under the charge of Willie Wright, will set forth 
upon its wanderings at Hawick, and after ranging the 
land of Sir Walter Scott, will break once more into the 
land of Burns. We are glad to note that the N.A.C. 
has passed a resolution thanking the Clarion and Julia 
Dawson for their excellent enterprise in promoting this 
most important means of Socialist propaganda. 


J. Keir Hardie, M.P., has obtained the second place 
in the ballot for Tuesday night, the 23rd instant, and 
will move the following motion: © | 


‘That, considering the increasing burden which private owner- 
ship of land and capital is imposing upon the industrious and useful 
classes of the community, the poverty and destitution and general 
moral and physical deterioration resulting from a competitive system 
of wealth-production which aims primarily at profit making, the 
alarming growth of trust and syndicates, able by reason of their 
great wealth to influence Governments and plunge peaceful nations 
into war to serve their interests, this House is of opinion that such 
a condition of affairs constitutes a menace to the well-being of the 
realm, and calls for legislation designed to remedy the same by 
inaugurating a Socialist Commonwealth founded upon the common 
ownership of land and capital, production for use and not for profit, 
and equality of opportunity for every citizen.” 


This will be the first occasion on which a direct 
Socialist resolution has been submitted to the British 
House of Commons. 


Notable Quotations. 


‘Good work, not sham work; good art, not bad art; good food 
and good beer, not the bad bread and bad beer that disgrace this 
country; plain, good clothes, not fashionably cut shoddy; good 
news, not party lies and foolish flattery and idle or malicions 
gossip; real information (which need not be cheap and cannot be 
easy, for knowledge is not an easy thing to get), not chopped up 
rubbish ; as much fresh air and clean water, and out-of-door exercise 
as we can do with. These are things within our grasp, yet we have 
not got them.’’—PROFEssSOR YORKE POWELL, Igor. 


‘‘ You can get assent to almost any proposition so long as you are 
not going to do anything about it.” —J. J. CHAPMAN. 


“I confess to you that Iam so parochially minded that I look 
with greater satisfaction to our acquisition of the gas and water, to 
our scientific frontiers in the improvement area, than I do to the 


_ results of that Imperial policy which has given us Cyprus and the 


Transvaal.’’—J. CHAMBERLAIN, in 1880. 


‘* Lack of imagination makes people fail to see the evils that are; 
makes them fail to realise the good that might be."—Granr ALLEN, 


6 LE Ps NEWs. 


I.L.P. Conference at Leicester. 


On Easter Monday and Tuesday the Ninth Annual Conference 
of delegates of the Independent Labour Party met at the Cook 
Memorial Hall, Leicester. The delegates numbered about seventy- 
Six. Mr. J. Bruce Glasier, Chairman of the Party, presided. 

The Chairman, in his opening address, said that he thought they 
might survey the future with confidence. A year ago the war was 
a cause for anxiety. It was impossible not to have some misgiving 
in view of the symptoms of national dementia then prevalent, and 
with the ordeal fire of a General Election flaring up before them; 
but all their doubts had been dispelled, and it was with no common 
pleasure he was able to announce that the party was in the best of 
health and spirits, and was already looking forward with great 
expectations to another General Election. The party was only 
eight years old, and he predicted that their party, which had been 
able to think for itself, work for itself, and fight for itself from the 
first hour of its birth, was destined to prove the triumphant power 
in modern democracy. Already the country was beginning to 
realise what devastation the Government had wrought during the 
past few years. It had uprooted our national honour; it had 
withered our military fame; it had thrown away the lives of some 
15,000 soldiers, and had cast back 20,000 crippled into our work- 
shops and workhouses. The Government had also thrown away 
200 millions of money, and by the increased burden of taxation had 
seriously affected the commercial powers of the nation. It had 
thrown away our reputation for fair play and for the love of free- 
dom. In concluding, the Chairman had a few words to say on the 
Socialism in which they believed as a party, remarking that much 
emphasis was being placed by certain friends of theirs upon what 
‘was termed ‘‘the class war.’’ Some of them would even seek, he 
understood, to make the constant declaration of it a kind of 
Athanasian Creed, disavowal of which would entail excommunica- 
tion from the Socialist fellowship with bell and book.—(Laughter.) 
Socialism, he declared, required not only that land and capital 
should be socialised, but that all the means of life should be 
socialised—science, art, health, leisure, and human sympathy. It 
sought to establish a commonweal in which all should give freely 
of the services of their hands, their minds, and their hearts. 
Socialism in truth consisted not in war, but in fellowship, not in 
taking, but in giving. 


THE YEAR'S REcorD: ELECTORAL CONTESTS. 


~The National Administrative Council in their report, which was 


submitted, stated that they had to present what was on the whole a 
gratifying record of progress under difficult and trying circum- 
stances, and it proved that the party had attained a position 
of considerable political importance. When, however, they saw 
the extent of the work to be taken up, and how many openings 
there were for the profitable expenditure of labour and money, 
they were made painfully aware of the paucity of their resources. 
They felt that the time had come for the party to make a supreme 
effort in aiding and financing the Council, in order that work of 
such magnitude might be undertaken during the next year or two 
as would make the I.L.P. ‘‘the most potent influence in the cause 
of industrial emancipation.’”’ The Council added that the treatment 
meted out to those who sought to conduct a movement in the 
interests of peace would for ever remain as a blot upon our political 
history. Allusion was also made to the electoral contests for 
Parliamentary seats in which the party took a share at Ashton- 
under-Lyne, Blackburn, West Bradford, Glasgow, Halifax, Leicester, 
South West Manchester, Merthyr Tydvil, Preston, and Rochdale. 
Mr. Keir Hardie’s success at Merthyr and that of Mr. Bell at Derby 
were referred to with satisfaction, and the excellent fight made by 
other candidates was acknowledged. A Special Election Fund 
Committee had issued an appeal for not less than £1,000, and ina 
few days the required sum was more than subscribed, while the 
total receipts had amounted to £1,888. In accordance with a 
resolution of last Conference the party was duly affiliated with the 
Labour Representation Committee. The Committee had secured 
the affiliation of 41 trade unions with a membership of 353,070, 
seven trade councils with a membership of 112,000, and three 
Socialist organisations with a membership of 22,861. In municipal, 
school board, and other local elections the votes received by the 


_ 134 candidates of the party numbered 286,676. It was noteworthy 


that in 1899 when they had 103 more. candidates, the total number 
of votes received was only 178,827 At a Council meeting held in 
Manchester in November ,a resolution was passed in favour of 
establishing a campaign fund of £1,000 per annum. The resolution 


Oh a 


had been extensively circulated among sympathisers, and the 
response already obtained justified their Council in believing that 
the sum required would be raised. ae 

Several delegates criticised certain points in the report, which 
was considered in detail. It was explained with regard to a vote in 
aid of a candidate at the Gorton election, that he was a member of 
the I.L.P., though not in the usual sense a candidate of the party. 
He was adopted by the local Trades Council, which held itself 
responsible for his candidature. Some debate arose on the subject 
of whether such prominent acknowledgment as that in the report 
should be made. In answering a delegate on the subject of contribu- 
tions by the party to the Parliamentary expenses of candidates who 
were not members of their own party, Mr. Keir Hardie, M.P., said 
that he hoped this would tend to a better understanding between 
trade unionists and themselves. 


MAINTENANCE OF LABOUR MEMBERS. 


Mr. S. G. Hobson (London) raised the question of the main- 
tenance of Labour members in Parliament, with regard to which 
he had an addition to the report to suggest. He urged that in this 
matter equal consideration should be given to every such member 
without regard to his special views, the sole tests being that he was 
a Labour or Socialist representative who needed maintaining in part 
or wholly. He suggested that a satisfactory income would be £200. 
They did not want a sectional fund so much as they wanted to see 
the union of the forces of the I.L.P. the S.D.F., and trade unionists 
for the purpose of getting a big fund. He contended the time was 
opportune, and proposed as an amendment that the N.A.C., subject 
to the instructions of the Conference, would instruct its delegates 
to support in the future that or any other suitable scheme for the 
adequate maintenance of Labour members. 

Mr. Fraser, West Salford, seconded the amendment. 

Mr. J. R. Macdonald said that the Labour Representation Com- 
mittee had had its eye on the subject, and had been ready to move 
as soon as the time arrived. The Committee had, however, thought 
that in the present stage of the combination of Labour organisation 
it would be a profound mistake to give a handle to those who were 
against the Labour representation movement. He asked them not 
to force the hands of the Committee. 

The amendment was rejected in the voting, and the resolution in 
the report of the N.A.C. was allowed to stand. 

Shortly afterwards the report as & whole was submitted and 
unanimously adopted. 


THE FINANCES OF THE ParTY. 
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The general balance-sheet submitted by the N.A.C. showed that 
the income had been £664, and the expenditure had left a deficit of 
£57-—Mr. John Penny, the General Secretary, directed attention 
to the fact that their total liabilities were £394. Thetr assets were 
£84, and the actual financial position of the party wes that they 
were £300 to the bad. He intimated, however, later on, that in 
addition to these assets asum of £150 had yet to come in to the 
election fund. The Conference passed a resolutton expressing regret 
at the retirement of Mr. France Littlewood, the Treasurer. 

Ou the motion of Mr. Morley, York, seconded by Mrs. Pankhurst, 
Manchester, and supported by Mr. Keir Hardie, M.P., and others, 
it was decided to ask the branches to make contributions for wiping 
out the adverse balance within the next three months. Mr. Keir 
Hardie said that the income of the party for March last had been 
considerably more than in March of last year, and they were 
looking forward with great hope to the result of their educational 
campaign. 


NATIONAL AGITATION AGAINST THE WAR. 


Mr. W. Lloyd (West Birmingham) moved—‘ That this Con- 
ference deplores the action of the Government in prolonging the 
war—a war which is ruinous, morally and financially, to the masses 
of the people and is retarding the advance of reform at home.” He 
said that the resolution came from tbe branch of the party in the 
stronghold of ‘‘the great Joseph.’ He was sure the Conference 
were fully agreed as to the sentiments expressed in the resolution 
and simply moved its adoption. . 

Mr. T. Cooke (Manchester) seconded the resolution, which was 
at once put and carried unanimously. _ w : 

Mr. Keir Hardie, M.P., on behalf of St Pancras, moved—‘ That 
the N.A.C. do call conferences as soon as possible of all organisations 
and representative men and women known to be opposed to this 
unjust war in order that a national agitation may be inaugurated 


‘to compel the Government to offer such terms of peace. that would 


be acceptable to a brave and self-respecting people.” 
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L.L.P..NEWS. 


Meeting of N.A.C. 


At a meeting of the National Administrative Council of the 
Independent Labour Party, held at 53, Fleet Street, London, on 
Monday and Tuesday, June 17th and 18th, rgor. 

Present: J. Bruce Glasier (in the chair), Philip Snowden, F. W. 
Jowett, Jas. Parker, J. R. Macdonald, J. Keir Hardie, S. D. Shallard, 
and John Penny. 

BALANCE SHEET. The Secretary presented an interim balance 
sheet for the three months ending May 31st, showing that the 
income had exceeded expenditure by £66 2s. 54d. There was, 
however, a bill of at least £20 for Conference printing to come 
against thissurplus. The financial statement was accepted. 

Dest CLEARANCE Funp. The committee reported that up to 
the present about £14 had been received from the branches. 
Judging by the letters received, however, there were considerable 
sums now in the hands of the branches for the fund, and the total 
would probably be a handsome one. 

Gorton Loan. The Chairman reported that he and the Treas- 
urer had attended a meeting of the Gorton Trades Council, and 
that a scheme for getting up a large Bazaar and Industrial Exhibi- 
tion had been approved. 

EDUCATION CONFERENCE. J. R. Macdonald reported that J. F 
Green, John Penny, and he had attended the Conference on June 
6th as delegates from the I.L.P. There were about 1,200 persons 
present, and it was a thoroughly representative conference. The 
resolutions were in accord with the resolutions passed at the I.L.P. 
Conference. 

LEAFLETS. It was agreed that the General Secretary’s scheme 
for issuing a weekly leaflet should be proceeded with. 

Pusiic Houses Trust. The Secretary stated that he had been 
asked to allow his name to be used as a supporter of the Trust, and 
asked whether the N.A.C. approved his doing so. It was decided 
that the N.A.C. was not in favour of the Trust. 

TRADES CoNGREsS. It was agreed that arrangements should be 
made for a public meeting to be held in Swansea during Trades 
Congress week. 

PARLIAMENTARY SITUATION. 


Keir Hardie reported briefly on 

the Parliamentary situation. He advised the Council to be pre- 

pared for an early dissolution of Parliament. No further progress 

ad been aue in calling a meeting of the Labour members in the 
athe object of forming a definite Labour Group. 


Housé®...2s, Parker was endorsed. 
Hairax. Thewden should go down 


constituencies likely to be fought recommending that preparations 
be made. 

CONSTITUENCIES. The Council discussed arrangements for con- 
testing constituencies at the next opportunity. It was agreed to 
approve of candidatures in Manchester, Glasgow, Leicester, Black- 
burn, Preston, Merthyr, Bradford, Halifax, and Dundee. The 
following constituencies are under consideration :—Rochdale and 
Ashton (fought at the last election), and York, Norwich, Wolver- 
hampton, Paisley, Gower, Keighley, Cleveland, Colne Valley, and 
Gorton. 

War CONFERENCES. In order to give effect to the Conference 
resolution it was resolved ‘‘ That the N.A.C. approves of the Con- 
ferences being convened under the auspices of the local Trades 
Councils.” It was agreed that the resolution for the Conferences 
should be drafted by the Advisory Committee and sent round to 
the N.A.C. The Advisory Committee was empowered to deal with 
all details relating to the Conferences. 

UNSUITABLE LECTURERS. The attention of the Council was 
drawn to the fact that considerable injury was being done to the 
cause. of Socialism by the conduct and speeches of certain lecturers. 
The matter will be further considered by the Council. 

SoutH WaLEs. It was recominended that a demonstration 
should be held at a convenient railway centre in South Wales 
during the summer. The matter was referred to the Advisory 
Committee. 

Drink Question. A long discussion took place upon the ques- 
tion of the sale of drink in I.L.P. Clubs. There was a strong feel- 
ing expressed that some steps should be taken to disassociate the 
Movement from tie drinking element. The Secretary was in- 
structed to present a report upon the relations of the I.L.P. clubs 
which sold drink with thg Head Office. 

Next MEETING. It MM agreed:that the next meeting should be 
held at Glasgow on Sey per 16th and 17th. 
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Society for the Reform of School 
Discipline. 


A large number of educational reformers have banded 
themselves together under the above title. The objects 
of the new Society are set forth as follows :— , 


(1) The abolition of corporal punishment, which 
has already been effected in the schools of France, 
Holland, Belgium, New York, Cleveland, Phila- 
delphia, etc., South Australia, and many British 
Schools. 


(2) The substitution of natural and educative 
methods of discipline. 

(3) The institution of the American ‘School City 
System,” under which children acting as citizens 
and officials of their school as a “city,” under good 
guidance, make and enforce their own laws, thus in 
a practical way acquiring the principles of true 
citizenship and developing the faculties of self-govern- 
ment—the climax of education. 


Of the sixty-three members of the General Committee 
of the Society eleven are I.L.P. School Board representa- 
tives. 


NOW READY. 


THE REFORMERS’ YEAR BOOK, 


‘‘THE LABOUR ANNUAL” FOR 1901. 


It is the one Reference Book which no Student, 
Representative, or Social Reformer can afford to 
be’ without. 


Address’ 


Juou 
WALLASEY, CHESHIRE. ning 


respect to local ingen Deal; ie Order through Booksellers at 1/- and 2/- net. 
town. temeeyi'l be sent post free, in paper, for 1/3; in cloth gilt, 2/3. 
GENERAL ELECTION. It was resolved to send a circular to the = ea Llitor : 
ditor and Publisher, R.Y.B., 


NOW READY. NOW READY. 


ANNUAL REPORT of the 
INDEPENDENT LABOUR PARTY. 


Contains: Report of the National Administrative Council, 
Resolutions and Discussion at the Annual Conference, Directory of 
Branches, Directory of I.L.P. Members on Public Bodies, &c., &c. 


Price, 2d.; post free, 3d. 
I.L.P. OFFICE, 53, FLEET STREET, LONDON. 


PROPAGANDA WORK FOR ALL TO DO. 


IF YOU WANT TO HELP THE I.L.P., ORDER 


THE PLATFORM 


FROM YOUR NEWSAGENT. 


Each Copy of THE PLATFORM comprises Twenty up-to- 
date Leaflets. A New Leaflet every week. 


Now you have a chance to reach your neighbours in azquiet but 
effective way. 


A novel and original means of teaching our principles and extending 


our influence. 
THE PLATFORM. One Penny,Weekly, 


Published at the I.L.P. Orricz, 53, FLEET St., LONDON, 


: : 1 
_- fi thwork, we shall be very greatly obligs:. 
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£b.Rs NEWS. 


‘ 


MONTHLY REPORT FROM HEAD OFFICE. 


JUNE, 1gor. 


70 Branches paid Fees in June. 


30 “i sent reports without fees. 
29 7‘ pay fees quarterly. 
69 $e sent neither fees nor reports. 


The income of the Head Office during June was :— 


Affiliation Fees LIBS FF 
National Branch 0 5 © 
Election Fund BRR ey, 
Sales sk Ste ae 12 17 10% 
Propaganda Fund ... se: pa RE A at 
Debt Fund Les He ane I6G..:9 
Elected Persons’ Conference sos Fistara 

£37 19 3h 


The Branch Report Sheet for July must be 
posted on or before the 25th inst. Report Sheets 
may be obtained from the Head Office. 


ConsTITUTION.—Copies of the Constitution of the Party may be 
obtained from Head Office, price Fourpence per dozen, post free. 
Pence Cards are supplied at the same price. Samples on applica- 
tion. 


NaTIoNAL Brancu.—The National Branch of the I.L.P. is open 
to Socialists who endorse the objects and methods of the Party, 
but who are unable, through geographical or other difficulties, to 
join a local Branch. Members of the National Branch receive 
copies of all the official publications of the Party. Subscriptions 
for the year 1901 are now due, and should be sent to the Head 
Office. The amount of subscription is left to the discretion of the 
member. 


Our ELECTED PEersons.—We are at all 
our members on public bodies agg c 
les of newspap* 


4O VV LAL 
es 

myyes ©. will supply 
4f cataining records 


UNATTACHED SYMPATHISERS.—Branches are recommended to 


prepare lists of known sympathisers in their districts. Such people 
should be asked to subscribe to the funds of the Party if they can- 
not see their way to become members. A printed form of invitation 
may be obtained from the Head Office, price 1s. 6d. per 100, post 
free. 


NEw BRANCHES. 


South Birmingham—Secretary, S. F. Williams, 171, Stoney Lane, 


Sparkbrook, Birmingham. 


Springburn (Glasgow)—Secretary, John S. Weldon, 21, Crossburn 


Street, Glasgow. 


New SECRETARIES. 


Birmingham Central—R. Rankin, 44, Hertford Street, Balsall 


Heath. 


Brechin—James Smith, 109, Montrose Street, Brechin. 
Dowlais—C. J. Griffiths, 36, Berry Square, Dowlais. 
Govan—John Fulton, 96, McLellan Street, Plantation, Glasgow. 
Kensington N.—H. Rowbotham, 1, Norland Gardens, W. 
Openshaw—Miss Annie,Lee, 5, Kenworthy Street, Openshaw. 
Shildon—Thomas Scarff, 23, Foundry Street, Shildon, R.S.O. 
Spennymoor—Kitt Hardy, ro, Hume Street, Low Spennymoor, 


Durham, 


Printed for the I.L.P., by A. C. Linptey (Trade Union Printer), 12, Albert Street, Mane er. 
Published at the I.L.P. Offices, 53, Fleet Street, London, E.C. © | 


Normanton 
Partick, Peckham, Portsmouth, Pudsey, St. Helens, Shrewsbury 
S.S., Southampton, Spen Colliery, Spen Valley S.S., Stalybridge, 
Stewarton, Stroud, Sutton-in-Ashfield, ThornhillLees, Townhill, 
Tradeston, Tyldesley, Vale of Leven, Walkden, Walsall, Wellington 
S.S., Werneth, Wishaw, Wolverhampton. (69) 


Branch Fees and Reports. 


The following Branches paid Fees in June :— 


Arbroath 5s., Ayr 1s. 4d., Ayrshire Central 5s., Barnsley 2s. 1d., 
Birmingham West 3s., Blackburn 6s. 3d., Bootle 1s. 6d., Brechin 
1s. 6d., Brighouse tos., Bromley 1s. 7d., Camlachie tos., Carnoustie 
1s. 2d., Cheltenham 1s., Clapham 3s. 6d., Cleckheaton 6s., Clyde- 
bank 5s., Consett 2s. 6d., Crook 2s. 6d., Dalserf Lanward paid, 
Darlington 2s. 6d., Dowlais 2s. 11d., East Ham ts. 6d., Edinburgh 
15S. 2d., Eccles 5s., Failsworth 5s., Farnworth tos., Felling 6s. 7d., 
Gateshead 7s. 6d., Gillingham 1s. 2d., Glasgow City 6s. 3d., 
Gloucestershire South 2s. 6d., Holbeck 1s. 2d., Horwich tros., Hull 
6s. 2d., Hyde 8s. 4d., Keighley 5s., Kilmarnock 2s. 6d., Leicester 
£1 tos., Lesmahagow 1s., Littleborough 2s. 6d., London City §s., 
Long Eaton tos. 6d., Middlesbrough 1s. 8d., Middleton ros., Milns- 
bridge paid, Mossley 11s. 3d., New Marske 2s., Norwich tos., 
Nottingham 4s. 6d., Openshaw 1 4s. 6d., Paisley 16s. 8d., Pendle- 
bury 4s. 6d., Pontypridd zs. 2d., Preston 5s., Rishton 1s. 6d., Rother- 
ham 3s., Salford North 4s. 2d., Shildon 3s., South Shields 2s. 6d., 
Sowerby 6s., Springburn 1od., Stockton 4s. 2d., Sunderland r5s., 
Thornaby 1s., Tottenham 1s. 6d., Warrington 3s. 6d., West Ham 
(North) 7s. 6d., Workington 1os., Yeadon 1s. 8d., Ystalyfera 1s. (70) 


The following Branches pay Fees Quarterly :— 


Annfield Plain, Armley, Attercliffe, Barrow, Bedlinog, Colne 
Valley, Cowdenbeath, Crewe, Dudley, Finsbury, Fulham, Hawick, 
Hexham, Hollinwood, Huddersfield, Longwood, Lye, Musselburgh 
Nelson, Ossett, Rothwell, Rutherglen, St. Rollox, Spennymoor, 
Tantobie, Wednesbury, West Bromwich, West Ham (South), York. 
(29) 

The following Branches sent Reports without Fees :— 


Ashton, Bermondsey, Birmingham (S.), Birmingham (C.), Brad- 
ford, Bridgeton, College, Derby, Dundee, Farsley, Glossop, Govan, 
Hackney, Halifax, Hartlepool, Hutchinsontown, North Kensington, 
Liverpool, Macclesfield, Manchester and Salford, Mexborough, Peny- 
darren, Rochdale, St. Pancras, W. Salford, Spennymoor, Spring- 
burn, Stockport, Woolwich, Yarmouth. (30) 


The following Branches sent neither Reports nor Fees :— 


Abertillery, Aston, Berkeley, Blantyre, Bolton, Bordesley 
Burslem, Bury, Cardift, Chester, Chesterfield, Cowli < 
Crosskeys, Darwen, Domeaerosshills, 
Grantham, Greri, Elland, Gloucester, 
Invernes ckmondwike, E. Hungley «211, s Central, 
ss Miltsage, Maesycwmmer, Mansfield, Merthyr 
mtrose, Motherwell, Newcastle, New Cumnock, Newport, 
, Oakworth, Oldham Central, Oldham S.S., Oswestry, 
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OTHER CASH RECEIVED IN JUNE. 
Sales.—Glasgow City 3s. 6d., Felling 1s. 9d., Paisley 7s. 6d., 


Keighley 2s. 6d., Govan 2s., Bedlinog 3s. rd. South Gloucestershire 

4s. 5d., Preston 5s., Middlesbrough 10$d., Derby 2s., Clapham 
1s. 4d., Hull 1s. 9d., Clydebank 1s. 11d., Carnoustie 5d., Ashton 

4s. 6d., Long Eaton 2s. 74d., Penydarren 8s. 3d., Gillingham 1o$d., 

Tantobie 8s. 11d., South Shields 2s. 93d., Thornaby 6d., John E. 

Milholland £2 2s., Openshaw 3s. 4d., Workington 2s. 7d., Stockton 

2s. 4d., Brighouse 7s., Bromley 2s., West Birmingham 4s. 8d., 
Edinburgh gs., Manchester £3 2s. 8d., Bootle 1s. 11d, Horwich 

ts. tod., Slaithwaite 3s. 6d., Sowerby 5s. tod. 
42. 2s. 84d. Total £12 17s. togd. 


Cash Sales 


National Branch.—J. Clayton 2s. 6d., J. Lane 1s. 6d., W. 


Harper 1s. Total 5s. 


Propaganda Fund.—Mrs. Jeannie Mole £1. 
Debt Fund.—c. J. (Blackburn) 3s. 9d., South Shields I.L.P. 


£1, South Shields Comrades 6s. Total £1 9s,od. 


Elected Persons’ Conference.—{1 1s. rod. 
Election Fund.—West Bradford, returned £2 17s. 7d. 
(Signed) JOHN PENNY. 
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I.L.P. NEWS. 


THE MONTHLY ORGAN OF THE INDEPENDENT LABOUR PARTY. 


ING, 50... VOL: V. 


MAY, Igor. 


Price ONE PENNY. 


The Revenue of the I.L.P. 


Nor £664, BUT £15,000. 


Much glee has been exhibited in the camp of the 
Liberal and Tory press over the supposed financial 
destitution of the Independent Labour Party. Accord- 
ing to the balance-sheet submitted to the Annual Con- 
ference of the Party, the head office receipts for the year 
amounted to £664, while there was carried over a deficit 
of £310, which had accumulated during the past eight 
years. With almost one accord the capitalist press has 
seized upon the figures and rejoiced around them. Of 
what account is a Party with an annual income of*only 
£664 say they. Surely we need no longer attribute 
political importance to a Party that is actually £310 in 
debt, they untunefully chorus together. 

Let the gratulation of the newspapers abound. We 
may, however, take the liberty of remarking that they 
are comporting themselves a bit ridiculously, even as 
they did over the supposed bankruptcy of the Transvaal 
Republic 25 years ago. History repeats itself. 

The legend of the beggarly array of coins found in the 
Transvaal Exchequer when the British entered Pretoria 
in 1878 has lost somewhat of its savour as a telling 
accusation against the validity of the Boer claim to 
nationhood. It has happened that the Boers have made 
all the world witness how stoutly they can fight, not only 
with but little funds in their treasury, but apparently 
with no treasury at all. British statesmen will perhaps 
never again be inspirited to assail a small republic under 
the misapprehension that because it once possessed only 
a few coppers in its treasury chest, or even because it 
should happen to possess no treasury chest at all, that it 
can easily be broken into fragments and ground into 
powder. 

But to the £664-of the I.L.P. This is how the 
Standard pleasantly upbraids us :— 

The resources of the Independent Labour Party as stated to the 
Conference are, unhappily, not proportionate to the Chairman’s 
estimate of their importance. An annual income of six hundred 
and sixty-four pounds with a deficit of fifty-seven pounds, does not 
suggest a condition quite so encouraging as his speech would lead 
us to look for. Liabilities of three hundred and ninety-four pounds, 
counter-balanced only by assets of eighty-four pounds in hand, and 
the prospect of one hundred and fifty pounds from the Election 
Fund, point rather to something like financial embarrassment. 
The Delegates, we notice, have passed a resolution recommending 
the branches to take means for wiping off the deficit pro vata, and 
something certainly ought to be done, The capitalist will hardly 
be frightened when the enemy’s war-chest is practically empty. 

Clearly the Standard and its kind are convinced that, 
notwithstanding all our franchises and political improve- 
ments, money is still more essential than principle to the 
triumph of a Party or a cause. Evidently, too, the 
lesson afforded by the Boers’ fighting so magnificently 
with scant financial resources has not been applied by the 
newspaper to the possibility of Socialist representation at 


home. They have not discerned that in home as in 
colonial affairs money can only furnish what it can buy, 
and that principles and gréat self-sacrificing effort on the 
part of the enlightened working-class cannot be procured, 
like Outlanders’ agitations abroad or sugar bounty 
agitations at home, by big cash donations. 

Having said so much, we may now point out for the 
instruction of the press, and all whom it may concern, 
that the sum of £664 received at the I.L.P. headquarters 
represents just what it purports to represent—the sum 
received towards the headquarter’s outlay. It does not 
represent the revenue of the I.L.P. as a political 
organisation. It does not include the ordinary receipts 
of a single one of the 200 affiliated branches of the party 
—not to speak of the numerous non-afhliated branches— 
nor does it include a penny of the funds received for 
Parliamentary or local elections. The sum of £664 has 
no more relation to the general revenue of the I.L.P. 
than the sum paid for the maintenance of the Treasury 
Department in Whitehall has to the entire income of the 
kingdom. 

Estimated on the returns furnished to the head office 
by the branches, the ordinary income of the branches of 
the Party cannot be set down at less than between 
£10,000 to £11,000. The following will afford, we 
believe, a fairly approximate estimate of the revenue of 


the I.L.P. as an organisation during the past year :— 


Head Office: Affiliation Fees, XC. ....ss.sesseseeeee £664 
Payment of Member of Parliament Fund ......... 150 
Parliamentary Election Fund: 
Gemtraly Woiskeseisvdet oacasosaasea se £1,873 
WaGalyrsticsaredtatt.deuss <coasaebices 1,330— 3,203 
Estimated Branch Subscriptions, Collections, &c. 10,500 
£14,517 


In addition to the above, there should be included 
considerable sums contributed by the branches toward 
joint trade union and I.L.P. candidatures for Town 
Councils, School Boards, &c., as well as many hundreds 
of pounds raised by the branches towards Socialist hall 
schemes and for the promotion of local Socialist journals, 
and numerous ocher undertakings. Altogether, we 
should say that the revenue obtained by the I.L.P. 
last year for all its schemes of propaganda could not 
be far short ot £20,000. 


The Socialist Mission at Preston. 


The inaugural Socialist Mission, promoted under the 
recently formed Special Propaganda Scheme, has been held 
at Preston. The Mission lasted five days, beginning on 
May-day. On the Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, 
large indoor meetings were held in the Assembly Hall; 
on Saturday two district open-air meetings were held ; 
and on the Sunday two magnificent demonstrations took 
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place on the Market Place. The Mission aroused the 
interest of the people to a degree which we see only 
exhibited at a parliamentary election time, and the local 
papers devoted many columns to reports of the 
proceedings. 

Specia! subjects, such as Social Ideals, Municipal- 
isation, Imperialism, &c., were dealt with each evening by 
the speakers, and the Press readily admitted that the 
speaking was of a very high order. There can be no 
doubt that the Socialist movement in Preston has been 
greatly helped forward by the Mission, and that, all 
going well, several thousand votes should be added to 
the I.L.P. poll at the next Election. 

The Preston meetings were experimental, and have 
fully justified the adoption of the Special Propaganda 
Scheme. As soon as the indoor season returns, the 
Mission will be resumed in the leading industrial 
districts of the country. 


And Thou, too, G. F. Watts! 


The great painter—the greatest, perhaps, of the age— 
G. F. Watts, R.A., has also, it would appear, fallen— 
not under the hand of the grim Death which he has 
depicted so majestically, a fate that would have left his 
fame undimmed, but down on his knees voluntarily 
before the brazen image of Jingoism, cheek by jowl 
with Hugh Price Hughes. In the Nineteenth Century for 
the present month, in an article entitled ‘‘ Our Race as 
Pioneers,”, the prophet-painter essays to declare the 
purpose of God and civilisation, and hallows with 
endearing terms the confiscation of territories, the 
horrors of war, and the addiction to turf betting as 
divine ordinances for its fulfilment. So, at least, we 
interpret his strangely ecstatic rhapsody. Here are a 
few of his sentences :— 

Our conflict with the Boers may be explained as the outcome of 
the law which says ‘‘Forward!’’ The Boers stop the way—they 
are unprogressive; though a fine manly race, they stand still; they 
are like children. Children are delightful people, but they cannot 
stand all day idle in the stream, while the stress and strife of the 
highway goes on beside them. 5; 

They are a pastoral people. The pastoral life may be a beautiful 
one, but it is not a progressive one. . A pastoral community 
is delightful certainly, but impossible in Cheapside. . . The 
pastoral life of the Boers is an anachronism. 

Napoleon said ‘‘ War cannot be made with rosewater,’”’ and so 
commerce, as it is necessary to us, cannot be carried on without 
competition and pushing the limits of our interests. 

At present the abolition of war is out of the question. 

The undeniable loss of prestige, and the rancour exhibited by 
surrounding nations, make our position one of great peril only to 
be met by some heroic impulse permeating all classes, such as the 
religious revivals of olden time, or of the Turf now, when every 
gutter child feels a throb of excitement at the name of the favourite 
and the state of the odds. 

Our aspirations have never been ignoble, nor have we been 
cruel in carrying them out. 

We rub our eyes as we read these sentences from 
the painter of ‘‘ Mammon,” ‘‘ For He had Many Posses- 
sions,” ‘‘The Good Samaritan,” ‘Love and Life,” 
‘« The Dweller in the Innermost,” and all the magnificent 
array of allegories in which, we imagined, he sought to 
raise the thoughts of men above commerce and war, 
and above all robbery, hatefulness, and murder. We 
can only reckon this declaration of his—unless it be a 
ghastly satire—in which he glorifies the mest selfish and 


brutish passions of the race, as no less than an avowal of 
apostacy. He has desecrated for us, with this stroke of 
his pen, all the beautiful fabrications of his brush. 
Sometimes in the old age of men, as in the old age ot 
empires, the soul hastens away unseen, and leaves only 
a borrowed lamp burning. We cherish, however, the 
hope that the article may yet prove to be an extra- 
ordinary satirical device. 


Press Comments on the I.L.P. 
Conference. 


(Continued from last issue. ) 


MANCHESTER GUARDIAN. 


What must strike a Liberal who reads the report of the 
Independent Labour Conference at Leicester is, one would say, how 
much of the proceedings is devoted to advocacy of traditional 
Liberal principles. Opposition to aggressive war, special abhorrence 
of the financial factor in aggression, repugnance to conscription, 
sympathy with foreign reformers, like the Russian students, strug- 
gling for the first rudiments of liberty—these are of the life-blood of 
Liberalism as understood in the great days of Gladstone and Bright. 
These also are the main features of a gathering of the most 
representative group of Socialists. There is, indeed, a modern 
Liberalism which has advanced beyond these ideas of the “‘antiqua- 
ted’? Manchester school. But the majority of Liberals have not 
shared in the advance, and now, by a strange turn of the wheel, they 
are found occupying common ground with the leaders of Socialism. 
There was a noteworthy passage in the opening speech of the 
Chairman, protesting against the endeavours to make of Socialism 
a kind of class-war, or to erect its creed into a set of dogmas to be 
sworn to under pain of excommunication. It is a vain hope that > 
the majority of the nation will within the limits of a generation 
come to agree upon any set of abstract formulae. If they did so the 
formulae would probably be found to have changed their real 
meaning. -But-it-is-quite. within the bounds of possibility that 
within a generation the country should be induced to travel far 
along the practical path of reform which those same formulae 
would lay down. This is, indeed, the case with Socialism. Great 
numbers of thoughtful men who would not agree to the ‘‘ national- 
isation of the means of production” as an abstract principle would, 
for example, work for a considerable development of municipal 
enterprise and ownership, for the improvement of national educa- 
tion at the public cost, for the better and closer regulation of the 
hours and conditions of labour, and for a fuller provision for the 
aged and infirm. And when one of these reforms is carried another 
comes into prominence, and history shows how, without any 
formulation of abstract ideals, those who keep their minds open and 
are alert for fresh possibilities of making the world better move 
steadily forward till they reach results very different from any 
they had foreseen. In this spirit we believe that what is best in 
Liberalism and in Socialism is likely to co-operate better in the 
future than in the past. The common danger from militarism, and 
still more from the great financial interests that underlie not 
militarism only but all that is most reactionary in our home politics, 
has made all who care at all for social justice more quick to find out 
who are their true friends, and laid the foundations of a new and 
stronger party of progress. 


GLASGOW HERALD. 


Progress in politics must be measured by seats won, and when 
the Council of the I.L.P. declares that it has ‘‘attained a position of 
considerable political importance,” and its president asserts that the 
party ‘‘may regard its place in politics with satisfaction and survey 
the future with confidence,’ and when at the same time it is 
notorious that the party has lost ground in the House of Commons 
and admits a big deficit in its funds, the only conclusion to which 
the public can come is that the art of humbugging the electors is not 
one of those which Socialism seeks to banish from public life. . . 
It is no doubt contended that the I.L.P. would$have done better at 
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the General Election but for the war fever. Mr. Bruce Glasier 
admitted that the ‘national dementia‘‘ had cavsed him some 
anxiety a year ago. Granted that the enthusiasm for the war 
influenced the electors last year, is it not plain that, if the 1.L.P. 
representatives were hurt by it, they gravely misapprehended the 
temper of the people to whom they appealed? And is not that 
symptomatic of the party? Is not one of the chief causes of their 
failure to attract the working man their ignorance of human nature 
and obstinate determination not to take any account of the normal 
combination of selfishness and unselfishness in the Briton. 


DAILY CHRONICLE. 


Mr. Glasier’s prophecy about Sir A. Milner was not redeemed 
by a single flash of probability. It is not a pleasing 
spectacle, and all who wish well of their country and are desirous of 
the help of all earnest and conscientious men in setting right any 
wrong, or in aiding the work of real reform, can not do otherwise 
than regret the falling away from their high ideals of the members 
of the Independent Labour Party. The world is full of 
disappointments, and disillusions come to all of us. But something 
better was expected from the Independent Labour Party. We were 
to see in them profession and practice combined. But the parochial- 
ism of their outlook has blinded them to real and important issues, 
and led them to overlook what should have been their first and 
primary duty—the relief of the poor [natives and outlanders] from a 
cruel and crushing tyranny. 


PALL MALL GAZETTE. 


The Independent Labour Party reared a magnificent head at 
Leicester yesterday. Mr. J. Bruce Glasier it was who manifested 
the might of this congress of the people, and the story of the 
progress of socialism and the pending triumph of the Proletariat 
was calculated to shake the nerves of timid old ladies everywhere. 
The great political achievement of this democratic body of workers 
is Mr. Keir Hardie, who has risen proudly to fame on the prostrate 
body of a bloated Liberal capitalist. This triumph was enough to 
justify the existence of the I.L.P. One Liberal capitalist, however, 
came into favourable mention, and that was Mr. George Cadbury. 
Yet we do not remember that he has written a letter to say that 
Mr. Keir Hardie has ‘‘sacrificed something for conscience.” He 

—did better, perhaps, in the eyes of the I.L.P.; for he paid the bulk 
of the election expenses of the I.L.P. candidates, which was a 
godsend, and acceptable, even from a Liberal capitalist: for the 
I.L.P. has liabilities to date of £394 and assets £84. The Socialistic 
millennium is a long way off yet. 


TIVERPOOL DAILY POST. 


Quite a novel theory as to the prosperity of the Independent 
Labour party is propounded this evening by one of the Ministerial 
journals. It is to the effect that the organisation is financed in its 
election campaigns by a well-known and wealthy Liberal. A 
common cry against the Socialists used to be that they were kept 
alive by ‘‘ Tory gold’’—an hypothesis which had the merit at least 
of being reconcileable with the avowed enmity of some Labour 
extremists to Liberal candidates. Several seats were lost to 
Liberalism at the last election by the wrecking policy of the 
Socialists, while the only seat gained by the Independent Labour 
party was won by Liberal votes. Mr. Bruce Glasier is reported to 
have given a different account of Mr. Keir Hardie’s success, 
describing it as a victory over two Liberal opponents. He was 
evidently ignorant of the peculiar local conditions of the struggle. 


LEEDS MERCURY. 


The Independent Labour Party are not only opposed to the 
war, but they are opposed to annexation as the result of the war. 
Where is the evidence that in this attitude they have any special 
claim to voice working-class opinion throughout the country? In 
September of last year the Trade Union Congress at Huddersfield 
passed a resolution condemning the war, yet in October the large 
industrial centres elected supporters of the Government responsible 
for the whole course of South African’ policy, including the policy 
of annexation to follow the war. It does not appear from any 
recent evidence of the tendency of working-class opinion as a whole 
that there is any wide-spread disposition to turn aside from both the 
old political parties as having out-lived their usefulness, and to set 
up a new organisation on the principles of Socialism. 


SUNDAY CHRONICLE. 


“England,” said the wielder of the world’s destinies in the time 
to come when the party can get more than one member and a little 
more money, ‘‘England was never so little, never so despised, 
never so poor since the days of Edward III. as it was to-day.” 
Poor, despised little England! After six centuries of progress the 
I.L.P. finds it no better. Let us thank a merciful heaven that we 
have still Mr. Bruce Glasier and his colleagues with us. In the 
fulness of time they may yet restore us to a proud place among the 
nations. In fact, when the I.L.P. is in office with Mr. Glasier as 
Prime Minister, and Mr. Hardie at the Exchequer, our future will 
then be abundantly assured. 


HUDDERSFIELD EXAMINER. 


Although some of the delegates of the Independent Labour 
Conference held at Leicester, this week, showed little respect for 
Liberalism, several of the resolutions adopted embodied important 
principles which have been steadily advocated by the Liberal party, 
and afford grounds for hope that the real friends of reform in the 
Labour ranks will not continue to favour Toryism at the polling 
booth in order to spite the Liberals who cannot adopt the whole of 
the Independent Labour programme. 


What the I.L.P. 


Tom Taylor, whose term of appointment as organiser at Derby 
expired last month, has found himself unable to continue the duties, 
and A. Jackson has been unanimously appointed in his place. 
Tom Taylor has acted as organiser for the branch for several 
years. 


The income of the Keighley Branch from all sources for the first 
three months of the year was £33 1s. 114d., and the expenditure 
419 14s. 1d. The branch ran three candidates for the recent 
Guardian elections, and were successful in securing a seat. The 
vote was increased by an average of 105 per candidate over last 
time. 


A section ot the members of the Barnsley Socialist Society, 
which is affiliated with the I.L.P., were recently expelled that 
organisation. They have now opened what they venture to call a 


is Doing. 


Clarion Club, but the club is not, in our view, likely tg add_maeh———___ 


lustre to the title. 


Mexbro’ I.L.P., of which the Secretary, F. Smith, ranks among 
the most earnest of I.L.P. members, has arranged a series of 
monthly lectures during the summer. Bruce Glasier opened the 
series on Monday, April 29th, and will be followed by Philip 
Snowden and other leading speakers. 


At the first meeting of the recently elected Board of Guardians at 
Holbeck (Leeds), Arthur Bannister, I.L.P., who was defeated at 
the election, was, on the motion of the Chairman, co-opted as a 
member of the Board. 


The Administrative Council will meet in London on Monday, 
June 17th. In connection with the visit a public demonstration 
will be held in one of the large halls on Sunday. A _ special 
consultative meeting with London delegates will also, be arranged. 


Mrs. Bruce Glasier inaugurated the Workington I.L.P. open-air 
campaign on Sunday, the 5th, with two very large meetings. 


Alderman Jowett’s duties will now, we are glad to know, admit 
of his undertaking lecturing engagements on Sundays. His address 
is Grantham Place, Bradford. 


Darlington I.L.P. will again contest North Ward at the next 
municipal elections. J. Robinson, who stood as the I.L.P. candi- 
date last year, and polled 480 and was defeated by only 197, will 
again be the candidate. The Party is arranging a series of several 
weeks’ open-air meetings, to be addressed by Philip Snowden, 
George Green, and others. 


The Labour Representation Committee has just issued a double- 
paged leaflet entitled ‘‘ Labour and Politics” It is an admirable 
plea for direct Labour representation, and we strongly recommend 
branches to procure copies for careful distribution. They may be 
had at 1s. 6d. per 100, or 12s. 6d. per 1,000, from the Secretary, 3, 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 

We regret to hear that our comrade Councillor Craggs has been 
compelled to leave Shildon to obtain work in the Wakefield district. 
This will necessitate, it is feared, his resignation of his District 
Councillorship. 
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Independent Labour Party. 
Lonpon, E.C. 


All inquiries with respect to the I.L.P. should be addressed to 
the above office. 


Heap OFFICE, 538, FLEET STREET, 


Socialists willing to assist in forming branches are requested to 
communicate with the Secretary. 


I.L.P. PUBLICATIONS. 


I.L.P. Manifesto.—Large Poster 65in. by 45in. Deals with the 
aims and position of the Party. Clearly printed, and easily 
‘read. Price, 3s. per doz. 
I.L.P. Manifesto—Small Poster. Suitable for window display, 
size 174in. by 224in_ Price, 9d. per doz. 
Members’ Pence Cards.—4d. per doz., post free. 
Rules.—To insert in Pence Cards (with rubber bands), 4d. per doz. 


CAROLINE MARTYN MEMORIAL LIBRARY. 


No. 1. Politics and the I.L.P.—By John Edwards. Pamphlet, 16 pp 
being the paper read at the Annual Conference, 1897, re-written 
and enlarged. Price, 1d. 

2. Independent Labour Party.—Statement of Principles. 
4pp. Price, 4s. per 1,000. 

3. A Labour Catechism.—Leaflet, 4pp., arranged in question and 
answer form. Price, 4s. per 1,000. 

4. What Boards of Guardians Can Do.—Leaflet, 4pp., by Mrs. 
Pankhurst. Price, 4s. per 1,000. 


I.L.P. News. 


ISSUED BY THE ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL. 


No. Leaflet, 
No. 


No. 


Subscription Rates: One year. 1s. 6d.; six months, 9d.: one month, 
13d. Post free. For advertising rates write the Publisher, 
“17.L.P. News,’ Fleet Street, E.C. 


Heap OFFICE, 53, FLEET STREET, E.C. 
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The Voice of the Press. 


We print this month a few additional extracts from 
the Press comments upon the Annual Conference, for 
which we were unable to find space in our last month’s 
issue. Weare not sure that our readers will derive an 
increased sentiment of respect for the intellectual 
authority of the Press by a perusal of the extracts. 
Our excuse for publishingso many of them is that our 
readers may see in a somewhat condensed form the 
character of criticism that does duty in the press against 
the I.L.P. ; 

It will be seen from many of the cuttings—and they 
are but samples of numerous others of their kind—that 
the enemy is vastly satisfied with the circumstance that 
our Head Office receipts for the year were only £664, 
and that the Party only secured the election of one 
Parliamentary Candidate out of ten. Elsewhere we 
take the opportunity of showing how deceived or 
deceiving the newspapers are with respect to this £664, 
and the financial resources of the Party. Here we need 
only remark that the I.L.P. publishes a statement of 
its Head Office accounts, a virtue which the Liberal and 
Conservative parties have not yet attained to; and 
further that we venture to believe that our £664 derived 
from working-men’s subscriptions is a larger sum than is 
received at either the Liberal or Tory head-quarters from 
working-class sources. © 


With respect to the ratio of success of our I.L.P. 


candidates at the General Election being only one out of — 


ten, we might point out that we were within 42 votes of 
having two out of our ten candidates elected, a ratio 


that would not have been far behind the ratio of the 


Liberal Party successes at the General Election. But 
even with one success to nine defeats, our Party fared as 
well, at least, as didthe Liberal Party in Lancashire and 
the Tory Party in Wales ; and both these parties cherish, 
we are told, the hope of winning the bulk of these 
constituencies at no distant date. The I.L.P., on its 
part, is inspired with a no less sanguine spirit. 

Inthe course of their comments, many of the news- 
papers blundered with facility. For example, thus 
soliloquised the Standard :— 

“The Independent Labour Party could boast in its Conference of 
one Member of Parliament—J. Keir Hardie,—and one candidate— 
J. R. Macdonald, not an imposing ideal.” 

Perhaps not, but it happened to be neither the ideal 
nor the fact of the case. True, the report which 
appeared in the Standard did actually state that J. Keir 
Hardie and J. R. Macdonald were upon the platform; 
but the Standard ought by this time to be chary of 
founding editorial sarcasms upon the accuracy of the 
reports which it receives into its columns. There were, 
we may inform the Standard, not one but four 
Parliamentary candidates present at the Conference, 


viz.: J. R. Macdonald, Councillor Snowden, Alderman 


Jowett, and Councillor Parker, and these four candidates 
polled respectively 4,164, 7,096, 4,949, and 3,276 votes. 
The matter of whether there were one or four Parlia- 
mentary candidates at the Conference is, of course, a 
quite unimportant point, but we have instanced the 
Standard misstatement as illustrative of the easy habit of 


The “ Manchester Guardian” Article. 


In fine contrast to the majority of Press comments 
stands out the Manchester Guardian editorial of April 1oth, 
which, we regret, we cannot print in full. This news- 
paper has, perhaps, above all other daily journals in the 
country maintained, not only during the present war 
period but for many years, an attitude of great fairness 
of view and a habit of courtesy of speech towards 
almost every question and every movement relating to 
the religious, political, and social progress of the nation. 
For this reason alone, the comments of the Manchester 
Guardian upon our Party are worthy of respectful 
attention. Its remarks have another and even more 
important interest to us. They place before us in 
careful phrase a conception of the respective forces and 
aims of Liberalism and Socialism which expresses we 
believe the view held by a large section of thoughtful 
observers of recent political change—a section we may 
add which includes many who accept, as well as many 
who reject, the final aims of Socialism. 018924 


In the eyes of the Manchester Guardian Liberalism and 


Socialism are only antagonistic in so far as the principles 
of each are pressed to their most divergent and impossible 
extremes. In so far as they seek to deal with questions 
of practical social reform they are, though separated, 


The Young Socialist. 


‘ A MAGAZINE OF LOVE AND SERVICE. 
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FORWARD! 


‘‘ Forward! the day is breaking, 
P Earth shall be dark no more; 
Millions of men are waking 
On every sea and shore. 
With trumpets and with banners 
The world is moving on; 
The air rings with hosannas, 
The field is fought and won.” 


My Dear SociaLisT CHILDREN, | 

We must go forward. Standing still is not for 
us who have ‘such a long way to go, and so powerful an enemy 
to meet. We must go forward; and, our enemy being twofold, 
our march also must be twofold. It is unbrotherliness that is 
our enemy. There are other enemies that come against us, but 
almost all of them are of kin with this one. Unbrotherliness, 
both within ourselves and in the world, is the great enemy that 
we are to move against and make war upon. Our march against — 
the enemy within will have to be made alone, or largely so. 
Friends will meet us by the way with words of cheer and offers 


_____.of refreshment, but the darkest hours, the bleakest places must 


— 


be passed with no friend near. Friends will buckle on our 
armour and make us ready for the fight, but when we close with 
the foe they can only look on with sympathetic eye. But 
courage, young hearts! On this journey, whether on other 
journeys, we are sure to reach our goal. In this fight, whether 
in other fights, victory is sure. Here we bear a charmed life. 
No torrent can drown us, no bog can swallow us; and our enemy, 
when we meet him, although he may annoy and wound, cannot 
in the end destroy us. The enterprise in which we can have 
least outward aid is that in which we are most certain of success. 
There is none of us who struggles faithfully against the 
unbrotherliness in his own heart who will not ere long break its 
power, and—mark these words—there is none of us who is not 
pledged to this struggle, this conquest, who has the right to call 
himself a Socialist in the full sense of the term. We must go 
forward, then, and the foremost banner under which we march 
and fight is to be brotherliness of character. 

But we have not only .an evil in our own hearts to cope 
with; we have the same evil to cope with as we find it existing 
in the world. How this outward evil looks and acts will be 
described to you by your parents and teachers and in this maga- 
zine from time to time. In our attack upon it, however, we are 
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not to be alone, as in the former case; here we can go in twos 
and threes, we can go in little groups, in goodly companies, in 

vast hosts, voice answering to voice, eye looking back to eye, 

heart beating in tune with heart. But 1 cannot promise you as 
great success now as before. The enemy is too mighty, too 
widespread to be beaten as we would like. But we can do 
much, we will do much, because our hearts are brave and united. 

What is the first thing, then, that we ought to do in entering 
upon our campaign? Well, the first thing, I think, that we 
ought to dois to muster as large an army as possible of young 

soldiers of our cause, the high and holy cause of human brother- 

hood. Thisis already being done in our Socialist Sunday-schools. 
Here our young soldiers are being trained for their noble, and’ 
peaceful warfare. Now, we must do all we can to enlarge and 

improve the schools we have, but, while doing so, we must also 
be active in forming new ones. In the latter respect we have 
been standing still fora while. This is the first year of the new 

century ; let us make a forward movement worthy of it. Iam 

sure many new schools might presently be started. Take Glas- 

gow—it has already done well, but it can do still better. It has 

been wise not to go too fast, but to build up its schools and its 

organisation generally. Has not the time now come, however, 

when it ought again to take up its oars and push rapidly on- 

ward? It has now six schools; I hope to be present ere long 

at a fine meeting with ten schools and a thousand children. 

(There must be a good cup of tea going that night—not Lipton’s.) 

St. Rollox, Anderston, and either Calton or Camlachie ought to 
be taken in hand forthwith ; and the South Side, instead of having 

only one school as now, should have four, the other three being” ~ he 
in Govan, Kinning Park and Hutchesontown. As to the teachers, 
that should form no difficulty. Alfred Russell, who is doing 
excellent work as secretary of the S.S.S. Uuion, could be relieved 
of some of it that he might take a school. Dugald and Mrs. 
Campbell ought to bethink them whether the time has not come 
for them to don the shining armour of this high emprise. 
They are both well qualified. Andrew Bulloch has made College 
School a fine success; could not someone be found to take his 
place and let him go elsewhere? I know he is ready to go any- 
where in the spirit of the pioneer. | 


‘‘ Swift spring to your places, Pioneers, O Pioneers.” 


And there is a gentle lady beloved of all who might be persuaded. 
to again pilot a school through its first stage, although I am 
doubtful. And there are others. The children’s cause in 
Glasgow is happy in the possession of a band of capable and 
devoted servants, both men and women. . In the North of 
England the state of matters is not satisfactory. Bradford, 
Halifax and Huddersfield have each a school, but a number of — 
large towns, such as Liverpool, Birmingham, Manchester, 
Sheffield and others have not a single school within their borders. 
There are several Labour Churches in the north that are without 
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schools. This: must not continue. At the forthcoming Con- 
ference let the schools mentioned awake to their opportunities 
and responsibilities. And may I suggest that a conference be 
held at Liverpool next Easter during the I.L.P. Conference? 
London is still almost virgin soil for our movement, but the 
plough will soon be at work breaking up the hard soil and making 
it ready for the seed. 

Our young soldiers, then, are being enrolled in our Sunday 
Schools; but there are places where there are not likely to be 
schools and there are also Socialist children who are not likely 
to join our schools. Could we not have a wider organisation ? 
Even in a very small town a group of children might be brought 
together now and again for social purposes. Is not the ideal 
a *“‘ Socialist Children’s League, National and International ’’ ? 

Now here is a letter from one you know. He deserves well 
of you; and history, mentioning his name, will say that he saw 
far and deserved well of his country.. 


House of Commons, April 13, IQOI. 


DEAR CruSADERS,—Uncle Archie has asked me to write you a few 

lines which are to be printed in the Youna Sociatist, and I do so 

ladly. 
From my window I can see the green fields on which the little | 
lambkins are sporting and playing. The red and black and white 
currant bushes and the cherry and apple trees in the garden are 
beginning to bud, and if John Frost doesn’t come to nip the buds they 
will keep on growing until in a few months they will have turned into 
ripe fruit. On the tall pine tree down near the water edge a bonny 
blackbird is singing his best, whilst big Roy, the dog, is stretched out at 
full length watching the sparrows as_they steal the hens’ food, and 
then gather bits of straw to build their nests with. By-and-bye there 
will be eggs in the nests, and then the young birds will come and their 
parents will sing to them and feed them all day long. 

Everything here in the country. at this season of the year is telling 
of plenty, and beauty, and joy. And we want your lives also to be- 
full of beauty and joy. For if the birds can be happy and the flowers 
beautiful then the lives of men and women and boys and girls should 
be thesame. And they would be the same if only we would all love 
each other, and not be selfish and greedy. Greed and selfishness are 
the two great curses which make our lives so sad and bad; and love 
and truth are the weapons with which we must fight selfish greed. 

For if each boy and each girl grows up into a true and loving 
man or woman then we will have Socialism and all will be happy. 

Now, Crusaders, there is something to live for. Be kind and true 
and everything else will comeright. 

With every good wish for your future, I am, yours affectionately, 


J. Keir Harvie. 


That letter is dated ‘‘ House of Commons,” but I am sure it 
was not written there. No green fields are there with little 
lambkins sporting and playing. I know where it was written. 
It was away in Bonnie Scotland, in Ayrshire, ‘ where Lugar 
flows,” in a country-side rich with memories of Covenanters 
and martyrs, from whom J. K. H. is himself descended, proud 
of his descent. 
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OUR SCHOOLS. 


It puzzles me to know how I am to get in here all the pick- 
ings I would like to get in. The London Socialist children are 
to hold Labour Day with the grown-ups at the Crystal Palace 
on May 1. They are to do a Maypole dance and the Battersea 
school is to perform an operetta “ Lazyland.” Halifax school 
is holding May Sunday. Inthe morning there is to bea suit- 
able lesson, in the afternoon the children take part in the pro- 
cession to Shibden Park. The youngest ones go in waggons 
headed by a brass band, the school banner flying. A cricket 
club and gymnasium are being formed. Huddersfield school is 
rehearsing for its anniversary in June. The “ Big Chief”’ is to 
be the speaker. Rutherglen school has had this winter monthly 
lectures under the joint auspices of the school and the I.L.P., 
with results satisfactory to both bodies. ‘Our school is pro- 
gressing nicely. Hada splendid turn-out last Sunday.” Paisley 
school held its second annual “At Home” on March 22. A 
local paper gives a report six inches long—‘ in every respect the 
entertainment was a success.”” Glasgow South Side has elected 
new president, George Neil, and secretary, Jenny Watt. Saturday 
«At Homes” closed for season; ‘‘a decided success under Jeanie 
Sharp,” which does not surprise me. Summer rambles are to 
_ begin, with lessons on botany. Glasgow Central reminds me it 
is a year since I bade them good-bye, quoting my last text. The 


same text is gucted in—a—post-card that comes from the foot of _ 


the Ochil Hills, “ Love not pleasure; love the good. This is 
the Everlasting Yea, wherein whoso walks and works it is well. 
with him.” The Glasgow schools will take part in the demon- 
stration on the Green on May Sunday. ‘‘ We will march from 
meeting-place of Central school with banners flying and will 
have a separate platform.” ‘The second of a series of meetings 
of grown-ups from all the schools was held on April 14. A 
paper was read by John Searson, of which more again. J. Bruce 
Glasier, President I.L.P., writes:—‘‘I need not say that I 
greatly appreciate the work that the Schools are doing, and have 
great hopes of them becoming an important means of civilising 
the education of the children. In the course of the discussion 
upon Miss McMillan’s paper on the Education of Children at 
the Elected Persons’ Conference, frequent reference was made 
to the Socialist Sunday-schools.”’ | 


Yours affectionately, 


UNCLE ARCHIE. 
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yet complementary forces, and each must suffer by any 
implacable political estrangement of their supporters. 

We cannot attempt in this column to deal with the 
Guardian article as it deserves. We must plead our 
innumerable statements of our position and aim as a 
Party in justification ot the position which the I.L.P. 
has assumed. Historically, we would claim that the 
Socialist movement is not so much a complementary one 
to Liberalism, as the successor of Liberalism. It is the 
only Liberalism, if we may for the moment borrow the 
term, that bears a mission or hope of any achievement 
deserving of the efforts of men who wish to see civilisation 
made a worthy realisation of our present moral, and 
intellectual ideals, and our present social and industrial 
opportunities. 


Socialist Resolution in Parliament. 


We congratulate J. Keir Hardie, M.P., alike on the 
terms of the resolution, and the matter of the speech in 
which he submitted the proposition of Socialism (for the 
first time in history) to the British House of Commons, 
on April 23rd. It was not until 11-35 in the evening 
that he was called upon by the Speaker to move his 
resolution, and, by the 12 o’clock rule, the debate was 
bound to stand adjourned at midnight. This was short 
shrift indeed, and we can well imagine our comrade’s 
perplexity at having to decide what to do and what to 
say in such a small corner of time. As it was he appears 
to have pitched his speech in the right note to enlist the 
attention of the House, and his rapid but thoughtful 
survey of the industrial plight of the nation formed 


————justthe line of introduction that gave appropriateness to 


the resolution itself. Mr. Balfour and John Morley we are 
told seemed specially interested inthe speech, and the Irish 
members applauded its points cordially. “There was a 
remarkably good and attentive House at the time, and 
but for the finger of the clock there would in all 
probability have been a most interesting discussion. 
Richard Bell, M.P., the railwaymen’s representative, 
formally seconded the resolution, after which the debate 
was adjourned. 


Branches in those constituencies where it is proposed 
to run I.L.P. candidates at the next General Election 
had better be getting their election gear in order. It is 
not improbable that the three years’ lease of life which 
pessimists allowed the present Government may be cut 
short by a half. There are, indeed, not wanting signs 
that we may see the resignation of the Government 
within the present year. A resignation of the Ministry 
would not necessarily involve the immediate dissolution 
of Parliament, but it would be a highly probable sequel 
to such an event. 


Had the resolutions, referring to public affairs, of the 
Scottish Trades’ Union Congress, which has just been 
held at Paisley, reflected the views of the ordinary 
Liberal or Tory politicians, no doubt considerable 


prominence would have been given to those pronounce- 

ments. As it is, little or no notice was taken of the 

proceedings of the Congress outside the Scottish Press. 

It is important, therefore, for Socialists to note that at 

this Congress, attended by 100 delegates representing 

the leading Scottish Trade Unions, resolutions virtually 

endorsing the principles and policy of the political © 
Socialist movement were carried by great majorities. 


In particular, it should be noted that the following 
Socialist resolution was carried by 66 to 8 votes :— 
‘That, in the opinion of the Congress the workers 
cannot obtain the full value of their labour and avoid 
strikes until the land, mines, minerals, railways, railway 
machinery, industrial capital, and all conditions essential 
to production and distribution are owned and controlled 
by the State for the people, and as the best means of 
obtaining these great objects the Congress urges upon all 
Trade Unions the necessity of using the power of their 
societies to secure direct and adequate representation of 
labour in Parliament and all other public bodies.” 

Also, a resolution concerning the South African War, 
of which the following are the terms, was carried, 42 
voting for it and 22 against:—‘‘That no settlement of 
the South African difficulty can be permanent or 
satisfactory that does not guarantee to the people of these 
territories the right of self-government.” Although the 
wording of the resolution is not expressly against 
annexation, we are left in no doubt by the tone of the 
speeches of its supporters, that it was directed against 
the repression of the two Republics. 
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Thursday April 25th was a high day or evening for the 
discussion of Railwaymen’s interests in Parliament. 
The occasion was the consideration of the Great Eastern 
Railway Bill as amended. Keir Hardie, M.P., moved, 
and Richard Bell, M.P., seconded the rejection of Clause 
27, which deals wlth the establishment of a Provident 
Society. A vigorous discussion followed, in the course 
of which Keir Hardie had repeatedly to rise and correct 
his critics. Eventually Hardie’s amendment was 
rejected by 213 to 138. On the following Tuesday, 
however, the whole Bill was thrown out, chiefly on the 
ground that the Company were neglecting to make 
provision for the re-housing of the working-class 
displaced by the Company’s operations. A very excellent 
precedent. 


‘Slaves cannot live in England.’ Nay, that boast 

Is but a mockery: when from coast to coast, 

Though fettered slaves be none, our floors and soil 

Groan underneath a weight of slavish toil. 

For the poor many, measured out by rules 

Fetched with cupidity from heartless schools, 

That to an idol, falsely called ‘The Wealth 

Of Nations,’ sacrifice a people’s health, 

Body, and Mind, and Soul; a thirst so keen 

That ever urges on the vast machine 

Ot sleepless labour, ‘mid whose dizzy wheels 

The power least prized is that which thinks and feels. 
WILLIAM WoRDSWORTH 


—— 
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NEWS. 


The First Socialist Mission. 


After the hearty approval given to the new Propaganda Scheme 
by the Leicester Conference, the N.A.C. felt that steps should be 
taken to bring the scheme more prominently before the movement 
and the public generally. Accordingly, at the Council Meeting 
immediately after the Conference, it was decided to conduct a Trial 
Mission in one of the industrial centres, so that friends and foes 
alike might clearly see what kind of work was to be undertaken 
under the Scheme and might have their interest aroused. For 
various reasons, which it is unnecessary to detail, Preston was 
selected as the venue. It was feared that the weather might prove 
unpropitious for indoor meetings, but, on the other hand, a later 
period in the summer would undoubtedly be more unfavourable, 
and it was recognised that Labour Day was not a bad date upon 
which to inaugurate the new movement. 

The local comrades received the offer of a five days’ Mission with 
acclamation, and immediately organised themselves in a sensible 
manner to make it a success. A captain was appointed for each of 
the twelve wards, and they gathered round themselves bands of 
workers to work systematically their respective areas. A large 
quantity of I.L.P. and anti-war leaflets was sent down from the 
head office, and these were made up into packets, two or three 
different leaflets (together with a handbill advertising all the meet- 
ings) to a packet, and it speaks well for the energy and enthusiasm 
of the Preston members that about 18,000 of these bundles were 
delivered in a little over two days. They were not put through 
letter boxes or pushed under doors. The people were called to 
their doors, and the packets were handed to them. About 90 per 
cent. of the houses in the town were so visited. This wholesale 
delivery of literature excited much interest, and quite apart from 
the meetings should produce good results. 

Meanwhile extensive advertising was being done in the local 
papers, and three large posters were put on the walls. The first 
was a mysterious announcement that a Socialist Mission was to be 
held in the town on May ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th, and this roused 
the curiosity of the good people, who wondered what on earth it all 
meant. The second gave the names of the speakers, including J. 
Keir Hardie, M.P., Philip Snowden, John Hodge, A. E. Fletcher, 
J Bruce Glasier, Pete Curran, Mrs. Glasier, Mrs. Pankhurst, S. D. 
Shallard, James Parker, and John Penny. The third gave full 
details aS to times and places-of the meetings. Posters were also 
put up in the neighbouring towns and villages. The several 
placards in various colours all being on the walls together in 
Preston for the last few days made it quite impossible for anyone 
with eyes not to realise that a big attack was being made on the 
town. 

On Saturday, April 27th, S. D. Shallard and John Penny arrived 
in Preston to take charge of the final arrangements. Two capital 
preliminary meetings were held on the Sunday, at which they both 
spoke, and swelled the growing tide of interest. 

On Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, a brass band was sent 
round the town accompanied by a cart, on which were placed enor- 
mous placards calling attention to the meetings. Volunteer bill 
distributors went along with the band and delivered leaflets to the 
thousands of people who hurried from the by-streets to see what 
was the matter. 

The speakers on Wednesday were Keir Hardie and John Hodge, 
the chair being occupied by John Penny. On Thursday, S. D. 
Shallard was the chairman, and James Parker, Emile Vinck, and 
Mrs. Glasier were the speakers. Emile Vinck came down specially 
to take the place of A. E. Fletcher, and he delighted the audience 
with his quaint but forcible illustrations. The Preston workers 
seemed to get a real insight into the international character of our 
movement, and accorded him a hearty reception. On Friday, the 
speakers were J. Bruce Glasier, Pete Curran and Philip Snowden. 
Despite the almost tropical heat, the attendances at these meetings 
were large, and it would be difficult to find words to describe 
properly the enthusiasm which prevailed. 

On Saturday afternoon two open-air meetings were held, one on 
the Moor and the other in the slums, at which James Parker and 
John Penny were the speakers, F. Ogle, of the Preston branch, 
taking the chair on both occasions. In the evening there was a 
tea, concert, and dance in the I.L.P. rooms which were packed 
almost to suffocation point. ‘‘ Dangle’ arrived from the Isle of 
Man and had a great reception. 

On Sunday the speakers were Keir Hardie and Mrs. Pankhurst. 
A. Collis, of Preston, presided in the afternoon over an immense 
meeting on the Market Place, while John Penny was chairman over 
a similar gathering in the evening. At the latter ,meeting there 


were loud and repeated calls for ‘‘Dangle” which he was unable to 
refuse, and he delivered a characteristic oration. 

Preston comrades are deserving of the highest commendation for 
the way in which they worked for the success of the Mission. 
Leaflet distributors, literature-sellers, collectors, and speakers 
carried through their respective tasks with ability and enthusiasm. 
There was not a hitch from start to finish, and the business-like 
methods at the meetings must have made an impression on the 
business men of the town that the Socialists knew how to do some 
things well. The women members worked equally with the men, 
and even the children performed many useful services with evident 
enjoyment. 

A special word is due to the choir. The members, numbering 
about fifty, turned up promptly at the meetings, and under the 
conductorship of Mr. J, Brady, rendered glees and part-songs in a 
way which delighted the audience, and gave a splendid tone to the 
proceedings. 

The local press gave us considerable attention, leading articles 
and reports of varying length. One paper gave a column alone to 
Snowden’s Friday night’s speech: The Lancashire Daily Post gave 
good reports each evening,—a column report of Wednesday’s 
meeting, aud another quarter column containing an explanation and 
retraction of an inaccurate statement concerning Hardie made by 
the paper’s London Correspondent. This paper also devoted 
a friendly leading article to the Mission, the point of which was 
that the Socialist in the valuable capacity of Agitator is giving way 
to the Socialist in the yet more valuable capacity of Statesman. 

The Mission in Preston has been a success. The members and 
speakers proved to the public that they had a cause at heart and a 
message to deliver, and the public, which is always impressed by 
sincerity, recognises that one party at least stands for righteousness 
in all social and political affairs. The Mission must be repeated in 
every other industrial centre. The workers, the speakers, and the 
enthusiasm are at our disposal. Let us have the funds, and the 
indifference, the apathy and selfishness of the British workers shall 
be swept away like clouds before the rising sun. 


Obituary. 


THE LATE: PAUL “BLAND 


Paul Bland, one of the early band of Socialists in Bradford, and 


one to whom the success of the I.L.P. in Bradford was largely 
due, died on April 12th, at the age of 46. He was unexcelled, 
perhaps, in the movement as a constant and most tactful active 
worker, and was ever relied upon as one of the leading organisers 
at election times. On at least two occasions he was a municipal 
candidate of the Party, and polled very large votes. During the 
past two years he chiefly devoted himself to organising the Gas 
Workers’ Union in the neighbourhood, in which work he was 
exceedingly successful. His funeral was largely attended by trades 
unionists and Socialists, and a funeral address in connection with 
his interment was given by the Rev. R. Roberts in the Labour 
Church on Sunday, April 21st. He leaves a wife and several of a 
family, in whose behalf the Trades Council is, we understand, 
raising a fund. His work forms an altogether important part of the 
achievement of the Bradford Socialist and Labour movement, and 
his death is widely and deeply regretted. 


THE LATE WILLIAM ROBBIE. 


William Robbie, the veteran Tyneside Socialist and reformer was 
buried at Heaton Cemetery on April oth. During life he had 
persistently striven to live up to his own high ideals, and had been 
equally earnest and equally courageous in attempting to realise 
them for others less fortunate than himself. His generally fine 
character had endeared him to many, and a remarkably large 
number of these had thought it fitting to pay a last tribute to his 
memory by attending the obsequies. These included (relatives 
apart) members of the Sons of Temperance, the Newcastle branch 
of the Independent Labour Party. and the amalgamated Society of 
Engineers, to which organisation deceased had belonged, and which 
he had strenuously supported. There were some hundreds present, 
and the procession, for most came on foot, was far-reaching indeed. 
The ceremony of committing the dead to the earth was performed 
by the Rev. W. E. Moll, of St. Philips’s Church, who was 
accompanied by his two curates. A unanimous resolution of respect 
for our deceased comrade and sympathy with his relatives was. 
passed by the Annual Conference at Leicester, 
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West Riding ......... Ce Ceartsides ..5.4-qnastes Re-elected ... Unopposed evening following the debate, for the purpose of trying to improve 
his position, and assailing that of his opponent in his opponent’s 
ELECTIVE AUDITORS. absence. 
Ashton-under-Lyne W. P. Lodge ............ Re-elected ... Unopposed 
PLEstOM 2... <decosseees Ogle rei seeksesesssudaeeces Not elected... 193 CITY BRANCH PAMPHLETS. 
Salone weseyetenee +s sss Wis ELUNE Ce ocesmelosse<nto Re-elected ... Unopposed a5 te 
No. 1.—The Independent Labour Party : What it is, 
PARISH COUNCILS. and where it stands. One Penny. 
Alverston  ......seeeee J. Peer wnawalvsaczers Not elected... Z No. 2.—Labour Laws for Women: Their reason and 
‘oth Pe re (lppWalSh consersectseescs et hee Unopposed their results (3rd E dition) - One Penny. 
Great Baddow ...... W. Harper ........s00000 Not elected... 24 No. 3.—Imperialism : Its meaning and its tendency. 
JeiBVell en' = Be opoupeeceeeee Wiig Wiig AES one Spaaooacoate Oss ieen cece <4 One Penny. 
Limpsfield. ............ Bes GLeen ya ccnceesss (Cpiina. eeringotec Note : “4 a : : 
Mangotsfield ......... Tes CONV Dears. <:..0x.-ss Elected <i. o. 4.—CLommercialism an Child Labour: An 
2 ae PoE hairohe series. yok eens indictment and some remedies. One Penny. 
RURAL DISTRICT COUNCILS. No. 5.—William Morris. ‘ By ip Ww. MackaliL, Author 
Guesborough ......... J. B. Stubbs ............ Gra ecceee ee Unopposed of the Life of William Morns. One Penny. 
-Great Baddow ...... Wie Ag pee Wie, .t.--.20ss Not elected... 10 Crammed with facts; useful for propaganda ; invaluable 
Redwick G. Williams 19 to student = 
enesbsuresccaae A eeecneccnncs a eve 0 students. 
Thornbury .......0.-++ E. Cullimore .....s+.00 


ae Re ere J. H. Alpass ....scsees Re-elected ... Unopposed LL.P, Office, 53, Fleet Street, London, E.C. 


8 L.Tap, NEWS: 


MONTHLY REPORT FROM HEAD OFFICE, 


APRIL, Igor. 


7o Branches paid Fees in April. 


57 ¥ sent reports without fees. 
14 MS pay fees quarterly. 
55 » sent neither fees nor reports. 


The income of the Head Office during April was :— 


Affiliation Fees £12 16 oO 
National Branch ... eee bee 0 10 0 
Leicester Conference Ae ae ZTE O 
Cash Sales eu ae fos Does 
Propaganda Fund ... er shy 5 O20 
Debt Fund ay, sis ad Oo .13.9 
Sundries ... 7 9 I0% 

£80 13 oF 


The Branch Report Sheet for April must be 
posted on or before the 25th inst. Report Sheets 
may be obtained from the Head Office. 


Constitution.—Copies of the Constitution of the Party may be 
obtained from Head Office, price Fourpence per dozen, post free. 
Pence Cards are supplied at the same price. Samples on applica- 
tion. 


NaTIonAL Brancu.—The National Branch of the I.L.P. is open 
to Socialists who endorse the objects and methods of the Party, 
but who are unable, through geographical or other difficulties, to 
join a local Branch. Members of the National Branch receive 
capies of all the official publications of the Party. Subscriptions 
for the year 1901 are now due, and should be sent to the Head 
Office. The amount of subscription is left to the discretion of the 
member. 


Our ELEcTED PEeRsons.—We are at all times glad to hear what 
ye ee i blic bodies ar ing If comrades will supply 


us with reports or marked copies of newspapers containing records 
of their work, we shall be very greatly obliged. 


UNATTACHED SYMPATHISERS.—Branches are recommended to 
prepare lists of known sympathisers in their districts. Such people 
should be asked to subscribe to the funds of the Party if they can- 
not see their way to become members. A printed form of invitation 
may be obtained from the Head Office, price 1s. 6d. per 100, post 
free. 


New BRANCHES. 


New Cumnocx—Secretary, John Sloan, Afton Bridgend, New 
Cumnock. 

TantopiE—Secretary, John Jeffrey, 1, Unity Terrace, Tantobie, 
R.S.O., Durham. : 


New SECRETARIES. 


Dersy—A. Jackson, 38, Normanton Road, Derby. 

- Finspury—Francis Johnson, 5, Woodbridge Street, Clerkenwell. 
Preston—C. F. Jackson, 23, South Meadow Lane, Preston. 
SPEN VALLEY S.S.—W. Fairburn, Quarry Road, Millbridge, 

Liversedge. 
TotrENHAM—C. E. Brown, 13, Collingwood Road, Clyde Road, 
Tottenham. 


Branch Fees and Reports. 


The following Branches paid Fees in April :— 


Arbroath 2s. 6d., Ayr 1s. 3d., Ayrshire Central 5s., Barnsley 
7s. to4d., Bedlinog 5s. 6d., Birmingham West 3s., Blackburn 6s. 3d., 
Bolton 5s., Bootle 3s. 7d., Brechin 1s. 6d., Bromley 1s. 7d., Cam- 
lachie 5s., Carnoustie 7d., ee 3s. 6d., Clydebank 5s., Consett 
2s. 6d., Crook 2s. 6d., Dalserf Lanward paid, Darlington 2s. 6d., 


Dowlais 3s. 4d., East Ham 1s. 4d., Edinburgh 17s. 8d., Failsworth 
5s., Farnworth 5s., Farsley 2s. 1d., Finsbury 2s. 6d., Gillingham 
1s. 2d., Glossop 3s., Gloucester 2s. 4d., Gloucestershire South 2s. 6d., ° 
Hawick 1s. 6d., Hexham 6d., Holbeck 1s. 2d., Huddersfield 
£1 9s. 2d., Kensington North 1s. 6d., Kilmarnock 2s. 6d., Langley 
Mill 2s. 6d., Lesmahagow 1s., Littleborough 2s. 6d., Liverpool 
7s.6d., London City 5s., Mexborough 1s. 3d., Middlesbrough 3s. 4d., 
Milnsbridge paid, Motherwell 1s. 8d., New Marske 1s. 6d., Norwich 
4s. 6d., Nottingham 6s., Oldham S.S. 2s., Paisley 8s. 4d., Pendle- 
bury 4s. 6d., Pontypridd 1s. 1d., Portsmouth 2s. 6d., Rishton 1s. 6d., 
Rotherham 3s., St. Helens S.S. 2s. 6d., Salford North 4s. 2d., 
Salford West 3s. 4d., Shildon 1s. 8d., South Shields 2s. 6d., Sowerby 
6s., Stockton 4s. 2d., Sunderland 15s., Sutton-in-Ashfield 1od., 
Tantobie 1od., Thornaby 1s., Tottenham rs. 6d., Warrington 3s. 6d., 
Wolverhampton 5s., Ystalyfera 1s. (70) 


The following Branches sent Reports without Fees :— 

Abertillery, Annfield Plain, Ashton, Bermondsey, Birkenhead, 
W. Birmingham, Bordesley, Bradford, Bridgeton, Cheltenham, ~ 
Cleckheaton, Crosskeys, Darwen, Derby, Fulham, Gateshead, 
Glasgow City, Govan, Grantham, Hackney, Halifax, Hartlepool, 
Hollinwood, Horwich, Hull, E Hunslet, Hutchinsontown, Keighley, 
Kettering, Leeds C., Leeds N., Leicester, Longwood, Lye, Mac- 
sycwmmer, Manchester, Merthyr Vale, Newcastle, New Cumnock, 
Ossett, Oswestry, Penydarren, Preston, Rochdale, Rothwell, 
Rutherglen, St. Pancras, Shrewsbury S.S., Southampton, Spen 
Valley, Stockport, Wellington S.S., N. West Ham, S. West Ham, 
Woolwich, Yarmouth, Yeadon. (57) 


The following Branches pay Fees Quarterly :— 

Armley, Attercliffe, Barrow, Brighouse, Colne Valley, Crewe, 
Felling, Long Eaton, Nelson, Openshaw, St. Rollox, West Bromwich, 
Workington, York. (14) 


The following Branches sent neither Reports nor Fees :— 

Aston, Berkeley, Blantyre, Burslem, Bury, Cardiff, Chester, 
Chesterfield College, Cowdenheath, Cowling, Crosshills, Doncaster, 
Dudley, Dundee, Earlestown, Elland, Eccles, Greenwich, Grimsby, 
Heckmondwike, Hyde, Inverness, Kirriemuir, Leith, Limehouse, 
Macclesfield, Mansfield, Middleton, Montrose, Mossley, Mussel- 
burgh, Newport, Normanton, Oakengates, Oakworth, Oldham C., 
Partick, Peckham, Pudsey, Spen Colliery, Spennymoor, Stalybridge, 
Stewarton, Stroud, Thornhill Lees, Townhill, Tradeston, Tyldesley, 
Vale of Leven, Walkden, Walsall, Wednesbury, Werneth, Wishaw. 


(55) 
OTHER CASH RECEIVED IN APRIL. 


Leicester Conference: Delegates’ Fees.—Roth- 
well £1 5s., Brighouse £1 5s., Horwich £1 5s., Huddersfield £1 5s., 
Camlachie £1 5s., Manchester £6 5s., West Salford £1 5s., Glasgow 
City £1 5s., Portsmouth £1 5s.; Armley, Holbeck, E. Hunslet, 
Leeds C., Leeds N., £2 10s.; Preston £1 5s., Edinburgh £2 1os., 
Newcastle {1 5s., York £1 5s., Clapham £1 5s., London City £1 5s., 
Rutherglen £1 5s., Ayr Central and Ayr Burghs £2 tos., East 
Ham £: 5s., Hollinwood £1 5s., Southampton £1 5s., Spectators’ 
Tickets £2 1s., Leicester I.L.P. Donation (profit on tea, dinner, and 
concert) £5. Total £42 Is. 


Sales.—Pennydarren 7s. 6d., Manchester £1 5s. 4d., Bootle 
gs. 4d., Middlesbrough 1o$d., Leicester 15s., Brechin 1s. 6d., Derby 
4s. 8d., Clydebank 7s., Huddersfield 5s., London City 4s., Stockton 
2s. 4d., S. Gloucestershire 1s. r1d., Motherwell 1o4d., Dowlais 
3s. 1d., Consett 10$d., Edinburgh gs. od., Paisley 3s. 9d., Thornaby 
tos. Id., Hollinwood ts. 3d., West Birmingham 2s., Gillingham 
1o4d., Sowerby gs. 4d., Carnoustie 6d., Norwich 4s. 6d, Bromley 
11d., South Shields ro$d., Liverpool 13s. 7d., Bridgeton 5s. 3d., 
Tantobie 1s. 2d., Sunderland 1s, 6d., Cash Sales £4 7s. gfd. Total 
£12 2s. 5d. 


National Branch.—Mtrs. Pankhurst tos. 
Propaganda Fund.—w. Marshall £5. 


Debt Fund.—G. W. 3s. od., Littleborough I.L.P. 6s., Sauta 
Claus 6d., O. Jenkins 1s., Langley Mill I.L.P. 2s.6d. Total 13s. od. 


Sundries.—Elected Persons’ Conference £3 5s., Penrhyn 
Quarrymen Fund £3 ros. 3d., Mrs. Pankhurst 1os., J. R. M. 3s. 6d., 
A. F. 14d., W. Stevens 1s. Total £7 gs. 103d. 


JOHN PENNY, 


Printed for the 1.L.P., by A. C. LinpLEy (Trade Union Printer), 12, Albert Street, Manchester. 
Published at-the I.L.P. Offices, 53, Fleet Street, London, E.C, 
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Is Tolstoy Inconsistent ? 


By ALFRED RussEL WALLACE. 


In the June issue of the I.L.P. News, J. Bruce Glasier 
has a leading article the keynote of which is the glorious 
inconsistency of the great Russian teacher, with especial 
reference to his recent appeal to the Czar. But 
throughout the whole article I can find no proof of real 
inconsistency. Every statement of the kind only shows 
that his opinions have changed and developed during his 
whole life—as those of every independent thinker must 
change—and that his earlier acts are often opposed to 
his later opinions and beliefs. Not one fact is given to 
prove that Tolstoy has ever deliberately acted in opposi- 
tion to the principles he held at the time. Probably, 
no living individual has more earnestly sought after the 
principles which should determine conduct, and, having 
arrived at what he believes to be such guiding principles, 
has so earnestly and so unselfishly adopted them to 
regulate his own life. 

And the cne special act which is supposed to form the 
culminating point of his inconsistency—his appeal to 
the Czar—is on the contrary perfectly consistent with all 
his later teachings; and it is to me very strange that 
neither Bruce Glasier, nor other writers who have 
Xx d the samse-yiew,tiave seenthis. For, what is 
this Appeal? If carefully read it will be seen that it is 
wholly and entirely in accordance with the fundamental 
principle of anarchism—the principle that government 
by force is wholly evil and is the source of almost all the 
unhappiness and misery of humanity. In accordance 
with this great principle he urges the Czar to forbid 
certain oppressive governmental acts, to repeal some of 
the most oppressive laws, and to abolish some of the 
most unjust, cruel, and degrading punishments. In no 
one case, so far as I remember, does he ask the Czar to 
do any one thing for the people, but simply to remove 
some of the fetters with which he has bound them, to 
leave them a little more free to do things for themselves. 
And yet Bruce Glasier can so mistake this grand appeal 
as to write—‘‘ The appeal to the Czar is an appeal to the 
State, and Tolstoy in issuing it has abandoned his 
anarchism. He has abandoned the principle that we 
must look to individual conversion and sanctification of 
life as the sole means of social regeneration, and he has 
thus definitely conceded the inutility of the central precept 
of his own Tolstoyan and anti-political creed.” Here are 
strong and positive statements without any reference to 
facts in support of them, and, I venture to say, wholly 
opposed to the facts. Tolstoy advocates non-resistance, 
but he does not advocate dumb acquiescence 1n wrong. 
He maintains that the whole fabric of compulsory govern- 
ment is wrong and evil, but he never teaches that it is 
wrong even to ask the head of the State to undo some of 


its evil acts and allow the people a little opportunity to 
better their condition, to work out their own salvation. 
And he wisely limits himself to asking the repeal of a few 
only of the worst and most oppressive of the govern- 
mental acts which a just and humane man, even though 
a Czar, might be supposed to be able to see were not only 
tyrannical and cruel, but absolutely useless. Where is 
the inconsistency here? Where is the abandonment of 
principle? On the contrary, it is the appeal to pure 
anarchism. Tolstoy says, in effect,— You think re- 
pressive and penal laws are necessary. I call your 
special attention to certain enactments, official acts and 
punishments, which, on consideration, you must see to 
be quite useless, very cruel, and highly injurious. 
Abolish these, and you will find that what I say is true. 
The people will be happier and more peaceable without 
them.” If this appeal were successful—as it yet may be 
—it would bring about the first instalment—a very small 
and insignificant instalment but of vital importance as a 
matter of principle—of the abolition of government by 
force; in other words the first step towards Anarchism. 

In conclusion, I wish to say that I am a great admirer, 
though by no means a disciple, of Tolstoy. On several 
points | differ from him. He is sometimes unfair to his 
opponents, though this is usually from imperfect know- 
ledge. But ofall modern teachers he is, to my mind, the 
one against whour the Charge of inconsistency can with 
the least justice be made. 

We socialists should especially be careful in depreciat- 
ing the work of the great thinker and moralist who is 
doing more than any other living writer to expose the 
evils of all government by force, and who maintains, as 
we do, that human nature is even now good enough and 
sensible enough, by voluntary combination, to protect 
itself against evil doers and to work out its own moral 
and physical well-being. I am myself wholly opposed 
to any attempt to establish a compulsory socialism (the 
very term is self-contradictory) as to all other govern- 
ments by force, and I owe this conviction mainly to 
Tolstoy. Here, as in Russia, what we need first, is the 
repeal of bad laws, and especially of all those laws which 
either enforce or permit the existence of privileged 
classes, and of any inequality of opportunities as between 
man and man. Just in proportion as we are relieved 
from the most oppressive of the bonds and shackles 
with which our government binds our bodies and our 
minds, shall we adopt that system of voluntary co-opera- 
tion for production as well as for all other useful 
purposes which will inevitably result, by a natural 
process of development, in a true Co-operative Common- 
wealth. In all this teaching we should hail Tolstoy as 
a master, and as a co-worker with us for the salvation of 
down-trodden humanity; and we should therefore be 
especially careful to avoid any unjust criticism, or any 
depreciation of his life and work which may tend to 
diminish their influence for good. 
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It is for this reason alone that I venture to oppose my 
view to that of so good a socialist as Bruce Glasier, and 
to maintain that, among all the great moral and political 
teachers of our age, Leo Tolstoy is among the greatest, if 
not the very greatest of all, that he is the most truly 
consistent in his life and conduct, and therefore the most 
worthy of our admiration and respect. We need not 
hold him to be infallible. He should not be exempt 
from criticism. But when we do criticise we should deal 
with important matters only, and above all things we 
should avoid dwelling upon vague generalities which, 
while not affecting the great question of the truth or 
error in his main contentions, yet tend to diminish his 
influence upon the rising generation. 

A charge of almost universal inconsistency between 
his principles and his conduct, if well founded, must 
certainly have this effect, and 1 have therefore thought it 
my duty to say a few words to show, that on the main 
point, the address to the Czar, and I believe also on 
most if not all other points, the charge is an unfounded 
one. 


A Note of Explanation. 


The foregoing contribution from the pen of Alfred 
Russell Wallace adds greatly to the interest of the 
present issue of the J.L.P. News; and I need not assure 
our comrade, whose life-work as a naturalist and social 
reformer reflects so much lustre upon our Socialist 
comradeship, that any words of his will be read with 
deep interest and respect by us all. I feel doubtful, how- 
éver, if I should entice into further controversy in this 
little paper one whose iime and energy are so valuable. 
I shall, therefore, only refer to a few points in the hope 
thet the icene rcised hy my article, which Dr. Wallace 
disputes, may be made clearer between us. 

And first let me say that I acknowledge to the full the 
“himrense “genius of Tolstoy. In point of sheer mental 
capacity and moral bigness, he stands out among the 
greatest figures of the present-day world. Nor does 
the circumstance that he intuitively postures in the 
prophet-garb of humility lessen to my mind his positive 
greatness asa teacher. It is, indeed, because I recog- 
nise the inordinate persuasiveness of Tolstoy’s character 
and writings that I was tempted to write the article 
to which Dr. Wallace has, in quite kind terms, taken 
exception. Nor was it my intention to deny that Tolstoy 
has striven sincerely enough to shape his conduct into 
conformity with his creed. What I tried to do, briefly, 
rather was to show that his effort to do that was an 
impossible one, because indeed his creed itself is impos- 
sible as a practical theory of conduct in organised society. 

There may be, in the Tolstoyan sense, a kingdom of God 
within us and without us, but there is a kingdom of the 
devil within and without us, also. This kingdom of the 
devil is the kingdom of individual self, and the kingdom 
of God is the kingdom of the social self derived from 
society or social culture. It is not, therefore, by believ- 
ing that all-that he regards as good within himself is 
God that a man attains to his humanity or godlikeness, 
but by enlarging his whole self with the interest, intelli- 
gence, sympathy, and admiration aroused by association 
with his fellows without. Tolstoy’s persuasion, there- 
fore, to concern ourselves with the little acquired good 


within us is a persuasion fraught with peril of atrophy 
to our moral nature. And, indeed, we are not lacking 
evidence in our own day and our land that many 
evangelicals, Christian and Tolstoyan, speedily become . 
sadly selfish and unpleasant neighbours. _ 

That Tolstoy himself is, in the main, a highly 
socialised and humane man is, I contend;. because he is 
in himself and in his career and works not a product of 
himself or his creed, but a product of the social culture 
and social statutes of the age and the sphere in which he 
has lived. Had he been born an ignorant Russian 
peasant—not to speak of an Australian aboriginal—need- 
less to say he never would have been Leo Tolstoy. 

It is, therefore, our social habitat or environment that 
is all important ; not merely the little environment that 
we can alter with the immediate touch of our hands or 
reach of our voice—but the environment of the Nation— 
of the world itself, which we can only alter, moralise, 
and improve by national and international effort. And 
to do that most effectually we must co-operate in our 
capacity as citizens. Collective effort to alter collective 
conditions—that, as my friend, Dr. Martin, puts it, is 
the sum of all social progress. And that is political 
action. ; 

It is through the State, which is our collective selves 
—not through our isolated individual selves—that the 
State, which is all of us, can be saved. 

This Tolstoy has realised, despite his anarchism; 
hence his appeal to the State. Nor does it essentially 
matter whether he appeals to members of heads of the 
State as individuals. so long as he appeals to the State 
or society at all. Nor, further, does it matter whether 
he appeals only to the negative power of the State — 
asking the State merely to cease to act wrongfully by 
abolishing bad laws or privileges, or whether he appeal; 
to the positive power of the State to make good laws. 
For every negative action involves a positive one. Thou 
shalt not be unjusts.ed-thou-s4c/t_be just, are one anc 
the same. The very giving and allowing of national 
freedom of any kind institutes a State law. 7. 

I hope I have made clear to Dr. Wallace that speaking 
of Tolstoy’s inconsistency I was making “no railing 
accusation” against him. 


J. Bruce Gtasigr. 


PROFITS EXCEED CAPITAL. 


The seventh ordinary general meeting of J. Lyons & Co., Ltd., 
was held at the Trocadero Restaurant, London, on June 6th, under 
the presidency of Mr. Joseph Lyons, who said they would be able 
to form some idea of the gigantic turnover of the company when 
they saw that the gross profits for the year amounted to the sum of 
4297,435, and when they took into consideration the fact that the 
paid-up capital was £270,000, they would agree that on a moderate 
tariff such as theirs to arrive at a gross profit so much in excess of 
the capital spoke volumes for the possibilities of the business, The 
board had already distributed an interim dividend at the rate of 224 
per cent. per annum, and they recommended to-day a final dividend 
at the rate of 30 per cent. per annum for the last half-year. 


For, after all, a railway, school board, rise in the world, athletic 
sports, in which professionals contend for gate money, cricket and 
polo, gin, beer, and fun, with snobbism and cads, a ‘‘smart set,” 
interest in the welfare of mankind, nice taste in literature, with 
strainings at the circulating library for the first reading of ‘‘ Red 
Porridge” and the like, do not exactly constitute a life. And so it 
seems to me that the introduction of our northern life, our railways, 
steamboats, cotton mills, and class distinctions, comes but as a curse 
to those whose lives nature intended to progress upon other paths.— 
R. B. Cunninghame-Graham, in the Saturday Review. 
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A Socialist Eirenicon to the 
Temperance Party. 


Philip Snowden’s frequent platform encounters with 
the Temperance Party have evidently not soured his 
spirit or hardened his heart against Temperance reform- 
ers or their aims. In Democracy for June 8th he writes 
what must be regarded as a very generous and, we 
might add, a bold pronouncement in favour of the Tem- 
perance agitation. The next popular agitation, he de- 
clares, will be for Temperance reform. He observes signs 
that as soon as attention is diverted from South Africa 
the temperance organisations will put forth a supreme 
effort to carry Lord Peel’s recommendations. He is 
doubtful, however, whether if left to the Temperance 
Party and their Liberal-sympathisers in Parliament even 
these moderate reforms will be carried. ‘‘It is to be 
hoped,” he says, 


that, taught by experience, advantage will be taken of the coming 
periodic agitation for temperance reform to concentrate all sym- 
pathetic opinion, and endeavour to secure such legislation as, when 
carried out, will do all that direct legislation can do to lessen the 
appalling evils of intemperance. 


According to Councillor Snowden, the Temperance 
Party has a grievance against Socialists. The Socialists 
have too often insisted that there was no drink problem 
at all, that the drink evil was merely a contingent result 
of our economic conditions. The Socialist, on the other 
hand, has a grievance against the teetotaler who but 
seldom allows that there is any social problem outside 
the drink question. 

In summing up the position, Councillor Snowden 
makes the following interesting and, as some of our friends 
will no doubt think, somewhat daring statement ! 


Great efforts have been made during the past few years to join 
the Socialist, Labour, Trade Union, and Co-operative movements 
for social reform purposes. But the Temperance Party, which is 
more militant than, and quite as strong as, any of these as a 
political force, is ignored. If the social reformer wants his own 
temperance proposals carried out, he must conciliate the temperance 
party. And this can be done. The social reformer must remove 
the temperance man’s suspicion that he is a friend of publicans and 
an abettor of drunkenness. The temperance man is not so much 
opposed to municipalism as wedded to local veto. Convince him 
that local option is an integral part of the municipalisation pro- 
posals, and his opposition is removed. The two most influential 
men in the Uuited Kingdom Alliance have withdrawn their opposi- 
tion to municipalisation. I am convinced, from a very considerable 
acquaintance with public feeling on this question, that there is not 
another question on which so great a volume of public support, 
drawn from all parties, could be obtained as in favour of tentative 
experiments in the municipal control of the liquor traffic. 

We cannot expect the temperance party to give up their proposals. 
There is no need for it. They would, as has been indicated, be 
incorporated in any scheme of democratic control. But I am con- 
vinced that, if social reformers will use to the best advantage the 
opportunity which the coming boom in temperance agitation will 
give them, the aims of the temperance party and of the social 
reformers in regard to temperance reform might be realised; and 
the energies of the temperance party would be liberated for other 
reform work. The coming agitation will be that tide in the temper- 
ance movement which, if taken at the flood by the joint effort of all 
sympathetic to temperance reform, will lead to fortune. If the 
opportunity be neglected, another will be added to the long list of 
fruitless agitations, and the history of reform movements will remain 
the record of the wrecks of well-intentioned but misdirected efforts. 


The General Secretary has been visiting Norwich, where he 
addressed two large public meetings and held a conference with the 


branch on the question of the parliamentary representation of the 


city. 


Hodge and His Pastors. 


The Commonwealth is the title of a magazine, edited by 
Canon Scott Holland, and read mainly by High Church 
Anglicans who are also mildly inclined to “the higher 
criticism” and to Socialism. In some recent numbers 
there have been some striking admissions. A Mr. R. A. 
Bray, a lay member of the Anglican Church, complains 
that the clergy are not specially trained for their work, 
that they have no knowledge of philosophy, and do not 
know which of the many kinds of Christian Gospel they 
intend to teach, and that they have no opinions on mat- 
ters social, economic, and political. ‘‘The oracles are 
dumb.” They shirk the problems ofempire; ‘‘for the most 
part they are ignorant of the existence of such a thing as a 
social problem.” Their sermons ‘‘ may well be defined 
as the method of concealing from others the total absence 
of thought.” Canon Scott Holland takes up the depress- 
ing tale, and confesses that the church is “sterile of 
great characters,” that the tyrannous power of landlords 
and brewers keeps growing, and that the English 
tolerate extravagance and incompetence in the ruling 
classes, and distrust education and intellect. He quotes 
from Dismal England as to the state of the chemical 
workers. 


The Rev. Charles Marson has depicted village life in 
a series of articles lurid with unwelcome accuracy and 
realism. He shows that all the best men leave the 
villages because of the low wages, bad houses, vile food, 
and the tyranny and scorn towards the labourer on the 
part of squire and farmer. Who remain behind? The 
stupidest, tamest, timidest, the dunces. Hodge is hope- 
less. 


crows as early as possible. He will not read books or 
come to lectures. He is too cowardly to join a union. 


Clerical work is wasted upon him. He will listen oniy. 


to some hysterical evangelist, who does nothing to 
‘improve the moral tone.” ‘Every labourer is in debt 
to the village grocer.’”’ ‘‘Oursordid, covetous, debauched, 
suspicious, scowling, stupid villagers are all these things,” 
says Mr. Marson, because the omnipotent middle-class 
people have willed it so. 


Here surely Mr. Marson is a little too sweeping. 
Hodge is degraded in character because he has been 
degraded by an unjust economic system, founded and 
maintained by English landlords, and supported loyally 
and for centuries by the Anglican clergy. The Statutes 
of Labourers of King Richard II., the enclosures of 
Tudor days, the Settlement Act and laws ve wages and 
poaching, etc., existed long before the middle classes 
came into partial authority. Hodge was just as badly 
off under Protection, Anglican monopoly, and Quarter 
Sessions, as he is now under Free Trade, competing 
churches, and County Councils. Only Socialism and 
education can help him. 

J. A. FaLitows, 


Derby I.L.P. held six public meetings and joined four new mem- 
bers in June. Councillor Chaplin, of Leicester, and Councillor 
Morley, of Halifax, were among the speakers. We are glad to note 
that Tom Taylor has rejoined the branch, and that good reports of 
the meetings are given in the Derby Daily Telegraph. 11s. 6d. has 
been sent by the branch to the “Paul Bland” Fund. 


He is base, selfish, conceited, cowardly... He _ 
hates education, and wants to send his boys ‘to scare $ 
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The Next General Election. 


At the recent meeting of the Administrative Council of 
the Party held in London it was resolved to invite 
branches in which parliamentary candidatures have been 
approved to begin making preparations in view of 
another General Election. The Council therefore evi- 
dently regards the eventuality of a dissolution of Parlia- 
ment within the next twelve or eighteen months as a 
more than merely suppositionary one. Already the 
Council has had under review a preliminary list of con- 
stituencies, and has discussed the General Election 
policy of the Party. Meanwhile, the Council has 
approved the running of I.L.P. candidates in the follow- 
ing constituencies: Glasgow, Manchester, Bradford, 
Leicester, Blackburn, Halifax, Merthyr, Preston, and 
Dundee—in all of which, except Dundee, I.L.P. candida- 
tures took place at the last General Election. Dundee, 
although left uncontested by the I.L.P. in the hurry of 
the last election, has been fought by the Party on two 
previous occasions. Rochdale and Ashton, the two con- 
stituencies in which comparatively small polls were 
obtained by the Party, have been held over for further 
consideration. In addition to the above, the Council has 
marked ten other constituencies as probable fields for 


I.L.P. Parliamentary enterprise, viz.: York, Norwich, 
Wolverhampton, Paisley, Gower, Keighley, Cleveland, 
Colne Valley, and Gorton. Of these latter, Colne Valley 
was contested by the I.L.P. in 1895, and Gorton was 
contested by the I.L.P.in 1895, and by a United Labour 
candidate at the last election. The list of probable con- 
stituencies may yet be increased or diminished. 

Even at this early stage in the preparations for the 
campaign, we would venture to submit to the Party the 
importance of securing the united and loyal support of 
the entire movement for a policy of concentration of our 
forces on carefully selected constituencies, and of allow- 
ing the largest possible measure of responsibility for 
their selection to rest with the Administrative Council. 
It is, we need hardly say, of supreme importance to the 
movement that several additional 1.L.P. representatives 
should be returned at the next election to support Keir 
Hardie in his arduous but splendid efforts to voice the 
cause of the workers and the principles of Socialism in 
the parliament of the nation. 

It is pitiful to think that only one man pledged 
unequivocally to Socialism and resolute independence of 
capitalist organisations should be there to represent the 
hundreds of thousands of I.L.P. supporters in the con- 
stituencies. Is it not possible, we would ask, for the 
I.L.P. to wield in a better way than has yet been done 
the great powers it possesses in these same supporters, 
and with their aid to cleave a way through Liberal and 
Tory opposition for the admission of I.L.P. representa- 
tives into Parliament ? We think it is. We think that, 
if the Party locally and generally were more resolutely 
agreed to be guided by and to firmly support its Adminis- 
trative Council in determining finally the number and 
location of the seats to be contested, the power of each 
individual member of the Party could be brought on 
the actual day of election to bear with ten-fold weight on 
the polls. : 


In no other way, indeed, can any large victory be ours, 
By the loyalty of the Party at the last General Election 
the Administrative Council was able to so concentrate 
the funds and political forces of the Party as to achieve 
an immense increase in the votes and political influence 
of the movement. Had a different policy been adopted, 
had the branches been encouraged to engage in indis- 
criminate conflict, the results of our campaign would 
have been thoroughly depressing. There is nothing that 
chills public feeling more quickly against a movement 
than the impression that those engaged in it are mainly 


actuated by a spirit of irresponsible, self-assertive, and 
ineffectual combat. 


At next election, what with the growth and increasing 
influence of the party, and with the increasingly critical 
state of Liberal and Conservative politics, a still more 
careful and, if we may use the term, masterly disposition 
of our forces will be necessary if we are to strike effective- 
ly at whatever opposition obstructs our way. It is 
incumbent therefore upon the party to make up its mind 
that the forthcoming General Election is to be fought by 
the I.L.P. with a definite plan of campaign, under the 
leadership of the Party’s elected Council. No forcing of 
the hand of the Party or disarrangement of the order of 
battle, either by the over-zeal or the recklessness of 
individual branches must be allowed, and should any 
action of that kind occur, it must be publicly repudiated 
and rendered nugatory by the Party. , 
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South West Ham Candidature. 


There can be little doubt but that a seat can be won 
for Socialism in South West Ham if only the Socialists 
themselves display, as we feel sure they will do, those 
qualities of public restraint as well as energy which are 
essential to political achievement. In South West Ham 
there is provided the right place for a notable Socialist 
victory, if only the right man be found and the campaign 
rightly conducted. The constituency is one in which 
the I.L.P. might fairly lay claim to a prescriptive right 
of contest. It was won by J. Keir Hardie for Indepen- 
dent Labour principles in 1892, and was only recaptured 
from him in 1895 by a majority of 775 votes out ofa 
total poll of 8,725. Keir Hardie would undoubtedly 
have again been the I.L.P. candidate there at last 
election had he not consented, in the interests of united 
Labour and Socialism, to give way in the event of the 
local Trades Council feeling disposed to bring a local 
Trade Union and Socialist candidate into the field. In 
response to this declaration on Keir Hardie’s part the 
Trades Council, in conjunction with the Gasworkers’ 
Union and other Labour and Socialist bodies, was 
induced to bring forward Councillor Will Thorne, one of 
the most popular Trades Unionists and Socialists in the 
_ district. At the General Election poll, however, Will 
Thorne found himself defeated by 1,176 votes in a total 
of 10,054, a highly creditable result considering the 
enormous reactionary influences brought into the contest. 

Perceiving the importance of South West Ham asa 
highly probable seat for Socialism, the Administrative 
Council of the I.L.P. has looked forward hopefully to 
the seat being again contested by a Socialist—and one, if 
possible, whose candidature would enlist the support not 
only of the Trade Unionists, but of the more tho ichtful 
social reformers, whose votes and support are requisite 
to success in the division. Nor has the I.L.P. Council 
felt disposed to urge that precedence should be given in 
‘the selection of a candidate to a member of the I.L.P. 
rather than to a Socialist belonging primarily to any 
other organisation. It is enough that the candidate 
should be unequivocally Socialist and anti-war in princi- 
ple, and that he should owe no allegiance to either 
Liberal or Tory parties, inside or outside of Parliament. 

It appears, however, that for the moment the position 
in South West Ham has been rushed by the expeditious 
adoption of Councillor Saunders Jacobs as a joint Social- 
ist candidate by the local 1.L.P. and S.D.F. branches. 
This course has, we understand, provoked some dissatis- 
faction among a number of bodies whose support is, as 
as we have said, of great importance to the success of 
the enterprise. 

Councillor Saunders Jacobs has earned by his record 
as a municipal representative good claim to the nomina- 
tion of the I.L.P. and S.D.F. branches. We prefer, 
however, for the present to regard his selection as a 
tentative one. Nor in any case would it be, in our 
opinion, advisable for the branches referred to, or 
for Councillor Jacobs himself, to finally resolve upon 
his candidature until his nomination had been submitted 
for wider confirmation. This is a principle of universal 
application in all cases where Trade Unionists are willing 
to co-operate with us, and where a candidate is being 
run for a victory and not for a fall. It is especially 
applicable in the case of South West Ham. We hope, 


therefore, that what appears to be regarded as the some- 
what precipitate action of the local I.L.P. and S.D.F. 
in adopting Councillor Jacobs without fuller consultation 
with the Trades Council and kindred bodies whose sup- 
port is essential will in no wise prevent a united nomina- 
tion going forward, or prejudice the excellent chances of 
a seat being won for Socialism and Labour at the next 
parliamentary election in South West Ham. 


The Labouy Leadey has, we observe, issued a note of 
warning to I.L.P. branches with respect to a certain 
W. Gee who is at present acting as S.D.F. organiser in 
Scotland. Reports have frequently reached us concern- 
ing the sayings and doings of this individual which leave 
us in no doubt as to the advisability of the Labour Leader 
paragraph. Not only are his speeches of a kind that is 
little calculated to convert people to Socialism, but the 
persistence of his attacks upon the I.L.P. in public, and 
his attempts to partition I.L.P. branches, with the view 
to the formation of S.D.F. branches, render his presence 
an undesirable intrusion upon I.L.P. platforms. 


Another case calling for comment is brought under 
our notice by a disturbance which took place in connection 
with a series of I.L.P. meetings held recently at Barrow. 
According to the local press, the police had to interfere 
to protect the lecturer and chairman from the violence of 
the crowd. The cause of this unusual outburst of 
popular hostility was due, it appears, to the offensive 
references to religious subjects made by the chairman 
and the lecturer. The lecturer in question was Mr, 
E. a; Sale. To many of our readers that circumstance 
will be sufficiently explanatory of the occurrence. Already 
Mr. Sale has rendered himself impossible as an I.L.P. 
lecturer to many branches. We have no hesitation in 
advising branches that his engagement as a lecturer is 
not likely to promote the cause of Socialism in thei: 
locality. ) 


We have upon more than one occasion drawn attention 
in these columns to the injury done to the Socialist 
cause by men of unworthy character or speech occupying 
our platforms. The cynical dictum of Bernard Shaw 
that the greatest obstacle to Socialism are the Socialists 
themselves is certainly applicable in such cases. From 
time to time men have crept in among us whose personal 
conduct and method of advocating Socialism have been 
ill-calculated to convince the people that Socialism or 
Socialists were things to be greatly desired. In many 
places the public mind has been turned inveterately 
against Socialism by occurrences of this kind. 


It is surely unnecessary to say that the advocacy of 
Socialism ought to be reckoned an almost sacred calling, 
and that no encouragement should be given to speakers 
who seek to use our platforms for mere oratorical self- 
indulgence, or for the emission of statements that have 
nothing but their political vituperation or savour of 
blasphemy to commend them. We have no desire to 
see the I.L.P. platform made a narrow one, or to see an 
inquisition instituted in the I.L.P. branches to investigate 
the character or opinions of Socialist lecturers or officials. 
We do, however, say that the main object of our public 
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propaganda should be kept constantly in view ; and that in 
asking the people to accept Socialism we should not seek 
to make their acceptance of Socialism conditional on 
their also approving either conduct or speeches that are 
obviously of a kind to bring reproach upon ourselves and 
our cause. 


Nationalisation of the Water Supply. 


Some time ago we drew attention to the necessity of 
the nation taking over control of the sources of the 
water supply of the kingdom. The matter is of much 
more importance than at first sight it perhaps appears. 
Local monopoly of water facilities by municipalities may 
become a real hardship to the general community. We 
are glad, therefore, to note that Councillor Chaplin, of 
Leicester, in the course of a recent lecture at Derby, 
drew attention to the subject. Councillor Chaplin 
strongly advocated the nationalisation of water, and 
recommended that towns and cities should be charged so 
much per million gallons. This proposal is worth serious 
consideration. That the nation will require in some way 
to safeguard the national water resources from unfair 
distribution to municipalities, as well as to companies 
and manufacturers, is pretty evident. The enormous 
cost which conflicting municipal interests in water sources 
is entailing upon the community is of itself becoming a 
scandal. Referring to the Derwent Water Scheme, 
Councillor Chaplin pointed out that it had saddled 
Derby, Leicester, and other towns with heavy legal 
expenses that could have been saved if the river supply 
had been under national control. The nationalisation of 
the water supply ought to form a frequent theme of 
reference in Socialist lectures. 


What the I.L.P. is Doing. 


Attention is drawn to the report of the Administrative Council 
meeting which appears in another column. 


The Administrative, Council has suggested to the South Wales 
branches that a large I.L:P. Demonstration should be held during 
the summer at Pontypridd or some other suitable place. J. Keir 
Hardie, M.P., and other members of the Council will take part in 
the meeting. 


J. Keir Hardie, M.P., entertained his colleagues on the Adminis- 
trative Council, together with Montagu Blatrhford of the Clarion, to 
tea on Terrace during their recent visit to London. The members 
of the Council surveyed the confines of their future prison with a 
somewhat dejected air. 


Leicester I.L.P. is establishing committees in every ward of the 
town. Each ward committee is to be made responsible for the 
collection of subscriptions within its own electoral area. 


The reports from the various London districts given at the 
recent conference of London members, although showing no great 
increase in membership, expressed a very hopeful view of the 
future of the I.L.P. in the Metropolis. 


Bootle branch is already making arrangements to hold six well 
advertised meetings with prominent speakers during the next 
winter. Meanwhile the branch is steadily pursuing its open-air 
summer propaganda. 


J. R. Macdonald paid an unexpected visit to Leicester and 
lectured to a big audience on the Market Place on Sunday, June 
23rd. On the following Sunday J. Bruce Glasier addressed two 
large gatherings there, and Mrs. Glasier is to follow with two 
lectures on Sunday, July 14th. | 


Obituary. 


FLORENCE. GROVE. 


The Independent Labour Party and the cause of the people have 
lost a bright earnest spirit and most helpful worker by the death of 
Florence Grove. In London our late comrade was indefatigable in 
every work connected with our movement, and she proved In 
innumerable ways the sincerity of her sympathy with the poor and 
her affection for the Socialist cause. She was a member of the 
I.L.P. and the Fabian Society, and it was on her suggestion that 
the latter body issued its most useful Tenants’ Sanitary Catechism 
leaflets. She served on the Chelsea Board of Guardians for three 
years, and published a little monthly paper, the Chelsea Pick and 
Shovel. At our annual Conferences she was an eager and friendly 
figure. The gap which her death leaves in our ranks will not easily 
be filled. 


LARNER, SUGDEN: 


The town of Leek will long be a place of fame to those who knew 
the work and discerned the rare intellectual spirit of Larner 
Sugden, whose death we mournfully record. In that little Stafford- 
shire town, for thirty years, Larner Sugden, architect, hardly ceased 
day or night to think or plan what he himself might do to help the 
cause of freedom. Wecannot even attempt to indicate with what 
finely devised effort and patience and courage he kept the lamp of 
truth burning there all by himself. We can only note that at his 
own expense he issued, some twenty years ago, the neatly printed 
Leek Byou Reprints, comprising Ingersoll’s ‘‘ What must I do to be 
saved,’ Morris‘ ‘‘Art and Socialism,’’ and other similar, and at 
that time ‘‘dangerous,” tracts. In latter years, the Socialist move- 
ment—and, latest of all, the anti-war movement—engaged all his 
spare energy, and it may be said that he literally died fighting for 
his country’s honour and freedom. His funeral took place at the 
Manchester Crematorium on 21st June, J. Bruce Glasier speaking a 
few memorial words as the body was committed. At a special 
service, held on the following Sunday in the beautiful William 
Morris Labour Church, Leek, of which he was the founder, Ju Ker 
Hardie, M.P., delivered an impressive memorial address. 


London Members’ Meeting. 


In connection witl#che recent visit of the N.A.C. to London, a 
special general meeting of members and friends of the I.L..P. was 
held on Monday evening, June 17th, in Clifford’s Inn, Fleet Street. . 
J. Bruce Glasier, chairman of the Party, presided, and all the 
members of the Administrative Council were present. The gather- 
ing was a large and encouraging one. The Chairman, in opening 
the proceedings, referred to the greatly improved condition of the 
movement in the provinces, and expressed a hope that, now that 
the principles and policy of the Party were becoming better under- 
stood in London, the I.L.P. movement there would soon become a 
real political power, Brief reports were then given from the various 
London districts, after which John Penny moved a resolution in 
favour of an aggregate meeting of members being held quarterly in 
London, which meeting would appoint an executive committee, and 
take into consideration the best means of promoting the general 
policy and well-being of the Party in London. After some discus- 
sion, the original terms of the resolution were amended and agreed 
to virtually unanimously. In the course of the discussion, |. Keir 
Hardie, M.P., Alderman Jowett, Councillors Snowden and Parker 
and Montague Blatchford spoke briefly. 


SAD EFFECTS OF PATRIOTISM. 


John William Hurst, a constable in the Warrington Police Force 
was on June 6th sentenced to six months’ imprisonment on charges 
of stealing a marble clock, value £5, and a stuffed canary, value 
tos. The Chief Constable stated that since his return from the 
front, where he had served ten months as a reservist of the 3rd 
Grenadier Guards, the prisoner had been rather eccentric in his 
manner. A few months ago he was on night duty, and the articles 
named were missed from residences on his beat. Hurst had found 
the doors insecure, and had purloined the articles before arousing | 
the occupants. Before going to Africa he had been a life-long 
abstainer, but such had been the mistaken sympathy of local patriots 
that since returning he had acquired a liking for drink, and this had 
not agreed with him mentally. 
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Mr. Hudson (Huddersfield) moved as an amendment—* That 
it be an instruction to the N.A.C. to organise conferences of all 
societies in London and the provinces favouring a just settlement 
in South Africa for the purpose of holding demonstrations in favour 
of terminating the present iniquitous war in South Africa by con- 
ceding the fullest amount of independence to the people of the 
Transvaal and Orange Free State.” 

In the voting the amendment was rejected, and the original 
resolution was then adopted. 


CHILD LABOUR. 


A short discussion on this subject led to the adoption of the 
following resolution, moved by Mr. Sheppard (Finsbury), seconded 
by Mrs. Pankhurst (Manchester): ‘‘ That this Conference approves 
of the Government inquiry into the labour of children of school age, 
and trusts that practical proposals towards its abolition may result. 
The Conference urges (1) that the Factory and Workshop Act 
shall be so amended as to bring all children working in domestic 
industries under factory and workshop regulations; (2) that an Act 
be passed enabling municipal corporations to pass bye-laws pro- 
hibiting child labour in the streets ; {3) that the Shop Act be so 
amended as to prohibit the labour of any child of school age in 
shops; (4) that pending total abolition, no child of school age be 
allowed to work without in the first place receiving a certificate 
from the school attendance authority of the district, and that this 
certificate should clearly state at what hours and on what days the 
child should work.” 


THE PRESS AND THE SOUTH AFRICAN CAMPAIGN. 


The Conference adopted the following resolution—‘ That the 
great majority of the newspapers of this country, having fallen more 
and more under the control of the moneyed and monopolist class, 
have shown a venality during the past two years which would have 
shocked the pioneers of the free press.” 


LABOUR IN PARLIAMENT. 


Mr. Keir Hardie, M.P., made a report to the Conference on the 


‘Parliamentary work of the year, remarking that this report was an 


inovation which he hoped would prove an interesting annual feature 
of the Conference. It was well for the Independent Labour party 
in Parliament that it was thoroughly united—(Laughter). It was 
not weakened by the dissensions which afflicted other parties. 


‘The Liberals, he said, were not even united in their present 


opposition to the’ Tory Govergment. It was this diversity of 
opinion and interests which paralysed the Liberal party when it 
was last in office, and which made its present outlook so hopeless 
One principle was held in common by Liberal and Radical, Whig 
and Tory, and that was the maintenance of the present systein of 
wealth production by which the workers were kept in bondage. 
He declared that the truest representatives of democratic feeling as 
a party in the House of Commons were the Irish party, a fact which 
the workers of Britain would do well to recognise—(Applause.) 
He acknowledged the skill and ability with which the representatives 
of the trade unionists safeguarded the interests of those they 
represented. On the part of some there was a growing feeling that 


in the near future some more vigorous and clear mode of action 


would be necessary. He was not without hope of seeing a beginning 
made during the present session of the formation of a distinct and 
separate labour group—(Applause). A Rosebery-Chamberlain 
alliance, which he still regarded as one of the certainties of the 
future, would probably provide the psychological moment for a big 
development in the political life and thought of the nation. On 
April 23rd he hoped he would have the opportunity of moving the 
Socialist resolution of which he had given notice. It would be the 
first time such a proposal had been submitted to the judgment of 
Parliament—(Hear, hear.) 

The report was accepted, and Mr. Keir Hardie was thanked for 


‘his services as the representative of the party in the House of 


Commons. 


THe Cause OF RUSSIAN FREEDOM.. 


On the motion of Mr. Charrington (London), seconded by Mr. 
Davidson (Edinburgh), a resolution was adopted to the effect that 
the Conference welcomed the alliance which had taken place for the 
first time in Russia between the industrial and the student classes 
in the agitation against the despotism of the Government, expressing 
abhorrence of the brutal treatment ‘meted out to the reformers, and 
the opinion that no European Government should receive represen- 
tatives of the Russian Government so long asits brutalities continued. 


STATE-AIDED DRAMA. 


Mr. Charrington moved—‘‘That the theatre, being one of the 
principal means towards a higher civilisation, should not be used 
merely for purposes of individual profit-grinding, but that its 
cultivation is a duty which should be undertaken by the community 
through its representatives, assisted by expert administrators.” 
The mover said it was not a monopoly that was asked for. He 
pleaded that the theatre was a great educational and civilising force, 
and by some support of the State might be made exceedingly useful. 
There was not a country on the Continent that did not subsidise 
the theatre. Socialists would gain, in his opinion, by the foundation 
ot a really intellectual theatre.—The resolution was seconded and 
adopted without discussion. 


CHINA AND THE WESTERN POWERS. 


A resolution was passed in which the Conference expressed the 
belief that the recent outbreak of violence in China and the murder 
of Europeans was mainly due to the unscrupulous policies and 
aggressions of European nations in their dealings with China during 
the past ten years, expressed its disgust with the unchristian demand 
for revenge, as apart from protection, denounced the ferocious 
language of the German Emperor, and condemned the organised 
looting indulged in by the European troops sent to China, and the 
cruelties they inflicted on the natives who fell into their hands. 


EDUCATIONAL MACHINERY. 


It was resolved—‘‘ That in view of the possibility of a recon- 
struction of the educational administrative machinery, this Con- 
ference declares that educational affairs should be administered 
from an educational department by bodies specially elected for that 
purpose; that a system of education complete, from elementary 
school to university (including colleges for scientific and technical 
education), should be established, and that all grants and other 
income for educational purposes should be clearly set apart and 
administered by the education authorities, and should be derived 
from the Imperial Exchequer.”’ 


SECONDARY EDUCATION. 


On the motion of Mrs. Pankhurst, seconded by Mr. Hobson, the 
following amended resolution on secondary education was adopted; 
—‘ That in view of the judgment recently delivered by the Court 
of Appeal in the case Regina v. Cockerton, declaring that the 
school boards of England and Wales have no power to defray the 
cost of the science and art classes or evening continuation schools 
out of the rates, this Council is of opinion that legislation securing 


~ for schest-boards the right to contiune and develop these classes 


and schools is required immediately.”’ 
THE PENRHYN DISPUTE. 


Before the Conference adjourned, Mr. Hales (Portsmouth) moved, 
and it was seconded and resolved without discussion—‘‘ That this 
Conference expresses its admiration of and sympathy with the 
courageous stand made for the rights of combination now being 
made by the Penrhyn quarrymen, and strongly recommends the 
branches to render financial assistance by every means in their 
power in order that the fight may be carried to a successful issue.”’ 

It was decided to meet next year at Liverpool, and the Conference 
shortly afterwards adjourned. 
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MONTHLY REPORT FROM HEAD OFFICE. 


MARCH, togor. 
973 Branches paid Fees in March. 
56 oF sent reports without fees. 
14 4 pay fees quarterly. 
5I Le sent neither fees nor reports. 


The income of the Head Office during March was :— 


Affiliation Fees... ae See LO Bt 
Delegate Fees Bee ahi oc 56 5 O 
Election Fund sea is ve ves 1 
Sales ans ASS He Sn 10 6 14 
National Branch ... oe See 015 0 
Payment of Member Fund ... We 010 0 
Donations ... fas conden : 2 2 
Sundries ... ahs “ite ats OS id 
£96 12 of 


The Branch Report Sheet for April must be 
posted on or before the 25th inst. Report Sheets 
may be obtained from the Head Office. 

ConstTiTuTION.—Copies of the Constitution of the Party may be 
obtained from Head Office, price Fourpence per dozen, post free. 
Pence Cards are supplied at the same price. Samples on applica- 
tion. 

NaTIoNAL Brancu.—The National Branch of the I.L.P. is open 
to Socialists who endorse the objects and methods of the Party, 
but who are unable, through geographical or other difficulties, to 
join a local Branch. Members of the National Branch receive 
copies of all the official publications of the Party. Subscriptions 
for the year 1901 are now due, and should be sent to the Head 
Office. The amount of subscription is left to the discretion of the 
member. 

Our ELEcTED PERsons.—Wée are at all times glad to hear what 
oyr members on public bodies are doing. If comrades will supply 
us with reports or marked copies of newspapers containing records 
of their work, we shall be very greatly obliged. 

UNATTACHED SYMPATHISERS.—Branches are recommended to 
prepare lists of known sympathisers in their districts. Such people 
should be asked to subscribe to the finds of the Party if they can- 
not see their way to become members. A printed form of invitation 


may be obtained from the Head Office, price 18. 6d. per-tas, post : 


free. 7 
New BRANCHES. 


Dauserr Lanwarp—Secretary, Alex. Harrison, Dunlope Place, 
Netherburn, by Hamilton. 
Oswestry.—Secretary, W. W. Swan, 86, Castle Street, Oswestry. 


NEw SECRETARIES. 


ArMLEY—Mrs. Haywood, 3, Burnsbee Fold, Armley. 

AsHTON—W. Armitage, 229, Catherine Street, Ashton-u-Lyne. 

CarpiFF—E. L. Gillett, 42, Conway Road, Cardiff. 

NEwcasTLE—R. Lucas, 22, Queen Street, Heaton, Newcastle. 

SHILDoN—W. McKenzie, 17, Pinkneys Row, Shildon. 

Sunderland—R. Gunderson, 17, Charles Street, Monkwearmouth, 
Sunderland. 


Branch Fees and Reports. 


The following Branches paid Fees in March :— 

Arbroath 2s. 6d., Aston 1s., Ayr 1s. 6d., Ayrshire Central 5s., 
Barnsley 3s. 8d., Birmingham West 3s., Blackburn 6s. 3d., Bolton 
5s., Bradford 1os., Brechin is. 6d., Bromley 1s. 7d., Camlachie 5s., 
Cardiff S.S. 1s., Carnoustie 7d., Clapham 3s. 6d., Cleckheaton 6s., 
Clydebank 5s., College 2s. 6d., Consett 2s. 6d., Crook 2s. 6d., 
Dalserf Lanward 12s., Darlington 2s. 6d., Dundee £1 5s., East Ham 
1s. 4d., Edinburgh 11s. 9d., Farnworth 5s., Farsley 2s. 1d., Gates- 
head 6s., Gillingham 1s. 2d., South Gloucestershire 2s. 6d., Govan 
4s., Grimsby 1s. 6d., Holbeck rs. 2d., Hutchesontown tos., Keighley 
6s. 6d., North Kensington 1s. 6d., Kilmarnock 2s. 6d., Lesmahagow 
ts., Littleborough 2s. 6d., London City 5s., Long Eaton ros. 6d., 


_ West Bromwich £1 §s., NorthWest Ham /1 5s., Norwich £ 


Manchester and Salford £2 1s. 8d., Middleton 1os., Milnsbridge 
£3 7s., Motherwell £1 8s., New Marske 1s. 6d., Norwich 55s., 
Nottingham 3s., Oldham Central £1 5s., Oldham §.S. 2s., Openshaw 
£1 5s. 3d., Paisley 8s. 4d., Pendlebury 4s. 6d., Pontypridd 1s. 1d., 
Portsmouth 2s. 6d., Preston 5s., Rishton 1s. 6d., Rotherham 4s., 
North Salford 4s. 2d., West Salford 3s. 4d., Shildon rs. 8d., South 
Shields 2s. 6d., Stockton 4s. 2d., Sutton-in-Ashfield 1rod., Thornaby 
1s., Thornhill Lees 16s. 8d., Tradeston 1s. 8d., Warrington 3s. 6d., 
Wolverhampton as. 6d., Woolwich 3s., Workington 3s. 4d., Yeadon 
1s. 8d., Ystalyfera 1s. (73) f 


The following Branches sent Reports without Fees :— 

Abertillery, Annfield Plain, Ashton-u-Lyne, Birkenhead, Birming- 
ham C., Bootle, Bordesley, Bridgeton, Cheltenham, Colne Valley, 
Crosskeys, Darwen, Derby, Elland, Eccles, Fulham, Glasgow City, 
Gloucester, Hackney, Halifax, Hollinwood, Horwich, Hull, East 
Hunslet, Kettering, Larkhall, Leeds Central, Leeds North, Leicester, 
Liverpool, Longwood, Lye, Merthyr Vale, Middlesbrough, Newcastle, 
Ossett, Oswestry, Penydarren, Rochdale, Rothwell, Rutherglen, St.. 
Pancras,Shrewsbury S.S., Southampton, Sowerby, Spen Colliery, 
Spen Valley S. S., Spennymoor, Stockport, Sunderland, Walsall, 
Wednesbury, Wellington $.S., West Bromwich, West Ham N., 
Yarmouth. (56) 


The following Branches pay Fees Quarterly :— 

Armley, Attercliffe, Barrow, Bedlinog, Brighouse, Crewe, Felling, 
Finsbury, Hexham, Huddersfield, Nelson, St. Rollox, West Ham S., 
York. (14) 


The following Branches sent neither Reports nor Fees :— 

Berkeley, Bermondsey, Blantyre, Burslem, Bury, Chester, 
Chesterfield, Cowdenbeath, Crosshills, Doncaster, Dowlais, Dudley, 
Earlestown, Failsworth, Glossop, Grantham, Greenwich, Hartlepool, 
Hawick, Heckmondwike, Hyde, Inverness, Kirriemuir, Langley 
Mill, Leith, Limehouse, Macclesfleld, Maesycwmmer, Mansfield, 
Mexborough, Montrose, Mossley, Musselburgh, Newport, Norman- 
ton, Oakengates, Oakworth, Partick, Peckham, Pudsey, St. Helens 
S.S., Stalybridge, Stewarton, Stroud, Tottenham, Townhill, 
Tyldesley, Vale of Leven, Walkden, Werneth, Wishaw. (51) 


OTHER CASH RECEIVED IN MARCH. 


Delegate Fees.—Keighley £1 5s., Blackburn £2 fos., 
Rotherham £1 5s., Workington i 5s., Consett £1 5s., Warrington _ 
£1 5s., Liverpool £1 5s., Nottingham £1 5s., Rutherglen £1 ‘ 
Stockton £1 5s., Colne Valley £1 5s., Hull £1 5s., Ashton-u-Lyne ~ 
£1 5s., Long Eaton £1 5s., West Birmingham /1 5s., Darlington 
£t 58., Openshaw £1 5s., Nelson £1 5s., Thornhill wich 


College £1 5s., Attercliffe {1 5s., Keitering £1 5s., Leicester £3 158., _ 
S. West Ham £1 5s., Longwood a pss St. Rollox £1 5s., Paisley = 
£1 5s., Pendlebury £1 5s., Bordesley and Birmingham {1 §55s., 
Halifax £5, Bradford £2 1os., City of London £1 5s., Woolwich 
£1+5s., S. Gloucestershire £1 5s., Finsbury £1 5s., Total £56 5s. 


Sales.—Glasgow City 1o$d., Keighley 7s. 6d., Mrs. Macdonald. 
38. 9d., Manchester and Salford {2 ros. 8d., Lilycroft 3s. 11$d.,. 
St. Helens 2s., Brechin 1s. 6d., Hexham 1s. 6d., London City 3s. rd.,. 
W. Birmingham 2s., Derby 2s., Darlington 2s. ogd., Horwich 3s., 
North Salford 4s. 4d., South Gloucestershire 1s. ird., Gillingham 
1o4d., “Workington 11d., Consett 1o$d., Eccles gs. 84d., South 
Shields 1ogd., Rotherham 1ogd., Kilmarnock 8d., Darwen ts. 6d., 
Bromley 11d., Paisley 3s. g9d., Woolwich 3s., Stockton 2s. 4d., 
Oswestry 2s., Long Eaton 2s. 74d., Motherwell 4s. 44d., Edinburgh 
3s. 3d., Norwich 4s. 4d., Felling rodd., Cash Sales £3 12s. 1d., 
Total £10 6s. 14d. 


Election Fund.—Edinburgh £2 3s. 5d., Rutherglen Com- 
rades, per W.M., 7s. 4d. ; J. Quinnell, collected, tos. 2d.; F. Jackson, 
collected, 5s. 4d.; W. Mellor, collected, 4s ; Bruce Ward, 2s. 6d. ; 
W. J. Perkins, 4d.; G. Batten, 4s. Total £3 17s. 1d. ' 


National Branch.—J. Bruce Glasier 5s., Mrs. Glasier 5s., 
J. Lane 1s., A. Wilson 4s. Total 15s. 


Payment of Member Fund.—Mcrs. B. Walter-Boxall 
10s. 

Donations.—W. R. Lester £2, Christian Socialist 2s. 6d., A.F. 
14d., Barnsley S.S. 3s. 64d. Total £2 6s. 2d. 


Sundries.—W.W. 8s. 4d. 
JOHN PENNY. 


Printed for the I.L.P., by A. C. LinpLtzey (Trade Union Printer), 12, Albert Street, Manchester. 
Published at the I.L.P. Offices, 53, Fleet Street, London, E.C, 
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WORKERS’ 


BURDEN. 


+ ALL human beings require food, clothing, and shelter, These are the three 
rime necessaries of life. ee Gh. ae 


/ if os Z = ; ——— 
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+> The question is, ow do we get these things that we require? 


iw 


___ Everyone surely knows by now that everything we have is produced»by the 
_ &pplication of labour to,raw! materials ces este oe he ae Can 
eas ‘There are, two classes of people in the world :) (a) those who work, and 
= (@) hose who do not work, It is “evident that those who work produce every 
__; €ommodity that we have. Those who do not work ‘produce nothing: ‘If those 


___. who.do not work have any food or clothing, or have: a house..over their heads, 


: % raat is because those who work, give them something. 
Nearer generally find that those who do not work- have the best food, the best 
ss clothing, and the best houses. Evidently the workers. give a great deal to the 

“non-workers, Tid 2 ae aan ~ . aye 
re As people are not very generous, nowadays, we’ may well ask why do the 
workers: give the non-workers.so much? Is it out of charity, or is it because 
they are compelled? 


i ; 1“? as a x 


- ‘We have already pointed out that all commodities are produced by the 
application of labour to raw material. The word “land” is -generally- employed 
‘to cover every kind of raw material. In thé British Isles nearly all the land, or 
raw material, has been appropriated by a set of individuals whom we call 
“‘landlords.”. They own not merely the soil, but the trees growing out of it, the 
rivers and streams, and the minerals deep down underneath. 


“Now the worker is quite willing to work to produce things, but he cannot 
make them out of nothing. He must have the raw material. He finds that all 
the raw material’ belongs to-the landlord. He finds that he has not evén the right 
to dwell on the land or build his workshop on it. He can move ftom the estat 
of one landlord to the estate of another, but he has no right tg live anyw 


the British Isles unless ce pie the comshor the ‘tiiaiora i the ptnatShene 
to ae together they could turn all the people off these Islands. _ "ng NE 


“The landlords do not turn the people off the land, Why? “They. {icy v.the 
sus to live on the land and to work up the raw materials, but they charge them — 
for the privilege. The worker has-to pay rent. If the worker makes ten’ ee 
he has to give the landlord two of them, or the value of two. If workers ¢ a 
iron-ore and turn it into mae the landlord hes to ae a big | aes pe that ge OFS 
its value in money. be Se 


The landlords are non-workers and they compel the workers to keep them, 
This is the law of ie | land. : 


: Bi there are other Houwonkers ‘besides the landlords, ‘If incaietata were 
“abolished and the workers had the free use of the raw material they « 
produce many things. They would require tools or machinery. Every impl ment — 
which enables the worker to work more rapidly isa machine. A cotton factory — x 
with its thousands of looms is only a big machine. A railway with its’ miles* fa 
lines and hundreds of locomotives and waggons is only a machine. In early tim 
when very little machinery was used, people had to work long and hard-to f foduce 
simple articles. Now, by the aid of machinery, ei owes neh ge 

We do not want to do without machinery. =~ R, 


. But to- day the worker does not own any nachivey 
ior people. whom we call “capitalists.” ig et ae ie eet 


The reietict acts in just hes same way as the jandidta”™ Nie allows t 
worker to use the dae ae but, he takes ; a toll on all that tne shee avd ; 


Hees ehe ‘adiots: then, owns the taw material and can’ live in 48 ones: 
(capitalist owns the machinery and can live in idleness. » The worker h 

- cexcept his ability to work, and he cannot work without the consent. ro 
and the capitalist. Therefore, | nee is Srna | a ‘slave. “He cane 
own jee: OAT ii Moe Sage | Ege 


Cigar Socialism all ae Jand ay gears: Fone. “heie to. a a 
There would be no idle landlords and capitalists. The worker would not have to: 

_ give up the greater part of that which he produces to the idlers.. It would benefit — 
‘the community, and he, as a member of. the community, pee ne: a fair shat of 
all the wealth: that was produced. Ree ee 


WHAT YOU. ‘CAN DO :— 


eG 


Ji you are a Socialist you should buy. | ~ If you want information ‘abo hei” « 
<The Platiorm every week. Your news- | _ pendent Labour Party, write to Co oe 
_ agent will get it for you if you orderit. | _—_cillor Jon Penny, General ‘Secretary, 10, 2 

|) Rap Lion Court, FrertT STREET, LON = 

For One Penny per week you i receive | pon, E.C.,whowillsendyou fullparticulars, 

Twenty Copies. S | Read the Labour Leader, oe ce an 
be stribute these among your nei iibours erate and the /.Z.P. News. These will tell you _ 
aad ede put then ts the hi in ‘| ‘what Socialism means, ‘and keep you ‘in 
railway trains ;_ give them out at ‘public | touch with the rest eanNe acta 
is vata ct Le SamOVeMenE 2s oie s , 


18, ooo Basie’ ah leaflets. distributed t last week. Help us. o Oring. te ce 
circuiation up 40 100,000. ae ie Sek alae satay ? di sie  geh? PROP RES 


“<j _. Print t d b the Leicester r Co- oneuatibe pina aaa ory 99, cieke Gan er pabliah rby 
SoH PENNY, a ‘Red Lion Saurt, fob me aid, E,C. eis eee ib ae sa 
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The Decline of Radicalism. 


PRESENT Day ConpiITIOoNS oF SOCIAL CHANGE. 


By J. Bruce GLasIER. 

Socialists, when anticipating as they did in the earlier 
days of the Socialist movement the disruption. of the 
Liberal Party, had little foreboding that any general 
falling away of primary Liberal principles would accom- 
pany or precede that event. So far, indeed, from fore- 
seeing the likelihood of any disqualification occurring to 
the leading reform proposals of the Liberal Party, they 
themselves engraved the more important items of the 
Radical principles upon their own programmes. Exten- 
sion of the Franchise, Abolition of the Monarchy and the 
House of Lords, Disestablishment and Disendowment of 
the Church, Local Control of the Liquor Traffic, Direct 
Taxation and Secular Education—these and other 
Radical measures were reckoned as integral planks of 
the Socialist, no less than of the Radical, political 
platform. 

But history has a way of its own. It is not the 
collapse of the Liberal Party but the revocation of 
Radical Liberalism itself that is the big political fact of 
our time. Not only is Liberalism fading from the 
people’s convictions, but crumbling out of our political 
institutions. Monarchical celebrations are being révived 
with the fervour of the Restoration period. The House 
of Lords is more popular than it perhaps ever has been. 
The Ministers are acquiring more bureaucratic control. 
Grievance before supply has been bustled out of the way. 
The rights of private members have been made forfeit. 
Trade Union combination is being put out of court. 
Conscription is cheerily spoken of. Corn laws are 
returning. And—to cut the list short—Popular Control 
of Education is threatened, denominational schools are to 
be further supported out of the rates, and a Catholic 
university is to be endowed. There is, indeed, hardly a 
single important political principle of Mill and the great 
Radicals of the last century that is not either suffering 
violence or perishing without assault at all. 

This is a remarkable occurrence; and all the more 
remarkable that it has taken place almost without 
agitation, protest, or perturbation of any kind. Quite 
imperceptibly the old Radical political order has gone 
out and the new Conservative come in, like the replace- 
ment of a conductor on a tramcar. But it is none the 
less a momentous change; and one that requires the 
serious consideration of Socialists. 

It would be easy to see in this upset of the great 
political ordinances of the. Radicals and pioneers of 
political freedom nothing less than a precipitate and 
perilous national reaction: a retracing of the steps of 
progress by at least a hundred years. That would, how- 
ever, be an exaggerated view to take. We cannot 


hastily assume that the whole nation is becoming 
seriously retrograde politically, while making undoubted- 
ly great progress in social and ‘scientific culture, in the 
public habit of democracy, and in the growth of actual 
Socialist institutions. A juster appreciation of the facts 
seems to point us to a less gloomy conclusion. 

For, notwithstanding the indications of reaction already 
referred to, it is surely not mere sophistry to say that 
there is little evidence in the actual every-day life of the 
nation to show that the people are reverting back to any 
form of political barbarism. Signs there are enough 
that the great bulk of the working class are seriously 
lacking in any deep interest in public affairs, or in art or 
literature—and these signs are always indications of 
some form of national debasement. But in the main the 
active and passive sentiment of the nation is probably 
more essentially social and democratic than it ever has 
been. At no time in British history, it might with good 
show of reason be said, have the people ever been less 
disposed in the mass to submit to monarchical oppression, 
less likely to tolerate the rejection of popular measures 
by the House of Lords, to brook defiance of parliamen- 
tary opinion by the Ministers, to consent to the use of 


public rates for merely denominational purposes, to bear __ 


a heavy tax upon food, or indeed to suffer any material 
restriction of their treedom.and comfort. Even with 
respect to the recent Imperialist escapades of the nation 
and the revival of militarism, while we cannot contem- 
plate these manifestations without misapprehension lest 
the usual penality of empire is about to befal the British 
State, we are in all fairness bound to admit that lust of 
slaughter and indifference to the havoc of war are less 
characteristic of the average citizen to-day than in former 
periods of our history. Humanitarianism shows many 
signs of growth. 

Seeming reaction, indeed, is not confined to the 
political movement of reform. The doom of apparent 
frustration has also overtaken social and even Socialist 


reform: yet there are not many among us who would . 


allege that the nation is going back in social amelioration 
or Socialist conviction. Temperance legislation has 
flatly refused to go upon the straight and radical lines of 
the prohibitionists. The agitations for the legal Eight 
Hours’ Day and Nationalisation of the Railways have 
become derelict. Complete Land Nationalisation seems 
further away by fifty years than it was twenty years ago. 
And the proposal to expropriate capitalists wholesale, 
with or without compensation, is at present hardly more 
seriously entertained among Socialists than among the 
general community. 

While, however, these ‘“‘programme” schemes have 
more or less come to grief, the principles embodied in 
them have assuredly not suffered serious misadventure. 
Legislation that will enable the community to obtain 
control of the Liquor Traffic is probably near at hand. 
An Eight Hours’ Day has been established in Post Office 
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and other Government departments ; the Board of Trade 
has put restrictions on the hours of employment on rail- 
ways; and the municipalities have in numerous instances 
reduced the hours of their employees. Land is being 
acquired by municipalities, and landlords’ privileges 
restricted. Municipalities are running trams, light rail- 
ways, and steamboats of their own. Collective owner- 
ship of the means of health and wealth and employment 
is extending in every direction. Thus it would seem 
that social reform and Socialism are making real pro- 
gress; whilst the abstract programmes of reformers and 
Socialists are failing except as indications of aim and 
means of exposition. 

These considerations would seem to show not that the 
nation is politically on the down-grade, but that progress 
is taking a different form and direction from what the 
Radicals predicated. The interests of the middle class 
require no further democratisation of the machinery of 
the State—or indeed quite as much as has _ been 
already effected (hence some undoubted reaction with 
respect to Education, Free Trade, etc.); while the 
working class are economically restricted from availing 
themselves of such political freedom as has been obtained 
for them. It is probable that all vadical and prescriptive 
change is becoming increasingly difficult owing to the 
development of the social and economic organisation of 
the State and its consequent increased resistance to 
structural change. The intellectual adaptability of the 
State is, however, also increasing, so that while we shall 
find the body politic resisting more strenuously than 
ever any attempt to amputate any of its limbs, or even 
useless parts, it will become more and more capable of 
employing its powers in new social directions. The 
—transformatien in the character of Society that can be 
accomplished in this way is without limit, and promises 
the highest realisation of our Socialist ideal. 

If the above inference be correct, it will be seen that 
Socialist effort formulated on abstract radical, not to 
speak of revolutionary, lines is not likely to meet with 
much success. It will be found also that what is chiefly 
important for Socialists to do is to urge forward Socialist 
principles and Socialist representation, and allow the 
needs and opportunities of the time to determine the 
precise shape and order of precedence of the measures to 
be adopted. In other words, principles not programmes, 
men not measures, is what Socialism requires of us. 


Labour Day Celebrations. 


Space prevents us in these columns attempting to 
chronicle the numerous May Day Labour celebrations 
throughout the country. In all the leading towns the 
I.L.P., either by itself or in company with Trade Union 
and other organisations, held demonstrations. The 
festival was very widely observed in this and other 
countries, and it is notable that the Trade Unionists in 
Britain took an increasingly spontaneous part in the 
celebration of the international day of Socialism and 
Labour. 


As the outcome of a ratepayers’ meeting convened by the I.L.P. 
_to demand an enquiry into the electrical undertaking of the Salford 
Corporation, the Town Council at their next meeting decided to 
hold a public enquiry. The enquiry will, however, consist entirely 
of members of the Council, and as nearly all of those selected 
will have to give evidence and meet charges which will be made 
at the enquiry their position is a distinctly anomalous one. 


NEWS. eS oe 


The Crisis in Belgium. 


The past month has been a memorable one in the — 
history alike of Belgium and the Socialist movement. 
After long and patient, but ineffective, parliamentary 
agitation for the revision of the constitution in favour of 
universal, or at least manhood, suffrage, a general strike 


of the workers was declared. Work ceased altogether in 


many districts. As usual, the authorities had recourse — 


to the soldiery and police, and, as usual also, riot ana sc. 


bloodshed was the consequence. It is agreed on all 
sides that the Socialists—who have borne the brunt of 
the agitation—acted with most exemplary courage and 
restraint throughout the crisis. While fearlessly risking 
their own persons, they did their utmost to prevent 
violence, protect the populace, and care for the injured. 
Having served its primary purpose of displaying the will 
of the people, the general strike was brought to an end, 
and now the country awaits the action of the King and 
the Government. We join with Socialists in all lands 
in tendering our sympathy with the Belgian Socialists in 
the loss and hurt of their comrades, and our admiration 
of their conduct in the struggle. 


|.L.P. Mission in London. 


Under the propaganda scheme, Philip Snowden addressed three 
large meetings in the London district an April 29th and 30th and - 
May 2nd. : 

The first was held in the Public Hall, Canning Town. The 
West Ham Branch had charge of the arrangements, aud put in af 
enormous amount of work. Huge posters were displayed all over 
the district, and handbiils and leaflets were delivered in addressed 
envelopes to over 20,000 houses. A magnificent audience was got 
together, and the meeting should give a splendid impetus to the 
movement in West Ham. 

The secoud meeting was held in the Holborn Town Hall, and 


despite the fact that it was rather late in the season for indoot ~~ 


gatherings, there were close upon a thousand persons present. 
J. R. Macdonald occupied the chair, and the speakers were Philip 
Snowden, Keir Hardie, and Robert Smillie. 

The last meeting of the series was held at Woolwich. Councillor 
Grinling presided over a large audience, and the speeches of both 
Keir Hardie and Philip Snowden were received with great 
enthusiasm. At the close of the meeting about 50 names weré 
handed in, and the branch will be re-started with every prospect of — 
success. 

There will be a deficit on the meetings when the accounts are 
made up, but not a very large one, and there is every prospect of 
the results fully justifying the outlay. It is to be hoped that the 
London comrades will take advantage of the enthusiasm created, 
and make the movement a distinct influence for good in the 
metropolis. 


New Pamphlet. 


“ SOCIALISM FOR CHILDREN.” 


This is the sixth of the London City I.L.P. series of penny 
pamphlets, and is from the pen of Mrs. Bruce Glasier, than whom — 
no happier choice of a writer could have been found. There has 
long been a widespread desire fora simplestatement of Socialism that 
could be read with understanding by young people, and used asa 
means of instruction for children in the home and at Socialist 
Sunday Schools. ‘Socialism for Children’ quite fulfils this 
purpose. The waste and wrong of the present system of work and 
wealth-distribution, and the meaning of Socialism—how land, 
machinery, and labour might be used for the health, wealth 
happiness, and beauty of life—-are set forth in simple terms, with — 
illustrations that come readily home to children’s minds, the more 
important ideas being brought out in stronger type. The pamphlet 
should prove no less useful for ‘‘ gcown up” children than for boys 
and girls, and it ought to be on sale at all I.L.P. Labour Church 
and Sunday School meetings. 
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David and Mary Hardie. 


A ScottisH Ipytt. 

At Cambuslang, near Glasgow, on Wednesday, 23rd 
April, Mary Keir and David Hardie died almost within 
an hour of each other. They were aged 71 and 78 years 
respectively. Their memory deserves record, not only 
because they were mother and father to J. Keir Hardie, 
M.P., but because of their own sterling character and 
lives. Through long years of stress and hardship they 
lived and toiled undauntedly, bearing their heads as high 
as king and queen. With rare courage they had 
separated themselves from the profession of a religion in 
which they had ceased to believe in times when it was 
difficult and almost dangerous to do so. Repelled and 
shunned for years by many of their neighbours on 
account of their fearless secularist and democratic 
opinions, they held their humble course with a dignity 
of conviction and scorn of the hypocrisy around them 
that is typical of the finest traditions of Scottish life and 
character. Sharing in the rough ways and speech of the 
mining class, David Hardie was nevertheless a man of 
bright and even cultured mind. Warned a year'‘or two 
ago by the doctor that he must give up work because of 
his infirmity, the old man virtually leapt from his sick 
bed, shouldered his pick, and went down again into the 
coal-mine, where he continued to work till shortly before 
his death. Mrs. Hardie was a woman of the greatest 
energy and spirit, dauntless as ever woman was. 
Ministers, land agents, and others who had sought to 
meddle with her views or molest her freedom she had 
upon occasion promptly slammed out of door. Her 
passionate hatred of sham and oppression, with its 
complementary intense sympathy with suffering, and 
love of her children and friends, tell of the strain 
of the covenanters that mingled in her blood. Last 
June she went to London, accompanied by a son and 
daughter, to visit her son in Parliament and to see 
the sights of the metropolis, and, though 70 years, she 
flitted about like a girl in her ’teens. It was with some 
difficulty that she was persuaded not to vent her indigna- 
tion there and then against the offending iron grille that 
screens the view of the Ladies’ Gallery in the House of 
Commons. She was very .proud of the _ political 
eminence of her son. When, however, as a young man 
he departed trom the principles of his parents so tar as to 
take to evangelical preaching, she did not disguise her 
impatience at his conduct. 

In compliance with the express wish of the deceased, 
their funeral cortége was of the simplest and least gloomy 
kind, and their bodies were cremated. There was no 
hearse or trappings ; the two coffins were placed side by 
side across an open carriage drawn by white horses. 
The people of the town displayed much sympathy, and 
the route was lined by working folk. A large concourse 
of Socialists attended, and wreaths were sent trom far 
and near. Keir Hardie himself conducted the service, 
which was very simple. We venture, in behalf of the 
entire Independent Labour Party, to express our honour 
of the memory of the deceased, and our deep sympathy 
with our comrade, Keir Hardie, and his brothers and 
sisters in their loss. 


- Halifax I.L.P. has total assets over liabilities (includiug its hall) 
of £1,076 15s. It has 619 financial members. 


What the I.L.P. is Doing. 


The West Leeds Branch would be glad to hear from speakers 
who would assist them with the outdoor propaganda.—A. Leake, 
83, Canal Road, Armley. 


Bradford is alive to the need of organisation to secure the. 
election of Councillor Jowett to Parliament, and a committee has 
been appointed to perfect the machinery in the Western Division. 
The branch has supplied every member with a handy httle pocket 
book, which is full of useful information about the Party. 


Clydebank Branch makes a speciality of its lending library. It 
was started about a year ago with 24 books. Now there are 104 
books on the shelves. The library is self-supporting. A halfpenny 
per week is charged for the loan of a book, and the money received 
is devoted to the purpose of buying new volumes. The income 
during the past year was £6 5s. 4d. and the expenditure £6 5s. 3$d. 
A great deal of credit is due to the librarian, Matthew Cameron, 
During the year the branch has sold 55 dozen and 8 pamphlets, and 
distributed 10,920 ‘‘ Plaiform”’ leaflets. 


North Manchester invites the N A.C. to organise a series of big 
meetings against the corn tax, and Salford I.L.P. asks the Council 
to publish a manifesto on the subject. 


Bentham I.L.P., a small branch situated somewhere in the 
wilds of the Pennine range in North-west Yorkshire, is stoutly 
holding aloft its banner. Philip Snowden and Mrs. Bruce Glasier 
have both recently given lectures under its auspices. 


C. A. Glyde, of Bradford, goes in June for a week’s lecturing in 
South Wales. He is bringing out a new and revised edition of his 
successful pamphlet. 


Notwithstanding the difficulty of carrying on propaganda in 
South Gloucestershire, the local branch held 23 meetings last year 
in various towns—Bayliss, Hobbs, Latrobe, Oxley, Ronayne, 
Smith, Phillips, and Gilbert Williams all giving their services as 
speakers. Special missions were also conducted by E. T. Phillips 
and Mrs. Baker (of Stockton). 5,000 Socialist and 10,000 South 
African War pamphlets and leaflets were distributed. Thus the | 
light is kept burning. 


Fred Bramley (Bradford) lectured on ‘‘The War,” and G. S. 
Christie (School Board, Nottingham), ‘ The Education Bill,” to 
the Derby I.L.P. last month. The~branch—aho—het 
successful Sunday evening concert. On Sunday, 4th May, 
Councillor F. W. Jowett (Bradford) opened the summer cam- 
paign on the market place with two lectures on ‘‘ [ndustrialism 
and Poverty’ ‘and ‘' Reform.’’ Good reports of the I.L.P. 
meetings appear every Monday in the Derby Daily Telegraph. 


The Salford I.L.P. Council has issued circulars to the Mayor 
and newspapers of the borough, protesting against awarding costly 
solid gold coronation medals by the borough Council to its own 
members out of the ratepayers’ money. 


Mrs. Bruce Glasier has spent a fortnight in the northern counties 
—speaking at Barrow, Workington, Bentham, and at Usworth in 
Durham, where the new branch is flourishing. 


North Salford I.L.P. Bazaar. 


A three days’ bazaar was held last month by the North Salford 
I.L.P., in the Pankhurst Hall, to raise funds for additional decora- 
tions and fittings for the hall. Councillor Fred Brocklehurst, J. 
Keir Hardie, M.P., and Councillor Pitt Hardacre delivered open- 
iug addresses on the respective days, which were well reported in 
the press. Unfortunately, the severe weather interfered with the 


‘ attendance. It is hoped, however, that the labour and enterprise 


of the members will result in a substantial addition to the hall fund. 


Mr. C. O'Kelly, M.P., is a man of philosophic mind as well as 
patriotic heart. Addressing a recent meeting after having com- 
pleted two months imprisonment at Castlebar Gaol, he assured his 
hearers that his imprisonment had not changed his views. ‘‘Many 
of you,” he added, ‘‘no doubt object to go to prison because of the 
classes you would have to mix with there, but anyone, who, like 
myself, has been in Parliament need not be particular on that point.” 
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eerie Corn: Lax; 


Eleswhere in this month’s issue I have discussed the 
phenomena of the decline of modern Radicalism; and, 
while acknowledging there to the full the reactionary, 
indications of the hour, I have taken the view that the 
nation generally is not in reaction, but is advancing 
politically and socially. Recent revocations of Radical 
methods are, I have suggested, indications not so much 
of a disposition on the part of the nation to relinquish or 
refuse the freedom which Radicalism has striven to 
obtain, but are rather signs that the nation is becoming 
more and more antipathetic to forms of change that 
inflict disturbancé or pain on any part of the social 
organism. Following upon this inference, I have 
suggested that the insistence upon principles, and the 
election of the right kind of men to apply them swiftly 
and understandingly, rather than the driving forward of 
mechanical programmes by perhaps, as some of our 
teferendum friends might suggest, mechancical men, 
ought to be the great aim of militant Socialism. 

But, while in this way estimating the conditions of 
Socialist progress in our country, and adopting an 
optimist view of the situation, I none the less am 
persuaded that not only must Socialists put all their 
might into the work of agitation for their principles, but 
that ought to form the very backbone of resistance in the 
country to every act of legislation or administration that 
inflicts injustice or perpetuates wrong. No optimistic 
view of the future—and are we not all optimistic in 
believing that complete Socialism will come ?—can relieve 
us from the obligation to take our utmost part in the 


struggle between right and wrong that constantly rages 
around us. Tendencies towards reaction full of danger 
constantly manifest themselves in the Government of 
the State, and it is only by the more energised forces of 
progress constantly giving those tendencies battle and 
putting them to rout that progress is preserved. 

The recent imposition of the corn tax is a case in 
point. It is a measure against which Socialists should 
agitate at every turn. A tax upon bread is an instru- 
ment of hunger and oppression of an abominable 
kind. More than any other tax, it places the poor 
in a plight of economic helplessness. There is no 
plea that such a tax is urgent, necessary, or deeply 
fixed in the organic custom of the nation. The 
people dislike and dread it, but the people un- 
fortunately to-day are politically disorganised and 
have for the moment little power of resistance. 
That a corn tax might indirectly stimulate British 
agriculture and help to revive rural activity is a worth- 
less argument. The last method of increasing the food 
production of British soil and reinstituting village life is 
by perpetuating the present British farmer and his 
blundering methods of field farming, and artificially 
increasing the rent value of rural land property. 

It is unnecessary to point out that apart from the 
direct economic injury which the tax inflicts upon the 
working class at home any imposition of port dues that 
discriminates between the products of our own country 
and those of other nations is bad international economy. 
Every day that passes makes more and more the nations 
of the world interdependent upon each other, and it is to 
the interest of all that the widest and freest exchange of 
the world’s produce should take place. One need not 
be a believer in the dogma that Free Trade is the chief 
corner stone of a free state to be convinced that the 
reimposition of corn duties in Britain is a fiscal resort 
indefensible on any plea of principle or expediency save 
the principle of protecting monopoly and the expediency 
of plundering the poor. 


J. Bruce GLasikEr. 


To Abolish Representative 
Government. 


Needless to say, the proposal to abolish representative 
government in the I.L.P. received scant support at the 
Annual Conference. Asimilar proposal madeattheS.D.F. 
Conference met with similar discouragement there. The 
notion that any living organisation can be governed by. 
substituting for direct personal representation some form 
of mechanical voting, some method of counting aggrega- 
tions of opinion. by the secretary at the centre, is one 
that pertains to the old individualistic conception of the 
State. There may, or may not, be some advantage in 
supplementing representative government by the re- 
ferendum, but the idea of abolishing personal representa- 
tion of the democracy altogether can be entertained by. 
no one who comprehends the essential principle of social 
organisation, namely, that the State and community must 
must be one and indivisible. 

To invite the electorate to vote upon public affairs in 


their homes without public meetings and conferences 


with their fellows is to encourage the people to fall back 
upon their isolated self-interest. Public assembly and 


A 


public discussion are elementary conditions of public 
. understanding and public spirit. Men in’ the solitude of 
their own ideas revert to the narrowness of their own 
experience and selfish emotion. It is only by assembling 
together, seeing and hearing each other, and gaining a 
mutual understanding of each other’s needs and diffi- 
culties that we are each drawn out of ourselves and 
become a community, instead of a mere aggregation of 
individuals. 

As well suggest the abolition of branch meetings— 
which are local conferences of members—as suggest the 
abolition of national conferences of branches. Were it 
possible for all the members of all the branches to meet 
together and have an equal opportunity of speaking and 
being heard—an almost inconceivable thing—and, were 
life long enough for the purpose, such a meeting might 
be an ideally representative one. Such a gathering is, 
however—happily, shall we say?—impossible. That 
being so, delegate representation from each branch or 
district becomes the natural and the only feasible method 
of national assembly. And, by the same rule that 
branches eléct their own office-bearers, so these national 
assemblies in turn elect their national executives. 


Another Outbreak of ‘‘Democracy.” 


A resolution in the name of the Newcastle I.L.P. 
has been sent to the branches inviting them to vote on 
certain questions referring to the constitution of the 
Party. , This is a fresh departure in the methods of 
national organisation, and its development will doubtless 
be watched with interest by the branches. There are 
great possibilities in the new device. Every branch 
may elect to have a try in turn, or all at the same time— 

- the more the merrier, we suppose—in circularising the 
whole organisation upon schemes and proposals of their 
own. Branches might even be created by enterprising 
outsiders for the sole purpose of absorbing the attention 
of the I.L.P. in this new and fascinating direction. For 
it is indisputable that if one branch—or shall we say a 
section of one branch ?>—may, whenever it is dissatisfied 
With the decision of the Annual Conference or the action 
of the N.A.C., constitute itself into an Annual Conference 
and N.A.C. on its own account, a similar privilege must 
be extended to every branch and every section of a 
branch of the 220 affiliated. branches of the Party. 
“Act so that your actions may be _ universalised,” 
counselled Emmanuel Kant. It is, we say, a method of 
“democracy”? that opens up a wide vista of possibilities 
in the I.L.P. There need be no lack of arduous work 
for the secretaries, and all-night sittings for the members 
of 1.L.P. branches, if the practice meets with favour. 
How much propaganda, how much unity, how much 
organisation, and how much Socialism would be the 
outcome of the new system is perhaps a question that 
its promoters have not for the moment troubled to 
consider. 

That the experiment may possess as much instruction 
for the movement as possible, we hope the secretary of 
the Newcastle branch will not forget to state how many 

replies have been received for and also against its 

proposal from the two hundred odd branches circularised. 

It will also be helpful as a guidance to other branches 

who may propose to circularise the Party on, say, the 
question of fusing the I.L.P. with the Hammersmith 
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Socialist Society, if the Newcastle branch will provide 
information upon the following points: (1) Was any 
referendum of the Newcastle I.L.P. members taken 
upon the question of referending the I.L.P. branches— 
and if not, why? (2) Was a special meeting of the 
Newcastle branch called to consider the somewhat 
important and unusual proposal of circularising the Party 
and expending branch funds upon that object ? Or was 
any customary notice given the members that the 
matter would be brought forward? (3) How many 
members were present when the resolution was carried, 
and what was the vote? (4) Whether there has been any 
protests on the part of the members against the method 
by which the resolution was adopted in the name of the 
branch. 

It is best to get at the true inwardness of these out- 
breaks of ‘‘democratic” fervour, so that the branches 
may measure the amount of democracy that inspires 
them. ‘All is not gold that glitters’—as we have 
recently been authoritatively reminded. 


The General Secretary reports that Councillor H. Day, 
of Norwich, was so favourably impressed by the 
character and proceedings of the Annual Conference at 
Liverpool that he has instructed his bankers to pay £20 
a year to the Treasurer of the I.L.P. Another friend, 
who was similarly impressed, has promised an annual 
donation of £10, in addition to his present subscription. . 


From the list of election results which we publish in 
another column it will be seen that the I.L.P. has 
obtained a net increase of eight representatives on local 
bodies at the recent elections. ‘The list, however, is 
incomplete and does not fully record the activity of the 
J .E..P..in thesé:contéstsim nage ; 


Halifax branch is. fast securing for itself all the 
advantages of a Socialist colony, without any of the 
hardships which invariably attend that erratic form of 
Socialist experiment. Among the most recent enter- 
prises of the Halifax I.L.P. is the starting of a Café in 
its Hall premises. The Café is fitted up with neat 
tables, and tea and other light refreshments are promptly 
and tidily served. It is thronged on Saturday evenings 
with members and: friends, and, although only opened 
six weeks ago, is showing a clear profit of 10/- a week. 
No drinking club has ever done the like, and we heartily 
commend the example to other branches. ; 


At the unanimous request of the joint committee of 
the I.L.P. and Trades’ Unionists of Leicester, J. R- 
Macdonald has agreed to again contest the constituency. 
This is the first occasion on which the Trade Unionists 
and I.L.P.in Leicester have acted officially together in 
adopting a parliamentary candidate, and there are now 
excellent prospects of J. R. Macdonald’s success at the 
next election, whatever array of candidates may be in 
the field. We are glad also to note that Pete Curran 
has been selected by the Jarrow Labour League to 
contest that division. | | 


_ The special I.L.P. meetings which have just been 
held in London, under the auspices of the National 
Council, are likely to be followed up: by similar missions. 
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Philip Snowden, for the occasion, was the chief speaker, 
and was supported by J. Keir Hardie, M.P., J. R. 
Macdonald, and John Penny. The meetings were 
ignored by the Daily News, the Morning Leader, and 
other papers from whom, indeed, the I.L.P. is not 
accustomed to receive any consideration. It is but fair, 
however, to state that the Weekly Times and Echo gavea 
good account of the meetings. 


London cannot be stirred to its depths by a few 
meetings, however successful they may be, and we make 
no claim in behalf of the recent I.L.P. mission there 
that it perceptibly affected the mass of London public 
opinion. But the meetings have helped to place the 
[.L.P. statement of Socialism and Labour principles 
more clearly -efore audiences which contained a large 
number of the men and women who actuate the Socialist- 
Labour movement in London, and have greatly 
strengthened the local influence of the I.L.P. 


Hitherto the I.L.P. has taken no hold in London 
comparable with its hold in the provinces. On the 
other hand, none of the London Socialist organisations 
has obtained any real grip upon the people in the great 
industrial centres of the nation. But while the 1.L.P. 
as an organisation has not yet widely established itself in 
London, there can be no doubt that the principles and 
policy of the I.L.P. represent the hope of Socialism 
that is finding more and more expression amongst the 
London working class. Once the I.L.P. is better 
anderstood in London, its branches will multiply and 
Socialism become a real power in politics of the capital. 


i Elections Results. 


TOWN COUNCILS. 


Stockton-on-Tees......... OUECAry coc. . seteetadceteen tee. Not elected... 202 
URBAN DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.’ 
Aberdare ...:.....c0s-2e00 i) Parker’... cepscecsmereser: Not elected... 420 
Blaina .......0..seseeseeees POU tess. 6... sdaaaamentessedeee Gainegiens ns (521 
Briton Ferry..... oe, Geo. Gethin. J/festecacacesces ads doe cree ee og 456 
Li ty BAe, anes dpe © H. J. Hewlett «.............. SR ae Te ee 440 
Brynmawr .....ceseeeeees FPONES 22.2.2 devon vereangeem ert yey Sesto ded 144. 
GE ATINOG KG cassie recccaccss Wits FG * DOSE aces even caneesn ves ANE, gol 
East Ham.........s.+e0+0+. WY oA Droop oss ondvasacmps ss Notelected... 90 
PRAM Occ cts deten A. J. Neale ..........d0.000-. ia ... 126 
Ma sespecbilics sesdees Rp bsrOdieysuseacdeandencese se = ; ents 
Farsley .......:scsssceeeeees Joe Walker .,..,....-.s.ee0 3 w+. 104 
oa (bye-election)...Allerton Ue Staacy Soe ae ae sales 6 Ae tas OO 
Gillingham ............+++ E@wington i22.0cn..3i200+030%.- Galmngisscccses 255 
Lye... ccscrcesesceveeccceveres Oliver Jenkins ............... Ness lorsene 306 
Meltham  ..........s...+e0 Quarmby .....ssseeeeeeeeeees ie aan es oes 286 
Merthyr.........-seeseeeeees Ll. M. Francis ............... Notfelected... 841 
Pendlebury ............++. Thos) Greenalh-. 251.5. 4..50 Re-elected ... 348 
RET TLE aa ssn oheot cease Charles«Waalsho.t.ic-2562-02 | Ico kik SAR Ae a 308 
Pontypridd ............++- Te LMOMaSMyevec-seascaeesont Not elected... 234 
Tanfield ......s:e.seseceeee. J. Jeffrey .....sccscsoeereenees f sees 
Thornhill Lees............ PRITeriM alles sac: aeavedes oc eaces Kosstrie vies 306 
Tottenham. ©:....:..+000++: EL ai VGysdnct-encadasseestdsace: Not elected... 207 
Yai ERR R rr ccensev neces Broadbank.....ccscssooreserees Re-elected ... 557 
(efit elt ER MOREL ESEOWIN: fivta Ponivenss tes vee sneha Gall Baines 496 
MEGACOM Fee.s 2 nesses scesecees EL AVCISE VA chlabgasdausieciness Not elected... 116 
GUARDIANS 
Derby......0..csseoseneeeeees PL Ay WOOO farsancancdsgeyet=recss Notelected... 99 
Falkirk (Parish Council)W. Marshall............-++++- Re-elected unop. 
GA Ord a ccacsPesscedeas+<se DYED ieee a nrcoen es Ute as ea¥ina cies esis Not elected... 512 
St) Pancras? ....0.scecees Gr Ge Cope fen carnal ess. penne +} 39441300 
West Ham........eeeeee WALES). Jacassouseenaeeesosunaaaee Re-elected .... 753 
re ey ts VETS. | FUSCOtLLaaharns game estany oa UNO p 
Rinne cases hatires ve hen» Mrs. Brodie’ ....:+.... seavenes Not elected... 995 


SCHOOL BOARD. 


Nelson's n.a0 safes ast chee Ormerod...........s-.0+0+00ss. Re-elected ...3695 . 
ELECTIVE AUDITORS. 

Pl ydeespi5sJ22.2¢e eerie J. W. A. Ryan ......c..ceeeee Re-elected unop. 

Liver pooling tim... J. W. Morrissey ............ A a 

S'WanSeal Meececesesesege soot Wy Gs ‘Jenkins o.0..J7scsee9 Gain ‘sae 805 

Sallordy os. eum s tes Wri Eunt.icrtecretente dee Re-elected unop. 


Glasgow City Branch. 


ANNUAL REPORT. 


This branch continues to flourish. At the beginning of last year 
the branch:membership stood at 4o. During the year five members 
resigned, whilst 48 new members joined the branch, leaving a total 
membership of 83 on the roll. A course of fortnightly public 
lectures has been run under the auspices of the City Branch, and 
13 interesting addresses have been delivered on such practical and 
important subjects as rent and housing, co-operation, and a State 
medical service. Mr. J. Shaw Maxwell, in the very able lecture 
with which the course opened, defined the relation of Parlia- 
ment to the municipalty. The lectures were well attended, and 
were invariably followed by a full discussion. Although the branch 
has so far run no candidates for local public bodies, the members 
have taken an active part in assisting at elections in other wards of 
the city, and also at the North-East Lanark bye-election. During 
the municipal elections last November, the branch published a 
leaflet, entitled ‘‘ The Rates: how to reduce and how not to reduce 
them,” by Balie John Ferguson, which was circulated to the extent 
of 23,000 copies, thus helping to educate the electorate on an im- 
portant point. The leaflet resulted in a profit to the branch, which 
will be used in future for similar ventures. Besides subscribing to 
the various election funds, the branch has guaranteed the sum of 
one guinea per annum towards Keir Hardie’s Parliamentary 
Maintenance Fund. At the Annual Conference of the I.L.P. held 
in Liverpool, the branch was represented by Mr. D. F. Robertson, 
and the two resolutions forwarded by the branch were carried. 
During the year the branch has passed a considerable number of 
resolutions, dealing both with local problems and the wider political 
situation. These, together with the speeches of members regarding 
them, have been widely reported in the Glasgow press. The 
resolutions, when necessary, were forwarded to the Town Council, 
the School Board, the Trades Council, and Members of Parliament. 
On several occasions the Town Council and School Board have 
given effect to the proposals put forward by the City Branch. 


[We may add to the above official report that the branch only 
rents a room for its meetings. .It provides no club amenities 
for its members, and only meets for work. Its income for the 
past year was #27 7s. 5d., and its expenditure £26 4s. 64d., 
every penny of which has been spent on direct outlay for 
propaganda, election, and donation. ] 


Jottings. 


By JoHN PENNY. 


The amount paid in fees in March was very low, but there was a 
revival in April, so that the total amount for the two months was 
very little below that received during the same period last year. 
It is imperative that branches should attend to the payment of fees 
regularly. If this matter is neglected there is nothing but debt and 
discouragement before the N.A.C. 


Councillor Herbert Day, of Norwich, who read a paper at the 
Elected Persons’ Conference, and who was a visitor at the I.L.P. 
Conference, was so pleased with all he heard and saw of the Party 
that he has instructed his bankers to pay £20 annually to the 
N.A.C. Another friend has promised {10 per annum. We have 
good reason to expect a number of similar donations. which will 
assist the Party materially, but there is still, and there will continue 
to be, every necessity for the branches not to let their dues fall into 
arrears. 


I wish to call the attention of branches to the advertisement 
which appears in another part of the paper of the photos I have on 
sale. These are really first-class cabinet portraits, and the price is 
one half that usually charged. Every branch ought to have a set 
to put up on the walls of their clubrooms. | 


L.L.P. NEWS. 7 


The next meeting of the N.A.C. will be held at Wolverhampton 
on Monday and Tuesday, May 26th and 27th. If branches desire 
any matters brought before the Council they should write to me as 
soon as possible. Our Wolverhampton comrades are arranging a 
Conference of members in the district on the Saturday evening, and 
on the Sunday evening there will be a great Demonstration. Public 
meetings will also be addressed by members of the N.A.C. at West 
Bromwich, Lye, and other places in the Black Country. 


The Report of the Conference will be ready in a few days. I 
shall be glad to receive orders, so that sufficient copies may be 
printed. 

I have again to urge branches to send me in full election results. 
Many of those published in this issue have had to be hunted up, 
and I am afraid they are not complete. 


Bradford I.L.P. and E. R. Hartley. 


Edwin Halford, secretary Bradford I.L.P., asks us to publish the 
following resolution :— 


‘At the usual monthly meeting of the Bradford Independent 
Labour Party held on Thursday evening last it was resolved : 
‘That the National Administrative Council of the Party having 
decided to take no further part in the Dewsbury election, we 
disagree with their decision to report Mr. E. R. Hartley or any 
of our members who use their influence to help in the return 
of a Socialist candidate.’ ”’ 


[We had no intention of again referring to the Hartley-Dewsbury 
episode in these columns, but the above resolution invites a word 
or two of comment. The Dewsbury business was fully laid before 
the Annual Conference. The Bradford delegates, as well as all 
other delegates, were afforded a full opportunity of stating the 
views of their branches. A vote was expressly taken on the 
question of reporting the conduct of E. R. Hartley, and the action 
of the N.A.C. was endorsed by an overwhelming majority 
_ The above resolution, therefore, of the Bradford I.L.P. is not 
only an expression of disagreement with the N.A.C. on the subject 
referred to, but an expression of dissent from the decision of the 
National Conference. Whether or not the National Conference as 
a jury or the Bradford I.L.P., of which Mr. Hartley is a prominent 
member, is the likelier to be the more impartial tribunal must be 
left to the common judgment of our members, 

We would also point out to our Bradford friends who supported 
the resolution printed above that it is evidently. founded upon a 
misapprehension. The decision of the N.A.C, was not that it (the 
N.A.C.) would take no further part in the election, but that “ the 
1.L.P. take no further part in the election.’ The local branch 
unanimously came to a similar decision. E. R. Hartley was a 
member of the I.L.P., and was as much bound to respect the 
constituted authority of the Party as any other member. If the 
plea of helping ‘‘in the return of a Socialist candidate”’ is to 
dissolve the mutual obligation of our members, not only to respect 
the collective authority of the Party but to abide by the Party’s 
plighted «vord to the Trade Unionists who have pledged themselves 
to act with it, then we may as well confess that our Socialist 
solidarity and political morality show no visible improvement upon 
the practice of the capitalist parties Mr. Hartley himself professed 
such a scrupulous regard for the wishes of the local branch and the 
N.A.C. that up to the last he declared his willingness to fight, if 
asked, against the Socialist candidate referred to. We confess we 
cannot discover by what line of casuistry it becomes right at the 
call of the party to fight another Socialist and wrong at the call of 
the party to abstain from either fighting or helping him. 

Might we gently remind our Bradford friends that resolutions 
approving actions that set at defiance the decision of the Party are 
apt—like chickens—to come home to roost.—Editor, I.L.P. News.] 


THE PLATFORM. 


Each Copy comprises Twenty up-to-date Leaflets. 
A New Leaflet every week. 


PRICE ONE PENNY. 


Five copies (100 leaflets) sent post free to any address for 6d. 
Eleven copies (220 leaflets) for 1/-. 


The Reformers’ Year Book: 1902 
(formerly THE LABOUR ANNUAL). 
Edited and Published by Joseph Edwards, Kirkintilloch, Glasgow. 


Cr. 8vo. 192 pages. Illustrated with numerous portraits. 

Net prices: 2/- in art linen; 1/- in paper. By parcel post, 3d. 
extra. Articles, Biographies, Directories, and Reports. Very 
extensive Directory of Social and Political Reformers. 

Should be in the hands of every member of the I.L.P. 

The Editor specially appeals to all branches to send for a parcel 
for sale to members and others. 6 copies, 5/6; 12 copies, 10/-; 
27 copies, 21/-. Cloth copies count double. Carriage paid, cash 
with order. 


Full set of 8 volumes, 1895 to 1902, in cloth gilt, 13/6; in paper 
covers, 6/-; carriage paid. In all, 1,750 pages. Each volume with 
entirely different contents. 


Order through your local branch, or send direct, with remittance, 
to Editor and Publisher, Joseph Edwards, Kirkintilloch, Glasgow. 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS 


OF 


J. Keir Hardie, M.P., Philip Snowden, J. R. Macdonald, James 
Parker, T. D. Benson, F. W. Jowett, and John Penny. 


SIXPENCE EACH. SEVENPENCE POST FREE. 


I.L.P. Office, 10, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, E.C. 


It is a Common 


advertisement saying of soaps, that they 
save labour in washing and wear. on 


clothes; but only Fels-Naptha returns your 


money if you don’t think-i1t-does both.—.24¢d—__—— 


a bar. 


Fels-Naptha soap 
Peninsular House Monument London E C 


MONTHLY REPORT FROM HEAD OFFICE. | 


APRIL, 1902. 
65 Branches paid Fees in April. 


58 be sent reports without fees. F 
79 is sent neither fees nor reports. ; a 
The income of the Head Office during April was :— 

Affiliation Fees... ie AY £23 18 6 
Sales 4a aoe s# fie 30 16 1 
Election Fund te self tf 122 16 84 
National Branch ... ie ate 015 6 
Donation An sae ote 201-0"), 0 
Sundries ... ek evs ats Sr re) 


£201 13 9s 


The Branch Report Sheet for May must 
be posted on or before the 25th inst. Report Sheets 
may be obtained from the Head Office. : 


NaTIONAL BrancH.—The National Branch of the I.L.P. is open 
to Socialists who endorse the objects and methods of the Party, 
but who are unable, through geographical or other difficulties, te 
join a local Branch. Members of the National Branch receive 
copies of all the official publications of the Party. SuBscRIPTIONS 
FOR THE YEAR I902 ARE NOW DUE, and should be sent to the Head 
Office. The amount of subscription is left to the discretion of the 
member. 


8 RL; 


NEW BRANCHES. 


WakEFIELD—Secretary, F. Clark, 5, Clarendon Street, Wakefield. 


Westwoop—Secretary, R. Wrather, 91, Victoria Street, Middleton 
Road, Oldham. 
NEW SECRETARIES. 


Ayr—Geo. Hunter, Old Brig, Ayr. 

Barrow—Harry Hoyland, 33, New Barnes Village, Barrow-in- 
Furness. ! 

BrIDGETON—D. McDowall, 587, Gallowgate, Glasgow. 

BRYNMAWR AND Buaina--Thos. Parry, 22, Hope Street, Blaina, 
Mon. 

Cannock—W. H. Shenton, Victoria Street, Cannock. 

CLypDEBANK—J. H. Mackenzie, 9, Bruce Street, Clydebank. 

PortsmoutTH—W Sutherland, 12, Brookfield Road, Kingston, 
Portsmouth. 

SoutH SHIELDS—E. W. Towns, 8, Burnham Street, Tyne Dock, 
South Shields. 

SUNDERLAND—B. Purdy, 7, Clark Terrace, Hendon. Sunderland. 

Swansea, N.—Arthur Charles, 121, Kilvey Road, St. Thomas, 
Swansea. 

YEADON—John Webster, 1, Lombard Street, Rawdon, Leeds. 


Branch Fees and Reports. 


The following Branches paid fees in April :— 

Aberdare 3s. 6d., Arbroath 2s. 6d., Ashton (No. 2) 2s. 4d., 
*Attercliffe 5s., Ayr 4d., *Barrow 2s. 6d., Birmingham Central 5s., 
Birmingham West 3s., Blackburn 8s. 4d., Bootle 1s. 6d., Bradford 
£2, Calton 2s. 6d., Camlachie 5s., Cannock 1s. Sd. Garditt SP: 
zs. 6d., Carnoustie 1s. 2d., Clapham 3s., Clydebank 2s. 6d., Crook 
gs. 6d., Dalmellington 1s. 6d., Darlington 2s. 1od., Derby 15s., 
Dowlais 3s., Dunfermline 1s. 6d., East Ham 2s. 3d., Edinburgh 
r7s. 8d., Falkirk 1s. 4d., Gillingham 1s 4d., Glossop 6s., Gorton 
4s. 6d., *Hexham 6d., *Huddersfield £1 2s., Hutchesontown 55., 
Hyde 8s. 4d., Keighley 5s., Kilmarnock 2s. 6d., Leeds West 3s. 8d., 
Leicester £1 1os., Littleborough 2s, 6d., *Long Eaton ros. éd., 
Middlesbrough 3s., Milnsbridge £3 2s., Newcastle 3s. 6d., New 
Marske 3s., Newton Heath 4s. 2d., Norwich 5s, Nottingham 5s., 
*Oldham Central {2 12s. 6d., *Ossett 7s. 6d., Paisley 16s. 8d., 
Pendlebury 8s., Rotherham 3s., St. Helens S.S. 2s. gd., Salford 
North 4s 3d., Salford West 7s., Smethwick 1s. 6d., South Shields 
ss___* Stewart s Stockton 8s. 4d., Swansea North 2s. 4d., 
*Tantobie 2s, 6d., Wakefield 4s. 2d., Warrington 3s. 6d., Westwood 
5s., Yeadon 4s. 4d. (65). 


The following Branches sent Reports without Fees :— 

Aston, Ayrshire, Barnsley, *Bedlinog, *Bentham, Bermondsey, 
Birmingham South, Bridgeton, *Brighouse, *Brynmawr, *Chelms- 
ford, Chesterfield, *College, *Colne Valley, Consett, *Felling, 
“Vinsbury, *Fulham, *Gloucestershire South, *Govan, Hackney, 
Halifax, *Hawick, East Hunslet, Jarrow,* Leeds Central, Lewisham, 
Liverpool, *London City, *Lye, Macclesfield, Merthyr, Mexborough, 
Motherwell, *Nelson, Oldham S.S, *Openshaw, Partick, Peny- 
darren, Pontypridd, Portsmouth, Preston, Pudsey, Renfrew, 
Rochdale, St. Pancras, Stockport, *Sunderland, Swansea S.S., 
Thornhill Lees, Tottenham, Usworth, *West Bromwich, North- 
West Ham, *South-West Ham, Wolverhampton, *Workington, 
Ystalyfera. (58), 


The following Branches sent no Reports :— 

*Annfield Plain, Ashton (No. 1), Berkeley, Blantyre, Bordesley, 
Brechin, Burslem, Bury, Cheltenham, Chester, Chorlton-on- 
Medlock, Cleckheaton, *Cowdenbeath, *Crewe, Crosshills, Cross- 
keys, Crumpsall, Dalserf Lanward, Darwen, *Dudley, Dundee, 
Eccles, Elland, Failsworth, Farnworth, *Gateshead, *Glasgow City, 
Gloucester, Grimsby, Hartlepool, Horwich, *Hollinwood, Hull, 
Hunslet West, Inverness, Kensington North, Kettering, Kirriemuir, 
Langley Mill, Leeds North, Leith, Lesmahagow, Limehouse, 
*Longwood, Maesycwmmer, Manchester North, Mansfield, Merthyr 
Vale, *Middleton, Montrose, *Mossley, *Musselburgh, New 
Cumnock, Oakworth, Oswestry, Rishton, *Rothwell, *Rutherglen, 
*St. Rollox, *Selly Oak, Shildon, Shrewsbury S.S., Sowerby, Spen 
Colliery, Spen Valley S.S., *Spennymoor, Stalybridge, Stroud, 
*Sutton-in-Ashfield, Townhill, Tradeston, Troedyrhiw, Vale of 
Leven, Walkden, *Wednesbury, Wellington S$.S., Wishaw, 
Yarmouth, *York. (79). 


Branches marked with an asterisk (*) pay fees quarterly. 


NEWS. 


OTHER CASH RECEIVED IN APRIL. 


Sales.—Attercliffe 9s. 2d., Falkirk 2s. 8d., Littleborough 5S., ; 


Keighley 2s. 6d., Bentham 5s. 5d., Office Sales £23 5s. gdd., 
Chelmsford ts. 6d., Nelson gs., Glasgow City 5s. 7d., Miss Warren 
8s. 6d., Leeds Central 2s., Rutherglen 4s. gd., Darlington §s. 7d.,’ 
Ashton 2s., Hutchesontown 3s. 1d., Carnoustie 11d., Derby 8s. 11d., 
Bootle 2s. 4d., Aberaman S.S. 1s. 6d., Govan 1s., Limehouse rid., 
St. Helens 8s. 44d., Brynmawr ts. 4d., Paisley 7s. 6d., Pendlebury 
1s., Gillingham ro4d., Newton Heath 3s. 1d., West Birmingham 
2s. 4d., Stockton 9s. 84., Gorton 3s. 1d., Norwich 4s. 6d., Felling 
4s. 11d., Long Eaton 4s. 24d., Smethwick 6s. 3d., South Shields 
5s. 1d., Workington 1s. 11d., Sunderland 1s. 11d., Bridgeton 
1s. 11d. Total £30 16s. rd. 


Election Fund —Bradford Trades Council £1, Barrow 
(collected) 15s. 1d., Carnoustie 13s. 6d., Swansea S.S. (2nd dona- 
tion) tos. 9d., Littleborough £1 6s. 6d., Mr. Prest and Mr. Walker 
(per W. Clayton) 2s., Sutton-in-Ashfield {£1 7s. 3d., Ashton (No. 2) 
7s. 6d., Michael Lee 5s., East Hunslet 7s. 6d., G. Smith 1s., H. 


Smith 1s,, E. Hindmarsh 1s.,, H. Mc. (Londonderry) 2s. 6d., E. A. © 


Henderson 1s., Darwen {1 16s., South Shields Municipal Labour 
League 14s. 6d., S. E. Wild (collected) 4s. 6d., Bentham £2 2s. 3d., 
Newcastle 6s. 6d., Crook branch and friends £1 5s. 6d., per J. 
Trimble (J. T.1s., A. R. 2s. 6d., G. S. Tetley 2s. 6d., A. Hie2s3 WwW: 
W. 1s., J. W. 1s.), J; Porteous tos., W. R. (per H. Sykes) £2 2s., 
Ben. T. Johnson £2 2s., Liverpool 15s., Motherwell £1, Nelson 
branch and friends £2 12s., Hyde £1 16s., Labour Church (Hyde) 
£1 6s. 3d., Rev. J. B. (Hyde) 2s., Carlisle Trades Council 5s. 6d., 
collected by A. B. Newall £1 3s. 9d., per J. Dentith 8s., Nelson 7s., 
Ashton {2 13s. 6d., P. Driver 6s., collected by J. Sparling /1, 
collected by J. Smith 8s. 6d., Longwood £1, collected by W. Ward 
£1 6s. 6d., collected by T. Thornton 43, E. Alexander ros., W. 


Whittaker 2s., per Dan. T. Haigh 15s. 6$d., Burton Trades Council . 


tos., President Burton T.C. 2s. 6d., Milnsbridge £1, Gloucester- 
shire South 13s., Tantobie 7s., Harehills Socialist Club £1 5s. 6d., 


Horwich 17s., collected by E. McCree (Wyke) 14s. 8d., Rochdale ~ 


fis, A. Temple and R. Brown 2s., Preston £1 2s. 6d., North 
Salford £1 6s., Stewarton 10s. 6d., Long Eaton tos., collected by G. 
Belt (Hull) £1 7s. 6d., Glasgow City 5s., Carlisle (No. 1) A.S.R.S. 
tos., collected by Carlisle Clarion Fellowship £1, per Joe Walker 
(Pudsey) £1 1os. 6d., Clapham 16s. 6d., Langley Mill gs. 6d,, 
Norwich tos., Openshaw 2 os. 1od., Cleckheaton tos,, Glasgow 
United Trades Council 10s., Bedlinog £3 15s. 3d., Chesterfield r8s., 
Haworth 16s., John L. Wright 2s. 6d., R. Kernigan 1s., per J. 
Dyson (per J. Keir Hardie) £1 2s. 9d., Keighley £1 1s. 9d., per E. 
Newbery 4s., Darlington {2 tos. 84d., per G. Thurman 2s., Hudders- 
field {1 13s. 8$d., Thos. Dyers 2s., Blackburn 13s. 6d.. Deptford 
and Greenwich Trades Council 5s., J. Rawnsley (collected) 3s., 
J. P. (Stepney) rs. 6d., ‘‘ A Few Morley Friends’’ 3s., Leicester 
£3 18s. 3d, W. T. Burrell 5s. 1tod., North Leeds (per W. T. 
Miller, Clothiers’ List) £1 12s., per W. T. Miller 3s. 11d., Tramway- 
men (per Comrade Gallon) 6s. 5d., per W. Trainer 7s., per R. 
Stetman 6s, per H. Garnett (Polishers’ List) 6s. 1d. per 
T. Snaith 2s. 6d., Dowlais £1, Lewisham 5s. 6d, FJ; 


Greenwood ts., G. Richards 1s., Hednesford 8s., Evan Parker. 


2s. 6d, Tyeredith 1s., Barrow 4s. 11d., Finsbury £1 7s. 9d., 
Middleton 12s. 6d., Mexborough {1 4s., Paisley branch and 
collection at R. Smillie’s lecture £1 3s. 6d., North-West Ham 4s., 
Brighouse £2 9s., Derby branch and Clarion Club (per F. Palmer) 
£1 8s. 1d., per S. Heath 17s. 6d., per A. Riggott 8s., per A. Jackson 
7s., J. O'Neill 2s., A. Barratt 6d., J. Gillis 6d., Holbeck 7s., St. 
Helens S.S. 5s. 6d., Usworth {£1 6s. 6d., Ben Foster (per T. R.) 
2s. 6d., collected by W. Faichnie (Falkirk) £1 2s. 6d., York 14s., 
Nottingham 5s., Barnsley (per J. Quinnell) £2 19s., per John 
Williams £1 1s., Colne Valley {£2 3s. 6d., Leeds 6s., Stockton £1, 
Middlesbrough £2 5s. 9d., Bradford £11 14s. 2d., Partick 15s. 6d., 
Long Eaton 8s. 6d., Edinburgh £1 14s. 6d., per R. Brotherhead 
4s., Sunderland {1 3s. 6d., W. Frith Bryden 2s. 6d. Total 
£122 16s. 84d. ye 


National Branch.—S. Heath 3s., Howard Lewis tos. €d., 
Mr. Henderson 1s., H. Hewlett 1s. Total 15s. 6d. 


Donation.—Councillor H. Day £20. 


Sundries.— Elected Persons’ Conference £3 58 Pendlebury 


2s. Total £3 7s. 


(Signed) JOHN PENNY. 


Printed for the I.L.P., by A. C. LinpLey (Trade Union Printer), 12, Albert Street, Manchester. 
Published at the 1.L.P. Offices, 10, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C. 
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Is There Still Need for Socialism ? 


By Puitie SNOWDEN. 


A summary of that part of the Report of the Chief 
Registrar of Friendly Societies which deals with the 
investments in Friendly, Provident, and Building 
Societies and Savings Banks has recently gone the 
rounds of the press, and the figures have been used to 
convey the impression that the working classes are 
saving large sums from their weekly wages and are the 
owners of a considerable portion of the wealth of the 
country. The figures given in this summary appear to 
have surprised some of our Socialists, who seem to think 
that if it be true that the working classes do possess all 
the savings with which they are credited in the Chief 
Registrar’s statement the case for Socialism is imperilled. 
The total amount of the investments certainly strikes 
one at first sight as being colossal, but its relative 
insignificance becomes painfully obvious on close investi- 
gation. The following are the Chief Registrar’s figur,-- 
for 1&99—is latesi summary :— 


No. of Members. Funds. 

PSM Cit oy DOCU OS ae east a... ...-. 0s nhnese 602,981 £60,776,508 
PIMOMCUY SOGICMCS esas dies .+-+..- 00s cancers 11,750,130 39,487,619 
Co-operative Societies..............:0c00e 1,741,062 35,099,370 
Mrades’ WHiCNS 52s cen ddatee.--sscbnaleches 1,436,283 3:515,067 
Workmen’s Compensation Schemes... 100,397 ... 39,585 
Friends of Labour Loan Societies...... 31,542 250,909 
Railway Savings Bank...............s0c00 52,730 4,654,112 
Trustee Savings -Banks.....c5.2..c0..0% 1,601,485 57,196,458 
Post Office Savings Bank............... 8,046,680 138,818,175 

25,303,290 £339,837,703 


A sum of £340,000,000 is in itself a vast amount, but 
when we divide it amongst 25,363,290 persons it gives 
but a small investment per head. It must be remem- 
bered that the membership of all the above mentioned 
societies, except the Post Office Savings Bank, is 
confined to adults, and as according to the last census 
returns the total number of the working class engaged. in 
industrial, agricultural, and domestic occupations was 
only 15,000,000, and as this includes a large number of 
young unmarried people, it follows that the number of 
persons given in the returns, viz., 25,363,290, must 
include a large number of duplicates, or a very con- 
siderable number of persons who are not of the working- 
class. But making a reasonable allowance for duplicates 
it must be that at least thirty per cent. of the total invest- 
ments are owned by others than the manual labour class. 
This assumption is justified by the fact that according to 
an answer to a parliamentary question over seven-eights 
of the investments in the Post Office Bank belong to 
persons who have less than £50 to their credit, and over 
60 per cent of the separate deposits during a vear are for 
sums of less than £1. aie 


The average amount per member invested in the 
various societies mentioned in the return is less than £13. 
Granting even that all these investments were the 
property of the working class, they have a capital of £13 
a head! But the withdrawals from the Co-operative 
Societies and the Savings Banks, which average some- 
thing like 80 per cent. of the total investments every year, 
prove that much of these savings is made for a temporary 
purpose, and that unemployment, special family ex- 
penditure, and other rainy days, are constantly requiring 
that the small sum put by shall be withdrawn for use. 

It is a fact admitted by all who have had occasion to 
investigate the question that a considerable part of the 
investments put to the credit of the working class is owned 
by the middle class. But although the whole sum 
of £340,000,000 set down in the Registrar’s return as 
invested in what are regarded as working class institutions 
is not the property of the working class, yet it is probable 
that the total property of that class amounts to quite that 


sum or probably even more. There is a considerable _ 


amount of house property, not included in the Building 
Societies returns, owned by the working class. The 
investments of the working class in railways, consols, 
corporation stock, and limited liability businesses must 
in the aggregate amount to a considerablesum. But the 
point to remember in this contiection is, that just as in 
the case of the Post Office Savings Bank, so in regard 
to the working class savings generally, it is correct to 
say that the great bulk is owned by a comparative few. 
Granting then that the 25,363,290 workers have 
property or savings to the value of £340,000,000 does it 
indicate a satisfactory condition? It amounts, as we 
have seen, to less than £13 a head, which is not a very 
lasting protection against pauperism. But the insig- 
nificance of the working classes’ share of the national 
wealth is seen when it is contrasted with the total. 
According to a recent statement of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer the savings of the whole nation amount 
to £ 200,000,000 a year—that is, each year a sum equal 
to half the entire savings of the working class is added 
to the total national wealth. The. capital value 9; alj 
the wealth in the country was estimated in 1899 to 
amount to £14,000,000,000 (fourteen thousand millions), 
according to Sir Robert Giffen. Taking therefore the 
Registrar’s return it appears thar 2 53353,290 persons own 
£ 340,000,000, or anaverage of £13a head, while 15,000,000 


own £13,660,000,009 ‘or. over £900 a head. With such; 


a distribution of wealth as thisy accepting» the figures of 
those whe use them to show the enormously wealthy 
condition of the wage earners, there is still the teed, for 
Socialism. While those who work hard and long have 
for their share £13, and those who work little of not at 
all have £900, there is still need for earnest effort. to 
secure legislation which’ will promote a more equitable 
distribution of the national wealth. 7-4 


2 : : . I.L.P. NEWS. 


~ The Battle in Birmingham. 


MuNICIPALISATION VERSUS MILLIONAIRES AND 
Mownopo.y. 


What has now developed into a pitched battle between 
Monopoly and Municipalisation is being fought out in 
Birmingham. The occasion of the conflict is the pro- 
motion of a new municipal General Powers Bill, which 
contains clauses enabling the Corporation to run trams, 
compel landlord improvements, and regulate certain 
industries in the interest of the community. The 
British Electric Traction Company and the Property 
Owners’ Association have united forces in the fray. 
The hoardings are covered with mendacious statements 
to the effect that municipal trams in Newcastle, Leeds, 
Sheffield, and other places are being run at a loss, and 
generally that Municipal Socialism spells ruin to the 
ratepayers. 

It is understood that Mr. Pierpoint Morgan (who holds 
£400,000 of shares in the British Electric Traction 
Company) and other American speculators are deeply 
interested in the Anti-Municipal crusade. It is, indeed; 
rumoured that these gentlemen are hatching a scheme for 
acquiring a monopoly over all the unmunicipalised tram 
areas in Britain. The appearance on British plat- 
forms of the Hon. Robert Porter, of the Standard Oil 
Trust, as an advocate of private monopoly is a not 
insignificant fact. Meanwhile the Trades Council, the 
I.L.P., and the Socialist Centre, together with many 
progressive Liberals, are enthusiastically organising the 


- front of Battle for Municipalisation ; and ata recent Town 


Hall meeting a resolution in favour of the Bill was 
carried unanimously. The question is to be submitted to 
a vote of the ratepayers after the November elections. 
One of the features of the contest is the active part which 
Mr. Arthur Chamberlain and his son-in-law, J. S. 
Nettlefold, are taking in supporting the private 
monopoly campaign. 


Parliamentary Vacancy at Cleveland. 


Following upon the announcement of the impending retirement 
of Mr. Alfred Pease, the Liberal member for the Cleveland Division, 
the local I.L.P. and the National Council have been active in 
endeavouring to promote a Labour candidature in the division. 
The Chairman of the I.L.P. was early upon the scene, and was 
followed by J. Keir Hardie and the General Secretary, who 
addressed two large public meetings in the division. J.B. Stubbs, 
the secretary of the New Marske I.L.P., who has great influence 
with the miners in the neighbourhood, has contributed much by 
his activity to the success of these and former I.L.P. meetings in 
{he constituency. 

It sneuld be noticed that during the past few years considerable 
I.L.P. and fabian propaganda has been carried on in the division, 
with the resultthat the Miners’ Association joined the Labour 
Representation Committee, and a wide feeling was created in 
favour of the constituencybeing represented by a Labour member. 
This feeling has been greatly stimulated by the prompt intervention 


\\of the I.L.P, at the present juncture, and has led the Miners’ 


\Association to invite the Labour Representation Committee to 
consult with the local Labour representatives.. A preliminary 
conference has already been held, and a further conference takes 
plawe on Saturday the 13th, when it is hoped a definite decision to 
run @ Labour candidate will be come to. The circumstance that 
the majority of the Miners’ delegates are still attached to the 
Liberal Association, and that the latter has the name of Mr. Philip 
Stanhope before it, adds uncertainty to the issue. 

The ce@nstituency is a very wide one, and embraces 70 towns and 
villages grouped under 25 polling stations. 


\ 


-S°In the Cenbwry-is an illustrated account ef prophet 


The October Magazines. 


In the Monthly Review, Elybacher pleads for Lord 
Rosebery and his vague gospel of Liberal Imperialism 
and Efficiency. Nothing is said of his views on Social 
and Labour questions. The Americans, according to 
the New Liberal Review, are beginning those great 
national undertakings—the covering of the whole coun- 
try with electric tramways, the cutting of the inter- 
oceanic canal, and the irrigation of 530 million acres of 
arid land in the far West. The Westminster Review 
thinks that the plan of the Rhodes scholarships will fail, 
as acute young business men from the colonies will not 
find anything they will want to learn at Oxford. The 
Humanitarian contains an article against vivisection. 
The Municipal Reformer is full of valuable information for 
those who are conducting local contests in November on 
independent lines. There isa page on municipal election 
law. The Municipal Journal is devoting much attention 
to the capitalists’ campaign against the Birmingham 
City Council’s proposal to manage its own tramways. 

Macmillan’s Magazine contains an interesting article on 
the English business man by E. Vernéde. The English 
business man chooses his subordinates on principles of 
nepotism and chance rather than of special education. 
He believes in secrecy and his own infallibility. He 
hates theories, though he has plenty of theories of his own, 
e.g., that his own success is due to industry and method, 
that any industrious servant can become a master, and 


that short hours, Trade Union wages, anda love of _ 
sport (when found among working men) will ruin the = 


country. 


Dowie of Chicago and a study of the sense of 
children. 


umour in 
Up to the age of ten years most children find 


fun in the fact that someone else suffers while they look — 


on or are themselves the tricksters ; after that age their 
sense of humour becomes more varied, as it is influenced 
by their education. Girls are less brutal and egoistic in 
their humour. 

Wells continues his essays on things in general in the 
Fortnightly. This month he tells us that special 
research into the laws of heredity and of breeding should 
be encouraged and endowed ; at present he believes that 
criminals and drunkards are manufactured rather by 
environment than by heredity. In the same magazine 
Max Nordau writes on the conditions of success. When 


hunger and love are satisfied, ambition is the great 


motive of human action. This is the desire for power, 
and the quality of the power desired depends upon 
temperament and training. The desires for fame and 
for making millions of money are foolish and anti-social. 
The lowest ambition is that of the vulgar publican, 
the highest that of the cultured philanthropist. In 
politics one can aim at being the parasite and corrupter 
or the critic and educator of the people. The greater 
the number of ambitious politicians of the latter sort, the 
better for a nation; and if men will be contented with 
provincial work, there are countless spheres of usefulness 
at hand. There is a terrible waste of mediocre talent 


_ to-day in the form of literary output on the part of 


amateurs who overrate their own abilities. 
J. A. Fattows. 


C. A. Giyde has just concluded a second very succsssful lecturing 
tour in South ey 


» , 


———~taritiidates at the- approaching municipal elections. 
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What the I.L.P. is Doing. 


The N.A.C. is convening a meeting of Lancashire branches to be 
held at Bolton on Saturday, November 2gth. 


A new I.L.P. branch has been formed at Colne—in the Clitheroe 
division. 

The Blackburn I.L.P. is running two candidates for the 
municipal elections. 


Keighley I.L.P., in association with the Clarion Vocal Union, is 
making preparations for a grand Bazaar to be held at Christmas. 


The I.L.P. and Labour Church Carnival which has just been 
held at Bradford has resulted in a profit of about £100. 


Halifax I.L.P. held its Anniversary Services on September 28th. 
Will Crooks, the Mayor of Poplar, was the speaker. Collections 
over £30! 


Brighouse branch, which was the most successful of all the 
I.L.P. branches in the municipal elections last year, is actively at 
work determined this time to do still better. 


Preston branch made a profit of £30 on its guild festivities. The 
branch has by an overwhelming vote decided not to change to 
‘‘The Socialist Society.” 


A. J. Jackson, the Secretary of the Derby I.L.P., intends, in 
response to the request of the N.A.C., to devote some spare time to 
organising work in the neighbourhood. 


“The Anti-Municipal Conspiracy Exposed”’ is the latest London 
City Branch pamphlet. It is an up-to-date statement on the great 
municipalisation controversy, and should be pushed at every 
branch meeting. The price is one penny. 


Under the auspices of the National Council and the South Wales 
I.L.P. Federation a series of twelve or fourteen meetings will be 
addressed by J. Keir Hardie, M.P., and Philip Snowden The 
meetings will be held in the largest halls and well advertised. 


The Crewe Trades Council has affiliated with the Labour 
Representation Committee, and has decided to put forward 
One of the 
candidates selected by the Council is W. Williams, the active and 
able secretary of the local I.L.P. 


S. D. Shallard is doing invaluable work in connection with the 
Municipalisation struggle in Birmingham. He is referred to as 
‘‘The man of facts and figures’’; and the office of the Birmingham 
Socialist Centre, of which he is secretary, has become the head- 
quarters of the agitation in favour of municipalisation, 


The annual Larner Sugden Memorial Lecture was given by 
J. W. Mackail in the William Morris Labour Church at Leek. 
Raymond Unwin occupied the chair, and the proceedings were 
simple and impressive. Mr. Mackail’s address will be issued as a 
memorial pamphlet. 


Farnworth I.L.P. held its annual tea and social on September 
12th. Friends from the surrounding districts turned up in consider- 
able numbers and helped to make the gathering the great success 
it was. Philip Snowden was present and addressed a few words of 
encouragement. Mrs. Bruce Glasier addressed two successful 
meetings on October 5th. 


Huddersfield I.L.P. joined with the Trades Council, Free 
Churches, and Liberal Association in a great demonstration against 
the Education Bill which was held last Saturday. Philip Snowden 
spoke as the I.L.P. representative. He had a most appreciative 
reception, and his straight appeal to raise the education question 
from the platform of sectarianism to citizenship was heartily 
applauded. 


J. A. Fallows, M.A., who is contesting the Bordesley Ward at 
the Birmingham Municipal elections, is alarming triends and foes 
alike by the amazing candour of his utterances. ‘‘I have never in 
all my life been discreet,’ he told one of his audiences, ‘‘and I 
never intend to be discreet.” Among his qualifications for the 
office of municipal councillor was, he said, his youth. “Iam 
exactly thirty-eight years nine months,’’ he confided, “whereas 
most of the Liberals in the Council are old men with one foot in the 
grave. It would be better if they had both feet there.” At another 
meeting he said, ‘‘One of my chief qualifications is that I do not 
drop my ‘h’s’ in speaking as many Labour representatives do.” 
Mr. Fallows avows and expounds his Socialism in season and out of 
season. He was recently returned unopposed to the Kings Norton 
Board of Guardians. 


"the 


KEIGHLEY, All the five wards are being contested by the I.L.P., 
as was done last year. There are three Liberal and two Tory 
retiring Councillors 


KINNING Park. The Glasgow Executive has founded a new 
branch in the Kinning Park district of the city, and the branch has 
already one of its members, Peter Arnott, in the field as a candidate 
for Kinning Park Town Council. 


CarpiFF. The first season of I.L.P. open-air lectures in Cardiff 
was concluded by a week’s series of lectures by C. A. Glyde, of 
Bradford. The meetings were very successful and brought in 19 
new members. Indoor meetings will now be held every Sunday 
night. 


ATTERCLIFFE. The branch began its winter campaign on 
Saturday, October 4th, by a very successful tea and social. It is 
expected that a profit of about £7 will be cleared. On the Sunday 
following Philip Snowden spoke twice in the large Vestry Hall to 
splendid meetings Collections £4, and many new members. 
After the evening meeting he held a profitable conference with 
the members, 


Lone Eaton. A social gathering of the members was held 
on Saturday, Sept. zoth, to promote the work of the branch during 
the winter. E.R. Newbery presided, and after tea Bruce Glasier, 
the Chairman of the Party, who broke his journey en route to 
Birmingham to take part in the conference, gave a highly interesting 
and encouraging statement regarding the work and organisation of 
the Party. 


LEICESTER. The success of the Sunday evening meetings which 
have been transferred from the Corn Exchange to the new Shoe 
Operatives Hall is now fully assured. The Hall is one of the 
finest in the Midlands. S. D. Shallard gave the harvest festival 
address. The parliamentary candidature of J. R. Macdonald has 
recently received many important resolutions of approval in Trade 
Unions. 


Yorxk.-_Eneouraged-by~the suecess*of the late summer propa- 
ganda, Fred Morley, the secretary, is already communicating with 
leading speakers for next summer’s campaign. He is endeavouring 
to secure a week’s course of systematic lectures from each speaker, 
in order that the principles of Socialism and their application to 
present-day possibilities may be laid as instructively as possible 
before the public. The branch is also taking joint action with 
Trade Union organisations to promote a parliamentary candidature 
at the next election. 


AYRSHIRE FEDERATION. Great efforts have been put forth to 
make the forthcoming I.L.P. and Fellowship Bazaar an unqualified 
success. The Bazaar will be held in the Agricultural Hall, 
Kilmarnock, on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, the 16th, 17th, 
and 18th October. Professor Robertson Watson, M.A., will open 
the Bazaar on the first day, M. Blatchford (Mont Blong) on the 
Friday, and J. Keir Hardie, M.P., on the Saturday. A great 
variety of entertainments have been arranged, and it is hoped that 
from far and near Socialists and sympathisers will make it a duty 
and a pleasure to visit the Bazaar. 


LiverPooLt. The indoor winter lecture course in the Alexandra 
Hall was began on Sunday the 5th with two lectures by J. Bruce 
Glasier. The Labour Representation Council, to which are 
affiliated the I.L.P., the Fabian and S.D.F., together with a number 
of Trade Unions, have decided to contest the Low Hill and Edge 
Hill wards with N. Donovan and R. C. Faulkner respectively. 
Both are members of the I.L.P., and their long connection with the 
Socialist movement is a guarantee that if returned they will not 
restrict their attention to questions of wages and’ Trade Union clauses. 


A. Wood is acting as Election Agent for Low Hill ward and T. | 


W. Morrissey for the Edge Hill ward contests. 


BraprorD. The I.L.P. in Bradford is putting forward three 
candidates for the Town Council this November, viz., A. W. 
Goodison (East Ward), Alf. Heaton (Bradford Moor), and Fred 
Bramley (West Bierley). It is also supporting the Teachers’ 
candidate, John Cryer (Manningham), and the three candidates of 
Workers’ Municipal Election Federation—T. Delibridge 
Heaton), W. C. Hardaker (West Bowling), and A. N. Harris 
Lister Hills). Heaton, Cryer, and Harris are opposed by both 
Liberals and Tories; Delbridge and Hardaker by Tories; and 
Bramley by a Liberal. A four days’ Bazaar, in aid of the I.L.P. 
and Labour Church, was opened on September 24th by Robert 
Blatchford. It is expected that there will be a handsome surplus. 
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German Secialist Congress... 


It is with no little satisfaction that we gather from the 
press reports of the Annual German Socialist Congress, 
recently held at Munich, that the movement for freedom 
of thought and a policy of progress which proclaimed 
itself so earnestly at last year’s Congress has this year 
assumed hopeful dimensions. We are no less glad to 
note that the temper of the Congress towards freedom of 
opinion affords hope that the new movement will not be 
compelled to take a secessionist course, but that the 
general party will eventually accept its initiative and 
advance all along the line from the bondage of the 
Marxian tradition. The German movement is passing 
through a somewhat similar phase to that which the 
English Socialist movement passed through ten years 
ago, when the 1.L.P. found it necessary to create a new 
party. It is certain that in Germany, as in this country, 
the new movement will not submit to repression; and 
should the Marxist section insist upon closing the book 
of Social Democracy against new ideas and new methods 
a disruption_in the party must follow. 

The Bernsteimontroversy is only an external incident ; 


, the forward movement is deeper and more profound in 
\its Socialist faith than perhans Bernstein himself under- 


stands. An important sign of the spirit of change that 
is\. stirring German Socialist thought is to be found 
in the decision of the Congress to refer Dr. Lindemann’s 
resolution embodying a progressive municipal programme 
to the consideration of next year’s Congress. This is, 
we understand, the first occasion on which the German 
Socialists in congress have agreed to put forward for 
discussion a municipal programme on the lines similar to 
those adopted by Socialists in this country. 


NEWS. 


“aire destiny—he remains tc us-a writer of great imag 


Zola. 


The death of M. Zola takes away from the world a 
writer of remarkable genius, whose pen, however erratic- 
ally, pleaded constantly for freedom and the cause of the 
people. His death, just at a time when his social con- 
ceptions were ripening and his personal influence for 
reform was becoming a national and international power, 
is a great misfortune, and we join with the Socialists in 
France in laying a tribute of admiration and regret on 
his grave. 

It is altogether very doubtful whether the so-called 
realism of many of the scenes and characters in his books 
constitutes. art or conveys an essentially scientific 
impression of the facts of life which he sought to 
portray. Realism, in the true sense, does not, we think, 
consist in bringing into glaring relief the animal pro- 
trusions of the human body or mind. Human life, like 
the human body, can doubtless with literal exactness be 
represented as a reservoir of disgusting animal fermenta- 
tions, but the representation is none the less a grotesque 
and monstrous one. Nor is it likely that the obtrusion 
of the physical sensations of human vice and misery 
tends eventually to excite us either to revolt or remedy 
against their foulness. The conventions which pertain 
to the inspiring art of all ages are not of the nature of 
glosses, but are truthful modes of presenting to our 
minds the essentials of such human and spiritual facts as 
literature and art are capable of delineating. 

But whatever be the faults of Zola’s literary method— 
however much he may have been misled by his theo 
literalism, and his no less doubtful theories of he 


tion, and a philosopher of rare sympathy with the suffer: 
lot of the poor and oppressed. Perhaps his books may — 
not sustain their present place in the order of literary 
fame, but there will remain to his name the glory of 
being an undaunted friend of freedom and a _ bold 
advocate of national uprightness and high social ideals. 


The St. Helens Boycott. 


In his weekly article under the heading of ‘‘ Labour 
and Progress” in the Manchester Evening News for the 
4th inst., Mr. Fred Brocklehurst discusses with much 
clearness and force the issues raised by the St. Helens 
Co-operative boycott. It appears that the struggle is 
going on with great determination on both sides. The 
private traders, however, are the aggressors, and the 
co-operators are acting only on the defensive. So com- 
prehensive is the attempted boycott that it is said to 
include customers of the stores, tradesmen who do any 
work for them, bankers who bank their money, doctors 
who attend their sick, and even clergymen or ministers 
who give evidence of any sympathy with them. The 
local shop assistants have joined hands with their 
employers in the struggle, though whether from convic- 
tion or coercion we do not know. 

In fighting the Co-operative Stores at St. Helens the 
private traders are fighting, Mr. Brocklehurst points out, 
one of the greatest trading industries of the town. It 
occupies the finest business premises and has a turnover 
of over¥ 250,000 a year. It is calculated that its mem- 
bership is representative of half the population of the 


a 


town. In embarking upona struggle against an organisa- 
tion of these dimension$§ the private traders have under- 
taken what seems to be a self-ruinous task. They have 
arrayed against them not merely the material interests of 
half the population but the moral conviction of the most 
self-respecting section of the working-class citizens. 
For industrial co-operation, as Mr. Brocklehurst rightly 
remarks, is more than a mere combination of consumers. 
It partakes of the characteristics of a social religion, and 
although the bulk of St. Helens co-operators may be 
uninfluenced by its higher aims, nevertheless the res- 
ponsible heads of the movement—those who are the 
legitimate successors of the Rochdale pioneers—see in 
the attack of the St. Helens traders a menace to a great 
democratic and civilising force. This isa point which is 
not sufficiently recognised by critics of co-operation. 
Evidently the private traders have no comprehension of 
the ‘inevitable power” of co-operation against which 
they have set their spring guns and man traps. Mr. 
Brocklehurst quotes the last published returns, which 
show that the co-operative stores in the United Kingdom 
have a membership of close upon two millions. Their 
share capital stands at over twenty-four and a half 
millions, and their assets in the form of buildings, land, 
machinery, stock, etc., stands at thirty-eight and a half 
millions. But the co-operative movement is wider than 
even these figures show. It is not confined to working- 
class stores. There are the Army and Navy Stores, the 
Household Stores, and other middle-class co-operative 
institutions. And what are the trusts and combines 


-which have floated over from the Atlantic but embodi- 


ments of the same principle—the principle that it is 


______. bettex_to co-operate for-common ends than fight each 


man in isolated battle for his own hand ? 

That a great difference of principle exists between 
working-class co-operation and capitalist trusts and com- 
bines Mr. Brocklehurst does not fail to note. A com- 
bination of capitalists or shopkeepers is a combination of 
a few individuals against the general public. That they 
serve the public is an incidental result, not a primary 
object. Industrial stores on the other hand are essenti- 
ally combines of the public to preserve themselves 
against the waste and extortion of trading carried on for 
private advantage of the few. The one may become a 
danger to the community, the other cannot. Neverthe- 
less, as the conflict at St. Helens shows; the private 
traders can only attempt to contest the ground with 
co-operation by themselves co-operating for that purpose. 
That is the irony and at the same time the logic of the 
situation at St. Helens. It shows by the very fact of the 
collective action of the shop-keepers that the principle of 
free individualist enterprise, for which they are supposed 
to be contending, is already doomed, if not extinct. The 
boycott therefore resolves itself into a struggle, not of 
free competition against co-operation, but of a combina- 
tion of the few—the shop-keepers—against a combination 
of the many—the industrial consumers. 

We agree with Mr. Brocklehurst in thinking that the 
policy adopted by the St. Helens traders in persecuting 
clerks and domestic servants, by seeking to deprive them 
of their occupations and their board and lodgings, is a 
puny policy and one that is foredoomed to failure. 
Trusts can only be fought by counter trusts, and i 
trial co-operation can only be, jeopardised 
capitalist combines that will seek to affrd the public 
greater advantages than are offered bythe people’s stores. 
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The City of London branch is to be congratulated on 
its prompt publication of ‘‘ The Anti- Municipal Conspiracy 
Exposed,” by H. T. Muggeridge. The pamphlet exhibits 
in a striking fashion the predicatory character of the 
Anti-Municipal crusade, and deals trenchantly with the 
Times’ and other misstatements. It should be vigorously 
pushed by every I.L.P. branch. 


Universal alarm and regret was created throughout the 
movement by the announcement that J. Keir Hardie, 
M.P., had been suddenly seized with a dangerous illness 
on the eve of lecturing in Dundee on the 2oth of last 
month. Happily the illness did not prove as serious as 
was at first announccd, and Mr. Hardie has already in a 
great measure recovered. He has, however, been warned 
that he is greatly overtaxing his strength; a warning 
which everyone who knows the ceaseless work and 
anxiety of his life during the past ten years will 
endorse. 

The attention of Lancashire I.L.P. branches is drawn 
to the General Secretary’s announcement concerning the 
special organising meeting which is to be held at 
Bolton on Saturday, 29th November. The meeting is 
convened by the National Council and is for the purpose 
of bringing the Lancashire branches into closer touch, 
and increasing the strength and efficiency of the move- 
ment in Lancashire. Each I.L.P. branch is invited to 
send not less than two delegates, but it is hoped that 
there will be a large attendance of members in addition 
to this, as the Conference will be chiefly of a consultative 
and introductory character. J. Bruce Glasier, Philip 
Snowden, Jas. Parker, and the General Secretary will 
attend on behalf of the Council. 


A circular signed by T. D. Benson, Treasurer of the 
I.L.P., and Keir Hardie has been issued to the branches. 
The circular invites the branches to assist in an effort to 
raise £500 a year, in addition to the present affiliation 
fees. From the terms of the appeal it will be seen that 
it is highly important that the proposal should be 
immediately responded to, and we trust every branch 
and every member will immediately do their duty in the 
matter. 


W.F. Black has, we are glad to be informed, accepted 
the invitation of the I.L.P. and the Dundee Central 
Workers’ Committee to contest the constituency at the 
next Parliamentary Election. His candidature at once 
takes rank as one of the foremost and most hopeful Labour 
candidaturesin the country. Mr. Black possesses admjp~ 
able qualifications as a Labour representative pyj5 
Socialist and Labour principles may be saiq to be life- 
long. He was one of the earliest memérs of the I.L.P 
and there are few men who D%ésess a more intimate 
knowledge of Land and Labour problems in Scotland. 
As a journalist he hag constantly interested himself/in 
the life and of the common people, and duting 
the past d¢zén years has made it a duty to be present at 
‘Trade Union Congress. f 


4 


The debate between Philip Snowden and Mr. Tom- 
kinson, M.P. for the Crewe Division, was in one respect 
very disappointing. It was really no debate. Mr. 
Tomkinson refused to fight, honestly declaring after Mr. 
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Snowden’s first speech that if it was to be a fight it 
would be a poor look-out for him. He contented him- 
self by agreeing generally with Mr. Snowden, but 
thought Mr. Snowden’s picture of the industrial misery 
of the country too blackly coloured and his reform 
proposals a little too drastic for immediate application. 
There was really, in his opinion, no need for any conflict 
between Socialists and Liberals. When next the 
Liberals came into office they would carry us well 
forward towards Socialism by giving us taxation of land 
values, temperance reform, and compulsory arbitration. 
Mr. Tomkinson is clearly a well meaning and somewhat 
enlightened old gentleman, with whom it seems harsh to 
argue too seriously. 


In a letter which Mr. Herbert A. Day, of Norwich, has 
sent to the Co-operative and reform press, he calls 
attention to the important part which the Co-operative 
movement might play in promoting adequate parlia- 
mentary and municipal representation, to deal with the 
Land and Housing questions, which he considers are 
all important at the present moment. The Co-operative 
movement is, he rightly thinks, in a favourable position 
to undertake this duty. In nearly every industrial town 
in England there is, he points out, a Co-operative Society 
making reasonable profits, and each of these might, 
without much self-sacrifice, set apart at least a tenth 
part of its profits for this important object. 


Mr. Day instances the Co-operative Society of 
Norwich—the town in which he lives—and it is by no 
means the most favourable instance that might be cited. 
During last year it distributed in dividends nearly 
£12,000 or about £2 4s.a member. A tenth of this sum 
or a penny a week would provide £1,300, with which 
sum ten working-class representatives on local bodies and 
one member of parliament would be maintained and their 
election expenses met. 


That some such scheme as Mr. Day urges will soon 
be taken into serious consideration by the more pro- 
gressive and more alert Co-operative Societies, need 
hardly be doubted. While, however, we would rejoice 
to see co-operators in any town taking upon themselves 
the responsibility of furnishing means for the maintenance 
of ten representatives on their local bodies and a 
representative in parliament, we would point out that the 
co-operators by joining with the united Labour Represen- 
tation Committees could secure an even more satisfactory 
result, and at very much less outlay from their Co- 
operative funds. A penny a month instead of a penny a 
week would be amply sufficient for all immediate 


purposes 


Re, 


At Nelson, Lancashiit, there are branches of the I.L.P. and 
S.D.F. Until recently the twe organisations have worked together 


Re 


for local election purposes, and “a joint committee conducted a 
monthly journal. Sel Be and eh hostility of the S.D.F. 
towards Mr. Shackleton’s candidature, and i@.the abuse of, the 
I.L.P. by W. Gee, an S.D.F. lecturer, the I.L.P. BOW, severed 
its connection with the S.D.F. The journal has becgme the 
property, of the S.D.F.and the first number under the al 


proprietorship is mainly devoted to abuse and misrepresentation of “ 


the I.L.P. 


Councillor Robert Morley, of Halifax, is one of the candidates 
nominated for the post of parliamentary representative of the 
Ironmoulders’ Society. The list of selected names is about to be put 
to a ballot of the members. 


The Birmingham Campaign. 


The I.L.P. in Birmingham has thrown itself vigorously into the 
struggle for the right of municipal enterprise, and is working in 
hearty co-operation with the Citizens’ Committee, which consists of 
delegates from the Trades Council, the I.L.P., and the birmingham 
Socialist Centre. One of the most important contests in connection 
with the municipal elections is being fought by J. A. Fallows, M.A.,. 
in behalf of the I.L.P. in the Bordesley Ward. The ward is several 
square miles in extent and contains over 11,000 voters, and the 
campaign there will almost reach the dimensions of a Parliamentary 
contest. The Trades Council has endorsed Mr. Fallows’ candida- 
ture, and many Trade Unions have appointed delegates to his 
committee. Alf. Hunt is acting as secretary of the committee, and 
a qualified election agent has been appointed. 


Municipal Coal Supply. 


The important question of the right of municipalities to supply 
coal to the ratepayers was raised in a novel fashion at a recent 
meeting of the Bury Town Council. It seems that the Elton 
Co-operative Dyeing Co. Ltd. had made application to be supplied 
with coal by the Gas Committee. The committee reported to the 
Council that it could not see its way to comply with the request, 
whereupon Dr. Greenhalgh, the recently elected I.L.P. councillor, 
challenged the decision of the Gas Committee. He pointed out 
that the Committee was already supplying coke, and he did not see 
why it should not supply coal. He congratulated the Co-operative 
Dyeing Co. upon its enterprise in making the application and 
moved that the decision of the committee be referred back. Mr. 
R. Kay seconded. The chairman of the Gas Committee objected 
that it would make the Gas Committee into a trading concern, and 
they would want a separate department formed. The Town Clerk 
declared that the Corporation had no power to supply coal. Dr. 
Greenhalgh thereupon withdrew his amendment and gave notice of 
a resolution that the Council apply for statutory powers by a bill in 
Parliament to supply coal. BAS) 


|.L.P. Demonstration at Southport. 


In connection with the meeting of the National Council at 
Southport a Demonstration was held under the auspices of the 
Southport branch in the Temperance Institute on Monday, 29th 
September. There was a large audience, which included a con- 
siderable portion of middle-class residents. Leonard Hall occupied 
the chair, and was supported on the platform by J. Bruce Glasier, 
John Penny, Philip Snowden, F. W. Jowett, Jas. Parker, and Wm. 
Varley, secretary of the branch. In opening the proceedings. 
Leonard Hall expressed deep regret at the absence of J. Keir 
Hardie, M.P., owing to illness, and spoke in high terms of his 
services to the cause of Labour and Socialism. He then in 
a characteristically bold and epigrammatic speech set forth the 
aims of Socialism and the policy of the I.L.P. J. Bruce Glasier, 
who next addressed the meeting, referred to the remarkable. 
growth of I.L.P. principles among the Trade Unions and dealt with 
the conflict raging in Birmingham over the question of municipalis-. 
ing the trams and other public services. Philip Snowden, who 
followed, reviewed the history of the political parties in Britain and 
appealed eloquently for a new regime of democratic and Socialist. 
effort in Parliament and the nation. F. W. Jowett, in a concluding 
speech, dwelt upon the important work that had been done, and the 
further work that must be done, by Labour representatives on 
public bodies. The receipts of the meeting in collections and 
subscriptions were highly satisfactory, and a large amount of 
literature was sold. 

A social to welcome the N.A.C. was held by the branch on the 
Saturday evening. There was a large attendance, and a most 
enjoyable evening was spent. The branch has expressed much 
satisfaction at the result of the N.A.C. visit. 


Correspondence. 


. CuamBers, The paragraph in the J.L.P. News to which you 


refer 2quires no amplification. It was a public comment on a 
public mattt:%i2., the erroreous outside impression that the vote 


given in connectit? with the Secretaryship election wasa test of the 
strength of Socialist opie in the Congress. 
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Jottings. 


By Joun PENNY. 


Before the next issue ot the News is published the results of the 
Municipal Elections will be known. I hope to be able to give a 
comprehensive table showing our gains and losses and the figures 
polled by I.L.P. candidates. With that object in view, I have to 
ask secretaries to send me exact result immediateiy after the 
declaration of the poll. In past years I have had to hunt up the 
figures in all kinds of newspapers and press cuttings, and the result 
has never been satisfactory. If the secretaries will fill up the form 
on the back of the ordinary report sheet errors will be obviated. 


It will be interesting to note, by the way, the effect of the Times 
attack on our policy. The Times has been supplying arguments for 
our adversaries which they will probably use unscrupulously. All 
the more need, therefore, for strenuous work on the part of our 
candidates and canvassers. 

At the N.A.C. meeting at Southport the candidature of J. R. 
MacDonald for Leicester was formaliy endorsed. The situation in 
a large number of coustituencies was considered, but it is advisable 
not to make any public statement concerning them at present. 

Arrangements were put in hand for holding a Conference of 
Lancashire branches at Bolton on Saturday afternoon, November 
2oth. Full particulars of same will be sent to the branches con- 
cerned 'in due course. As matters of great importance will be 
considered at this meeting, branches are urged to do their utmost 
to be fully represented. 

Arrangements were also made for Keir Hardie and Philip 
Snowden to visit South Wales in November. 

The next meeting of the N.A.C. will be held at Blackpool on 
Monday and Tuesday, December 1st and 2nd. 

Bruce Glasier will be in London from November 17th to 21st, and 
will be glad to meet two or three of the London branches in their 
rooms to talk over questions of policy and the advancement of the 
Party in the Metropolitan area. 


Labour Representation of Dundee. 


ee ee 


Great interest has been excited in Dundee by the recent develop- 
ments of the Local Labour Representation movement. A public 
meeting for the purpose of urging the adoption of a Labour 
Candidate was held on Thursday, 25th September. Although the 
absence of J. Keir Hardie, M-P., who was to have been chief 
speaker and who was laid down by a severe illness on his arrival in 
town, proved a great disappointment to the meeting, the proceedings 
were highly encouraging. On the following Thursday Keir Hardie 
—at great personal risk on account of his illness—attended a 
meeting of the Trades Council and delivered a powerful address 
on the aims and practical policy of Labour Representation in 
Parliament. On the same evening the Dundee Municipal Workers’ 
Committee met under the presidency of R. Souter and unanimously 
agreed to invite Mr. W.F. Black, of the staff of the People’s Journal, 
to contest the seat. Simultaneously a meeting of the I.L.P. was 
held, Mr. A. J. Scott presiding, when a resolution to invite Mr. 
Black was also unanimously adopted. Mr. Black is well known in 
Trade Union circles im’Scotland and has been connected with the 
L.L.P. since its formation in Dundee ten years ago. His candi- 
dature would undoubtedly be highly popular in the town and would 
greatly help to advance I.L.P. principles in the East of Scotland, 


With Fels-Naptha «a half-hour’s soaking 
does half the washing—half the rubbing 
and half the wear on clothes are avoided. 

Your Grocer returns your money if you 
don’t think so. 24d a bar 


Fels-Naptha soap 


> 


89, Wilson Street, London, E.C. 


PENNY PAMPHLETS. 


The Anti-Municipal Conspiracy Exposed. By H.T. 
MUGGERIDGE (now veady). ‘This tract discloses the 
inner meaning of the Times’ attack on Municipal 
Collectivism. Facts up to date, figures reliable. 
Every Socialist and Municipal Reformer should read 
it. 

Socialism for Children. 

GLASIER. 


William Morris. By J. W. Macxair. 
Commercialism and Child Labour. 
Imperialism: Its meaning and tendency. 


Labour Laws for Women: Their reason and their 
results. 3rd Edition. 


The Independent Labour Party: What it is, and 
where it stands. 


Real Socialism. 


By KaTHERINE BRUCE 


By RosBert BLaTcHFoRD. 


I.L.P. Office, 10, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, E.C. 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS 


OF 
J. Keir Hardie, M.P., Philip Snowden, J. R. Macdonald, James 
Parker, T. D. Benson, F. W. Jowett, and John Penny. 


SIXPENCE EACH. SEVENPENCE POST FREE. 


TENTH ANNUAL REPORT of the 
INDEPENDENT— LABOUR PARTY. 


Contains 56 pages of interesting matter: N.A.C. Report, Conference 
Report, List of Delegates, Balance Sheet, Directories of Branches 
and Elected, Persons, etc. 


Price Twopence. Threepence Post Free. 


THE PLATFORM 


Each Copy comprises Twenty up-to-date Leaflets. 
ONE PENNY WEEKLY. 


Five copies (100 leaflets) sent post free to any address for 6d. 
Eleven copies (220 leaflets) for 1/-. 


A New Leaflet every week. 
DISTRIBUTE THE PLATFORM. 


GOOD PROPAGANDA WORK FOR ALL TO DO. 


Published at the I.L.P. Office, 10, Red Lion Court, 
Fleet Street, London, E.C. 


The Reformers’ Year Book: 1902 
(formerly THE LABOUR _ANNUAL). 
Edited and Published by Joseph Edwards, Kirkintilloch, Glasgow. 


Cr. 8vo. 192 pages. Illustrated with numerous portraits. 

Net prices: 2/- in art linen; 1/- in paper. By parcel post, 3d. 
extra. Articles,.Biographies, Directories, and Reports. / Very 
extensive Directory of Social and Political Reformers. 

Should be in the hands of every member of the I.L.P. 

The Editor specially appeals to all branches to send for a parcel 
for sale to members and others. 6 copies, 5/6; 12 copies, 10/-; 
27 copies, 21/-. Cloth copies count double. Carriage paid, cash 
with order. 

Order through your local branch, or send direct, with remittance, 


_to Editor and Publisher, Joseph Edwards, Kirkintilloch, Glasgow. 
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MONTHLY REPORT FROM HEAD OFFICE. 


OCTOBER,» 1902. 


60 Branches paid Fees in September. 
50 * sent reports without fees. 
sqoye) i sent neither fees nor reports. 


The income of the Head Office during September was :— 


Affiliation Fees LIG 113) 3 
Sales ees ais as Asis 3.67, 
National Branch ... He: rk TQ: CO 
Election Fund igs OF) O92 GOR 
Donations... LO, 30.*70 
Sundries ... Tl 3h 
ZO -6 7B 


The Branch Report Sheet for October must 
be posted on or before the 25th inst. Report Sheets 
may be obtained from the Head Office. 


NaTIoNnaL Brancu.—The National Branch of the I.L.P. is open 
to Socialists who endorse the objects and methods of the Party, 
but who are unable, through geographical or other difficulties, to 
join a local Branch. Members of the National Branch receive 
copies of all the official publications of the Party. SUBSCRIPTIONS 
FOR THE YEAR 1902 ARE NOW DUE, and should be sent to the Head 
Office. The amount of subscription is left to the discretion of the 
member. 


ConstTItuTION.—Copies of the Constitution of the Party may b® 
obtained from Head Office, price Fourpence per dozen, post free. 
Pence Cards are supplied at. the same price, Samples on applica- 
tion. 


UNATTACHED SYMPATHISERS.—Branches are recommended to 
Prepare lists of known sympathisers in their districts. 
should be asked to subscribe-to the funds of the Party if they can- 
not see their way to become members. 


free. 
Our ExEecTED PERsons.—We are at all times glad to hear what 


our members on public bodies are doing. If comrades will supply — | 


2s-with-reports or marked copies of newspapers containing’ records 
of their work, we shall be very greatly obliged. 


NEW. BRANCHES. 


ABERAMAN S,S.—Secretary, W. W..Price, Bryn Cottage, Hill 
Street, Aberaman, Aberdare. 

CoLnE.—Secretary, Bryan Chapman, 30, Market Street, Colne. 

FERNDALE.—Secretary, J. H. Meecham, 2, Fountain Street, 
Ferndale. 


NEW SECRETARIES. 


BLACKBURN.— Walter Hobkirk, 13, Montagu Street, Blackburn. 
Bury.—J. A. Pilling, I.L.P. Club, Cross Street, Bury. 
EDINBURGH,—J. Dawson Crawford, M.A.,. 429, Lawnmarket. 
Govan.—John Fulton, 106, McLellan Street, Govan. 
MippLeton.—James Partington, 60, Old Hall Street, Middleton. 
SPRINGBURN.—Lamont Ross, 107, Gourlay Street, Giasgow. 


Branch Fees and Reports. 


“s Branches marked with an asterisk (*) pay fees quarterly, 
“The foLlowing Branches paid fees in September :— 


“Ashton No. 2 48 3d), Barnsley. 6s. 1d., Birmingham West 3s., 
Bootle, 1s. 6d., Bordesley 2s. 6d., Bury paid; Camlachie, 15s., 
Cardiff 2s. 6d., Carnoustie, 1s., Chelmsford. 2s. 6d., Chorlton_12s. 


Clapham 3s., Consett 3s. Cwmavon 1s., Darlington 2s. rod.,.Dun-~. 
fermline 3s., Edinburgh 16s. 3d., *Gateshead 17s. 6d., Giossop’3s., 


Gorton 4s. 6d.,.*Hollinwood 18s,, Hyde 8s. 4d., Keighley 5s., 
*Leeds North 12s. 6d,, Leeds West paid, Leicester paid, Leith 
1s, 8d., Littleborough 2s., Liverpool 1os., *Long Eaton ros. 6d., 


eat y s 


Such people - 


way A printed-form of invitation _ 
may be obtained fromthe Head Office, price Is.6d-per 100, pose 


_»Sundries.—Metropolitan Council 
_ Barrow.6d. Total £11 11s. 33d. 


| Printed for the I.L.P., by A. C. Linprey (Trade U 
: Published at the I.L.P. Offices, 10, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, 


*Longwood 6s. 9d., Manchester Central 2s. 1d., *Middleton, £1, 
Milnsbridge paid, New Marske 1s. 6d., Newton Heath 8s. 4d., Nor- 
wich 7s. 6d., Nottingham 2s. 3d., *Oldham Central £1. Oldham = 
2s. 6d., Pennydarren £1, Preston 13s. 6d,, Rotherham 5s., St. 

Helens S.S. 3s. 3d., Salford North 4s. 3d., Shrewsbury S.S. paid, 

South Bank 1s. 2d., Southport 1s. 8d.; Springburn 1s. 6d., Smeth- 
wick 1s. 6d., South Shields 2s. 6d.,,.Stockton & Thornaby 4s 2d., 
*Sutton-in-Ashfield 2s., Swansea S.S. ris. 3d. *Tantobie 5s., Wake- es 

fiéld 4s. 2d., Warrington, 3s. 6d., *West Ham South 15s. Woolwich . =» 
5s. 1d. *Workington tos., *York £1 15s. (60,) me aes Se 


yan 


The following Branches sent Reports without Fees :— 


Aberaman S.S., *Annfield Plain, Arbroath, *Attercliffe, *Barrow ‘ 

*Bentham, Birmingham Central, Birmingham South, Blackburn 

Bradford, Bridgeton, *Brighouse, *Brynmawr, Colne, *College, | 
*Crewe, Derby, Dundee, Ferndale,*Finsbury, Fulham, Gillingham, i 
Gloucéster, *Govan, Hackney, Halifax, Hartlepool, Kettering, & 
Kilmarnock, *Leeds Central, Lewisham, *London City, Merthyr, 
*Musselburgh, *Nelson, Newcastle, *Ossett, Rochdale, *Rothwell, 
St. Pancras, Salford West, Selly Oak, Shildon, Sowerby, Stockport, 
*Sunderland, Thornhill Lees, * West Bromwich, North-West Ham, 


Yeadon (50). : 


The following Branches sent neither Reports nor Fees :— 


Aberdare, Ashton (No. 1), Aston, Ayr, Ayrshire Central, 
*Bedlinog, Berkeley, Bermondsey, Blantyre, Brechin, Burslem, 
Calton, Cannock, Cheltenham, Chester, Chesterfield, Cleckheaton, 
Clydebank, *Colne Valley,*Cowdenbeath, Crook, Crosskeys, Cross- 
hills, Crumpsall, Dalmellington, Dalserf Lanward, Darwen, Dowlais, 
*Dudley, East Ham, Eccles, Failsworth, Falkirk, Farnworth, 
*Felling, *Glasgow City, *Gloucestershire S., Grimsby, Hands- 
worth, *Hawick, *Hexham, Horwich, *Huddersfield, Hull, East 
Hunslet, West Hunslet, Hutchesontown, Inverness, Jarrow, North 


radeston, 


Sales.—Woolwich 5s,, Derby 3s., Bootle 3s. 6d., Nottingham 
£1 3s. 9d., South West Ham 3s. 8d., Glossop 7s. 9d., Finsbury 15s., 
Falkirk 15s. 3d., Aston (No. 2) 3s., Brynmawr and Blaina, 1s. rod.,. 
Motherwell 5s. 6d., Southport 12s. 9d., Yeadon 2s. gd., Musselburgh 
3s., Consett 1s. 6d., Oldham 4s., Wakefield 16s., Long Eaton 4s. 3d., 
Rothwell 2d., North Salford 3s. 1d., Dowlais 3s. 9d., Gorton 3s. 1d., 
Cwmayon 15s. 2d., Smith & Sons £3 os. 11d., Birmingham Central 
2s. 3d.,,;Sowerby fr 4s. 8d., South Shields 3s. 11d., Ferndale 
6s. 2d., Penydarren’1s., Felling 5s. 4d., Smethwick Workington 
16s. 13d., Shrewsbury S.S. 2s. 6d., Norwich 4s. 6d., Cardiff ros. 74d., 
Stockton 2s. 4d., Twentieth Century Press 7s. 7d., Chorlton-on- 
Medlock 7s. 6d.,;Chelmsford 1s. 6d., Littleborough 2s., Clydebank 
1s., Blackburn 2s. 4d., Keighley 9s, 1od., Barrow 1s. 6d., Tantobie ~ 
15s. 6d., Liverpool £1 4s. 74d., Glasgow C.C.C. 14s., Preston © 
18s. gd., Carnoustie. 5d:. Colne 2s. 8d., Birmingham West 3s., 
Newton Heath 6s. 2dy; Office Sales £27 11s. 10d. Total £48 3s. 7d, : 


National Branch.—John Tamlyn 2s., J. Sparling 2s. 6d, _ 
A. Sparling 2s. 6d., F, Knee 1s., H. Bodell.Smith 2s., Jas. Sims 5s, 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Sproson 3s. 6d., G. D..Blogg 2s. 6d.,N. 
Gartside zs. 6d., A. Wilson 1s., C. J. Money 5s. Total £1 9s. 6dse 


Election Fund.—Sowerby 6s. 6d. W. Frith Bryden, 28-64, 
Total gs. ‘ PI 

Donation.—W.M. £10. ts Die raae 
£9 ‘0s. odd, J. £2 10s, 


(Signed) JOHN PENNY, — 
rion Printer), 12, Albert Stret t, Manchester. 
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Revolt of 
‘Labour. . 


Tue word “revolt” will bring to some readers’ eyes visions of barricades: in 

_ the streets, burning houses, and falling churches, and he will fancy he hears the roll 
“of musketry and the groans of the wounded. 
He need not be unduly alarmed, however. The Independent Labour Party 
does not ‘preach physical force or mob law. The revolt spoken of here is a very 
different kind of thing. 
s° ‘4. Letus’see whai : “his revolt means. It means the growing up of an idetasdent 
* frame of mind among the workers. It means discontent on their part with things 
~~ sas-they are, and a determination to think: out their own salvation. There could be ~ 
no greater revolt than this, Pics 
‘We may say that this revolt dates tists the extension of education factitien in 
- "1870. Prior to that time comparatively few working people could read or write. 
They had not even the rudiments of education. They were in a state of ignorance, 
and ignorant people are contented with very low conditions of life. They acceptall — 
kinds of superstitions as gospel. The working man used to look up to the wealthier 
members of society as beings of a superior class. He believed in a blue-blooded 
-aristocracy. The squire and parson were not men—they were akin to the gods. 
When the parson spoke his words and reasoning were infallible. The squire alone 
was fitted to go to Parliament to make the laws of the land. Consequently the — 
labourer dwelt in his hut, which was lower than a stable, and thought that things 
“were just as they should be. When he went hungry he had to console himself with 
the thought of the joys that awaited him in the life hereafter. 

Of course, in those days many had received some amount of education, but 
its effect was to give them distorted views of life. They made headway, and 
speedily began to regard themselves as superior persons. They wanted education 
for their children in order that good positions might be open to them, but they did 
_ not wish the common ruck to be educated lest the market should be flooded with 

competitors. Those who were educated did not trouble about the general social 
condition. So long as they were all right, the world was all right. 
Since 1870, however, the opportunity of obtaining a modicum of education 
has been within the reach of all. The children of labourers have learned to read, 
they have got to know ee about history, geography, and science. They 
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we 


: have Spee re found | out that thelt bleeds iso of. thea same colour, as the esau G 
a their flesh and bones are as good as his, and at last ‘they’ are beginning to 
that their brains are also equal to his. It has taken a long time for this idea to va 
into the minds of the people, but ‘it is getting firmly fixed there: now. ANS IB oR 
‘part of the revolution which has been going on. — 
‘_.. The next step, and this is being taken now, is that the workers are beginning to 
Le “If man to man we are equal to the wealthy classes, why should we not have 
a ee conditions of life as they? Why should they have. mansions and yachts 
and horses and fine clothes while we live in hovels and dress in shoddy?” “How x 
many young people are asking themselv¥es this question to- -day ? 
Here is the revolt of which we speak. Discontent is all around us. The 
~ workers are asking questions. They are reading books on political economy and 
history and science. They are beginning to want representation in Parliament and — 
-on the Town Councils, School Boards, etc. The workers are saying, ‘We are — 
“ _¢apable of managing chings ourselves. Wei mean to look after our own interests 
now: : 
SP his is inaviebiy atiod the people as a whole ‘auane Socialism, - The fich are 
_ only rich because the many are poor. If the poor want to get rid of their poverty, 
if they want more comfort and enjoyment, they can only do it by taking ya pea 
from the>rich which the rich have enjoyed up to the present. 
« The workers now have learned that all wealth comes from the application ol 
“labour to land. They see that the owners of land and machinery (capital) are 
rolling in wealth simply because they do own these things The problem the 
_. workers are faging is how to prevent the lagers and capitalists Le so Jarge a 
_ Share of the wealth produced, 
hes It is evident that a mere change of Grebanic will ee nota: To reanier: 
fe the estates of the Duke of Bedford to Mr. Pierpont Morgan would not- benefit zr 
“labour Gradually, however, the idea of public ownership and control of the land 
_- and the machinery of production is taking possession of people’s minds. If towns - 
__ can own parks, why not fields? “If they can run trams and gasworks, why not coal 
- ‘mines, cotton factories, and et If we make the State the landlord, any: pad 
we pay in rent will come back to us. am we nausonalee ‘the Salwaye, what \ 
“in fares will come back to us: 
This i iS. Socialism. _ eowaele: it ae workers are ‘turning bodily 
- Labour Party i is preaching it steadily. ‘Tt is the greatest move 
it is growing in every hation—not in Britain alone. Whether people tik rhe Ss 
they will have to face it. Hence the wise will ‘study the question cota anc = | 
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seriously so as to be ready for the great changes which are EOE 


1 Meatiolet from the “ Labour Leader of October the 


“WHAT. You CAN po :— 


peel you are a Socialist you should buy: - 
~ The Platform every week. 


Your news- 
Aga, will get it for you if you | order it. 


For One Penny per week you: will receive = | 
- Twenty, Copies. fe 


-.. Distribute these among your neighbours a 
and friends; put them on the seats in 

- railway trains; give them out at Ree 
"meetings. ii Ze m 


18,000 “ « Platform” 
circulation up to 400,000. 
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leaflets distributed Hist week, 


If you want information gee the. inde. 


pendent Labour Party, write to Coun- : 
cillor JOHN PENNY, General Secretary, 10, 


Rep Lion Court, FLEET STREET, Lon- 
DON, E:Cy , who will send you full particulars, 


‘Read. the Ladour Leader, the Clarion, - 
and the /.Z.P. News. These will tell you 
- what Socialism means, and kee} 


you in 


touch with the ‘great gers Socialist Ps 
movement. : 


me 


"Pana by oe: ties ‘Co-0 Sere Fbwde Society 1 Ltd., 99, Chusch Gate, a" a 
ti Oourt, Fleet Saari London, © = 
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Help us Di » tring ‘me 
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Prick ONE PENNY 


Ingersoll on Competition. 


NVENTION has filled the world with competitors 
] not only of laborers, but of mechanics—mechanics 
of the highest skill. To-day the ordinary laborer 
is, for the most part a peg in a wheel. He works with 
the tireless—he feeds the insatiable. When the 
monstre stops, the man is out of employment—out of 
bread. He has not saved anything. ‘The machine 
that he fed was not feeding him, was not working for 
him—the invention was not for his benefit. 

The capitalist comes forward with his specific. He 
tells the workingman that he must be economical !— 
but under the present system economy would only 
lessen wages. Under the great law of supply and 
demand every saving, frugal, self-denying workman is 
unconsciously doing what little he can to reduce the 
compensation of himself and his fellows. The 
saving mechanic is a certificate that wages are high 
enough. Does the great law demand that every work- 
er live on the least possible amount of bread ? Is it his 
fate to work one day that he may get enough food to 
be able to work another? Is that to be his only hope 
—that and death? 

Capital has always claimed and still claims the right 
to combine. Manufacturers meet and determine prices, 
even in spite of the great law of supply and demand. 
Have the laborers the same right to consult and com- 
bine? Capital has the army and navy; the legislature, 
the judicial and the executive departments. How is it 
that the rich control the departments of government ? 
In this country the political power is equally divided 
among men. There are certainly more poor than there 
are rich. Why should the rich control? Why should 
not the laborers combine for the purpose of controll- 
ing the executive, the legislative and judicial depart- 
ments? Will they ever find how powerful they are? 

How are we to settle the unequal contest between 
men and machines? Will the machine finally go into 
partnership with the laborer? Can these forces of 
nature be controlled for the benefit of her suffering 
children? Will extravagance keep pace with ingen- 
uity? Will the workmen become intelligent enough 
and strong enough to become the owners of the 
machines? Will these giants, these Titans, shorten 
or lengthen the hours of labor? Will they give leisure 
to the industrious, or will they make the rich richer 
and the poor poorer? Is man involved in the “‘general 
scheme” of things? Is there no pity, no mercy? Can 
man become intelligent enough to be generous, to be 
just; or does the same law or fact control him as con- 
trols the animal and vegetable world? The great oak 
steals the sunlight from the smaller trees. The strong 
animals devour the weak—everything eating some- 
thing else—everything at the mercy of the beak and 
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claw, and hoof, and tooth—of hand and club, of brain 
and greed—inequality, injustice everywhere. 

In the days of slavery the strong devoured the weak 
—actually ate their flesh. In spite of all the laws that 
man has made, in spite of all advances in science, the 
strong, the cunning, the heartless, still live on the 
weak, the unfortunate and foolish. ‘True, they do not 
eat their flesh or drink their blood, but they live on 
their labor, on their denial, their weariness and want. 
The poor man who deforms himself by toil, who labors 
for wife and child through all his anxious, barren, 
wasted life—who goes to the grave without ever having 
had one luxury—has been the food of others. He has 
been devoured by his fellow men. The poor woman 
living in the bare and lonely room, cheerless, and 
fireless, sewing night and day to keep starvation from 
a child, is slowly being devoured by her fellow men. 
When I take into consideration the agony of civilized 
life—the failures, the poverty, the tears, the withered 
hopes, the bitter realities, the hunger, the crime, the 
humiliation, the shame—I am almost forced to say 
that cannibalism, after all, is the most merciful form 
in which man has ever lived upon his fellow man. 

It is impossible for a man with a good heart to be 
satisfied with this world as it is now, No man can 
truly enjoy even what he earns—what he knows to be 
his own—knowing that millions of his fellow men are 
in misery and want. When we think of the famished, 
we think that it is almost heartless to eat. To meet 


the ragged and shivering makes one almost ashamed 


to be well dressed and warm—one feels as though his 
heart was as cold as their bodies. 

In the world filled with millions and millions of 
acres of land waiting to be tilled, and where one man 
can raise the food for hundreds, millions are on the 
edge of famine. Who can comprehend the stupidity 
at the bottom of this truth ? 

Is there to be no change ? 

Are the “law of supply,” invention and science, 
monopoly and competition, capital and legislation 
always to be the enemies of those who toil? Willthe 
workers always be ignorant enough and stupid enough 
to give their earnings for the useless? Will they 
support millions of soldiers to kill the sons of other 
workingmen? Will they always build temples for 
ghosts and phantoms, and live in huts and dens them- 
selves. Will the lips unstained by lies forever kiss 
the robed imposter’s hand? Will they understand 
that beggars cannot be generous, and that every 
healthy man must have the right to earn the right to 
live? Will they finally say that the man who has had 
equal privileges with all others has no right to com- 
plain, or will they follow the example that has been 
set by their oppressors ? Will they learn that force, to 
succeed, must have thought behind it, and that thought 
must rest upon the corner stone of justice. 


LL.P. NEWS. 


Municipal Election Notes. 


Without any disparagement of the splendid work and achievements 
of so many of our Municipal candidates, we award the palm for the 
most striking victory of the contests to our comrade, Alf. Hunt, who 
has won on a straight Labour and Socialist ticket a seat for All 
Saint’s Ward, which isin the heart of Mr, Chamberlain’s constituency, 
The significance of this victory is increased by the fact that Mr. 
Chamberlain sent a letter warmly supporting the Unionist candidate. 
The letter was of a somewhat fulsome character, emphasising the 
great importance of victory in the interests of tariff reform. The 
defeat of their candidate, who is a popular party man and an ex- 
chairman of the Guardians, has caused the greatest chagrin to the 
Unionists, who had concentrated their strongest efforts on this ward, 
which the Central Offices of the Association took under their wing. 


No town has come out of the elections with more satisfaction than 
Manchester. Three seats held by the party have been retained by 
good majorities ; in the case of Mr. Sutton by a three to one vote 
over his opponent. Mr. Tom Cook has won a seat in Openshaw, 
which is in the Gorton Parliamentary division. This looks well for 
Hodge. In Salford, Mr. Hayes, of the Postmen’s Federation, was 
run by the I.L.P. and gained a seat by a two to one vote over his 
opponent. The results of these elections should encourage our 
Manchester and Salford comrades to attend seriously to the thorough 
organisation of the party. When results like these can be obtained 
with the party in its present state, it is certain that Manchester and 
Salford could sweep everything before them with the Labour broom 
if there were only a strong organised force behind it. Will our 
Manchester and Salford branches attend to this while the enthusiasm 
of victory is upon them? 


Brighouse is only a small borough, but it has a big Labour party. 
This year the party won another seat, and a retiring Labour Coun- 
cillor was returned unopposed. There are now five Labour members 
on the Council, and genuine chaps they are. 


The return of Councillor Barrett, of Ashton, by the largest vote 
ever polled in the ward, is a tribute alike to the popular respect for 
his sterling character and the good work he has done on the Council 
during the last few years. 


Councillor Parker, of Halifax, was returned unopposed. By his 
useful work on the Council he has established a position which is un- 
assailable. He is chairman of the Water Committee. 


Blackburn has done splendidly. Two Trades’ Council, four S.D.F. 
and three I.L.P. candidates went to the poll, obtaining a total vote of 
5,453. On this average, the vote in the borough would be 8,400. 
This year there was a repetition of the tantalising luck which has been 
their fate on each occasion for years back, that is to be beaten by the 
barest majority. A reference to the record of votes will show that 33 
votes cast for us instead of against us out of a total of 4751 votes 
would have given us three more victories. The vote of Comrade 
Mitchell is very remarkable, as this ward has been regarded as the 
most hopelessly Tory. 


A very remarkable result, but one unfortunately not carrying actual 
success, was achieved at Aston, Birmingham. This district has just 
been incorporated, and the new Council was elected. A reference to 
the results will show that in Brook Ward our three candidates were very 
near success. Birmingham district has been long in moving, but it is 
stirring vigorously at last. When the people turn from Joseph they 
can only come to Socialism. 


No candidate has put more and better work into his fight than Fred 
Stott, of Warrington. Though just missing success, through the 
intervention of an independent, he has polled a vote which is most 
encouraging, and which makes history for Warrington. His next 
attempt will carry him through. The work that has been done by 
the few stalwarts in Warrington will soon bring its return. 


The newly formed branch of the I.L.P. at Burnley put forward Mr. 
Wm. Marshall as candidate, and considering the ward the vote of 470 
is very satisfactory. 

Colne and Nelson are two adjoining boroughs, both in the Clitheroe 
division. The Labour boom began in Colne about four or five years 
ago, and rose until one-third of the Council were Labour members. 
The success of the Labour Party, and the chagrin of the Liberals at 
the return of Mr. Shackleton has roused every anti- Labour force into 
fury. Liberals, Tories, Teetotalers, Publicans, Churchmen, Free- 
Churchers, Passive resisters and those of no particular fad, united to 
fight the three retiring and one aditional Labour men, Motor cars 


and carriages were buzzing round every street. The Labour party 
were very short of workers for four wards ; the result was the defeat 
of all the Labour candidates, although the total labour vote is not 


At Nelson, a mile away, a very difterent result was recorded. So 
strong is the Labour party that the Liberals in one ward, after asking 
fifteen gentlemen (mainly Tories) to take the place of a retiring 
Liberal, had to give up and let the Labour man in without 
opposition. In another ward, where a Labour candidate was 
nominated against a sitting Tory, this Tory funked, and at the last 
moment withdrew his nomination. Two other Labour candidates 
won through the polls. Their are now eight Labour members on the 
Council of eighteen councillors. 


Middleton is a place we don’t hear much about, but it is there 
alright. Two I-L.P.’ers have won seats, which will make three I. L. P. 
men on the Council. One of the new Labour councillors is Mr. Jf. 
Howard, late elective auditor for the borough, and secretary of the 
Elective Auditors’ Association. His comrade in the twin victory is 
the devoted secretary of the branch. It is clear there is a Labour vote 
in Middleton, which can determine the Parliamentary representation. 


Hyde has shown a strange advance in a short time. Three 
candidates, put up on independent lines by the Trades Council, have 
won two seats from the Liberals in three-cornered fights, with almost 
a winning vote in the third case. The local I.L.P., as such, were 
not partners in the candidatures. 


This is curious news which comes from Harrogate of a Labour 
candidate polling 315 votes against a Liberal vote of 492. Harrogate . 
of all places in the world ! 


The most glaring instance of open arrangement between the 
Liberals and Tories is reported from Preston. The two parties agreed 
to allow all the retiring councillors to be returned without opposition. 
In ten out of the twelve wards this was done, but in two the L.R.C. 
put forward candidates, with the result that the Liberals and Tories 
combined as per arrangement, and voted solidly against the Labour 
candidates. 


We regret to report the loss of a seat at Stockton, where our 
comrade, Alf. Smith, was defeated by the small majority of 24 votes. 
On this occasion three wards were contested and there was a diffusion 
of workers which explains the loss. A seat was won in another ward. 


Keighley contested two wards and polled a slightly increased total 
In one ward, a working man Liberal who has been a tool of the 
Liberal millowners was thrown out by a Tory. The Liberals, to save 
themselves from utter rout, touted most shamelessly for the Catholic 
vote, allowing a Catholic nominee to go unopposed for a Liberal 
ward. The branch at Keighley are satisfied with the general results. 
The I.L.P. auditor was again returned at the head of the poll, 


We have exceptional pleasure in congratulating our young branch 
at Wakefield on the excellent beginning it has made in municipal 
contests. For a first attempt the votes given to the two Labour 
candidates are highly satisfactory and full of encouragement. Let the 
branch go ahead with renewed vigour. 


A very cheering result comes from Huddersfield, which indicates a 
remarkable change of opinion in favour of Labour representation, A 
vast amount of work has been done by the I.L.P. in this landlord- 
ridden town, but the electoral results in the past have not been very 
encouraging. Our comrades have kept up their efforts under dis- 
couragement, and it seems that the change has now come, In one 
ward W. Pickles had a straight fight with the Tory and he polled 42 
per cent. of the vote cast. In two other wards our candidates opposed 
both Liberal and Tory, polling respectively 40 per cent. and 30 per 
cent of the total votes, A little more effort will bring substantial 
success at Huddersfield. 


For many years the backward state of the Labour movement in 
Leeds has been a matter of serious concern to those interested in it 
Leeds, with its proud past in the reform cause, should, it was felt be 
in the van of the present Socialist movement. The municipal results 
give us a hope that Leeds is going forward. One seat was won in a 
triangular contest, and:in anothe: ward the Labour candidate, Mr 
Morbey, polled 2264 votes as against 1042 last year in the same ward, 
In West Hunslet, Mr. Newlove too doubled his vote of a year ago. 
The L.R.C., of which the I.L.P. is the active force, has put in a vast 
amount of work during the contests. The meetings have been 
crowded and most enthusiastic, and there is no doubt that a lasting 
impression has been made on public opinion to an extent far greater 
than the votes indicate. The Leeds Labour party are at the great 
disadvantage of having a local press which ignores them completely, 


LL.P. NEWS. 


Bradford is not a place from which we expect sensational results, 
for there the movement is too solid and well established. Three 
Labour Councillors retired this year, One of them, Mr. Hayhurst, 
is the Trades’ Council nominee. He was opposed by a Tory only, 
and received Liberal support. The hardest fight was in Manningham 
ward where popular and genial George Minty was seeking re-election. 
He was opposed by a Liberal and by a Tory, and the Liberals fought 
with a desperation which cannot be imagined by outsiders. No 
means, clean or unclean were left unused. Minty ran as Socialist 
candidate, and as such was described in every leaflet. The result is 
regarded as the greatest triumph the I.L.P: has won in Bradford. 
And Geo. Minty and the I.L.P. deserve it. Never had a candidate 
a better agent than Minty had in Tom Brown, nor a more earnest 
body of cheerful workers. This ward is in Jowett’s constituency. 


Mr. E, R. Hartley retired from Bradford Moor Ward, and did not 
seek re-election. The I.L.P. put forward our Comrade Palin, of the 
A.S.R.S., as honest and sterling a Socialist as there is in all Bradford. 
He gathered a good band of workers round him, the tramwaymen 
particularly, who under the direction of the agent, Mr. A. T. Sutton, 
did good work in distributing literature, though no canvassing was 
done on principle, The result, it will be seen, was a close one, our 
comrade being ony 142 votes behind in a triangular contest, Palin’s 
vote was 201 higher than last year, and is the highest Labour vote 
recorded in the ward against Liberal and Tory. 


Mr. Ay W. Goodison fought a forlorn hope in the East Ward, 


Bradford, but polled a fair vote. He fought with a devotion which 
deserved success. 


Municipal Sunday, 1903, will long be remembered in Bradford. 
St. George’s Hall, which holds 5,000 people, was crowded in every 
part, standing room included. A considerable part of the audience 
had paid sixpence each for adnission, and the rest gave over 416 of 
a collection. The candidates gave short speeches, and Philip Snow- 
den and John Hodge longer ones. It was a glorious meeting, and 
the audience felt it was good to be alive, and to be in the cause. 


Municipal Sunday in St. George’s Hall will now be an annual 
institution, 


A regretable feature of the Bradford results is the re-election to the 
Council of the Rev. R. Roberts, one time known on Socialist plat- 
forms. This gentleman was returned as an I.L.P. candidate two 
years ago, his election expenses being paid by the party. Shortly 
after his return he ratted to the Liberals and began to attend Liberal 
clubs, where his sneering references to the Labour party, which had 
given him what little public position he had, were so rapturously 
received that the old man’s head was turned. He has been paid in 
silver, according to precedent, for betraying the party which trusted 
him. The Liberal newspaper has collected 1,800 pieces of silver for 

_him, that arch enemy of Labour,-Alfred-ilingworth, heading the list 
with 200 pieces, and other ‘ friends ” of Labour and progress follow- 
ing. Itisto be regretted that there were not sufficient men and 
women in Great Horton Ward with a respect for the decencies of 
public life and for loyalty to public promises to shew this man that 
his place is in that obscurity from which the Labour party rescued him. 


Arrangements are now completed for an important meeting of the 
Humanitarian League to be held at Essex Hall, Strand, W.C., on 
Thursday, November 12th, when Mr. Edward Carpenter will open a 
debate on vivisection. Mr. Carpenter is not often heard in London, 
and there are many who would not willingly miss an opportunity of 
hearing him. The proceedings will commence at 8 _ o’clock. 
Admission free, 


Mr. William Sanders, the Trades Council Candidate for Portsmouth 
is putting in a good deal of work inthe constituency. Mr. Sanders 
is Secretary of the Metropolitan Council of the I.L.P. 


The Calton (Glasgow) branch is very busy just now. In conjunction 
with the Scouts an active propaganda has been carried on during the 
summer with good results. The branch has a hall in Dumbarton St., 
where lectures will be given during the winter, and ‘‘At-homes ” every 
Saturday night, 


Hemsworth branch can look back on a very good summer’s work. 
They have been the means not only of reviving the movement in 
Hemsworth, but in conjunction with Barnsley they have formed several 
new branches in the division. 


‘¢ Sheuld the Liberal and Labour Parties Unite,” By T. Russell 
Williams ; 500 copies of this pamphlet have been donated by the 
author. Proceeds to be given to Election Fund. Price, 9d. per 13. 


The Tariff Question. 


I.L.P. NATIONAL CAMPAIGN. 


Arrangements for the first series of great Tariff meetings 
to be held under the direction of the N.A.C. and local 
branches have now been completed. The following is the 
list :— 

Wednesday, Dec.2nd Dundee ...... Gilfillan Memorial Hall 


Thursday 5 ord: Glasgow osc: City Hall 
Friday ,, 4th Birmingham..Town Hall 
Monday eats J Waker) 8s) 46s) (0 Bee nhs Albert Hall 
Wednesday ,, gth Manchester...Free Trade Hall 
Thursday ;, Poth pOldhanressat Unity Hall 
Friday 5, 11th Darlington ...Assembly Hall 


Philip Snowden will be the chief speaker at the Sheffield, 
Oldham and Darlington meetings, and J. Ramsay Mac- 
Donald at the Birmingham, Dundee, Glasgow and Man- 
chester meetings. J. Bruce Glasier, Geo. N. Barnes, 
John Hodge, Edward Carpenter, M.A.,S. D, Shallard, J. A. 
Fallows, M.A., and other prominent Socialist and Labour 
men will take part in the campaign. 

A second series of meetings will be arranged early in 
the next year, when the following, among other, towns 
will be included :—Liverpool, Bradford, Belfast, Edinburgh 
and Cardiff. J. Keir Hardie, M.P., whose illness, much 
to his own and the public regret, prevents his taking part 
in the first series of meetings, will, it is confidently hoped, 
be able to take a leading part in the later series. 

These demonstrations will, it is believed, prove the most 
successful special propaganda mission upon which the 
I.L.P. has yet embarked, and are likely to exercise an 
important influence upon the political attitude of the 
working class. ‘The N.A.C. relies upon every member of 
the I.L.P. in the neighbourhood of the meetings doing 
his utmost to sell tickets among his neighbours and fellow- — 
workmen. Branches in surrounding districts should make 
the meetings the occasion of a full turn out of their 
membership. Song sheets will be placed upon all the 
seats and the audience invited to join with the choirs and 
organ in rendering several of the songs: 


The New Brompton L.R.C. have held a conference of Co-operative, 
Trade Union and J.L.P. Delegates to hear an address from Councillor 
Jenkins, of Cardiff, with a view to his adoption as Labour candidate 
for Parliament. Votes of branches are being taken. The local 
Liberals have thrown up the sponge. 


The adjourned conference of the Chester-le-Street Division was held 
at Bistleyon Saturday, October 31st, when 20 Miners’ Lodges, 4 
Branches of Mechanics, 2 Branches of I.L.P., 1 Ironfounders, I 
Co-operative Society, 1 Co-operative Employees Union and 1 Trades 
and Labour Council were represented. A vote of sympathy with 
comrade Hardie, as the pioneer of the new Labour movement, was 
passed. A unanimous resolution that the Chester-le-Street Division 
should be contested in the Labour interests at the next General 
Election was carried. The Conference pledged itself to support either 
Mr. Johnson or Mr. Taylor if the Federation Committees sanctioned 
either of them contesting the above division on the straight Labour 
ticket. In the event of the decision of the above Committees being 
unsatisfactory a further conference be convened to consider ways and 
means, and the selection of a candidate. 


Gloucester has recently been making new members. Some of the 
right sort, too. Alderman Fred Knee, of Battersea, was there last 
month, and delivered an address on ‘‘ What Municipalities can do,” 
and the meeting was very successful, On Sunday week, Mr. Charles 
Fox gave an address on ‘‘ The Fiscal controversy from a Socialist 


point of view.” This meeting was an immense success, and the 
lecture was well received by a full hall. 
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Answers to Correspondents. 


ALDERMAN KNEE,—Don’t try a joke. You only justify Puch’s 
definition of an Alderman as a ‘‘ man with a paucity of wit.” You 
know nothing about the matter upon which you write. 


The Bolton Socialist Society send a resolution protesting against the 
paragraph in last issue re the Thomasson v. Quelch debate. Their 
protest, however, doesn’t alter the fact, which was as we stated. 


A. RATLEDGE.-—The ews is the official organ of the I.L.P., and it 
- expresses the opinions of the party. 


To CoRRESPONDENTS.--Four letters (including one from H Brockhouse 
evidently intended for publication) have been received, adversely 
commenting on the articles in last issue, but as these are insignifi- 
cant compared to the vast number of communications heartily 
approving of our stand, we have excluded all. We have said our 
say, and are ready to do so again when the occasion needs it. 


Owing to the pressure of space through election returns many para- 
graphs of branch news are held over, 


“tiiness of J. Keir Hardie, M.P. 


Early last month the symptoms of internal trouble which 
during the past two years have caused our comrade J. Keir 
Hardie much pain and depression became once more so 
acute that he had to abandon all public engagements. By 
the advice, or rather we might almost say the compulsion, 
of his friends he sought the advice of specialists, and yield- 
ing to their counsel he has submitted to an operation for 
appendicitis. We are glad to know and all his friends in 
the nation are glad to know that the operation has been 
most successfully performed and that he is making quite a 
remarkable recovery. Sir Thomas Barlow and Dr. Preece 
Gould, under whose charge he has been, have displayed 
the greatest interest and kindness in his case, and the King, 
a fellow sufferer from the same disease, made special 
enquiry concerning the patient. Hundreds of messages 
of sympathy have been sent to Mr. and Mrs, Hardie from 
all parts of the country. 

As soon as he is strong enough Mr. Hardie will at the 
request of his doctors go somewhere for several weeks’ 
change and rest, after which, it is hoped, he will soon be as 
fit and strong as ever, There is a wide-spread, feeling that 
at no distant date some fitting occasion should be found 


to enable the movement to express its feeling of gladness 
that our comrade has been so happily restored to health, 
and also to give some expression to the deep affection and 
admiration in which his remarkable toil, his patience and 
wisdom are held by his friends and fellow workers in the 
cause of Socialism and the present day working class 
movement, which he has done so much to make. 


Delegate or Representative ? 


Te question of what should be the exact relations 
between the branches and their “elected persons” is 
exciting some interest in certain quarters, and as it is 
a matter of concern to the movement we may express 
our opinion upon it. 

There is no universal plan adopted in our party on 
this question. The most general way seems to be to 
leave the representative considerable latitude for the 
exercise of his judgment. This we think is the proper 
method to adopt. Before a branch adopts a candidate 
for a public position it should be satisfied of his good 
sense, his intelligence, and his knowledge of our 
principles. Convinced of this, the branch should allow 
him freedom to exercise these qualifications, and so 
long as no principle is violated be content in the belief 
that his actions on particular questions are determin- 
ed by that intimate knowledge of the matter which 
only those closely acquainted with all the facts can 
possess. 

The branch seems to us to be assuming a position 
it is not qualified to fill when it claims to debate the 
action of the representative on every minor question. 
That is a position which reduces the representative to 
a humiliating condition which no self-respecting man 
or woman would care to occupy. <A sense of respon- 
sibility tends to quicken intelligence, and the repre- 
sentative who feels that responsibility will take a far 
greater interest and pride in his work than when he 
has been denuded of initiative and responsibility. 

Bt while this seems to us the proper relationship 
between the branch and its public representatives, we 
do not wish it to be understood that the branch must 
exercise no control over the representatives’ actions. 
But the authority of the branch should be exercised 
in reason, and only when some question of principle 
is at issue should it take the extreme step of dictating 
the action of its representative. 

On the other hand the representative should recog- 
nise that the reputation of the movement locally is 
largely in his keeping, and that his public actions may 
help or hinder the progress of the branch. The 
selected representative will, we are sure, feel it to be 
his duty to take the branch fully into his confidence 
in regard to his public work, and in a kindly and 
friendly spirit seek their advice on matters of impor- 
tance. 


Mr. E. R. Hartley, Tyersal, Bradford, is now in a position to 
devote his whole time to lecturing for branches. A. W. Hildreth 
Cullercoates, Northumberland, can take engagements. He is an 
able speaker. The Ruskin Hall people recommend A. P. Harding, 
M.A., 25, Church Street, Birkenhead, 
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Municipal Election Results. 


SUCCE 


SSFUL. 


Gains marked * 


Six seats. 


Middleton (West) ............ Howard (I: Le P.).)..2 2843” 
Liberal sic. ccaespeanes 652 

Be (North) core eae Partington (1.L.P.) 694* 
OLY. Ginaceeaeominee ss 455 

Norwich (Coslany) ......... Witid (is Pa 396* 
Li Det le tosantn tae ens ATT. 
AT OLY ~ (.tiptemdaten 18 tuce 228 

Birmingham (All Saint’s)... Hunt (I.L.P.) ......... 1878* 
Chamberlainite™ ses 1828 

Darlington (East) ..........0 Crooks. (Liab. jede.csvis. 623* 
Opponents: conees ess 539 
Hull (West Central) ......... Dean. (Labijcs.assseas 927 
Opponents= w.aas eae 577 
Workington ie cseeanseecapes W. Holmes (I.L.P.) unop’d 

1. Watts (ist) a 


South Shields (Laygate) 


x (Tidal Basin) ... 


pe Cullen (Lab.).........unop'd 
S.W.Ham (Canning Town) Watts (I.L.P.)......... 


Saeoment Teepe i...s. 
1D). eavisn( 1 Tek.) TO29 


Opponeithers tan... -4 650 

a (Custom House)Croot (I.L.P.) ......... 853 
Opponentant. seca 653 

3 (Hudson)%..2..: Cunningham(S.D.F.) 987 
Opponent ... 2.5.00 gol 

_ (High Street)... Leggatt (Lab:)..220... 651 
OPPONEOL «7.3. .cereeee 620 

Westminster (St. John’s) ...Rev. Davies (Lab.)... 994 
Pentold({ieLap ayes gI2 

Batley*(Lab.)- teeters 903 

Heywood (Lab.)...... 889 

Bannochie (I.L.P.)... 805 

Wilmshurst (Lab.) .... 770 


Nineteen candidates. 


Woolwich. Twenty-two Labour candidates were re- 
turned, of whom twelve are members of the I.L.P. 


Manchester (Harpurhey) ...Jackson (I.L.P.) ...... 2305 
ROR arohs cincciicldata tus ey 1852 

; (Openshaw)....Cook (1.U.P.) .....0... 1765* 
LOM we set cen dint. wee L142 

An (Blackley)...... Johnston (I.L.P.) 1402 

1 Calg eeaer ee erornates S 1250 

a (Bradford) v2. mutton (UL. 1¢7Ps).+i..3..% 2924 
Independent’.5,..3....5. 1038 

- (Ardwick)...... Hughes (17DcP.) 2... 2369* 

ory VINO aa 1932 

AOS Valse teh cases ees 86 

Salford (St. Thomas) ...... Haves (1.LcP) 3.0s,.05 720" 
PDOIEY Macc snisaaeceheatees ams 334 

Bradford (Manningham) ...Minty (I.L.P.)......... 1346 
PGT ALS oe eetan 8 oun eh s8e 1130 

POR seers taecntpaccsees IIOI 

Fete eTtOm) 8 esas = Hayhurst (Lab.) ...... 1208 
Eh 0S Sener Gone ence 629 
Leeds (New Wortley) ...... Backle (La RiC.) wives 1164" 
PID ELAl ear swsssok<nakes 1059 

BOM Re easing Aeocsietia’ sons 400 

Brighouse (Calder) ......... Fawthrop (Lab.) ...... 276* 
ie LCT Ali teeaadctcnicadexs 265 

Halifax (Southowram) ...... Broadley (L:l.P.) -... 79 
POR ag seseestemacr er g.se OU 

Stockton (Portack) ......... CHatan (lab. yes. css. 240° 
MPPOMeENEe....cee meee 235 

Todmorden (Longfield) ... Wilkinson (Lab.)...... 419* 
: O\PPONCHL -3e...0-.00en 112 

Whitehaven (Newton)...... BuMeye( SOC.) %siacrass 168* 
AEP een soundest oseaisiast 146 

Pci perals ariiseet.soees acs gI 

Nelson (Bradley) ..:......++ Rickara (L2R:C.)...... 537 
eS eee 4iI 

_ {Central) 2... igerden eC) Ar 

OS” ee 393 


Two Labour gains in addition by unopposed return of Labour 
candidates in places of a Liberal and a Tory; the retiring Labour 
member returned opposed. 


Chester (St. Oswalds) ...... Wie Carr (Lab yc. a. 747 
Wel Rane may ee enero 3 483 
Independent............ 358 
Hyde (Werneth)  .........4+ Williamson (T.-C) ...) ~757— 
BEE Y crosses sapiaesie crn 672 
1 ee 92) Ea er eA 641 
Od CY) iocdeecnnereaes POPE L7G.) sévieneuss sae 724% 
aad ist 57s, SR 596 
IWS Se er chhd cepa nea 576 
Blackburn (St. Michael’s) Gregson (T.C.) ..... 671 
TE ORY), « asacdtaetettnss ve 3 531 
be (St. Stephen’s) Harris (T.C.) ......... 803 
Independent............ 463 
he (St. Luke’s) ...Eccles (Soc.) ....+++ a22° 
ORY a cccinervaevnaspernays 583 
Bury (Moorside) ............ Duckworth (Lab.) ... 1093” 
eh EN cea kischd wasasines ns 896 
RP @ 0) (0) 0) rere Nabb (Lab.).c.sconsesrs 859* 
SLORY is ai veietfaen tind ieles 719 
Ashton (St. Peter’s) ......++ Barrett (ii 170.)*..,.37. 1484 
ROAR rors apa sete sass 1308 
TONY cstesesrnsrasscasssa 838 


Glasgow (Whitevale) ... .. Miller (Z@0.) cssmmseme 1829* 
Opponent... eens 1595 

>» (Woodside)..:...% Stevenson (Zqé.)...... 3360 

— - psp pomeat xis veneeeuies (geid 

55 = (Mite-End).7-c00 Shaw Maxwell (Lad.) 1762 


»,  (Townhead) Coun 


returned unopposed. 

Bolton’ (Wiest). «.00sccsseeusn Tool (Lad. anaes 1986* 
Liberal tc,a, aa eet 1451 

LON) denaaeiaces eh 1444 
rite RESIS doyle Smee Biers Isherwood (Zaé.)....... 1295* 
PLOXY: scunacan adeno enna 1286 

PP OEY cos Sceptncnns teense 1207 
Bootle (linacte) sc .sc1 oy -cneees Clarke: (Zad.) gas. 455" 
SDOLY xiao ammncn. satis 404 
Croydon (South).......0060005 W. K. Smith (Zaé.) 993” 
SM VCSEL) rn canara teed Se tanks: (05) 45. dee 2132 

fc CrOven( LG). cca 2121 

Gateshead (North)............ T. Peacock (7.Z..) unop’d 
Grantham (West) ............ G. Robinson (Zaé.).... 621% 
Opponent 3.2.4 saguese.: 594 

Opponenic.cty.s..anaees 519 

QOpponenthvaceen..cee 124 

Grimsby (North-West)...... Pickwell (Za. ign. xx 319 
MOLY Ps aieey «na eigh meee 289 

Sunderland (Bridge) ......... New (2.7) Gace 890 
Gib, Torys. vaseeeanee 641 


SHth cic, dae 
Haddow (Zaé.) 


cillor Forsyth (Zaé.) was 


1169 


evoves 


All Labour men elected. 


2 = 
4 “ 


LL.P. NEWS. 


Leicester (Aylestone)......... Chaplin: (Lad. Sie oach 802* 


ONDE Via) tes Peek. 3s Poebeg 599 
Northampton (Castle) ...... BRtts(SOCn) casts esc 456* 
Re (North}i. 2... Ssiibble- (S00, hi ase 766* 
Chatham (Luton) ............ E. P. Wake (Zaéd.) .. 1180* 
Stockport (Reddish N)...... Weerckiog Hollis: (nb) “Sha 
BRGEN cavity gah s see 288 


NOT RETURNED. 


Losses marked * 


Birmingham (St. Barth.) ...Tory . .......ccccceeee eee 1274 
Rees (alia sa .nere 746 
Aston (Brook) .........sse00 ie Shak os Pn ee er aa 996 
Wo) aig A tegen ee ae aoe 888 
tL OLY Ess wh ceases esos eek 958 
Berry, (Soc. Vesstagadae goo 
Fradden (S0Cs)i.cce 893 
Hine (Soe: rvs 32 .tez, 820 
~ Fecles (Winton)............44. [oAOM AI yo ica.vs. cok ee 412 
Parmie (le R2G?) ac. 362 
5), DAE EOIAMitenies ese sceees atberal :ccvieers pees 37k 
Flughes ( [ghee 193 
SR AULTICTIONG os. 0 sos. .h2es Bea Dera lee trance races 566 
beshy (ae) ectnas ccs 161 
Warrington (Orford)......... zriser al.'s. sate Face haere 439 
meott (1. Lid). cane. 357 
PORN... oh neetessbags cae 108 
Burnley (Lowerhouse) ...... Liberal f2..enens 900 
Marshall ({.L.P.) 470 
,, (Daneshouse) ...... duailjetal (ee cue coeee 779 
Bees" (SOC: ye. ser sees 572 
eoo(BarnleyWood)«.Laberal-.: S242 ea. 890 
spencer (SCs) uaa 659 
Colne (Horse field}. -32.2..... PROV . Wick nent iy 
’ : Harrison (L.R.C.) 300* 
> -(Catty. Bridge)u...... MoT ye resiy hemes: 396 
Beterson 6 (90C.)....... 382* 
~ are (Primet) eS: eee S fhe ta, 
Mulligan (L.R.C.) .... 271* 
Si + (Cente) Des ep ee Do a 452 
# hornton (L.R:C:)...- 404 
Heywood (West) ...c0....+ OOTY PAAR, Cdl Id hocks 520 
1S ay EN 8 eee ne eee ee 413 
eden. (ab:) s..as.00: 374 
Hyde (Newtown) ..........+ PUIDCT A ess cae gbeere ns cn 754 
ORV ednat cgay siccwen ts cs 701 
Redfern GEG ee « 667 
Harrogate (Hast) ...000....- PAOGEEL Sy cexsloc wees +2 492 
Pi eileaion) is oe suse cae 315 
Keighicy (East)...0..04..0004 BOB ene Her = faite ves 406 


Brot Cb Pyne ees 


5, (Elective Auditor) Waterworth (I.L.P.) 605 


GopOneRt IG sycs. obec 560 
WIDPOHENC ores. os ec cde vids 315 
Preston (Fishwick)............ COTY lah e rence eh seas 682 
Praneis (LYR6C.) 20... 494 
ie SEMURANIG)> 2h, Sarnadaela ne OCC ayers: costes 1440 
Swarbrick (L.R,C.).... 771 
Stockton (Victoria) ......... Opponent 5 -i.4.5...0eee 407 
Smith’ (I/L.P.). eee ah 
sel CENTER) ore be hkoag Opponent... ...gaamins 


Baker (I.L. P. & T.C.) 250 


Blackburn (St. Thomas’)... Tony-5-:tsseytes@ eves: 
Mitchell (I.L.P.)...... 
53 (Park) rceoreacets ‘LON ~ pagpoandetsteesties 
Hobkitk (Re elgeee: 
ar (St. Andrew's) “Tory=.t.1saneseseasenmen 
Dawson ' (Sdc.)2..770123 
er (St. Pauls}..7.; "POYye st sarees seen 
Smethurst (Soc.) ...... 
‘ (St; Matthew's) Liberal wists c... <0590e 
WP ORY So latevat vena rete 

Vaughan (I.L.P.) 
7 (St. ‘Madi’s)"’ -)/iery UU ea acer 
Dawson (Soc,) ......+6. 
Huddersfield (Fartown)...... ory “ited nee eee 
Pickles-(13i.P:) go 
e (North): 23 DOUY. iticgees ft aneaee atecs 
Wheatley (Lab.) ...... 


Be (Moldgreen)... 


Wakefield (N. Westgate)... 


a) (Calder) Sorry) 


York (Monk). eh aca 


Crewe (Central)............0.. 


EOE oisc Seteanlenone cent 


Leeds (North-West) ......... Ti beral a. ates cote eae 


5» (South) 


Peer ee een esesen 


Ba, ane {unslet)... ee 


>». e(Aamlep eee svar: 


Bradford (Moor) ............ 


Derby (Osmaston)............ 


(XS 9 Dre ncrrirn t re 


Uieral.s inte aeecunet 
Tory ...... seeweecescesons 


Ea beralss.3 os es te 


Pabeval es, csc et as 
TOR aise erate ee 


TOP: sty .200een ee 


ayy (DCCKCIIN ES cs acceeeey TOry. si... .ssseaeeee 


Bolton (Halliwell)............ 


Carlisle (Botchergate) ...... Watson (Zaé.) 


Liberal, sess fusucu mee 
LORY sR, asgcicseaeteaee 


Croydon (Central),.....ccs.00 G. Gliddon (Za@d.) ... 


G. H. Young (Zaé.) 


5 ROT § Pier ayers setens J.M. Robertson (Zaé.) 


King’s Lynn (North)........ 
rr (South)....... 


Leicester (St. Margaret’s) .. 


Dexter (ZAG. aces 


AKidd (2Roe ys eee 


J. Peacock (S0¢.)....0 


I.L.P.. NEWS. 
Northampton (South) ...... Kirkton (Sée.).....+.+. 170 THE TOPIC OF THE DAY. 
is (Kingsthorpe)Scott (S0c.) ........0606 481 x 
Ass (Far Cotton) Westley (.Soc.) ......... 53 The Chamberlain Bubble. 
" (StEdmund’s) Digby (.Soc.).........4.. Bat Facts about the Zollverein, 
bee APE - : 
oe heparin ais pon — ae ibe With an Alternative Policy. 
“5 (St.Michael’s)Glinn (S0¢.)......00000 544 mip in Bide nite 
is (St. James’s) House (Soc.) ......... 85 we 
**The best and most effective Penny Pamphlet on the subject. 
Leigh (Etherstone) .........C. Aubrey (Zad.)...... 145 Labour denier. Post free T bd. 
SURES LE EN CC) a Rae ae C. Walkden (Zaé.)... 453 
New Brompton (South) ...A. C. Hill (Laé.) ... 212 THE ZO LLVEREI N- ae E a ae 
- North) ...Reynolds (Zaé ) ...... 287 . iViacconald, 
Lied se sepeanicatg BRITISH: INDUSTRY. © tec. 
Rochdale (Wardleworth E) Liberal ...............66 469 
T. Knighton (Zaé)... 237 PRICE 1/~ POST FREE. 
yForg ilm 4. xt book in this “ big fig Ever mber should buy 
lh ge feta mages bse? ? > ee ao it Soa ate Age ae es weal eh a Sooeet aad demolish the 
Sach Shicks (Holborn) *..J Danlop (£6b)...... yar his suppocters, down ihe hme Wworkemate: SOL. News. eee 
y' (St. Hilda) R. Morgan (Lad) III ao ae - 


" (Shields) ...J. H. Johnston (Soc) 65 
S.W. Ham (Forest Gate)...Opponent ..............5 

Sanders Jacobs (Zaé) 833" 
* (Plaistow) ...... Opponent -sctakie. ds. IoI2 
W. Edwards (S.D.F.) 938 
», (Broadway) ...Skinner (Zaé.) ...... 478 
ao cur CPA) SPA ic clore Bink! Zabije ak 288 
Stalybridge (Lancashire) ...Ewards (Zaé.)......... 393 
ee VOUKIn Held) DEOGWN <3, tric.es ee 521 

Beh e(SLAVICY) vaues sas HBP UOTY it gee ak gui ptn 141 
TODIMISOM 55) .. wekoccase go 
Stockport (St. Thomas’s) ... Liberal .. .............08 487 
ORY oiygh eae canes ais 371 
John Bennett (Zaé.)... 88 
3 Aacempshaw Lane) Torys... /200.:...dccace 419 
John Smith, Zad. 291 
Sunderland, Central ......... ee RA a A 804 
Sanith: (Es Calieieccwane 495 
Todmorden, Cornholme ...Liberal ..........00c000.. 492 
W. Uttley, Zad: ...... i62 
Wigan, Lindsay............... CTS eRe ee ect a 342 
T. Smith, Labeesseses. 304 

IC, Evberal-s negara ws... 404 
W. Taylote 7b}... 214 
+ J SheApdrews 0... GLY > pease eae sree 720 
PaDeral Wivavateratses 415 
A. E. Stoker, Soc, 228 
Cs eg 2 12: eam iid PUA ITECL  AARLOS 9.5, 685 
Glasgow, Calton ............ RSBDOUEDE ..c.0255c00040 2769 
MADBODENE o.5 occas sicsee 2004 
Braseyy LA) 2s 0 decd 1595 
Liverpool, Edgehill ......... a a ee 1419 
Independent?.:,.....2.. 749 

Reeves! LIP re, x 675 
Dewsbury, All Saints’ ...... Wood (S)D.F) 2.0.3 142 
Halifax, Ovenden ............ 6 tO ee 493 
Wilson, 22 Po... 413 
Nottingham, Sherwood ...Tory ......sccccccceeeeeee 944 
Eabersl, 37) scanpsad 2 768 

Gutteridge, /.L.P. 1... 433 

New Brompton, East ...... Sewington, Zaé. ...... 341 
Kilmarnock, Second......... Opponent ,...¢.asc.e0..05 859 

limi, 7 ader, ccs ware 2 

Motherwell, Fourth ......... John M’Dermott, Zad 238 
Partick: Filthy e's, «i i6, Sols ae 0), Sega ae 246 


Labour Politics: A Symposium.—By J. Kerr 


Harpi£, M.P., Paitip SNowpEeN, and D. J. 

SHACKLETON, M.P. 16 pp. Price rd., post free 14d. 
LABOUR: Its Politics and Ideals. 

By J. Bruce GLASIgR. 16 pages. Price 1d. Post free, 14d. 


THE INDEPENDENT LABOUR PARTY ; 
What it is and where it stands. 
16 pages, in Cover. Price Id., post free iid. 


Eaey Branch should es the above ALE wet 


LEAFLETS FOR DISTRIBUTION. 


Labour Representation Leaflet, No. 3. 
Protection? Perhaps! But what kind > 
4pp. 6d. per loo. 3/6 per 1000, 
Labour Representation Leaflet, No. 4. 
What will happen if you follow Mr. Chamberlain ? 
2. pp. 6d. per 100. 2/6 per 1000, 


PLATFORM LEAFLETS. 
No. 124—Questions ! 


»» 123—Protection or Socialism ? 
x 122—The Case for Independence. By J. 
»  121—The Socialist Idea, 


Keir Hardie, M.P. 


6d. ‘Pas 100, 


ee per 1000, 


A New Pamphlet | by Miss Margaret McMillan. 


oad Sb BEGINNING OF EDUCATION.” 
Now Ready. Price Id. Post free lid. 


Early Socialist Pisioitite and Seles Literature. ttt 


WANTED—Pamphlets and other publications of the Socialist 
movement before 1885. Files of “ The Commonweal,” “ Justice,” 
“The Poor Man’s Guardian,” “Northern Star, ” “ People’ s 


Guardian,” and the “ Christian Socialist,” (first isstse). Specially 
wanted.—Send List and Prices to : 


J. R. MacDonald, 3, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W.C, 


WANTED. es copy at the I.L.P. News for September, 1897. 
One copy “ Labour Leader ” for July 7th, 1900. 


F. Johnson, 10, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C. 


LL.P. NEWS. 


. . NEW SECRETARIES. 
Monthly Report from Head Office. Asuton.—R. Battewby, Socialist*Hall, Katherine Geta ssal 


Ye in-Lyne. 
NOVEMBER Toth, 1903. BIRMINGHAM East.—W. Luckcuck, 43, Malthouse Lane, Saltley, a 
‘Birmingham. 
Branch Fees and Keports. DARLINGYON. —Lewis S. Littlejohn, 3, Denmark St., Darlington. 
one 4 ee HEMswortH.—J. A. Green, 22, Bond St., Kinsley, Hemsworth. 
© Branches paid fees in October. OpENSHAW.—A. Gerring, 32, Rock Street, Higher Openshaw 
85 as sent Reports without fees. Manchester ‘ 
8 au sent neither Report r fees. i 
‘ 4 ie =e e i - 3 4s ee St. RoLLox.—R. Paterson, 10, Stanhope Street, Glasgow. 
ranches marked with an asterisk (“) pay fees quarterly. ; ; : ‘ 
TPictiallewing bxanches-paidgee it Getcha: ge ae Wesr.—A. Dalgleish, 4, Park Grove, Burlington Street, 
Ashton 14-2 Finsbury 1 8 Norwich 76 ELECTION FUND DONATIONS. 
oe os i eae . ee Valley 2 2 Blackburn £1 10s., North Leeds, No. 5 list, 3/6, Nelson 10/-, 
wae ee ae is ee +6 3 John Nattress collected 12/-, W. G. Chinn 1/-, Tottenham £1 §s. 6d., 
HiggngbaceWias6 Gillin re - s Dee a . Westminster 6/-, Edinburgh £2 3s. 6d., Huddersfield £3 6s., Dar- 
Bincibarn eee Cisce é ePanaiaie lington 16/-, Philip Driver, per E.R. 1/-, T. Handford 6/6, Middles- 
Blackpool F 4 oa 4 eo eee J e borough £1, College 12/-, Hutchesontown £1 16s., R. A. Anderson 
ee : ee P) 8 St Be a 2 2/6, W. H. Thomas 1/-, Willesden 8/-, Leicester £1 Is. 6d., Fred 
Brechin er SS as St. Hoeate 2 5 Burgess collected 6/6, Darwen £5, D. Armstrong 1/-, Chips, Low- 
Buideeton ‘es OSI oo Salfeaa Nt : moor 2/-, F, Palmer, Derby, collected £1 5s, 6d., Gateshead 6/-, St. 
Parniey a. ae a : 6 Ciaeaeht Ss 4 id Pancras £2 103., Farnworth £2 03 tod., Long Eaton £1 3s, Jas. S, 
Burmopéeld Peace ane 1 eee eye ie Bruce 6/-, Newcastle 14/9, St. Helens S.S. 9/-, F. Robinson 1/6, 
Bury eS ee sn See 3 Oldham 16/9, Mr. and Mrs, Travers Symons 2/-, Glasgow City £3 4s, 
Cardiff 5 3 Ubroae ; ¥ Coo Velle (684 ji St. Rollox 19/, Barrow S.S. 13/-, Hyde £1 7s., collected by J. Martin 
Carlloa ae pe 5 = ein y 6 g/-, Littleborough 2/6, Springburn to/-, Dudley 5/-, Skipton 3/-, | 
Cee tie : 2 on ae oun 4 ; Leith £1, Bridgeton £1 8s,, Attercliffe, £1 6s. 6d., John Davidson 
Chaban (oe eee Siocapen aaa. 1/-, Felling. 8/6, London City £4 0s. 6d., Usworth £1 Its. 6d,, oe 
oe 2 ie MLomiba Gly +e es Bean AS eee rae oe by Jeffery 8/-, per Labour Leader £9 18s. 
Consett 1 6 Merthyr 2 0 Swansea SS BiG: ee 
Cowling 10 Mexborough 1 0 Wakefield 10 0 Conference Expenses Fund—Gateshead £1. 
he 6 Noes atone B20 ee ‘i 2 6 National Branch Subscriptions—F. Burgess 10/-. 
wmavon ieee 1adleton, pal est Bromwich IO oO ‘ - pare) 
Darlington 2 ga. Gidnsbndec; paid Willesden - a cos Effort Fund—St. Helens S.S., in recognition of Bruce 
Derby 10 6 Musselburgn 5 oO Wombwell Lee BOEr Ss ers: 1G): 
___, __ Dowlais .___ . ..9. *Nelson ; 18 0 Woolwich eee Sundries—York Conference £5 5s., Philip Snowden £1, Dividends : 
East Ham 1 6 New Marske 1. -6 -York 6 4 42 17s. tod., City Branch 1/9 ; total £9 4s. 7d. : ss trig 
Failsworth 5 0 North Shields II The income at Head Office during October was .— : f 
The following Branches sent Reports without fees :— Af@ lation Fees - be f 
Aston, *Attercliffe, Barnsley SS, *Bentham, Bermondsey, *Bir- Goods ... ate ae ae a ‘ae % Pr _ 94 a 10 | 
mingham E, Birmingham S, *Blaina, Bootle, *Brighouse, Bristol E, Election Fund Donations .., ast 50 sos 59 Lh 
Camlachie, Carnoustie, Catcliffe, Clydebank, *College, Crewe, Crook, Conterence Expenses Fund. .... Ge 3) eae 
Crumpsall, Cudworth, Darwen, *Dudley, Dundee, Dunfermline, National Branch Subscriptions ... ui a ees a 
Earby, Eccles, Edinburgh, Farnworth, *Felling, *Glasgow City, Special Effort Fund Donation i 
Gloucestershire S, Gorton, *Govan, Grimsby, Hackney, Halifax, Sundries ay, oak ce ar ee oe 8 er re 
* tiazcUiove, *Hollinwood, *Horwich, “Huddersfield, Hutcheson-— Pe rie ee S(T: a aes mee 
town, Keighley, Kensington N, Kettering, Langley Mill, *Leeds C, ene “  S£IR7 ee 
*Leeds N, Leeds S; Leeds W, Leicester, Liverpool, *Long Eaton, _ (Signed) FRANCIS JOHNSON, 
3 Assistant Secretary. — 


*Longwood, *Lye, Manchester C, Manchester E, Manchester N, 
Moss Side, Motherwell, Newcastle, Newton Heath, Nottingham, 


*Oldham C, Oswestry, *Openshaw, Ossett, Pudsey, Rochdale i : 

Rotherham, *Rutherglen, *St. Rollox, Salford W, Scarborough, Notes on Organisation and the Law 

*Southport, South Shields, *Stanley *Sunderland, Thornhill Lees, F ; ji 

Tottenham, Usworth and Washington, Vale of Leven, West Ham N, of Registration and Elections. wst% 

West Ham S, Westminster, *Workington, he 2 eo ee 

pe : By Arthur Henderson, M.P., and 

The following Branches sent neither Reports nor Fees :— J. Ramsay Macdonald. vtststut 
Aberaman S$ S, Aberavon, Abercarne, Aberdare, Ayr, Ayrshire C, 

*Bedlinog, Bo’ness, Brecon, Brynmawr, Calton, Cannock, Chelms- 100 pages Pociciee 2/2 


ford, Cleckheaton, Colne Valley, Dalmellington, Falkirk, Ferndale, 
Hull, Hunslet E, Inverness, Kilmarnock, Kinning Park, Maccles- 
field, Mossley, Mountain Ash, New Cumnock, Newport, Portsmouth, 

Renfrew, Rothwell, Shildon, Small Heath, Smethwick, Sowerby, LEAFLETS FOR DISTRIBUTION. 
Sparkbrook, Spen Colliery, Spennymoor, Stalybridge, Stewarton, 
Sutton-in-Ashfield, Townhill, Tradeston, Treharris, Wellington S S, 
Wolverhampton, Yarmouth, Yeadon. 


6d. per 100, post free, 3/- per 1000, carriage paid. 


The Political Labour Movement. 


The Branch Report Sheet for November must be posted on of te q 
before the 25th inst. Report Sheets may be obtained from the Our Objects. 
Head Office. Socialist Songs. 

NEW BRANCHES. ~~ Municipal Milk. 
s : The Advance of the Trust. 

CATCLIFEE (Rotherham).—Secretary, W. H. Littlewood, 86, "The iL. Px 

Wood Lane, Treeton, Rotherham. b 
; 1 1 ; é The Revolt of Labour. 
STANHOPE (Barnard Castle).—Secretary, Robert Henderson, Cross Equal Opportunity. 


The Labour Representation Movement. 


Hill, Stanhope. 


Printed for the Independent Labour Party by Wadsworth & Company (Society House ) Keighley, and Published by. 


Francis Johnson, 10, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, London, yg OF 
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